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While  Hope  pIAuret  to  ut  a  flattering  fcAie  of  future  felif^ 
let  at  deny  its  pencil  thofe  colo^^s^whtch  are  too  brigbc 
to  be  lafting-— When  hearts  deferving  happlncfs  wooM 
unite  their  fortune^  Virtue  would  crown  them  with  aa 
unfadii^  garland  of  modeil,  hurtlcft  flowers ;  but  UU 
judging  paflioo  will  force  the  gaudier  rofe  into  the  wreath^ 
wbofe  thorn  offends  them  when  its  leaves  are  dropc 
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1  A  TALE  OF  THE  TIMES. 

cither  as  the  declamations  of  difappoint- 
cd  ambition^  or  the. ebullitions  of  male- 
volent fpleen,  foured  by  the  fuccefs  of 
fome  happier  rival.  She  conceives  her- 
fclf  to  be  particularly  fortunate  in  ex- 
ifting  at  a  period  more  favourable  to 
mental  exertions  than  thofe  ivhich  have 
been  commonly  deemed  the  golden  ages 
of  literature.    Contemplating  from  her 

cafy  chair  the  vaft  extent  of  modern  dif- 
coveries^  not>  only  in  the  fciences,  but 
in  morals  and  governmentj  and  extend- 
ing her  meditations  from  refleftion  on 
what. her  learned  co-adjutors  have  done^ 
to  fpeculation  on  what  they  propofe 
doing,  flie  is  compelled  to  acknow-* 
k(%e»  that  the  dofe  of  the  eighteenth 
century  claims  diilinguilhed  pre«emi* 
Bcnce  for  thofe  indubitable  marks  of 
genius^  originality  in  enterprife^  and 
hoUnefi  of  iovcotioniy  over  the  colder 

eras  of  Pericles^  Apguftiis,  and  the 
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Medici.  Nay,  (he  wiU  go  fo  far  as  to 
affirm,  that  the  labours  of  the  '^  New 
Philofophy"  will  be  reaiembered  bjr 
their  effeds,  when  the  theories  of  aU 
former  fehools  (hall  be  forgotten* 

It  muft  be  very  gratifying  to  a  retired 
old  woman,  to  confider  that  her  pro^ 
dudions  may  fail  down  this  fwelUng 
ftream  of  fame  with  thofe  of  berimmortal 
contemporaries.  She  confefies  that  her 
ideas  differ  in  fome  refpeds  from  theirs  i 
but  as  every  one  profefles  the  fame  end, 
namely,  the  improvement  ^of  the  imi-* 
verfe,  fhe  rejoices  that  (he  is  permitted, 
by  the  liberality  of  the  times,  to  difie-* 
minate  her  own  peculiar  fenciments.  If 
(he  be  of  opinion,  that  Morality  appeared 
to  beoer  advantage  when  fhe  was  con«« 
tented  to  be  th^  handmaid  of  Piety,  dian 
finccfhe  has  fet  i^foran  independent 
charafter ;  if  fhe  be  convinced,  chat  the 
abiKdes  and  attainments  of  man  are  inr 
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this  life  fo  limited,  that  he  will  never  be 
able  to  "  wield  thcfe  elements,"  to  en- 
dow a  machine  with  intellectual  powers, 
or  to  array  himfelf  with  a  felf-invcfted 
immortality  i  if  (he  be  perfuadcd,  that 
the  filial  and  conjugal  ties  are  no  rem- 
nants of  feudal  barb^rifm,  but  happy  in* 
fiitutions,  calculated  to  promote  domef* 
tic  peace ;  if  (he  has  been  taught,  that  re- 
ligion is  more  than  fcntiment,  and  fe- 
male virtue  fomething  ftrongcrthan  exte- 
rioir  decorum  -,  if  (he  (hudders  at  the  elo- 
quence which  extenuates  impietyj  terms 
fedu£lion  an  amiable  frailty,  and  gaming 
an  elegant  amufement  condemned  by 
the  infane  morality  of  the  law :  furely 
ihe  may  hope  for  that  celebrity  which  a 
bold  oppofition  to  received  opinions  ge- 
nerally enfures.  Nay,  (hould  (he  even 
prefer  the  Gothic  ruff  and  pinner^'  as 
better  adapted  to  Britifii  wives  and  mo- 
thers than  the  looib  drapery  of  Grecian 

Bacchanals, 
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Bacchanals^  cr  the  more  offenfive  ap- 
pearance of  uncivilized  favages,  though 
recommended  by  the  fanAionof  Parifian 
enthuGafts,  when,  ^ith  more  than  Pa- 
gan infatuation  or  cannibal  infennbility, 
they  meet  to  commemorate  in  their  fef- 
dve  dances — not  the  triumphs  of  their 
Gods,  nor  the  death  of  their  enemies—* 
but  the  murder  of  their  parents,  their 
hufbands,  and  their  children ;  may  (he 
not  plead  a  clofe  attention  to  the  coftume 
of  manners,  and  reproach  the  fenfual 
copyifts  of  a  Cleopatra  or  an  Afpafia  with 
want  of  energy,  who  adopt  all  the  cha-» 
raderifts  of  the  archetype,  of  which  they 
exhibit  a  degrading  model  ? 

Her  intention  in  refuming  the  pen 
is  to  enforce  her  opinions  by  argument, 
and  to  illuftrate  them  by  example ;  and 
fhe  reveals  tbofe  intentions  thus  early, 
that  the  lover  of  the  wonderful,  and  the 
admirer  of  the  horrific,  may  not  com- 

B  3  plain 
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plain  of  having  been  cheated  into  the 
perufal  of  a  performance  that  has  not 
only  a  plan  for  its  condu£t,  but  alfo  a 
moral  tendency  in  its  defign.  Mrs.  Fru* 
dentia  intends  to  lead  her  readers  through 
DO  other  labyrinth  than  the  wiles  of  fyl^ 
ceaatic  depravity,  nor  to  prekat  any 
obje*^  marc  ibul-rbarioffiog  than  a  de< 
civcd  and  entangledj  but  ultimately  p 
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Though  regardlefs  whether  the  faflibn* 
able  inftrudors  of  the  day  record  her  ai 
one  of  their  kindred  Ipirits,  or  condemn 
her  for  being  a  ftrvile  admirer  of  pre* 
fcribed  forms  and  reprobated  reftri£tions^ 
there  is  a  numerous  clafi  of  readers, 
whole  favour  Mrs.  Prudentia  is  anz*- 
loufly  folicitous  to  obtain  «»^ the  trulf 
liberal^  and  the  fincerely  good.  With 
candour  to  forgive  fmall  faults,  thcf 
unite  difccrnment  to  difcover  good  in- 
tentions, and  courage  to  defend  the 
caufc  of  principle  againft  the  farcafms  of 
wit,  and  the  cool  contempt  of  piqued  in- 
fidelity. To  fuch  readers,  and  fuch  cri- 
tics, (he  fubmits  the  following  pages; 
and  as  a  proper  rcprcfentative  of  the  il- 

■ 

luftrious  order,  (he  entreats 

Mrs.  carter 

to  accept  her  public  thanks  for  the  in- 
valuable honour  of  her  approbation  of 
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the  Writer's  former  efforts,  and  her  pcr- 
inifGon  to  infcribc  thefe  pages  with  her 
refpedied  name.  If  the  prefcnc  attempt 
Jbould  appear  favourable-  to  the  caufe  of 
snorality  and  religion,  the  humbly  hopes, 
that  the  lenity  infeparable  from  fupcrior 
talents  will  pardon  thofc  errors  in  the 
compofitioH,  which  an  accurate  tade 
fao&  di&OTcr  and  difapprorc. 
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CHAP.  n. 

TTm  funi  wiceiry  on  wuHbg 

Wiibost  dtleity  it  poori 
And  every  deed  of  lofty  worth 

It  but «  claiflu  for  more. 

Sir  BtDRiD  op  the  Bowbi# 

Some  reafbns,  ^hich  are  not  neccflarf 
to  be  developed  in  the  following  pages, 
made  me  wiQi  to  take  a  little  excurOon 
from  Danbury  in  the  courfe  of  lad  ai^ 
tumn.  A  generous  public  having  fupi> 
plied  the  means,  I  hired  a  one-horfe 
chai/e,  and  taking  with  me  my  whole 
family,  confiding  of  my  maid  Betty  and 
my  favourite  old  tabby  cat,  fet  out  for 

Brighton.  I  there  heard  a  narrative 
which  made  a  very  deep  impreflion  upon 
my  mind  s  and,  as  the  communicative- 
nefs  of  my  difpofition  will  not  allow  me  to 
conceal  any  thing  which  I  imagine  ca* 

B  5  pabk 
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pable  of  conveying  indruftion,  or  eveiT 
innocent  amufemenc,  to  that  worthy  fee 
of  beings,  whom,  in  common  with  my 
fifter  authors^  I  term  candid  readers,  I 
have  determined  to  prefer  publishing  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Couniefs  of  Monteith  to  a 
partictilardefcriptlon  of  my  own  travels. 
To  this  refolution  I  may,  perhaps,  have 
been  influenced  bf  a  culpable  degree  of 
fnodefty.    The  public,   no  doubt>  are 
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were  benighted  on  Finchley-common^ 
could  either  Rbastian  or  Carpathiui  Alps 
fix  a  more  appropriate  ftation  for  thtr 
haunts  of  a  banditti  ?  Though  in  a  former 
publication  I  have  uawarily  annotmCed 
my  age  and  order>  Betty,  for  a«2ght  the 
world  knows^  may  be  yotrog  and  beau« 
tiful ;  nay,  Ihe  may  be  an  orphan  fbund«» 
Kng)  the  heirefs  of  ibme  diftinguiihed ' 
family  ;  and  I  may,  if  I  choofe>  after  a 
long  feries  of  adventures,  unite  her  in 
the  hymeneal  bond  with  fome  all-ac« 
compUflied  youth,  who  had  previoufljr 
refcued  us  from  the  robbers  after  a  moft 
bloody  engagement.  I  begin  to  fufpefb 
that  I  have  chofen  the  lefs  promifing,  or 
rather  the  lefs  lucrative  plan  i  but  I  en* 
treat  my  readers  to  believe,  that  it  it 
not  becauie  I  want  powers  for  the  terri* 
fie  and  the  romanric,  that  I  continue  to 
purfue  the  moral  and  the  probable* 
Something  muft  be  allowed  to  my  defirc 

E  6  of 
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of  fupporting  thac  character  of  Rrmncls 
afcribcd  to  my  fiftcrhood,  and  which, 
diough  k  Amply  confifts  in  choofing  to 
have  our  own  way>  the  wits  are  apt  Co 
call  pertinacity.  I  willairocandidlyown> 
tiut,  fince  the  fupertor  ftadoo  tn  this 
walk  is  idready  occupied  by  real  genius, 
I  have  too  much  prudcBce  to  enter  into 
a  competition,  where  I  Iball  be  fure  to 
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who  had  been  ferae  years  out  of  the 
nurlcry  : — But,  inftcad  of  terrifying  the 
world  with  a  denunciation  of  what  I  may 
do,  let  me  haften  to  fulfil  my  prefenc 
promife. 

IT  is  now  more  than  ten  years  fincc 
Powcrfcourt  Houfe  exhibited  a  fcenc  of 
feftivity  and  hofpitality  unrivalled  in  mo* 
dcrn  times,  and  which  might  fcrvc  to 
recall  to  the  mind  of  the  fpedator  the 
fplcndid  fetes  of  Kcnilworth,  where  the 
lady  of  the  lake  welcomed  the  approach 
of  majcfty,  and  the  cruel  diffolute  earl 
of  Leiceftcr  fought  to  divert  general  at- 
tention from  his  vices,  by  a  captivating 
difplay  of  elegance  and  amufemenr.  The 
motives  of  the  venerable  baronet  who 
inhabited  Powcrfcourt  were  widely  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  the  haughty  favou- 
rite of  Elizabeth.  His  life  was  too  in- 
ofFcnfive  to  fear  cenfure ;  his  heart  never 
panted  for  court- favour  \  and  the  praifc 

of 
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of  mignificence  or  refined  tafte  prerented 
DO  attractions  to  his  unobtnifive  and  be- 
nevotent  mind.  He  called  all  the  coun- 
try together,  and  ftrove  to  make  them 
very  happy,  bccaufe  he  was  very  happy 
himfclfi  and  the  occafion  of  this  exube- 
rant joy  was  the  union  of  his  only  daugh- 
ter and  heirefs,  Geraldine  Fowerfcourt, 
with  James  earl  of  Moateith,  a  young 
nobleman  who  had  juft  attained  com- 
plete majoiity,  and  acceded  to  all  the 
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coincidence  of  harmonious  equalitf. 
The  families  on  both  (ides  might  be  faid 
to  loft  themfelvcs  in  the  clouds;  for 
their  claims  to  pre-eminence,  advancing 
far  beyond  the  limit  of  authentic  hiftoryj 
Ibared  into  regions  which  no  prudent 
antiquary  would  dare  to  explore.  The 
lineal  honours  of  thcfe  illuflrious  fami- 
lies rcfted  upon  a  furer  bafis  than  mere 
oral  tradition.  Sir  William  Powcrfcourt 
could  point  out  the  fpot  of  ground  where 
his  Ordovician  anceftor  harangued  his 
vaffals  before  he  mounted  his  fcythe- 
armcd  carj  and  led  them  to  join  the 
Britifh  forces  affemblcd  at  Caradoc-:  and 
an  aunt  of  lord  Monteith's  preferved  the 
beak  of  the  galley,  which  conveyed  Do* 
nald  king  of  the  Ifles  from  Ilia,  'when 
he  paid  a  vifit  of  ceremony  to  his  con- 
temporary Fergus,  fome  hundred  years 
prior  to  the  invafion  of  the  Romans.  It  is 
true,  that  fome  incredulous  critics,  whom 

nothing' 
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nothing  can  convincf,  doubted  whether 
the  feudal  cuftoms,  with  which  Sir  Wil- 
liam cmbcllithcd  his  narrative,  cxifled 
aC  that  retnote  period ;  and  I  have 
heard  a  whifper,  that  the  venerable  relic 
which  lady  Madelina  To  carefully  pre- 
fcrved,  was  nothing  more  than  the  re- 
mains of  a  great  gilded  dragon,  origi- 
nally fufpended  over  a  Chinefc  temple 
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vcntitious  or  fancaftic  appendages  induces 
us  to  overlook  inherent  permanent  qua- 
4ities.  Lady  Madelina's  zeal  for  the  dig- 
nity of  her  family  was  fo  warmly  cxer- 
cifed  in  the  defence  of  old  Donald's  gal- 
ley, that  (he  had  no  leifure  to  advert  to 
the  fearlefs  intrepidity  and  the  generous 
liberality  with  which  her  anceftors  de* 
fended  the  rights  of  their  clan>  and  fuc- 
coured  their  opprefied  dependents  during 
the  period  that  the  houfe  of  Stuart  fate 
upon  the  Scottifti  throne.  *'  They 
fhone  the  glory  of  the  north"  till  after 
the  rcftoration  ;  but  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second,  fo  fatal  to  principle  and  mo- 
rality, firft  contaminated  the  houfe  of 
Monteith^^  and  fapped  the  foundations 
of  its  feudal  greatnefs.  In  the  voluptu- 
ous court  of  that  diffipated  monarch,  the 
then  earl  forgot  the  wild  Ihores  of  Loch 
Lomond,  and  the  *'  flowery  borders  of 

the  ancient  Forth  i"  and  abandoning  his 

caflle 
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cftftle  to  ruin,  wd  Kts  dependents  to  de- 
fpair,  glittered  a  faint  fatcllite  in  tbe 
train  of  tinfel  greatnefs.  His  extrava* 
gancc  and.  prodigality  were  in  foow  de- 
gree repaired  by  the  alliance  of  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  with  the  heirefs  of  a  rich  Black,  well. 
lull  faflor;  but  Uic  archives  of  the  family 
are  rather  filem  upon  that  head,  and 
lady  Madetina  could  never  relate  a  fingle 
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beftowed  on  the  forcunace  head  of  the 
boufe  of  Frazer^  the  ineftimable  treafure 
of  her  hand.  He  was  indeed  far  advanced 
into  the  vale  of  years,  and  bis  title  was 
only  (imple  Sir  Simon ;  but  her  lady  (hip 
preferred  him  to  all  the  dukes^  marquifes, 
and  earb,  whoj  according  to  the  indubi^ 
table  teHimony  of  herfelf  and  her  maid 
Peggy,  had  for  more  than  twenty  years 
unremittingly  implored  her  compaflion. 
The  father  of  the  young  carl,  whofc 
nuptials  with  the  heirefs  of  Powcrfcourt 
have  been  announced  in  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter,  fell  a  viftim  to  the  de- 
mon of  modern  honour,  about  the  fame 
time  that  the  pale  orgies  of  difiipation 
had  made  a  vifible  inroad  in  his  lady's 
health.  The  (hock  at  the  dreadful  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  exit  haftcned  the  cruel 
attacks  of  difeafe,  and  (he  expired  a  few 
months  after  her  lord.  The  noble  pair 
had  ever  found  each  othcr*s  fociety  too 

vapid 
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vapid  to  difpel  the  gloom  nf  one  domef' 
tic  evening  j  yet  hi»  lordlhip  conceived 
himfcif  obliged  to  refentthe  intrufion  of 
a  young  ofEcer,  who  entered  her  lady- 
fiiip's  box  at  the  opera,  at  a  time  when 
the  earl  was  of  her  party.  He  fell  at  the 
firft  fire,  and  the  countefs  found  it  im- 
pofTible  to  furvive  him.  The  fcandalous 
chronicles  of  the  age  afTerted,  that  the 
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Lord  Montcich>  following  the  exam- 
ple of  bis  progenitors^  left  his  eftate  to- 
tally unincunibered  to  his  only  fon 
James.  His  beautiful  daughter  Arabella 
found  a  proteftrefs  in  the  fricndlhip  of 
her  aunt^  lady  Madelina^  who  adopted 
her  as  her  own  daughter,  and  publicly 
declared  her  refolution,  in  cafe  ihc 
(hould  produce  no  heir  to  the  houfe 
rjTK  of  Frazcr,  to  bequeath  to  her  all  the 
ample  poffcffions  with  which  Sir  Simon's 
tender  gratitude  had  endowed  his  be- 
loved bride.  At  the  age  of  fcvcntecn, 
after  having  experienced  the  adulation 
and  the  luxury  of  two  London  winters, 
the  lovely  Arabella  fct  out  for  her  aunt's 
caftle,  fituated  in  the  wilds  of  Lochaber, 
where,  by  the  indifpofuion  of  (ir  Simon, 
now  reduced  to  a  (late  bordering  upon 
fecond  childhood,  fhe  had  the  melan- 
choly profpccl  of  being  perfectly  im- 

,    mured. 

Hes 


/ 


32  A  TAtB  OF  THE  TIMBS. 

Her  brother's  plans  were  more  eligi- 
ble and  agreeable.  His  guardians  in- 
filled, that  in  his  education  he  Ihould 
purrue  the  routine  ufually  adopted  by 
young  men  of  his  elevated  rank.  He 
had  been  entered  at  one  of  our  public 
ichools,  and  thence  removed  to  the 
Univerfity.  To  counteract  a  dangerous 
propenfity  Co  the  fatal  allorements  of 
Newmarket,   it  was  propofcd  immedi- 
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manners  were  popular^  his  countenance 
ftrikingly  prepoflefling,  and  his  pcrfon 
dignified,  achlecio,  and  graceful.    The 
Highlanders  recognized  in  the  '^  bonnjr 
lad"  the  true  reprefcntativeofthe  houfc 
of  Macdonald ;  and  the  ancient  depend- 
ents, who,    iince  their  lairds  had  de- 
iertrd  Monteich,  vegetated  on  the  fpot 
which  the  attachments  of  their  youth 
rendered  eminently  dear  to  them,  led 
their  young  maftcr  the  tour  of  his  do-* 
main,  and  pointed  out  to  him  its  local 
advantages.  They  endeavoured  to  direA' 
his  attention  to  the  maflfy  grandeur  of 
his  caftle  walls,  the  extenHve  profpeft 
enjoyed  from  its  turrets,  and  the  faded 
magnificence  of  its  mouldering  furniture;  * 
They  repeatedly  afltn-ed  him,  that  in  his 
grandfather's  time  Monteith  boafted  a 
diftingiufhed  preference  over  the  abode 
of  any  other  Highland  chieftain.    The 
young  Nobkaian  was  not  paffionately 

attached 
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attached  to  ruins ;  .  the  ftormy  winds« 
howling  through  the  long  galleries,  dil^ 
turbcd  his  rcpofe,  and  he  wilhed  for  no 
nearer  acquaintance  with  the  genius  of 
die  tetnpeft.  He  beftowed  wi:h  a  li- 
beral hand  fuch  relief  as  would  afford 
poverty  a  temporary  aid  i  but,  without 
exerting  fufficicnt  patience  to  inveftigate 
the  caufe  of  the  calamity,  or  fufficient 
courage  to  redrefs  rhe  evils  which  even 
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of  Monteitb.  (he  carried  with  her  all 
her  •*  Houiehold  Gods,'*  I  mean,  the 
venerable  inhabitants  of  the  pidure  gal- 
lery, and  the  fcreens,  chairs,  and  ta« 
peftry  hangings,  with  which  the  white- 
armed  (pinfters  of  Macdonald  had  fuc« 
ceffively  decorated  their  family- feat.  Sir 
Simon,  doubtlefs,  felt  fincere  exulta- 
tion at  this  valuable  acquifitioni  he 
only  ftipulatcd  that  the  remains  of  his 
progenitors  (bould  not  yield  their  places 
to  the  new  comers.  A  coalition  was 
therefore  formed,  and  every  wall  and 
apartment  in  the  caftlc  was  crowded 
with  multiplied  garniture.  Screen  con- 
cealed fcreen,  chair  fupportcd  chair;  a 

ftripe  of  Jacob  meeting  Efau  repaired 
the  difaftrous  rents  too  vifible  in  the 
taking  of  Troy,  and  puzzled  the  Cice- 
roni who  attempted  to  unravel  the  con- 
fufcd  hiftory;  while  Frazcrs  and  Mac- 
donalds,  placed  in  full  Oppofition, 
VOL.  I.  c  frowned 
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within  its  domain  atl  the  beauties  that 
fancy  everfcigned;  but,  as  he  rode  round 
his  eftace,  his  feelings  relcmblcd  thole 
of  a  confciencious  guardian  rather  than 
of  a  fetf>accountable  owner,  and  the  land-, 
lord  and  mailer  were  in  his  beneficent 
bofom  ever  funk  in  the  milder  qualities 
of  the  prote^or  and  the  friend.  His 
hofpicable  doors  were  open  to  indigence ; 
his  delicacy  was  never  hurt  by  the  Am- 
plicity  of  niftic  manners ;   and  though 
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**  for  the  milicia,  though  he  fwore-in 
'*  other  fubfticutcs  two  inches  fhorcer  i 
but  perhaps  the  man  has  nothing  to 
live  upon  but  his  commiflion,  and, 
being  very  poor^  is  forced  to  do  dirtjr 
••  adbns.  Here;  remember  me  to 
«'  David ;  tell  him,  that  I  like  a  lad  of 
«*  fpirit  rand  there  are  the  ten  guineas  he 
^  was  difappointed  of/^  A  lircle  time 
afterward,  in  confequence  of  feme  ne- 
&rious  proceedings  being  difcovered,  the 
adjutant  waited  upon  fir  William  to  en« 
treat  his  interccflion  with  lord  W*  in  his 
behalf.  He  pleaded  long-fervice  and  the 
hurry  of  bufinefs  in  his  defence,  and 
hinted  at  the  wants  of  a  large  family. 
•'  Sir,''  faid  fir  William,  « 1  dare  fay  that 
"  what  you  tell  mc  is  very  true  \  but  as  it 
'*  is  not  my  own  affair,  I  don't  like  to 
'^  write  to  my  kinfman  or  trouble  him 
"  about  it.  Bi  t  as  you  fccm  to  have 
"  puzzled  yourfclf  a  little  in  thcfe  army 

03  "  matters. 


3©  A  TALE  OF  THE  TIMES. 

**  matters,  I  think  you  had  better  try 
"  fomc  other  plan  of  Ufe.  Icanputyoa 
**  into  a  farm,  and  make  yoD  game- 
"  keeper  of  one  of  my  -manors  j  and  f 
"  hope  you  won't  think  it  an  emptef 
"  ben«ath  ymi,  for  I  Ihall  always  be  glad' 
"  tofeeyouatPowerrcoort."  "Pieolftr 
was  accepted  j  and  firWilliam  aifwrwardi' 
owned»  that,  befide  two  yeara*  rent,  fie' 


aftions.  The  wife  of  a  neighbouring  gen« 
demao  delica(tc]y  hinted,  that  one  of  her 
daogbters  was  fo  deeply  in  love  with 
hiin>  chat  death  muil  be  the  inevitable 
confequence  of  his  obduracy.  The  good 
baronet  was  thunderftruck ;  he  had  no 
predile&ion  for  marriage,  and  certainly 
no  preference  for  the  young  l^dy  thul 
obtruded  upon  his  choice.  His  con* 
fcience  entirely  vindicated  him  from  any 
wicked  defign  of  dealing  the  fair  one's 
iffedions  ;  neither  his  glafs  nor  his  fiat^ 
terers  had  ever  attributed  to  him  the  moft 
diftanrrefcmblance  to  an  Adonis^  and  he 
wondered  much  that  any  body  (hould 
fall  in  love  with  his  brown  bob  and  Ke- 
vcnhuller  hat  i  but  fince  it  was  fo,  (and 
the  lady's  mother  protcftcd  (he  did  not 
exaggerate,)  he  never  (hould  enjoy  any 
peace  of  mind,  if  he  could^  think  hioi- 
fclf  the  caufe  of  making  a  fcllow-creaturc 

mifcrable   ( for  fir  William  could   not 

c  4  give 
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give  entire  credit  to  the  dying  part  of  rfie 
ftory).  Rather  than  have  fuch  a  weight 
upon  his  cunfcicnce,  he  would  marry. 

Lady  Powerlcourt,  however,  very 
foon  after  her  marriage,  difcovered'that 
flic  had  made  a  great  miftake,  and  was 
incautious  enough  to  difclofc  the  fecret 
to  her  hufband.  It  was  not  from  the 
brown  bob  nor  Kevcnhuller  hat  that 
the  god  of  love  took  aim  when  he 
pierced  her  tender  bofom.  norwaS'the 


I 
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fwectcft  places  in  all  North  Wales.  She 
knew  tbac  fir  Ralph  •  Morgan's  lady 
ipenc  all  the  winter  at  Bath^  the  ipring 
in  London,  the  fummer  at  her  country* 
leat^  and  in  the  autumn  took  a  touri 
that  (he  drove  four  in  hand,  gave  ball^, 
kept  a  groom  of  the  chambers,  and  a 
French  waiting-maid,  had  twelve  new 
dreflcs  a-year,  and  fet  the  fafhions  for 
all  the  country ;  yet  fir  Ralph's  eftace 
was  not  half  fo  large  as  dr  William's. 
What  heart  could  rcfift  fuch  invincible 
attradions  ?  She  immediately  fell  very 
deeply  in  love. 

I  have  in  a  former  publication  ven- 
tured to  give  my  opinion,  that  the  two 
faces  of  Hymen  arc  not  cxaft  counter- 
parts to  each  other.  The  fmiling  couU'- 
tenance  which  fronts  the  long  vifta  lead- 
ing to  his  temple>  has  few  traits  of 
limilitude  to  tlie  auftcre  phyfiognomy 
which  is  defcried  by  thofc  who,  after 

05  they 
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thty  have  offered  Tacrifice,  retire  behind 
his  alur.  The  difcuflion  of  prelimina- 
ries might  have  convinced  the  lady  that 
the  nuptial  cup  contained  fomc  drops  of 
an  acid  quality.  To  the  charms  of^ 
Powerfcourt  fhe  had  annexed  one  grand 
ingredient,  which  unhappily  did  not . 
exift,  at  lead  not  in  its  fuppofed  mag- 
nitude, I  mean,  the  uneafmcfsorrirWit- 
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ladks^  and  (he  might  make  them  at 
happy  as  fhe  could  -,  but  he  thought  that 
married  ladies  ought  not  to  be  jigging, 
about  themfelves :  and  as  to  drefs,  (he 
might  be  clothed  every  day  in  filver 
brocade  -,  but  his  wife  fliould  never  wear 
feathers  and  flowers  in  her  head-drei% 
like  a  ftage-player* 

The  grand  pc^nt  of  difpute,  however^ 
was  the  occupacion  of  the  four  fcafonSr 
He  was  willing  to  take  her  to  town  for 
three  months,  becaufe  the  country  mult 
be  rather  dull. to  women  in  winter,  as  they 
could  neither  (hoot  nor  hunt  ^  and  if  (he 
were  not  Well,  he  would  accompany  her 
to  Bach  or  any  where  that  would  do  her 
fervice ;  but  to  live  at  Powerfcourt  only 
three  months — what  would  all  his  neigh- 
bours fay>  and  how  would  his  tenants  go 
on  without  him  !  My  lady  drove  to  con- 

vince  him  that  their  opinions  were  not 
wofch  regarding;    but  fir  William  was 

c  6  firm. 
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firm.  He  had  long  confldered  them  as 
rational  creatures,  and  he  could  not  haf- 
tily  renounce  that  opinion :  befidcj  he 
was  fond  of  Arming,  and  deeply  en- 
gaged in  fchcmes  of  agricultural  im- 
provement i  and  if  he  Rayed  fo  little  at 
home,  he  muft  cither  be  the  dupe  of 
impoGtion,  or  renounce  thofe  purfuits. 
Here' his  obliging  confort  hinted,  that 
fince  he  was  fo  engaged  in  rural  purfuits, 
bulinefs  allowed  him  a  ^ir  excufe  for  ab- 
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at  the  time,  yet  a  retfolpcftivc  confidc- 
ration  of  the  ineffable  condefcenfion 
which  prompted  her  to  give  up  what  (he 
had  repeatedly  declared  to  be  the  greatefl: 
Uefling  of  her  exi(lence>  his  dear  conver- 
fatioDy  rather  than  tear  him  from  fcenes 
to  which  he  was  attached,  convinced  him 
that  he  ought  to  make  fome  (acrifice  to 
reward  fuch  fclf- denying  complacency, 

m 

One  journey  to  Bath  was  therefore  pro- 
mifed,  an  annual  vifit  to  London  had 
been  before  tacitly  agreed  to,  and  I  am 
not  certain  whether  the  overflowings  of 
gratiaide  might  not  have  compelled  the 
good  baronet  to  fubmit  to  be  whirled 
about  eighty  miles  a-day  along  rough 
roads  by  way  of  taking  an  autumnal  tour^ 

had  not  his  lady,  indead  of  rewarding 
his  compliance  by  a  gentle  fmile,  aflumed 
fomething  of  a  mortified  afpeft  when  he 
announced  his  defign  of  accompanying 
her.    He  was  willing  to  attribute  this 

fuddcn 
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Aiddcn  change  to  her  defire  of  having 
the  magnificent  plans  that  fhe  had  juft 
formed  for  the  improvement  of  Powcrf* 
court  carried  into  execution  under  hcf 
own  inrpefiion;  .and  this  hope  recon* 
cite4J)im  to  fchemcs  which  had  at  firft_ 
met  with  fome  oppofition.  He  had  ob* 
jested  to  her  defign  of  cutting  down  the 
long  avenue  of  oaks  which  led .  to  the 
houfc)  and  convening  the  ground  into 
a  fwecping  lawn,,  dotted  with  lilacs  and  ' 
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cod  him,  when  his  lady's  ifiamma  and 
fifter's  joined  in  procefting,  chat,  unkfs 
the  dark  Gothic  windowfs  and  hideous 
tapeftry  hangings  were  remored  from  the 
drawing-room,  and  light  faOies  and  India 
paper  fubftinited  in  their  {tead>  they 
fliould  fall  into  hyftcrics  every  rime  they 
went  into  the  room ;  bur  his^tflmfporc  at 
the  idea  that  thefc  propofed^aiDrrariom 
had  tended  co  attach  his  wife  to  a  fpot 
which  would  be  honourtfd  with  fuch  in* 
dubicable  proofs  of  her  tafte  and  genius^ 
determined  him  to  be  a  paffire  fpcftator 
of  every  propofcd  alteration. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  September  that 
fir  William  was  made  the  happieft  of 
men.  Two  months  were  allotted  to  ce- 
remonious vifnings,  during  which  the 
nuptial  retinue  moved  over  every  moun- 
tain, dale,  foreft,  and  glen,  which  the 
temerity  of  the  coachman  pronounced 
pailablc.    Sir  William  bad  the  gallancrf 

always 
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ilways  to  accompany  his  hdj  j  he  heard 
all  her  wedding  paraphernalia  univer- 
fally  admired,  and  his  own  brown  and 
'  gold  pronounced  immenfeiy  becomlngt 
while  his  point  ruffles  were  cpcd  up  as  the 
very  fummit  of  elegance.  Unaccuftomcd, ; 
however,  lo  the  duties  of  the  toilet,  he 
grew  ^earjrofwhite  gloves  and  powdered 
perukes  i  and,  recollefling  with  pleafurc 
that  all  his  vifics  were  paid,  he  refumed 
his  drab  frock  and  brown  bob  with  (in. 
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numerous  acquaintance  were  anxious  to 
be  introduced  to  a  lady  of  whofe  beauty 
andaccomplifhments  they  heard  fo  much. 
To  her  lady  (hip's  intimation  that  they 
muft  fct  off  immediately,  fir  William 
replied,  that  it  certainly  Was  impoffible ; 
there  were  more  than  fifty  workmen  em- 
ployed in  embelliihing  the  houfe  and 
gardens :  but  the  provident  forecafl:  of 
lady  Powerfcourt  had  provided  an  un- 
anfwerablc  refutation  of  this  objeftion. 
She  had  engaged  a  moft  capital  improver 
to  come  down,  and  find  out  all  the  ca- 
pabilities v/hich  the  houfe  and  local  fce- 
nery  poffcffcd.  Sir  William  might  rely 
implicitly  upon  the  tafle  and  judgment 
of  this  gentleman,  who  had  given  fa- 
tisfadion  to  mod  of  the  mobility  and 
gentry  in  the  kingdom,  by  exercifing 
uhat  might  almoft  be  called  the  magic 
power  of  turning  every  place  into  fome- 
thing  cxadly  oppofitc   to  what  it  was 

before. 
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before.  The  family  archives  imioiace 
that  fir  William  was  more  alarmed  than  - 
delighted  at  this  information  >  and  it  is 
fuppofcd  that  the  journey  to  Bath  would 
have  been  deferred  till  after  Mr.  Oudinc 
had  fimlhed  Powcrfcourc,  if  my  lady 
had  not  been  taken  ill  with  a  vitrienc 
Aomach  difordcr  the  next  iDoraing,  for 
vhkh  the  pbylicikas  could  find  no  remc* 
dy  bat  Hi  immediate  ufe  of  thofe  falu- 
In-Jous  waters  which  King  Bladud  lbcta> 
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CHAP»    IV. 

i 

Thm  AfitAation  ^hb  a  fickly  imen 
Shew*  in  Ikt  face  the  rofet  of  sigbteei  ^ 
BnAbM  to  liTp,  aad  hang  the  head  afiilcy 
Faints  rnto  airs,  and  laoguTBiet  with  pride  % 
Oa  4m  i4eb  qiiik  iMi  ti^fa  hecDmifig  ^pwor, 
WrappM  40  a  gown  for  iickA<ri  a«d  ior  fiiovir» 

Rapb  or  TU£  Locc» 

Xhe  ^pteedy  abatemenc  of  lady  PoweT& 
Kwrt's  complaint  annoiinood  the  mfdoim 
erf  the  pptfcripcion  9  but  Ihc  was  a  king 
time  extremely  laDguid,  out.  of  fpkits> 
•nd  »o  ncTvoos  to  bear  the  fatigue  of 
rettirwog  home  to  the  ^  flaky  fno^** 
and  •*  warping  wind/*  chat  v^ttf e  concch. 
mitant  to  the  mountains  furrounding 
Powcffcourt.  In  proof  that  her  cafe 
required  a  warmer  fioianon,  the  very 
propofal  of  kaving  Baih  brought  on  t 
relapfc,  and  the  extreme  delicacy  of  her 
healths  would  imk  even  fufier  her  to  fpare 

fir 


44  '*  TALE  OF  THE  TIMES. 

fir  William  juft  to  take  a  little  peep  to 
fee  how  Mr.  Outline  went  on  with  his 
eztenfivc  projects.  Profound  poltdcians 
are  generally  believed  to  have  a  real  as 
well  as  an  oftenfiblc  rearon  for  their  ac- 
tions; and  though  her  ladyOiip  pleaded, 
that  if  he  did  go  the  might  probably  ex- 
pire without  having  his  dear  hand  to 
clofe  ber  eyes,  it  is  fuf^jefted,  that,  like 
a  good  wife,  Oie  wilhed  to  keep  bis  from 
vitncfling  fcenes  which   might  irritate 
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tunately  miftaken  for  the  gloom  of  dif- 
contenCi  and  the  fingular  manners  of  her 
conftant  ^attendant,  excited  general  ob« 
fervation ;  and  the  report  chat  (he  was  a 
pretty  young  creature  facrificed  by  her 
tntrccnary  parents  to   a  rich,    foolifh, 
jealous,  old  inamorato,  gave  an  eclat  to 
her  charafter,    which    neither  conftant 
indilpofition,   nor  the*  moft  fcrupulpus 
attention  to  the  variations  of  drefs  would 
otherwife  hive  excited.    Ladies  of  the 
firft    confcquence  invited  her  to   their 
whift  parties  j  her  box  at  the  play  at- 
traded  the   moft  elegant  beaux.    The 
former  found  that  (he  loft  money  with 
the  bcft  grace  imaginable,  and  the  latter 
difcovcred  that  fliC  had  an  infinitude  of 
wit.     That  mercilefs  complaint   ennui^ 
which  all    fir  William's    long   hiftories 
ajid  ftill   longer  arguments  had  rather 
increafed  than   diminilhed,    fled  at  the 

firft  touch   of  the  fafcinating  wand   of 

public 
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ways  devoted  the  time  (he  fpent  there  to 
the  amufements  of  hunting,  and  Qiooring 
groufe. 

Having  received  information  that  the 
improvement  of  Fowerfcourt  had  ad- 
vanced fo  far  as  to  defy  the  pofGtility  of 
their  being  completed,  or  indeed  com- 
prehended, by  any  perfon  but  the  pro- 
jector, fhe  became  very  anxious  that  fir 
William  Ihould  look  a  little  after  his 
eftate,  and  at  lead  be  there  in  tinpe  to 
attend  the  approaching  audit.    But  the 
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(for  he  honoured  them  with  th^  appella^ 
tion)  would  be  pert  enough  to  laugh  at 
his  way  when  his  back  was^  turnec! ;  and 
he  had  feen  ib  many  ftrange  things  in 
this  world,  that  if  he  returned  to  Wales 
inftcad  of  accompanying  his  lady  to  town> 
they  might  fill  her  head  with  ftranger 
notions  than  fomehow  or  other  the  poor 
thing  had  already  acquired.  Her  pre- 
fcnt  (ituation  rendered  contradiftion  very 
difficult ;  but  if  he  (hould  like  her  beha- 
viour in  town  no  better  than  he  had 
-done  at  Bath,  he  refolved,  when  once 
his  fon  and  heir  was  fafc  in  the  world,  to 
tell  her  very  plainly,  that  (he  was  wel- 
come to  make  hcrfclf  as  happy  as  (he 
could  at  Powcrfcourt,  but  that  he  never 
would  agree  to  any  more  journeys  of 
plcafure.  Solacing  himfclf  with  this 
fcheme  of  future  refiftance,  he  yielded 
to  the  prcfent  torrent ;  and,  afluring  her 
that  he  had  no  wifh  to  return  to  Wales 
Vol.  I.  «  without 
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without  her,  they  fet  ofF  for  Bcrkcley- 
fquare. 

I  would  not  recommrnd  the  counte- 
nances of  the  Powcrfcourts  on  their  ar- 
rival in  London,  as  models  to  a  painter 
who  wirticd  to  embody  the  feir  ideaof 
cohnubial  happincfs.  Though-the  lady's 
might  df  rive  a  few  lively  traits  from  the 
hope  that  Ihc  was  entering  upon  a  fcene 
of  conqucfV,  yet  the  apprchcnfion  that  fir 
William  wai  projcding  fccrct  hoftilitics 
:ed  her  t.xjiftls'  in  ihe  Tui 
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fafcinatcd,  he  faw  nothing  but  imperti- 
nence and  frippery.  The  Jate  hours 
were  infufferable  to  a  man  who  rofe  at 
fix,  dined  at  three,  and  difmifTed  his 
houfchold  with  &mily  prayers  at  ten. 
He  was  (hocked  at  the  refinement  which 
banilhed  ferioiis  difctiflion  from  poUfhed 
circles ;  and  he  never  could  fullv  com- 
prehend  the  duties  of  laborious  idlencli, 
the  arcana  of  modern  vifiting,  the  va- 
nity  of  univerfal  acquaintance,  or  thofc 
reftraints  upon  the  emotfons  of  genuine 
nature  which  faHiion  prefcribcs  and  in- 
fipidity  adopts.  Every  thing  fir  Wil- 
Ham  heard  and  faw  had  to  him  an  air  of 
the  marvellous.  He  could  fcarcely  be- 
lieve that  the  admirer  of  vertu,  who 
piqued  himfelf  upon  his  knowledge  of 
Greek  and  Roman  ruins,  might  be  igno- 
rant of  the  architedlural  magnificence  of 
the  capital  of  the  Britifh  empire.  He 
thought  the  pure  honour  of  a  peer  or  a 

D  2  fenator    ^ 
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fenator  mud  be  futlicd  by  condefeendti^ 
to  admit  a  profelTed  Hiarper  to  be  tbe 
companion  of  his  convivial  hours.  He 
never  could  reconcile  Sunday  routs  vitk 
his  notion  of  a  fteady  wetUregulated  fa- 
mily;  and  he  abfolutely  interdifted  ladj 
Fowerfcourt  from  aflbciating  with  what 
was  then  termed  thejir^  circle,  when  he 
came  to  know  that  fome  of  its  fair  mem- 
hers  occaGonally  difpenled  with  the  fano 
ttons  of  female  decorum. 
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who  really  loved  his  wife  muft  adopt  all 
lier  fcQcimentSt  and  conform  to  all  her 
wiihest  was  inefitftuaUy  oppofed  to  the 
rigid  pertinacity  with  which  fir  William 
defended  the  principles  that.he  had  ever 
tonfidered  to  be  the  out-works  of  reli- 
]poa  and  moraUty.  The  circutnftancea 
which  had  induced  Urn  tioput  his  ^^firee 
«anditioo  into  circomipeAion*'  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  favour  the  claims  of 
female  fupremacy ;  and  he  entertained 
the  very  heterodox  notion,  that  when, 
a  lady  Mis  violently  in  love»  the  ft* 
voured  gentleman  has  a  right  to  expeA 
that  (he  will  make  an  obliging  atten* 
uve  wife,  rather  more  ftudious  of  his 
humour>  than  devoted  to  the  indul- 
gence of  her  own.  This  is  hot  the  only 
notion  in  which  the  lords  of  the  Crea- 
don are  mifled  by  that  vanity  of  which 
nature  has  given  them  a  preponderant 
(hare.  The  delicacy  of  the  female  mind 

p  3  may 
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may  very  pofTibly  be  attached  to  the 
fplcndid  titles,  large  pofTcfTions,  orhandr 
jbmc  equipages  of  a  gentleman*,  whca 
the  gemleman  himfclf,  confidcred  apart 
from  ail  thcfc  appendages,  would  never 
_^ikt  any  body  fupcrior  to  bis  dairy* 
maid.  Would  it  not  be  unjuft  to-chargf 
a  countcfs  with  inconfiflency,  becaufe 
fhe  neglected  her  noble  carl,  when  all  the 
time  her  heart  had  been  only  actraded 
by  ihejullre  of  his  coronet?   The  noble 
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» 

•*  difcretc  young  creature"  to  a  "  very 
good  fort  of  a  rnan  a  few  years  older 
ibs^n  herfclf.''  It  might  prefcrvc  many 
a  refpc6lable  bachelor  from  the  vexacioo 
ofdiiappointmentt  and  preveixthecen- 
forious  from  fixing  the  charge  of  ioconk 
fiftcncyupon  many  a  lady'&  charaAer, 
who  rather  deferv.es  admiration  for  uo- 
fbaken  conftaocy. — But  to  return  from 
my  digreflTion.— ^ 

Faffaiony  who  in  one  of  her  whimfical 
moments  elevated  lady  Fowerfcourt  into 
a  Brft-ratc  toaft  at  Bath^  capricioufty^ 
denied  her  in  London  the  eclat  to  which 
(he  now  conceived  hcrfclf  entitled.  T-bc 
glofs  of  novelty  was  paft,  and  the  ac- 
traAion  of  the  ridiculous  was  Icflcned 
by  the  appearance  of  frcfh  cccemrititicfs 
in  newer  charaftcrs;  She  drcffed  with 
greater  taRe,  and  her  repartees  poffcfltd 
fopeiior    wit    and  brilliancy  5    but    the 

D  4  gizcr 
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^ser  and  the  liftener  no  kHigier  an- 
nounced her  triumph. 

My  nifttrofily  friends  alTure  me,  ^t 
one  prime  ingredient  of  nftrfkgefeUciqr 
is,  that  you  always  bavea  belpowteit 
-hand,  to  ffhom  you  truisferibe>burdco 
of  faults  and  misfortunes.  Lady  P-oweF& 
court  could  find  no  other  reofon  for  her 
going  out  of  falhion>  than  that  fir^i^^ 
liam,  not  content  with  his  -6wn  lingala- 
rities,  had  abfoluteiy  prohibited  her  from 
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nfigbtiibc-wvtfi'pl^WiBoUi.MiM  At 

«aeii^  tD -a  fiifle' 4itraDaeA -mif thf  4uK 
Die  ms  forced  toibe  its  oxArious  in  avoids 
iiig  a  i^Mi^  entatdri  or  k  witckifiii  ufxm 
pricftcrafc,  as  if  flic  were  wife  to  the 
Archbi(b«p  of  Canterbury.  Wbat  'Woi^ 
mati  of  fpirit  could  brodk  fuch  re* 
firiAiom  ?  If  Oie  rtiiift  be  moped  vfr, 
better  nituni  and  rufticate  at  Poireiil^ 
couRi  than  &  £lce  Tantalus  wkhbi 
reach  of  the  'defired  cDJ^^ment  wfaidi 
Ibe  was  not  permitticd  to  fltarc.  She 
Itintcd  to  her  bufimnd  fiiRiccbing  )ike>a 
wifli  to  do  To  in  a  moment  of  mbody  dif^ 
comcnr,  oOcaBbiicd  by  ^  {>ereizyj|ory 
dcclaiatioa  that  flic  Should  i)ot  go  >to,# 
-nafijaeradcv  though  ^  iic^c  waspF^. 
D  5    '  cured. 
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curcd>  the  drcfs  befpoke,  andtheptrtf 
formed  for  the  happy  occafion.  He  far 
once  cordially  acquiefccd  in  her  wiflies^ 
by  declaring,  that  it  was  the  very  plan 
he  meant  to  proprafe.  *'  I  am  fure»  my 
•'  dear,"  faid  he,  "  your  i)c*lth  has 
•*  been  greatly  injured  by  living  in  this 
'*  fmoky  unwholcfome  place ;  and  the 
**  late  hours  and  conltanc  racketing  have 
•«  worn  your  poor  nerves  all  to  pieces. 
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quiet  finnnefs  wbich  di/conocrted  pp- 
pofidon.  Hscr.ladyfliip  muft  cichcrdilr 
puce  or  fainCj  and  Ihc  chofe  the  latter 
as  the  moft  gentlewomanlikc  ilyle  of 
contradiction.  Sir  William  was  verf 
forryj  and  very  afCduous  to  refiorc.hcr} 
but  the  reviving  fair  faw  no  (igns.of 
compun6tion  in  his  countenance^  nor 
did  he,  by  inquiring  after  the  raufc  of 
her  diforder,  give  her  an  opportunity  oF 
pointing  out  the  only  means  of  prevent- 
ing a  rclapfe.  Indeed^  he  was  become 
rather  callous  to  die-away  arguments  s 
and  though  his  native  candour  fpurncd 
fiifpicionj  their  frequent  recurrence  led 
him  to  doubt  the'cxiftence  of  the  fto- 
mach  fpafms  whence  this  difagreeable 
excurfion  had  originated.  I  mean  by 
thefc  obfcrvactons  to  caution  my  readers 
to  be  very  fparing  in  the  ufe  of  thcfc 
cbef^d^.d'uvres  of  female  generalftiip,  bc- 
caufc    the   too    great  frequency  of  an 

D  6  ambuf- 
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The  pilgrim  who  fpecds  along"  the 
road  of  life  generally  encounters  a  fimi-- 
lar  mixture  of  pain  and  plcafurci  noc 
merely  in  the  aggregate^  but  intimately 
blended  in'  every  event.  Thc'  roft  graws 
fo  clofe  to  the  thorn,  that  you  cantiot 
gather  k  without  rncoumcring  a  painful 
lihifjtion;  white  on  the  other  hand  our 
attention  is  diverted  frohi  the  mituite 
wound  by  the  exquifite  fragrance  of  the 
flower.     The    p-iins    and    plc^furcs    of 
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to  bis  enchanted  caftle.   The  tvrenticth 
mUc-ftone   was   pafTcd,    yet   Atropos^ 
though  oft  invoked,   forbore  to  extend 
her  mortal  (hears,  %hen  an  unexpcdcd 
Iburce  of  confolacion  fuddenly  prefcntcd 
itfelf — not  in  the  (hapc  of  aknigjhtarmcd 
cap^a^fie  with  fpear  and  buckle,  nor  in 
the  more  modern  accoutrement  of  a  fine 
gentleman  with  a  brace  of  piftols ;  and, 
to   fay  the   truth,    though  a  rencontre 
with  lord  Jehu  jiift  at  this  crifis  might  be 
a  vci'y  popular  incident,  I  am  glad  that 
fir  William,  for  whofe  charadcr  I  cannot 
help  feeUng  a  degree  of  regard,  was  not 
drawn  into  any  military  adventures.     I 
enjoy  the  idea  of  his  rclpcftablc  figure, 
perfcdly  fatisfied  with  his  viflory,  riding 
compofcdly  by  the  fide  of  his   chariot, 
and  wondering  if  he  might  venture  to 
get  into  it   at    the    next  ftagc.     Lady 
Powerfcourt's  confolations  were  derived 
from  the  philofophic  temperament  of  her 

own 
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own  mind.  She  recolleded  that  fiie 
fiiould  have  it  in  bcr  poirer  to  difpbjr 
fuch  a  wardrobe  a»  hid  never  befbife 
bbzcd  on  the  aftonifhed  inhabitants  of 
CacrnarvonQiire :  diat  Powericourt  WM 
now  converted  into  a  perfcft  paradife^. 
and  fhe  (hould  reign  the  unrivaUed  Ap> 
mida  of  the  enchanting  region,  every 
part  of  which  would  announce  herdircft- 
:aRe.     Prudence  flcDped  J 
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t»f  die  ait  of  MJolii^  on  anf  future  occt-^ 
Aoo  I  andthepi  though  (he  mighc  not  be 
obk«  triumph^  Ibe  would  at  leaft  make 
^|Ood  her  fetraac» 

Theft  plicable  ideal  lb  happily  pre* 
inifledp  that  when  thtfftopped  at  St«  Al-^ 
4iaos  (or  refreflntenc^  her  ladjpflup  on 
al^bting  offered  her  hand  «o  the  baro- 
jKt  with  die  beft  ^graoe  jo  the  world, 
and  andcipatcd  bis  inquiries  how  (he 
had  borne  her  journey,  by  declaring  ihac 
he  was  qiuce  right  in  fuppofing  the 
country  air  would  do  her  good,  for  that 
flie  already  found  herfelf  much  better*. 

Sir  William  was  equally  delighted  withr 
the  change,  and  puzzled  to  guefs  at  che 
means  by  which  it  had  been  eflSrdbcd.. 
Somebody  or  fomcthing  was  very  much 
to  bbmei  but  for  his  life  he  could 
hardly  tell  where  the  fault  by>  whether 
in  the  contagious  atmofpherc  of  Lon« 
doo,  in  his  huly's  caprice,,  or  his  owa 

fufpi* 
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fufpiciohs.  However,  he  now  foani} 
Mmfelfinvcfled  with  plenitude  ofpoweri 
and,  like  a  pTudcnc  montrcht-l^t^begtB 
to  confider  in  what  way  he  fhorfd  «xMt 
itf  but  hi>  generous  heart  had  been  Co 
Jbftenrd  by  his  lady's  concelQons,  that 
-he  poOtively  refolved  upon  no  further 
exercife  of  his  prerogative^  than  that  lady 
PowrrfcQurt  Ihoutd  pay  her  forma)  vifict 
by  hcrfclf  in  future>  and  that  he  woHld- 
never  more  wear  his  white  and  filver. 
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violently,  that  ir  was  abfolutcly  iinpoUi'- 
blc  to  have  a  fire  ;  and,  confcqucntly, 
that  it  muft  be  urdefs  nine  months  in 
tfac  year.  TIib  afpril:  of  the  dining 
apartofient  was  equally  dreary  j  the  pro- 
{pc&  indeed  was  enchanting,  but  the 
lalbes  llarted  about  an  inch  from  the 
fraiDCS  i  and  the  warped  doors  wcro  un- 
fivourablc  cither  to  a  graceful  exit  or 
erlrancr,  as  it  was  only  by  means  of 
kicking  and  pulhing  thac  any  one.  could 
either  advance  or  retreat^,  and  ai  the 
chimoey,  the  windows,  and  the  doors,, 
.were  all  conllrufted  uni&rmly,  any  al- 
teration was  dangerotis,,  perhaps  imprac- 
ticable. The  ready*  invention  of  lady^ 
Powerfcourt  difcovcfcd,  that,  as  there- 
could  only  be  propcr.for  fumnicr  apart- 
Bienis,  fotne,  tiulc  fnug  parlour-  could 
be  fitted  up  for.gencral  rclidence  ;  and 
ifaey  proceeded  to  .the  library..  This  wis 
lofty  and  cucnfivci  but  Mr.Outlinc'fi 
taftc 
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mfte  for  deconiion  fcecned  to  luvfl  M* 
nihilated  in  primary  intention  f  fer  the 
multitude  of  bufts,  models,  and  fta- 
tuei,  left  no  fpacc  for  ImoIu.  Sir 
William  continued  his  mor^U&ig  toup 
through  the  reft  of  the  ftate  apaitmeiiat. 
wluch  might  be  truly  faid  *^  to  keep  the 
promife  to  the  eye,  and  break  it  to  At- 
lenfe/*  and  conduded  his  jourtiey  i» 
the  great  hill,  where,  as  he  finight  U 
Ttin  for  the  long  oaken  tables  and  fbrffla- 
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%ith  old  Morgan  the  blind  harper,  who 
had  exhibited  in  it  the  preceding  evening 
juft  by  way  of  hanfel,  he  laid,  while  the 
\houiemaids  and  gardeners  were  footing 
k  a  little  below  for  recreation,  becaufe 
hb  Honor  was  conung  home  again« 

Sir  Wiiliam  left  my  lady  to  conftruft 
ways  and  means  for  fupporting  the  tot- 
tering edifice,  and,  with  a  deep  Ggh 
and  a  fecret  murmur  againil  new-fangled 
trumpery,  proceeded  to  examine  the 
out-door  fcenes«  The  tafte  of  Mr.  Out- 
line for  objcfts  had  induced  him  to  re- 
move fevcral  ufeful  edifices  to  incon- 
venient ficuations,  while  he  occupied 
their  places  with  erections  of  no  form 
nor  likelihood,  which  continually  drew 
from  the  impatient  baronet  the  excla- 
mations of  ^  What  is  this  for  ?'*  and 
^*  What  docs  this  mean  ?*'  The  ftews 
were  all  drained,  and  their <placis  occu- 
pied by  the  ruins  of  a  naval  amphithea* 
6  tre. 
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tre,  while  the  ftream  that  fupplted  them' 
was  taught  to  hop  from  pebble  to -pebble 
in  diminutive  imitation  of  old  Conwaj^'s 
foaming  flood}  which  roared,  in  proad 
magnificence,  at  a  liicle  diHance.  The 
windmill  had  given  way  to  a  temple  dedi- 
cated to  ^olus-i  and  the  pigeon-hoafe 
was  fucccedcd  by  an  aviary  of  foreign 
birds,  none  of  wjiich,  in  £r  Williani's 
ctpinion,  were  To  beautiful  as  the  gold- 
finch, or  fuog  like  the  nightingale.  As 
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txckcn  hf  vernal  ftortns.  In  (hoit>  to 
adopt  the  owner*8  *de(cription  of  the' 
houfe  and  gardens,  ^*  The  former  was 
*<  very  cafty  and  very  inconvenient ;  and' 
^'  m  the  latter  there  was  nothing  that 
<<  you  wanted ;  but  there  were  ruins  and 
^^heathen  gods'  in  abundance.*' 

Sir  William's  difguft  did  not  prevent' 
lady  Powcrfcourt  from  exhibiting  her- 
fclf  to  infinite  advantage  fn  rhc  office  of 
Ciceroni,    and  (he  continued  to  point 
out  the  beauties  of  the  new  improve- 
ments, till  her  neighbours  had  cxhauftcd 
every  topic  of  adulation,   and  her  own 
tongue  grew  weary  of  the  plcafing  tale. 
It  is  fuggefttd,  that  the  inconveniences 
I  have  enumerated  afterwards  ftruck  her' 
more  forcibly  than  any  one  elfe ;   and 
that  her  reafon  for  hating  Powcrfcourt  * 
was,  that  no  human  creature  could  be 
well    or  cpmfortable   in   fuch   a  cold ' 
dreary  wildernefe  fort  of  i  place.    Nor  * 

did 
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i]id  her  ff^endid  attire  afibrd  «  more 
permanent  (atis&dioo:  in  fome  irddei 
of  drcfs  Ihc  was  aDticipattd,  in  odien 
outOioiic  t  and  none  excited  aftonifftnieat 
after  their  firft  exhibition.  Alas  I  if 
happincfs  be  not  felted  m  the  Riiiid,  even 
the  gratification  of  our  wifhei  will  not 
cnfure  its  poflelfion.  * 

A  few  moDths  after  lier  ladylhip's  re* 
turn  to  Powerlcourt,  my  Heroine  firft 
faw  the  light ;  and  though  fir  William 
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MTOlence  and  hofpicBlicjr,  hU  lady  was 
nimiiiatiog  on  the  poffibilicy  of  being  at 
Cbefter  races  s  and^  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  her  matronly  friends^  (he 
refolved  on  the  hazardous  expedient  of 
a  toa  early  appearance  in  public  J^ 
fevere  cold  was  the  immediate  confc*- 
quence  i  and  the  ncgle  A  of  the  firft  ma« 
temal  duty,  joined  to  inattention  to  her 
own  fafcty^  was  ibon  obferved  to  have 
occafioned  a  total  change  in  her  confti« 
tudon.  Years  of  ill  healthy  confine* 
mcnt,  and  fevere  fufferbg,  prored  the 
melancholy  forerunner  of  premature 
death. 

From  the  account  I  have  already 
given  of  lady  Powerfcourt,  the  reader  will 
not  fuppofe  that  padence  tempered  the 
bitter  cup  of  woe  with  its  lenient  fweets. 
Her  mind  wasdeftituteof  naturalftrength, 
her  temper  poflcfled  no  nadve  gentle- 
ncfs,    her  education  taught  her  rather 

VOL,  I.  £  to 
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to  conceal  than  to  Tubdue  the  irritabiKty 
of  her  difporition;  and,  being  foMf 
confined  to  the  acquirement  of  a  few 
external  accomplilhments,  no  menttl 
treafures  were  laid  up  in  ftore  againft 
•the  bitter  day  of  advcrfity.  Thelofa  of 
health  and  beauty  at  fire-and-twenty  may 
certainly  be  conPidered  as  &  fevcre  de- 
privation i  and  when  to  thole  evils  Ume- 
ners  and  occsfionally  levere  furring 
were  added>  it  could  only  be  a  com- 


♦ 


The  p«ffive  fptric  of  interefted*^ 
1^  i^ifii^  ilioi]|h  #  WittiMi^s  {Maili 

belongs  to  the  charafte^of  a  bufl^^na^ 
iuagentknefs  ibmetimea  proired  unequal 
to  the  arduous  conQiA,  and  he  fek  a 
deprefling  inquietude,  which  even  the 
fmilcs  of  his  little  girl  could  not  con-^ 
itantly  divert.  Though  calamity  ren- 
ders the  fcJfUh  mind  ftill  more  callous 
CO  the  forrows  of  othersi^  it  (timulates  bcr 
tievoleoce  to  increafed  exertions*  Lad/ 
Power fcourt  was  juft  relieved  from  one 
of  her  fevereil  attacks,  when  her  fervant 
brought  her  a  letter,  which,  after  a 
flight  perufal,  ftie  tofled  contemptuoufly 
upon  the  table. 

2  2  "  You 


■6 
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"  You  Acta  diflurbed,  my  dear,"  £ud 
lirWiUUnij  who  happened  to  be  pre* 
ienr. 

"  No  wooder,"  returned  her  hdylhip  f 
**  fuiely  I  hive  troubles  enoi^h  of  mr 
**  own  without  being  peflered  with 
"  other  people's :  but  it  ii  like  the  ufml 
**  htconfifteacy  of  that  tboughdels  crcs^ 
"  aire's  chan^n"    - 

**  WhtHii  do  you  mean?"  faid  ibt 
l>e(KV<^nt  btrone^  whofe  atteotioili  m 
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il(k1,  that  it  contsinedan  appeal  not  only 
to  the  humanity  but  alfo  to  the  honour 
of  his  lady,  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  her 
with  fome  degree  of  refentmcnt,  and 
exclaimed,  "  How  came  you  to  forget 
•'  the  poor  woman  ?  Why,  you  pro- 
«  tnifed  to  do  fomething  for  her  buf- 
*•  band  ]" 

"  She  ipterpr^  general  c^prelllons 
**  too  Uigely,"  refumcd  her  l^dyOiIp : 
**  I  h^ve  doiK  her  a  great,  man^  h- 
**  TOUTS,  in(l  Ihould  haVf '  don«  her 
**  many  iQorc ;  but  I  foun^  ogt  that  (he 
**  ifas  bafci  ivigrateful,  ftod  i^ot  worthy 
«'  of  my  notice." 

•*.I  am  fony  for  it  with  0  my  hwrt," 
replied  fir  William  i  "  Ac  re^ll^ 
V  writes  like  a  IcnGblc  woman  ao^  » 
**  good  Chriftiaa,"  • 

**  Mo(t  people  ^ith  wb«Q  1  ha^qK* 

w  to  dil»gFce,  uc  fo  in  your  ofvwnt" ' 

■     « 3  "My 
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*<  Mj  dear,  I  am  forry  to  find  you 
*'  difturbcd  -,  your  fide  U  in  pab  agati^ 
*'  I  am  afraid." 

"  It  was  a  great  deal  better;  but 
**  this  woman's  impertinence  brings  on 
*'  all  my  old  complaints." 

"  No,  no,  it  won't » .only  keep  your- 
**  felf  quiet :  but  pray,  as  I  am  quite  a 
"  ftranger  to  the  ftory,  will  you  tell  me 
*'  what  this  Mrs.  Evans  did,  to  make 
"  you  fo  very  angry  with  her  ?" 
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**  which  (he  has  been  guilty  of.  '  Be- 
*'  caufe  fhc  had  been  a  fort  of  humble 
•'  friend  when  wc  were  quite  girls,  (he 
•'  had  the  ctFrontery  to  beg  mc  to  intro- 
"  ducc  her  hufband  to  you;  a  fcllow,  . 
"  whofe  grandfather  was  nothing  but  a 
"  travelling  pedlar.  Did  you  ever  know 
*'  foch  audacity  !" 

Dotibtlefi  fir  WiHiam  would  have  felt 
▼cry  angry,  if  one  of  his  own  relations 
had  contaminated  the  blood  of  Powerf- 
cooit'  by  mixing  it  with  the  "  puddle  of 
s  pedlary"  and  his  rerenctnent  might 
have  continued,  nil  he  difcovcred  that 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  do  the  dif- 
graced  couple  an  aft  of  fervice ;  but  he 
thought  it  very  ridiculous  that  a  family 
of  ycftcrday  Ihould  in  this  inftance  pre- 
tend to  the  fame  delicacy  with  one 
that  could  be  traced  ihrdugh  untold 
centuries.  Herladylhip,  perceiving  thai 
the  gl«W  of  rcfcntment  did  not  kindle 
£  4  in 
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in  tiis  countenance  fo  fall  as  (be  ex- 
pcAedi  added  b^  way  of  climax,  '*  And 
**  flie  fent  the  letter  the  very  day  when 
**  Aie  knew  I  intended  to  recdve  com- 
**  pany;— only  think  of  endeavouiing; 
"  to  occupy  my  attendon  at  foch  a 
"  lime." 

«  I  think,"  faid  (ir  Wiltiun  empba-' 
ticallyi  "  that  poor  Mrs.  Evans  bu  b«en 
*<  very  unfortunate  io  a[f)tying  wIwq 
**  you  were  either  too  much  engaged 


^  Veiy  likclf.  rtrj  fikdr^  repKed 
the  good  maa }  ^  you  never  mcaoc  winc 
^  yoo  fiid,  and  ib  ibigQC  all  about  k. 
^*  Boc  you  fee  (he  has  remembered  i^ 
^  tod  ptrlMpa  the  wyU  «ny  duak 
<*  diat  it  is  owing  to  me  diat  you  have 
**  not  kept  your  woid,  at  leaft  accord- 
«  ing  CD  Mrs.  Evans's  account  of  the 
<c  matttr:  however,  I  wiU  try  to  dear 
«'  up  the  oiiflakc;  and  as  Ifae  is  your 
<'  friend  and  relation,  tbey  fliaU  not  be 
'«  left  dcftitute,'' 

Sir  William  here  rofe  and  hurried 
out  of  the  room,  vrtule  lady  Powerfcoort 
loudly  difclaimed  die  word  relaiUn^  pro* 
fcfting  Mrs.  Evans  could  not  be  nearer 
than  a  fecond  coufio,  whkh  flie  counted 
nodiing  atalL 


»S 
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Om  Icif .approring  bour  wkol*  jttn  outwaigbs 
Of  Anpid  ftucni  aiid  of  loud  huiuii 

Fopf. 

Thb  benevolence  of  fir  WiUiam  Powv 
erfcourt  was  not  confined  within  ~  the 
narrow  limits  of  relations  and  friends. 
It  was  not  annihilated  by  the  fuppofition 

of  ingratitude,  nor  did  its  delicate  fen- 


I 


mde  mdy  &rgivenefi  almoft  outftep 
oSbnoe.  He  mounted  bis  horfc,  and 
fode  CQ  IJangollen.  On  the  road  he 
IDcdkaccd  not  on  the  fkulu  of  lady  Poun* 
ericouitj  for  perhaps  his  imagination 
was  afraid  of  venturing  into  fuch  an 
ample  fields  boc  on  the  fpecdieft  means 
of  alkviatiiig  the  evils  which  her  ncgleft 
had  caufed.  Having  heard  an  excellent 
charaAcr  of  the  Evans's  from  fome 
neighbouring  gentlemen,  he  haftened  to 
the  cotuge  which  Ibeltered  mode  ft 
worth.  He  found  the  wife  engaged  in 
the  humble  offices  of  domeftic  bufinefsj 
while  the  hufband  was  rocking  a  liccle 
baby  to  fleep,  and  penning  his  Sunday 
difcourfe.  However  inelegant  chefe  oc- 
cupations might  bcj  fir  WilHam  Powcrf- 
court  fiincied  that  they  both  looked  like 
very  fenfible  people^  and  very  good 
Chriftians. 

1 6  The 


i 


(4         A  fALt  ov  Tin  rnau 

The  buGnefs  of  introduAioii  nu  feoa 
Bc^ufl-ed.  Poverty  hid  enfeebled  but 
not  extinguilhed  the  light  of  letRred 
fcience  and  polifhrd  m^nnen  whicfi 
formerly  irradiated  the  Evans's,  and  bc- 
nevolthce  had  entirely  baniftied  all  ce* 
reinomous  rcfervc  from  their  refpcAable 
gueft.  He  informed  Mrs.  Evans  thu 
he  had  a  little  girl  as  pretty  as  dM 
which  lay  aflccp  in  the  cradle,  but  that 
her  poor  cou&n>  kdy  PowerfeouR,  had 


cSitOTf  apiuattofi  of  bk  wife's  con* 
duft.  His  defence,  indeed^  amounted 
lb  Imfe  marc  cliaa  that^  when  people 
were  nioeh  engaged  eidmr  by  pleaftire  or 
pain,  d^y  were  veiy  apt  only  to  think 
gf  tfaenofebes :  yet  &  powerful  was  his 
ibeioric,  that  die  burning  blulhes  on 
Mrs.  Evans's  cheek  were  fooa  quenched 
fay  a  flood  of  tears  i  and  chough  fir  Wil** 
liam  was  not  abfolotely  unacquainted  with 
tears  of  anger  and  ditdaiOf  he  was  con« 
vinced  that  ibefc  were  of  a  milder  qua^ 
lity.  Mrs.  Evans's  grief  was  accompanied 
by  the  livelicft  exprc0ions  of  regret  for 
lady  Powerfcourt's  fufleriogs,  and  the 
flBoft  anxious  wiflies  for  her  recovery.  Sir 
William's  eyes  (hone  with  kindred  fen* 
fibility,  he  drew  his  chair  clofer  to  the 
fircj  prcfl*ed  her  hand  with  the  freedom 
of  long  indmacyy  and  cheerfully  partook 

of  the  homely  hxc  with  which  the  hof^ 

pitality 
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pitality  of  Mr.  Evans  had  covered  die 
tittle  deal  uble. 

He  then  took  occaCon  to  aflc  the.ptr- 
ticulars  of  their  fnuation,  and  foon 
found  that  it  was  penurious  in  the  ext 
treme.  Every  refource  had  been  tried, 
every  friend  applied  to »  but  relburcei 
are  not  incxhauftible,  and  even  friends 
do  not  always  anfwcr  the  calls  of  indir; 
gence  with  prompt  relief.  The  hvoat 
which  had  been  folicited  of  lady  Pow> 
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connoiflcur  in  nurfcry  tranfaftions,  icenw 
cd  much  attradcd  by  its  infancinc  charms; 
Finding  that  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
iponfors  had  hitherto  caufcd  the  chnf- 
tcnin^  ceremony  to  be  delayed,  he  o& 
fcred  himfelf  to  underuke  the  office, 
adding  a  few  words  exprcfliire  of  his 
ienfe  of  its  folemn  importance ;  and  ha- 
ving prefented  the  mother  with  what  be 
called  his  ufual  ofliering  on  fuch  occa- 
lionsj  a  bank-note  of  fifty  pounds^  he 
took  leave  of  the  enraptured  pair  with 
many  kind  affurances  that  they  ihould 
foon  hear  of  him  again. 

Providence  feemed  to  affift  firWil- 
fiam's  generous  rcfolution  of  making 
ample  provifion  for  opprcfled  merit* 
His  domeftic  chaplain,  on  receiving  the 
prefentadon  to  a  valuable  prebend,  with 
noble  moderation  vacated  the  living  of 
Powcrfcourt,  worth  near  four  hundred 
pounds  per  annum.   The  charafter  and 

abilities 
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abitides  of  Mr.  Etsiu  feemed  to  poiot 
bim  out  as  an  cU^ble  fucccflbr  i  but  it 
appeared  to  be  an  infuperable  difficulty 
Co  gain  lady  Powerfcourt's  approfaatioa 
of  fuch  a  plan.  Luckily>  however,  ihe 
lady  was  not  quite  inexorable.  The  hur 
mane  concern  which  Mrs.  Evans  ck^ 
prefled  for  her  illnels  had  been  placed 
in  the  ftrongeft  point  of  view,  and  if  it 
had  not  wrought  upon  her  gradtude,  i( 
St  leaftt  by  recalling  to  her  memory  thf 
obliging   companion  and  the   attentive 
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flew  to  inform  my  lady  that  he  was  the 
*^  cbarwmgift  and  moft  deHghtfukJt 
preacher  in  the  world ;  that  Mrs.  Evans 
too,  though  an  excellent  manager^  was 
m  amiable  agreeable  creature^  quite  the 
gentlewoman  both  in  manner  and  ap^ 
pearancc'^ 

Sir  WilKam  had  purpofed  ufhering  if| 
his  intended  difpofal  of  the  living  of 
Powcrfcourt,  by  obfcrvations  on  the 
lofs  ihcy  fliould  fuftain  by  Mr.  Jones'a 
removal,  and  how  highly  dcfirable  ic 
was  to  have  an  agreeable  neighbour  ac 
the  reftory.  He  intended  next  to  aU 
lode  to  Mr.  Evans's  reputed  (kill  at 
back  •gammon,  and  to  inquire  if  his 
wife  was  not  a  very  chatty  convcrfabte 
woman  ;  but  rpy  lady  (lopped  his  exor- 
dium in  the  midft  by  one  of  thofe  fwect 
furprifals  in  which  the  reader  will  per- 
ceive (he  abounded,  and  begged  him 
as  a  favour  to  compliment  her  coufms 

with 
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with  the  prefentationi — a  requeft  which 
was  granted  with  equal  aftooilhaent 
and  joy. 

Thofe  who  hav«  been  accudomed  ta 
dread  the  cenfurcs  of  their  own  beartay 
and  to  fuppofe  that  an  unwarrantable  in- 
dulgence of  the  irritable  paOions  iniift 
produce  felf-condemnation,  will  proba- 
bly wonder  that  lady  Powcrfcoun  ftiould 
wi(h  for  the  focicty  of  a  perfon  whole 
prefence  mufl  adminiflcr  perpetual  re- 
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lofe  the  remembrance  of  paft  ftorms  in 
raviihing  admirarion  of  the  prefcnc  gen» 
tk  breese.  Though  endued  berfelf  with 
ditt  trembling  fenfibilicy  which  bleeds 
ac  every  porCj  (he  doubted  the  exifteoce 
of  feeling  in  the  fubordinate  orders  of 
mankind  -,  and  though  (he  had  left  her 
friend  finking  in  all  the  horrors  of  want 
widiom  ftretching  fonh  her  hand  to  fup- 
port  herj  (he  would  have  thought  that 
friend  the  moft  ungraceful  being  in  the 
worlds  if  (he  had  refufcd  to  dedicate  her 
time  to  the  ta(k  of  endeavouring  to  al- 
leviate her  real  or  fancied  forrows. 
•  Mrs.  Evans  certainly  could  feel,  but 
(he  could  alfo  forgive.  In  her  behaviour 
to  lady  Powcrfcourt  (he  appeared  to  re- 
niembcr  nothing  but  chat  (he  was  the 
friend  of  her  early  youch,  and  the  wife 
of  her  revered  benefador.  "  Ic  is  my 
•*  ducy,"  (he  ufcd  co  lay  co  her  huf- 
bandj  when  he  kindly  reproved  her  for 

devocing 
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devoting  To  much  time  to  the  padnful 
and  unwholcfomc  confinement  of  a  ficit 
chamber:  "  Confider,"  Die  continiin^ 
*'  how  much  wc  owe  to  fir  WlllUm'a 
**  bounty,  and  how  much  it  befits  m  to 
"  tiy  to  diminifli  thofe  troubles  with 
"  which  Providence  thinks  fit  to  prove 
**  the  worthteft  of  humaa  hearts.**  In 
this  opinion  Mr.  Evans  acquiefced*  and 
only  cautioned  hernot  to  injure  her  ia« 
valuable  health. 
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vejcations  by  which  the  increafed  irrica- 
bility  of  lady  Powerfcourt's  temper  con* 
triTtd  CD  cloud  every  enjoyntent  in  which 
ihe  could  no  longer  partake.  Ic  feetned 
ii  if  her  example  was  intended  as  an 
awful  warning  to  the  pride  of  beauty 
and  the  pride  of  wealdi.  She  lived  to 
be  diigufting  and  dependantj  but  (he 
did  not  live  to  feel  and  acknowledge 
that  her  fiiults  required  the  righteous 
ehaftifemeni:. 

Sir  William^  deportment  at  her  death 
was  marked  by  that  decent  propriety 
which  charafbrized  all  his  actions.  He 
ifid  not  afieft  to  be  inconfolablcj  but  he 
treated  her  memory  with  becoming  re* 
fped.    He  fubmitted  to  the  inconveni- 
ence of  the  little  parlour  and  the  fum* 
mer  apartments^  becaufe  ic  would  look 
like  unkindnefs  to  his  poor  wife  to  re- 
ftore  things   to  their  old   ftate   again. 
From  the   iamc  motive  he  kept  the 

'  temples 
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temples  and  ftatucs  in  good  repair, 
though  he  either  forgot  their  namei  or 
niiftook  their  fituations  i  and  though  he 
rather  difliked  dogs,  he  permitted  an 
old  black  fpaniel  to  be  his  conftant  com- 
panion,'  becaufe  it  Teemed  to  be  the 
only  thing  to  which  Ihe  (hewed  anjr  at- 
tachment. Yet  bitter  remembranoe 
Would  fomedmcs  extort  from  him,  is 
the  company  of  very  particular  frte/ids»  . 
the  confcllion,  '*  that  the  poor  womaa 
'  had  very  odd  ways,  but  people  who 
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rodcd  by  the  rccoHcftion  of  paft  (brrowf , 
it  is  certain  he  never  appeared  pcrfeAly 
at  ea(c  when  love  or  marriage  was  the 
topic  of  converfacion ;  and  though  re- 
markable for  uniform  civility ,  the  words, 
•  fine  feeling/*  and  "  acute  fenfibiHty>" 
when  uied  in  their  general  import,  always 
drew  from  him  an  emphatical  <<  Nan- 
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CHAP.  vn. 


^—  She  «rtt  fair  tMyond  ygnr  brigbtelt  Uoottt 
(Titii  Envf  owni,  Cnce  novr  her  bloom  i*  fled,) 

F*iru  the  foroii  lh»,  wave  in  Pmej't  loom) 
Floil  ia  light  vilion  rannil  the  poet'i  Imri. 

Whene'er  with  Taft  (irailtjp  Ihe  Tmil'di 

Or  csu^i  the  orient  btulh  of  qnick 
How  fwccilj  muublc,  how  brightly  wild 

The  liquid  luAre  dvted  from  ber  cjct ! 


Eich  look,  each 
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dbas  nupdals.  Thef '  will  prohabljr 
Uame  me  for  begiiming  in  the  iniddle» 
and  that  going  back  to  die  firfl:  part; 
but  I  ba?c  not  even  yet  quite  unravelled 
the  doe  which  led  to  that  eveiic^  and 
OMift  entreat  their  patience  a  little  longer. 
NotUog  ii  ib  impofing  upon  the  gene^ 
iBlity  of  the  world  as  an  air  of  fuperior 
iafonnation  and  felf^confidcnce ;  I  (hall 
therefore,  inftead  of  acknowledging  my* 
£lf  to  have  been  in  an  error,  proceed  to 
fiate,  that  this  apparent  inconfiftency  is 
the  efied  of  dcfign,  and  ianfiioned  by 
authority. 

I  can  plead  the  example  of  many  in* 
gentous  authors,  who  folely  owe  their 
reputation  to  a  (kilful  generalfliip  in  the 
4tfrangemcnt  of  their  plans.  Some  have 
cfaofen  to  make  a  fecond  volume  take 
precedence  of  the  firft ;  others  have  ob- 
jeded  to  the  formality  of  a  beginning ; 
and  a  third  fet  have  difdained  the  pe* 

VOL.  I.  F  dantry 
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dantiy  o£  a  conclufioo.  ScTtnl  of  the 
wirs  of  the  laft  age  wrote  ptges  oa 
dicir  own  pre-exiftent  ftate ;  and  mutf 
writers  of  our  times  have  penned  vo* 
lumesj  which,  if  they  have  any  mean- 
ing,  tend  to  prove  that  it  would  have 
bten  better  had  they  not  exifted  at  alL 
Some  fuppofe  the  road  to  fame  lict 
through  the  labyrinth  of  inexplicable 
|>aradoxes;  while  others,  who  publiOi 
one  book  to  difprove  what  they  have 
written  in  another,  (cem  to  think  that, 
in  order  to  advance,  it  is  neccfiary  to 
move  backward,  like  a  crab*  In  vain 
docs  Criticifm  attempt  to  reftrain  thefe 
cxcurfive  flights:— the  modern  Pegafut 
is  too  reftive  to  endure  the  rein,  and  too 
volatile  to  attend  to'  the  lafh ;  and  moft 
writers  have  fuccceded,  who  have  at* 
tempted  to  found  their  reputation  on 
the  broad  bafis  of  Angularity  s  for  what 
jgreater  proof  of  originality  and  ipiric 

can 


ffuqr  iiM^  iols  knd  i|ion:  as  tke|r  Ifrietic  in 

«Mdow»  w  <icl^  line  hatikrdtowiir 
i^pe  of  MtiihilacioR*  Our  morxife  caikh 
iMfors  HOC  oidjr  impofe  upon  us  the 
ftern  laws  of  havii^  a  beginntpg,  a  mk^ 
die,  and  an  end;  but  they  Ibte  the  ncv 
cefficy  of  unity  of  dc%n,  and  an  atten* 
tion  to  toftume  in  age,  place,  and  cha- 
rader.  As  I  purpofcd,  therefore,  to 
treat  of  the  eSeds  arifing  from  the  mar«^ 
riage  of  hidy  Montetth,  it  became  ne-' 
ceffiry  for  me  to  hurry  into  the  midft 
of  the  ffcene,  to  bring  forth  Powerf- 
tcmrt-houfc  in  "  high  pomp  jubilant  /" 
and,  Kke  Homer,  Virgil,  and  Milton, 
to  adjuft  relative  circumftanccs  in  an 

F  2  cpifo- 
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cpifodical  manner.     In   one  refpeA  i 

differ  from  thefe  high  iuthoritic9>  1^ 
anakingmyfclf  the  relatorj  but  even  hem 
I  have  an  ingenious  fiftion  ready  to  ob- 
viate critical  afperity.  It  Is  only  fup- 
pofing  me  the  old  Neftor  of  the  fiible,  or 
the  chorus  of  the  fcene,  and  I  may  teU 
«s  takny  long  (lories  as  I  pleale,  and  mo- 
ralife  whenever  I  have  an  inclination, 
without  oficnding  againft  any  of  the  fla- 
cutea  of  Parnaflus  in  that  cafe  made  and 
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filial  deference  which  the  eternal  vrhine 
of  her  mother's  complaining  cenfure^ 
foiled  to  infpire.  Under  the  care  of  aa 
experienced  governefs  and  celebrated 
mafters,  procured  at  unfparing  expence^ 
(he  rapidly  acquired  every  female  grace 
and  iiutable  accomplilhment ;  but  it  was 
CD  the  inflrudions  of  Mrs.  Evans,  and  to 
the  tender  friendlhip  of  her  daughter 
Lucy,  that  her  mind  was  indebted  for 
its  richeft  treafures. 

At  the  age  of  fcvcnteen  (he  appeared 
an  enchanting  beauty ;  police,  fenfible^ 
accoropIi(hedj  affable,  and  generous; 
the  idol  of  her  father,  the  dr  light  of  her 
friends  and  dependants,  the  envy  of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  objcft  to  which 
every  man  of  fortune  in  the  county  fc* 
cretly  afpired : 


«< 


—  She  wat  indeed  the  glafs 
•'  Whertin  the  neighbouring  youth  did  drcfi  tbem- 

F   7  Mlfs 
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Mifs  Powcrfcouit's  example  would 
r^nflion  a  fcnall  ablurdity  ;  and  her  cn^ 
chanting  manners  excited  a  herd  of  awk- 
ward imiiacorf.  They  forgot,  however, 
that  it  was  her  wit  which  fupported'her 
opinion,  and  her  graceful  beauty  thu 
gave  elegance  to  the  form  of  a  bonnctj  or 
adjuftcd  the  drapery  of  a  robe. 

Some  faftidious  obfervers,  whOi  cold 
to  the  fafcinadon  of  captivating  lorelt- 
nefs,   contemplate    "  the  human  form 
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KCtr3i5iians  in  the  canfcioufQers  of  pof- 

To  tlicfc  obfcrvjrions  Candottr  re- 
ftlied,  that  even  Icvky  w^s  jjardotuWc  in 
fouih  and  beauty,  when  it  apjjcaretl  to 
be  ti>c  artlcfs  offspr'niQ  of  a  UappY  io;io- 
ceochcarti  that  iocxpcritucc  wcmWapw- 
logrzc  for  the  fauici  wiiicii  proceeded 
from  an  exuberant  &aw  of  animal  Jpi- 
no,  s  iboog  defire  to  {^eaJe,  and  a  ^f- 
pofitaon  npmmninnlj  prone  to  the  raoft 
gpacrov  difinacfcflcd  cdafidencei  that 
It  mi  impoinUe  for  her  id  tfcape  the 
knowledge  ef  her  own  peHeftkxw,  when 
emrj  tongue  was  loud  in  bcr  pralfe, 
and  dicre  were  none  to  difpnte  her  chun- 
40  pre-eiDinence  i  and  cliac  it  «u  eveiv 
maaabU  io  her  co:  with'  to  difplay  chofo 
dccUencws  which  Teemed  ever  to  oom* 
ownicate  delight  to  othcn.  I  hare 
ftaced  the  debates  which  were  aiufrd  bf 
die  aBpcanoce^  and  mannrra  of  tAJ£t 
E  it  Powe'rf- 
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Fowerfcourt,  and  (hall  only  obferve,  that 
in  point  of  numbers  tlie  ipplauden 
had  it. 

Many  were  the  detradors  tnd  imiti- 
cors  which  the  fair  Geraldine  eititedi 
but  one  young  lady,  who  waft  neither  hn 
rival  nor  her  copyift,  loved  her  with  im- 
affcAed  cenderncfs.  The  chara£ter  of 
Lucy  Evans  was  perfeftty  her  own ;  it- . 


A  TALE  OF  THX  TIMES.  lOJ 

(he  never  made  the  indulgences  of  Mifs 
Powerfcourt  the  model  for  the  regula- 
tion of  her  own  enjoyments  and  defires. 
She  had  read  much,  Ihe  had  thoughc 
more;  her  leifure  for  ftudy  and  reflec- 
tion was  greater  than  her  friend's,  and 
her  mind  imperceptibly  acquired  fupe- 
rior  energy.  Her  knowledge  of  the 
world  was  confined  to.  the  manor-houfe 
and  the  rcflory  i  althc  former  fhcfome- 
ttmes  met  mixed  charaAcrs ;  her  fcnli- 
bility  made  her  ftrongly  feel  their  impro- 
prieties, and  her  lincericy  generally  bc- 
Dayed  iho(e  emotions. 

The  ladies  were  friends  m  the  llrifteft 
fenfe  of  the  word :  but  when  I  own  that 
there  was  no  other  young  perfon  within 
fereral  miles  with  whom  Mils  Powerf- 
court could  property  form  an  intimacy, 
my  readers  will  probably  condemn  mc 
for  afcribing  the  term  friendlhip  to  an 
intercourfe  which  rather  proceeded  from 
F  5  chance 
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chaDce  and  locility  than  from  tifte  and 
foledton,  and  will  probably  predift  due 
it  was  very  lilcdy  to  be  annihilated  in 
the  rude  changes  of  the  joftling  wo^. 
The  following  pages  will  difoovcr  bow 
.^  they  are  right;  it  fhall  fuffice  forms 
at  prefcnc  ta  a£mi>  that  at  the  time  I 
am  treating  of  the  atcachmenc  wu.  mu- 
tual and  fiocere. 
*  While  the  ^r  Geraldine  bent  over 
the  harp  with  the  grace  of  a  Calliope 
and  the  execution  of  a  Cgcitiaj  L'A 
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•am  tfieir  eyes  from  the  dazzling  fplen- 
dour  of  forTune  to  the  mild  Juftre  of  mo- 
deft  independence.  Though  her  obfcr- 
vadoDs  did  not  proceed  from  a  moudi. 
exqeilitely  formed,  nor  were  enforced  by 
eyesof  peculiar  briHiancy,  they  befpoJcc 
a  correfi  intelligent  mind,  ani  were  ac- 
companied by  an  arch  naivete,  or  an  in- 
genuous earncftnefs,  which  fccmcd  ac 
once  to  deveiopc  the  fpeakcr's  artlefi 
•amble  charaAer.  Exukmg  at  the  at' 
teaaon  which  her  Lucy's  remMHca  ot>- 
-ORiinl,  Mifs  Poweilcoun  ever  delighted 
•0  lead  the  convcrfation  to  copies  on 
-wfcieh  Ihe  knew  her  to  excel ;  and  when 
the  fwnjr  v»  large,  inodell  diffidence- 
«u  often  cbamal  out  of  its  intended 
£laice  bycheaBeftkinatcartiSccs^.dK 
miArds  of  the  featt. 

Without  attribycing  too  much  tadic 

^Hofcnxnis  of  weabh,  it  may  readily  be 

tM^evttl*  A««  WMs  PoweffooOTt's  hand 

F  6  was- 


r  '"-•c  uucxcepaonable  oi 

the  moft  invincible  heroine  of 

romance  can  boaft,  fhe  was  ini 

to  tlie  earl  of  Monteith  at  Chefl 

ball,  and  at  her  chaperon's  req 

ceptcd  him  for  a  partner.  Thei 

tude  in  graceful  beauty,   age, 

and  connexionj,  pointed  them 

the  whole  company  as  a  moft 

match ;  and  a  litde  policy  was  ad 

ihat  the  peerlefs  pair  might  not 

parated  the  whole  evening.    TIi 

morning  his  lord/hip  appeared  earl 

the  courfe,  where  difmounting  y 

once  difcuffing  the  merits  of  d,< 

horfes,  or  attending  to  the  weigl 

the  riders,  he  took  his  frar  ;„  »k. 
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vpoa  the  iflTuc  of  the  courfe.  In  the 
evening  he  was  again  at  the  ball,  again 
requcfted  the  hand  of  his  former  part- 
ner, and,  without  once  fpraimng  his  an> 
de,  or  complaining  of  infufierable  heat, 
danced  till  three  o'cloctc  the  next  morn- 
ing. Every  body  was  now  fure  that  he 
was  captivated,  and  the  whole  county 
were  on  the  tip-toe  of  expeftation. 

Oa  the  very  day  of  her  return  to 
Fowerfcourt,  Geraldtne  fee  out  in  fearch 
<^  her  Lucy,  and  entreated  that  flic 
would  come  and  fpeod  a  little  dme  with 
her  at  the  manor.  It  was  impoflible  for 
MifsEvans  to  avoid  obferviiig,  that  her 
fnend's  account  of  the  ball,  the  drefies, 
and  the  manners  of  the  company,  was 
very  much  embarrafied,  and  dcftitute  of 
its  ofual  vivacity.  On  entering  the  dref- 
lii^-rooin,  Geraldtne  locked  the  door, 
and,  throwing  her.arms  around  her  Lu- 
'  cy's  neck,  told  her  ihe  bad  a  fccrct  to 
divulge 
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din^  which  was  of  the  grciteft  «■>• 
pomncc.  On  receiving  a  pronife  of  in- 
Tiolabk  fccrccy.  Mils  Powerfcomt  en- 
deavoured to  explain ;  bat,  after  fevenl 
ineSirAual  attempts  to  begin  the  difeo- 
very,  fhe  faw  fome  company  coming 
over  the  lawn,  and>  promifingher  friead 
to  be  more  ezpKcit  at  another  time,  the 
unlocked  die  door,  and  haftcoed  to  re- 
ceive her  guefts. 

It  was  more  than  a  week  before  Milt 
Evans  could  find  Icifure  from  her  d^ 


1 


of  her  iroubles^clpa  « tM^  f^^   iiH 

lid^  iiiaitcto  €dtea^ 
^iedife  vdl  iHitdb  atticealkdl^dfe  fe^ 
ittms   fhe  therefore  contested  herietf 
wkh  fecretly  wilhing  the  painful  anxiety 
ipeedfly  remo red  • 

But>  though   Mifs   Evans   was  thus 
ihort-fighted,  oiy  readers  have  probably 
dilcovered  enough  of  the  diforder  tp 
acquit  me  of  introducing    extraneous 
matter^  though  I  ihould  inftantly  r^ert 
to  lord  Monteidi.     On  daacing  with 
Mifs  Powerfcourt  the  firft   nighty  he 
publicly  declared  that  (he  was  the  finefl: 
girl  he  had  ever  fee q:  the  convcrfation 
in  the  ftand  convinced  him  that  (he  was 
uncomoionly  clever  i  and  at  the  inter- 

view 
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new  tbc  fecond  evening  fbe  appeared 
with  fuch  captivating  grace,  that  he 
loudly  proteRed  Ihe  was  the  mofl:  ele* 
gant  woman  in  the  world,  and  chat  Ge* 
^aldine  Powerfcourt  was  almoft  enough 
to  induce  any  man  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke 
of  marriage.  The  friends  to  whom  he 
uttered  thefe  rapturous  czclamuioia 
reported  them  to  their  mothers  and 
fifters,  who  repeated  them  to  their  ac- 
quununcej  but  the  rough  mafcuUne 
fendmcnt,   when    filtered  through  the 
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pcated  by  every  vifitor,  certainly  vibra- 
ted on  the  ear  of  the  fair  Geraldine  with 
a  pleafuig  found.  She  confidercd  the  ab- 
furdity  of  the  expreffion  to  be  cmircly 
chargeable  on  the  rclatcr,  but  that  the 
(entimenc  was  undoubtedly  hh  lordlhip's. 
She  only  anfwercd  by  the  words,  "  How 
ridiculous!  How  infinitely  abfurd!"'  but 
fhe  faluftied  and  fmilcd  while  fhe  repro- 
ved, and  made  no  effort  to  change  the 
converfaoon  to  a  more  Jenfible  fubjeft. 
Every  bodjr  oblerved  that  Ihe  fighcd  fre- 
qneody,  talked  lefs,  and  could  remem- 
faernone  but  plaintire  tunes.  The  lovely 
^■r  were  therefore  certainly  mutually 
finictco  i  and  it  was  earnedly  hoped  that 
fir  William  would  not  waywardly  ac- 
Kmpt  to  iaterdi£l  their  unicyi. 

A  month  elapled,  yet  the  enatnoured 

fwun  had  neither  flung  himfelf  at  the 

•leecof  his  dulcin::a,  nor  taken  any  other 

ftep  to  Iccure  the  prize  upon  which  his 

whole 
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whole  earthly  happinefs  depended.  This 
delay,  though  it  coft  the  lady  a  litdc 
chagrin,  was  yet  upon  the  whole  benefit 
cial  to  his  lorddiip's  caufe.  She  had  time 
to  reflet  upon  all  he  had  faid^  and  all  He 
had  looked  at  their  former  interviews ; 
and  though  her  own  knowledge  of  his  . 
character  was  limited  to  the  oblcrvadon 
of  uncommon  elegance  of  figure^  and  a 
gentlemanlike  addrefs,  the  whole  world 

(I  mean  that  part  of  it  with  which  MUs 
Powerfcourt  was  acquainted). protefted 
that  he  was  a  mod  amiable  and  ac«- 
compIi(hed  nobleman.  Thefe  vague  ia*^ 
definite  terms  may  be  compared  to  die 
outline  which  travellers  frequendy  pre- 
fcntof  newly-difcovered  countries,  leav- 
ing fpace  for  fucceeding  adventurers  to 
embellilh  the  chart  by  placing  .rivers, 
bays  J  and  mountains,  where  they  fup- 
pofe  they  may  be  found.  Mils  Powerf* 
court  excrcifcd  all  her  inventive  poW/i^rs  ' 

to> 
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CO  fill  up  the  iketch  of  lord  Monteith's 
chamSttTm  She  marlhalkd  ail  the  vir* 
tues  and  agrecriile  qisaltcks,  and  placed 
them  in  the  j)ropereft  ftadons.  Wk  was 
fapported  bf  tafte  and  learningi  gene* 
rofitjr  was  drcmnfcribed  by  prudence, 
and  heroiAn  wat  tempered  by  the  cnoft 
melting  fenfibflityv  In  fine,  the  portrait 
waa  eocbuting,  but  the  likenefs  was 
ideal  i  the  fair  defigner,  however,  like 
Pygmafion,  became  deeply  enamoured 
with  the  creature  of  her  own  imagina- 
tion. 


A 
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CHAP.    VIII. 

O,  ten  timet  faAcr  Venuv'  pigeon*  tf 

Tabid  lofc'i  lioodt  new  mule,  ihtnibejruawoM 

To  keep  obliged  fiiib  unfotfriitd. 

0  Loie,  bt  moderate!  alliy  tby  ecftac;  | 
In  mcifure  rain  xhy  ]aj,  (leant  tU*  metf*  I 

1  feel  loo  moeh  ihjr  blolSng,  Bi»kc  it  ltA| 
For  fnr  I  Turfcit  1 

SMAKIiriAHt 


Lord  Mohteith  was  quite  «  Bci»- 


-Ai^ALBor^mr  TIMES.       117 

die  ganung^^ablei  ^lMk  faaadrcds  were 
depending  upon  chie^odd  trick,  flie  role 
CO  hit  new  in  all  the'  ^ndor  of  her 
fadtroom  ui|iniiiijtii>  bmSiag  her  wa* 
ving  ploaie44M|*g9nd]r  ftrvck  him  with 
her  nmgic  &a^;aod,  •  begging  him  to  be 
attentive  to  the  deli^tftil  dance  nthich 
IMS  jufir  begun,  ;msde  him  lofe  the 
game* 

If  my  limited  obfcrvation  of  the  male 
charader  may  be  trufted,  the  dificrence 
of  (bul  in  the  two  fexes  is  no  where 
more  phinly  feen  than  in  their  manner 
of  encountering  vexation.    A  lady  in 
lord    Monteith's   circumftances,  «upon 
finding  her  heart  irrecoverably  loft,  would 
have  devoted  her  time  to  woods  and 
groves,  and,  only  breathing  her  paflion 
so  (bme  dear  confidante,   would  have 
found  a  luxurious  indulgence  in  com* 
plaining  of  her  ruthkfs  ftars  s   but  Mi 
lordOiipj  when  he  difcovercd  that  even 

cards 
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cards  tnd  dice  couU  no  longer  oee^>7  M> 
lAind,  ordered  poft-horlcf*  and  io  kfi 
than  forty-eight  hours  arrived  at  the  feat 
of  his  friend  lord  W.  in  CaeraarTOoflure» 
to  confult  on  the  propcrcfi  mediod  Af 
making  propofals  to  the  lady  who  had 
csu&d  fuch  cruel  devaftuion. 

It  was  agreed  that  a  very  gallant  ad-' 
drefs  to  Mifs  Powerfcourt  fliould  be  iiK 
dofed  in  a  refpeAful  letKr  to  Gr  Wil- 
liam i  and,  to  give  the  proceedings  noite 


0|4wfilt  waidoir»  and  feq^id  only  Qccu* 
pird»|ilftyii^  with  her  fiiTourite  Icalian 
grcyhcwDdt  vhile  her  fiitbcr  wa$  bircum* 
IpdBdf  esaaiioing  the  feal  of  the  picket^ 
MddeqipheriBg  the  lymocial  honours  of 
ibe  MaodooaUs. 

^  Heie  is  a  ktier  too  for  you,  Geral. 
dint,^  (aid  Gr  WiUiam.  She  turned  to 
PDceite  it  I  but  encountering  the  cjc%  of 
lord  W.  the  Uvelicft  confiifion  was  im« 
printed  on  her  countenance.  She  would 
have  given  die  world  to  efeape  the  ex* 
phnation^  which,  but  a  nximent  before^ 
llie  was  impatient  to  hear.  Luckily  a 
ienrant  announced  the  arrival  of  Mifs 
EvanSj  and  (he  haftened  to  receive  her 
friend^  while  lord  W.  as  he  attended 
her  to  the  door,  politely  whifpered  that 
her  triumph  was  complete^  and  entreat* 
ed  her  to  be  as  merciful  as  (he  was  in- 
vincible. 

Sir 
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Sir  William  had  by  this  time  peru&d 
his  letter,  and  funk  into  a  profound  re- 
verie, from  which  he  was  roufed  by  the 
eulogium  which  lord  W.  pronounced  m 
the  rank,  talents,  fortune,  and  conncxioai 
of  his  noble  friend,  the  warmth  of  liia. 
attachment,  and  the  uncommon  excel- 
lencies of  Mifs  FowerfcourL 

Though  fir  William  liftened  with  dw 
moft  delighted  attention  to  the  panegy- 
ric on  his  daughter,  he  difcorered  great 
uneafinefs  during  the  dcfcription  of  lord 
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*'  defign  of  oficndtng ;  for,  I  dare  fay, 
*^  you  never  told  me  more  than  what 
'^  you  thought  was  truth  i  and  very  pof- 
**  fibly  lord  Monteith  may  think  fo  too. 
'<  Young  men  and  women  are  apt  to 
'<  fuppofe  themfelves  in  love,  and  I 
*'  hope  it  is  no  more  in  the  prefent  cafe; 
"  for  I  (hould  be  very  forry  to  have 
**  my  girl  make  a  worthy  gentleman 
"  mifcrablc." 

Lord  W.  pleaded  that  his  noble  friend 
was  certainly  one  of  the  firrt  matches  in 
the  kingdom* 

'*  Undoubtedly,"  replied  fir  William ; 
"  and  yet,  no  difparagementtothe  Mac- 
*'  donalds,  the  Powcrfcoiirts  arc  quite 
**  as  ancient  and  rtfpeaablc.  But,  to  tell 
**  you  the  truth,  1  am  not  very  fond  of 
"  lords,  at  leaft  not  for  fons-in-law.  Ge- 
"  raldine  will  have  enough  if  her  hulband 
"  has  not  a  fhilling,  and  I  would  rather 
"  (he  (hould  bcftow  herfclf  upon  fomc 
VOL.  I.  c  "  worthy       j 
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*'  worthy  man  who  would  keep  up  my 
*<  family,  tlian  fink  my  name  and  &nune 
<'  in  that  of  any  peer  in  the  three  lung- 
«'  doms." 

Lord  W.  obfervedi  that  by  a  fuitable 
arrangement  in  the  marriage-writings 
the  family  name  might  be  prefervcd. 

Sir  William  raEhcr  frctttd  at  thcfe 
expedients.  "  I  have  told  you,  my 
*'  lord,"  faid  he,  "  that  I  think  very  well 
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don  had  been  defrayed  at  fir  WiHiam's 
ezpence,  and  who  occafionally  vificed 
at  the  manor ;  but  as  he  was  known  to 
be  entirely  dependent  upon  his  patron^s 
bounty,  no  one  fuppofed  him  the  def- 
dned  hufband  for  the  heirefs  of  Pow* 
crfcourt.  His  lord(hip's  aftonifhment 
was  fo  great  that  he  could  not  help  aflc- 
ing,  whether  the  lady  aflented  to  this 
extraordinary  difpofal  of  charms  which 
might  add  honour  to  a  dukedom. 

"  I  have  not  yet  told  her  my  plans,'* 

feid  fir  William ;  "  (he  is  very  young  at 

"  prefent,  and  I  would  not  cut  fhort  her 

"  happieft  days.     She  is  fo  attached  to 

"  me,  that  I  am  fure  it  will  be  almoft 

"  death  for  her  to  leave  me  ;  but  as  (he 

"  is  my  only  child,  I  muft  marry  her 

"  to  keep  up  my  family.     I  aflTure  your 

"  lordfhip,  flie  is  a  very  fenfiblc  girl, 

"  and  will  have  no  notion  about  duke- 

c  2  "  doms. 


1 
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"  domSf  unlcfs  other  people  put  it  in 
"  her  head."  ■ 

Lord  W.  afked  \f  the  happy  youth 
knew  his  envied  defiination. 

Sir  William  did  not  like  to  be  thui 
catcchifed ;  hc>  however,  anfwered  io 
the  negative.  "  I  don't  think  it  rights" 
(aid  he,  "  to  have  young  men  made 
**  vain.  He  is  a  modeft  good  Ud  now, 
"  and  will  enjoy  his  fortune  better,  and 
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*<  write  a  few  litves  to  his  lordfhip,  as 
"  he  was  fo  polite  as  to  write  to  me  ?*' 
Lord  W.  promifcd  to  be  a  faithful 
reporter  of  what  had  paflcd,  and  they 
icparated  mutually  diflfatisfied,  lord  W. 
conceiving  fir  William  to  be  the  mofl: 
extraordinary  old  quiz  he  ever  convcrfcd 
withi  and  fir  William  wifliing  the  flafhy 
young  men  would  let  his  daughter  alone, 
being  certain  that  (he  was  perfectly  happy 
if  they  would  not  torment  her. 

While  this  fccne  paflcd  in  the  break- 
faft-parlour,  Gcraldine  was  perufing  her 
letter  in  the  drcfling-room,  comment- 
ing on  its  paflionate  but  refpeflful  con- 
tents, and  owning  to  her  dear  Lucy 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  deny  lord  Mon- 
tcith's  merits.  She  could  now  repeat  all 
the  adventures  of  Cheftcr  races ;  her 
account  was  lively  and  interefting,  yet 
fufficiently  fentimcntal  to  explain  to  Mifs 
Evans  the  rcafon  of  her  abfence  and  her 

G  3  fighs. 
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fighs.  She  waited  her  Other's  fuminons 
with  impatience,  snd  flew  to  dinner  with 
fo  light  a  foot  as  would  fcarcely  have 
prcflcd  down 

"  The  goDimef 
"  That  idles  In  the  fummei'i  oom-tidc  air :" 

but  it  was  obfervable*  that  fhe  returned 
with 

"  Even  (lep  and  mofing  gkit, 
"  Sober,  Aedraft,  and  dcniare." 
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attaching  herfelf  to  the  idol  of  her  own 
imagination ;  and  though,  with  the  corn- 
xnon  philofophy  of  nineteen,  fhe  fup* 
poled  nothing  Co  irretrievable  as  a  wan^ 
dering  heart*   (he  really  was  what  fir 
William  eftecmed  her  to  be,  a  very  amia« 
hie  and  very  fenfible  girl.     She  not 
only  loved  her  father's  perfon,  but  fhe 
alfo  venerated  his  charafter.     The  em- 
phaHs  that  he  laid  on  the  word  ftranger 
induced  her  to  refle6l  on  the  hazard  of 
beftowing  her  hand  upon  a  perfon  with 
whom  (he  was  fo  (lightly  acquainted ; 
and  though  (he  continued  to  believe  that 
lord  Monteith  poffcflfcd  all  the  real  vir- 
tues of  which  (he  had  conjured  up  the 
refcmblance,  yet  (lie  thought  there  would 
be  no  impropriety  in  letting  the  latent 
excellencies  expand.     In  fine,  fhe  was 
too  refpeftful  as  a  daughter  to  eftablilh  an 
open  oppofidon  to  her  father's  intentions, 
and  too  delicate  as  a  female  to  think  of 

c  4  encou- 
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encouraging  an  addrefs  which  wanted 
the  folcinn  landion  of  paternal  appro- 
bation. If  lord  Montcith's  paflion  wu 
fincere,  it  would  not  be  reprcfltd  by 
difGcukiesi  and  if  it  ftood  the  trial,  fhe 
knew  the  warmth  of  fir  William's  affec- 
tion to  her  too  well  to  fear  his  final  re- 
jeflioHi  when  he  fiiould  know  that  her 
happinefs  depended  upon  his  afient. 
If  my  readers  think  thefe  refolutioiu 
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finifter  yiews»  had  no  bccafion  (brfervi« 
hty  or  flattery ; — a  friend,  who  to  ah 
exalted  turn  of  mind  united  the  courage 
CO  enforce  unpleafant  truths,  and  gene« 
rofity  to  overlook  cafual  errors* 

We  have  fcen  that  gratitude  to  fir  WiU 
liam  reconciled  Mrs.  Evans  to  the  painful 
talk  of  attending  lady  Powcrfcourt  dur- 
ing her  long  illnefs.     When  death  ter- 
minated what  (he  conceived  to  be  her 
duty  in  that  particular,  (he  confidered 
the  fituation  of  his  daughter.     Young, 
amiable,  idolized,  pofTcfled  of  fuperior 
beauty  and  uncommon  vivacity,  by  what 
more  noble  method  could  fhc  evince  her 
gratitude  to  the  father,  than  by  (howing 
the  unwary  girl  the  (hoals  and  quick- 
fands  which  abound  in  the  voyage  of 
life  ? 

Mrs.  Evans's  early  knowledge  of  what 
is  called  the  great  world  convinced  her, 
that  though  refinement  may  interpcfe. 

05  ilf 
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its  flimiy  veil,  the  ubamUble  paffions 
prevail  in  the  higher  circles  as  much  aa 
in  the  cottage  j  and  that  the  pilgrim 
who  wilhcs  to  purfue  a  fafe  courie  tnv& 
unite  the  fcrpent  with  the  dove.  White, 
therefore,  Ihe  firongly  recommended  to 
Miis  Powerfcourt  the  extirpation,  not 
the  concealment,  of  every  ungenerous, 
violent,  and  fel5(h  principle,  as  the  hap- 
pieft  means  of  enluring  internal  peace. 
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he  was  thoroughly  acquainted ;  and 
thoi^  his  reclufe  habits  had  cad  an  air 
of  (ingularity  over  his  natural  good 
fcnfc,  yet  his  plain  firm  ftile  of  think- 
ing was  not  only  better  but  wifer  than 
that  flexible  judgment  which  bends, 
contraAs^  or  expands,  as  the  world, 
that  is,  as  caprice  determines.  Nothing 
could  be  more  judicious  than  thefe  in- 
ilruftions.  Mifs  Powerfcourt's  parts 
were  lively  and  brilliant,  quick  in  difco- 
vering  the  ridiculous,  and  powerful  in 
cxpofing  it.  Though  virtue,  benevo- 
lence, and  fond  indulgence,  muft  have 
obtained  the  warm  affeftion  of  her  grate- 
ful heart,  her  rcfpeft  for  fuch  a  father 
could  only  be  founded  on  the  perfuafion 
which  (he  had  imbibed  in  her  early  youth 
of  the  natural  fuperiority  of  his  unculti- 
vated underftanding. 

The  confcioufncfs  of  yielding  to  a 
wcakncfs  which  Mrs.  Evans  would  dif- 

G  6  approve, 

J 


fcntimcnt  forbade  her  difcovcri 
ftrong  uneafinefs  at  her  father's  re 
of  his  addreHes.     In  relating  th 
Ihc  only  obferved  with  a  fuppreflc 
that  fhe  thought  bis  lordfbip  in 
the  moft  amiable  and  deferving  < 
of  her  fuitors ;  but  fince  her  fath 
approved  the  connexion^  (he  (hot 
quiefce  in  his  decifion^  and  heartil 
the  earl  happy  with  fome  other  lac 
which  wi(h,  however,  it  may  be 
tioned  whether  (he  did  not  make  : 
ul'e  of  die  long  bow. 

The  enamoured  earl  was  not  t 
time  in  fo  quiefccnt  a  ftate*  H 
quite  in  a  humour  for 
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One  nme  be  refblved  to  ftorm  the 
caftle  and  free  the  lady  from  durance;  at 
another  time  decided  to  ftretcb  his  rival 
in  the  bloody  dud*  The  probability  of 
the  fair  one's  being  offended  by  the  firft 
projcd  foon  made  him  abandon  that; 
and  there  (eemed  fo  much  cruelty  in 
killing  a  man  who  did  not  even  know 
that  he  was  an  impediment  to  his  hap- 
pineis,  that  his  lordfbip's  cooler  judg- 
ment pronounced  that  the  latter  would 
be  too  fanguinary.  After  confidering 
all  the  plans  which  antient  and  modern 
romance  fuppHes,  the  old  fcheme  of  Ju- 
piter and  the  fhower  of  gold  was  pre- 
ferred. But  it  was  not  to  Danae  that  the 
Caledonian  Jupiter  de(cended  in  that 
form  i  it  was  to  Danae's  waiting  maid« 

The  very  evening  after  this  phenome- 
non  had  taken  place,  Mifs  Powerfcourt 
law  a  letter  upon  her  dre fling- table, 
fupcrfcribcd   in  charadlcrs   which   fhe 

perfectly 
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pcrfeftly  rccolleftcd.  The  Cambrian 
Abigail  was  not  an  adept  in  her  profef- 
fion;  for  on  being  queftioned  how  it 
came  there,  fhe  neither  affirmed  that  (he 
faw  a  Cupid  fly  in  with  it  at  the  window^ 
nor  even  hinted  that  it  might  be  conveyed 
there  by  feiries,  or  rife  out  of  the  table 
by  the  power  of  enchantment.  Shfe 
neither  invoked  goblin  nor  witch,  but 
fimply  owned  that  lord  Monteith 
begged  her  to  deliver  it,  and  fhe  thought 
there  could  be  no  harm  in  complying 
Tvith  the  requcft  of  fuch  an  agreeable 
gentleman. 

"  If  you  do  not  know  your  duty  to 
«*  my  father,  Bridget,  I  know  mine : 
**  return  it  immediately  to  his  lord- 
«'  Ihip  i  but  (lay  -,  I  think  I  will  add  a 
«<  few  wordfi." 

Mrs.  Bridget  bleflcd  her  goodnefsi 
^nd  began  an  harangue  on  his  lordfhip's 

virtucsj 
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virtues,  which  her  miftrefs  filenced  with 
a  look,  and  fhe  retired. 

The  opener  of  Pandora's  box  was  a 
gcndeman.  Let  the  gentlemen  there- 
fore behold  one  of  the  fex  whom  they 
brand  with  the  (ligma  of  curiofity,  fit- 
ting  with  a  Pandora's  box  fealed  before 
her,  yet  forbearing  to  lift  the  interdi&ed 
lid.  She  wrote  a  few  lines  which  ex- 
preficd  her  abhorrence  of  a  clandcftine 
correfpondencc,  without  intimating  per-* 
petual  enmity  againft  the  correfpondent» 
andy  iQclofing  his  lordfhip's  letter,  rung 
bcr  bell,  and  ordered  it  to  be  delivered 
by  the  very  firft  opportunity.  She  re-* 
ftifed  Mrs*  Bridget's  attendance  that 
Cfcning,  and  betook  herfelf  to  the  repofe 
which  confcious  redtitude  and  fclf-poflef- 
iioa  can  alone  enjoy. 


CHAP.    IX. 


•A  prudent  father. 


By  nature  charg'd  to  guide  and  rule  he 
Refigns  his  daughter  to  a  huA>and*a  po^ 
Whoy  with  fuperior  dignity,  with  reafoi 
And  minly.tcndemcfs,  will  crer  lore  1 
Not  fiift  a  kneeling  flare,  ind  then  a  tj 

LoRo  MoNTEiTH  and  his  fri 
forced  to  projcfl  freih  meafi 
Mrs.  Bridget  was  fo  unwilling 
her  clear  generous  young  Is 
fhe  refufed  to  appear  any  more 
ftage,  and  yet  her  gratitude  tc 
generous  young  gentleman  inc 
to  confent  ftill  to  take  a  part  fa 
fcenes.     She  fuggefted  that 
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neighbouring  coppice^  but  that  lord  W. 
as  well  as  fir  William  had  keys  of  the 
ridings;  and  fhe  concluded  with  obferv- 
ing  fignificantly,  that  Mr*  John  was  a 
very  well-behaved  man,  no  liftenerj  and 
too  difcreet  to  fay  any  thing. 

The  excurfion  was  undertaken  at  the 
appointed  time;  but  the  inftant  Mi/s 
Powcrfcourt  entered  the  wood,  (he  faw 
a  gentleman  on  horfcback  approaching, 
whom,  in  another  inftanr,  fhe  knew  to 
be  lord  Monteith.  Her  firfl  intention 
was  to  turn  back,  but  fhe  was  prevented 
by  John's  having  dropped  the  key  in 
the  long  grafs,  juft  as  he  had  locked 
the  gate.  Anger  was  ufclcfe,  indeed 
unreafonable ;  for  the  poor  man  was 
endeavouring  to  repair  his  carelefnefs 
by  looking  for  it  very  anxioufly.  Though 
(he  could  not  but  fufpeft  that  the  ren- 
contre was  concerted,  fhe  had  fuffi- 
«ient  confidence  in  her  own  dignity  to 

overcome 
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overcome  her  Hrft  agiution.  Rctre«t 
was  impofTible,  and  Ihe  advanced  flowly 
to  the  dreaded  interview. 

On  the  gentleman's  fide  there  wu 
cxprelTcd  an  infinitude  of  love>  admira- 
tion, and  defpair,  blended  with  fbme 
degree  of  refcntful  renfibility  at  the 
idea  of  being  compelled  privately  to  lb- 
licit  a  bleffing  to  which  he  had  thought 
himfelf    entitled    publicly    to    alpiie. 
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"  prcfs  fuch  intentions  to  me,  I  miift 
'^  be  as  firm  in  refufing  my  hand  where 
'^  I  calinot  beftow  my  heart,  as  I  now 
*'  am  in  rejeding  your  addreflcs  while 
"  he  dif4pproves  of  them." 

**  Mod  admirable  of  all  human  crea- 
•*  turcs !"  exclaimed  Monteith,  "  I  will 
•'  patiently  commit  my  deftiny  to  the 
*'  care  of  a  lady  whofe  exalted  ideas  in- 
*'  cre'afc  my  efteem  for  her  at  every  in- 
"  tcrviewi  yet  permit  me  to  add  one 
*'  more  inquiry.  Might  I  venture,  ma- 
•*  dam,  to  hope,  (hould  I  have  been  too 
«*  prefumptuous  in  hoping,  that  if  I  had 
'»  been  honoured  by  fir  William's  ap- 
**  probation,  I  (hould  not  have  encoun- 
«*  tered  the  terrors  of  your  rcfufal  ?'* 

Mifs  Powerfcourt's  reply  was  con- 
fufed  and  inarticulate ;  yet  the  deep  crim- 
fon  which  fluflied  her  half-averted  face, 
and  the  foftnefs  of  her  accent,  did  not 
reduce  him  to  dcfpair.     She  perceived 

it 
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it  dill  not ;  and  as  foon  as  (he  had  recol- 
lected herfeir,  (he  added,  "  I  know  tht 
"  goodnefsof  my  father's  heart  j  I  kno* 
"  his  unbounded  afl^ftion  for  me;  and  I 
**  am  confident  that  he  will  pcrfift  in  DO 
**  plan  that  would  make  me  miferablei 
*'  But  let  me  entreat  you,  my  lord,  not 
**  to  purfue  a  method  of  addrcfling  IM 
"  which  mud  either  make  me  mean 
**  in  my  own  eyes,    or  diminifh  toy 
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Nor  did  the  Evans's,  to  whom  Mi(s 
Powcrfcourt  impartially  related  this  in* 
cident  and  that  of  the  letter,  feel  any 
diminution  of  the  love  and  efteem  which 
the    many   amiable    qualities  of  their 
charming  young  friend  had  Jong  excited. 
On  the  contrary,  Mrs.  Evans  beftowed 
^arm  encomiums  on  the  marked  pro- 
priety of  her  conduft,  and  Lucy's  eyes 
(hone  with  that  humid  luftrc  which  the 
praifcs   of  her   dear   Gcraldine   always 
called  forth.     Sir  William's  fchcme  for 
the  intended  difpofal  of  his  daughter's 
hand  excited  general  furprife,  mingled 
with  fome  fliare  of  difapprobation  j  and, 
though  uniform  rcfpecl  for  his  character 
prevented   Mrs.  Evans  from  expreffing 
any  doubt  of  the  propriety  or  praftica- 
bility  of  the  projcft,  the  heartlcfs  open- 
hearted  Lucy  was  fo  ftrongly  pcrfuaded 
of  its  impropriety,  that  the  moment  Mifs 
Powerfcourt  retired,  (he  could  not  avoid 

reprobating 
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reprobating  the  abfurdicy  of  allowing  her 
friend  fo  little  influence  in  an  affair  fo 
infinitely  momentous  to  her  own  hap- 
pinefs. 

"  It  is  certainly  wrong,"  replied  Mn. 
Evans,  "  and  may  be  added  to  the 
**  inftances  I  have  frequently  repeated 
"  to  convince  you  of  the  neceDiiy  of 
"  conforming  a  little  to  the  notions  of 
"  other  people  j   for  I  have  often  ob- 
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«*  marriage  of  my  grandchildren  than 
**  even  fir  William's  fo  much  reprobated 
*^  plan^" 

Lucy  replied  laughing,  "  I  will  put 
**  my  hair  in  rollers  thi^  very  evening, 
*^  which  will,  I  truft,  remove  your  ap- 
*^  prehenfions  refpefting  the  prerjjpfter- 
**  ous  matches  of  your  grandchildren.'* 

"  If  you,  my  dear,"  condnued  Mrs. 
Evans,    "  recolleft    the    circumftances 
**  of  fir  William's  life,  and  analyze  his 
"  chara(fcer,  his  prefent  defign  will  ap- 
"  pear  die  natural  refult  of  both.     The 
**  virtues  which  fpread  profpcrity  and 
"  joy  all  around  him  are  not  the  refult 
"  of  thofe  refined  feelings,  thofe  elegant 
"  fufceptibilities,  which  ufurp  the  place 
"  of  folid  virtues  in  the  eftimation  of 
"  too  many.     They   are  the  effcdl  of 
*'  reflexion,   of  principle,  of  chriftian 
"  principle,  my  dear,  that  firmeft  found- 
"  ation   for  all  that  is  truly  excellent 

A  "  in 
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"  in  man.  But  though  his  ideai  that 
"  the  gifts  of  fortune  are  onljr  an  ac- 
"  countable  ftewardlhip,  makes  him' 
"  uniformly  and  perfeveringly  upright 
•*  and  generous,  it  docs  not  fupply  thole 
*'  nicer  touches  of  the  heart  which  na- 
"  ture  never  originally  bcftowed.  Ex- 
"  clufive  of  what  he  feels  for  GeraU 
"  dine>  I  queftion  whether  his  heart' 
*'  ever  acknowtcged  any  ft^ntiment  Htc- 
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"  g^iguig  attentions  would  hare  in- 
*^  fpired.  Though  I  believe  he  never 
^  firlt  a  ftronger  de  than  what  arofe 
^  fix>m  habit  and  compaflion>  his  na* 
^  tural  goodneis  made  him  behave  to 
'^  ber^  during  the  trial  of  a  long  fick- 
^'  ne(s,  with  fo  much  tendernefs^  that 
*<  he  was  univerfally  accounted  a  moft 

'^  excellent  huiband.  You  know^  Lucy, 

**  he  is  not  apt  to  make  obfervatioos 

*^  on  people  or  incidents  which  do  not 

*•  immediately  affcft  himfelf.  The  world 

*'  Aides  by  unnoticed,  if  it  do  not  cl- 

**  bow  him  ;  and  though  this  may  coa- 

"  ducc  to  the  tranquillity  of  his  mind, 

*' it  prevents  him  from  enlarging  his 

"  ftock     of    information.     Can    you, 

*'  however,  wonder,  from  what  he  has 

"  fck  and  from  what  he  has  obfcrvcd, 

"  that  he  Ihould  fuppofe  mutual  attach- 

'*  mcnt  unneceffary  in  a  union  between 

^  two  worthy  people  ?    and  you  will 

VOL.  I.  H  "  allow 
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•«  allow  Mifs  Powcrfcourt  and  her  cou- 
"  fin  anfwer  that  dcfcription." 

"  Moft  certainly  they  have'  the  bcft 
**  hearts  in  the  world ;  but  is  not  lord 
*'  Montcith  too  a  tnoft  worthy  charac- 
"  ter,  and,  in  point  of  rank  and  for- 
<*  tuncj  a  more  defirable  match  ?" 

"  Fortune,  my  dear,  though  in  moft 
*•  marriages  a  very  ncceffary  ingredient, 
"  is  of  little  confcquence  in  the  difponil 
"  of  Mifs  Powerfcourtt  for  her  here- 
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**  ples^  and  will  rcfide  upon  the  fame 
*'  fpot  where  his  anceftors  have  flou- 
^  riflied,  who  will  mod  probably  con- 
^  dnue  to  diffufe  the  fame  noble  bene- 
^'  volence  and  patriarchal  hofpicalicy  -,  I 
''  proteft,  when  I  think  of  thefe  advan- 
**  tages^  I  can  condemn  nothing  but  fir 
'*  William's  charade  rift  ical  indifference 
*'  to  the  ftate  of  his  daughter's  affcc- 
**  dons.  But  I  obfcrve,  Lucy,  that  of 
"  late  you  always  fccm  uneafy  and  fileot 
**  when  we  talk  of  Henry  Powcrfcourt ; 
"  arc  not  you  and  your  old  friend  and 
**  playfellow  upon    as  good    terms  as 

"  itfuai  r 

'*  Yes,  quite  fo. 

'*  Then  (hould  you  not  rejoice  at  the 
"  profpcft  of  his  good  fortune  ?" 

m 

"  So  I  do ;  but  poor  lord  Monteith— 
*'  I  cannot  help  juft  now  thinking  of 
''  him,     I  am  forry  at  my  very  heart 

n  2  **  that 


148         a{talb  of  THK  TIUIS. 

**  that  he  fliould  be  left  uahappy  j  heis 
"  fo  uncommonly  amiable." 

«'  Pray,"  faid  Mw.  Evans,  "how 
"  came  you  to  know  that  he  is  fo  ua- 
■*  commonly  amiable  and  ezcellenr?" 
Mifs  Evans  confeflcd  that  her  informant 
ivas  Geraldinr. 

*'  Ah  poor  Geraldine  !**  laid  Mrt, 
Evans,  "  the  eye  I  fee  has  ouillepped 
«  the  judgment;  I  hope  it  \j^  not 
"  milled  i(.     What  very  amiable  qua- 
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"  court,  all  worthy  and  good  as  he  U, 
•*  while  her  afFcflionsarc  another's." 

"  Your  mother's  conduft,"  replied 
Mrs.  Evans,  "  has  (hewn  her  decided 
"  opinion  upon  fuch  a  queftion ;  nor 
"  has  (he  ever  found  realbn  to  regret 
*'  the  preference  which  has  made  her 
"  the  wife  of  the  worthieft  of  men. 
"  Yet,  if  in  the  prtfmt  cnnfli'it  of  iMifs 
"  Powerfcourt's  paflions  I  coi-id  hope 
«  that  my  warning  voice  might  be  heard, 
"  I  would  cntre«  her  to  conGder,  whe- 
"  ther,  fincc  her  attachment  is  not  the 
**  refult  of  long  acquaintance  and  im- 
**  partial  obfcrvatioh,  but  the  tranltent 
••  flatt  of  fuddcn  preference,  it  be  not 
-  "  at  kaft  poffible  that  her  fcthcr^  plan 
"  for  her  ha^>pincf»  may  be  the  mod  eli- 
"  ^ble.  She  can  never  now  have  an 
"  opportunity  of  knowing  Jord  Mob- 
"  teith's  Tcal  difpofition  previous  to  the 
•*  marriage  ccrfmony.  The  caujious 
H  3     '  "  iovcr 


If  **  can  flic  learn  from  the  vagi 

"    haps  intercfted,    commun 
others?     Charge  her  then 
r.  ••  Lucy,  in  your  moments 

^  **  mcnt  and  privacy  i    if  yc 

*'  dine'shappinefs  be  dear  to  y 
*'  her  to  refleft  on  Hcnry'3  k 
••  tues,  his  modeft  diffidence 
'«  ous  gratitude,  and  gentle^ 
^  rous  difpontion:  Afk  her,  i 
*'  not  the  qualities  which  m 
•*  happinefs,  and  warn  her  not  1 
**  a  tranfient  liking  for  an  inl 
♦'  able  attachment." 
.  Mifs  Evan^  burft  into  tears  at 
ther's  pathetic  injundlioo,  and 
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CHAP.   X. 

Trot  d%Bity  it  kiti  wbo6  tfBO!)ml  aimi 
ViitM  hM  i»M*d  aboft  tlw  thisgt  bf  low  I 

Wbo^  cfvry  hope  ud  far  to  Imivca  refig«*i( 
tbrinkt  noc,  dwagh  Forum  aia  h»r  dcidlWIi 
Wow.  ^  Bbattu. 

Whili  YoQthf  with  democratic  vio- 
knct,  pulls  down  Reafbn  from  her  fovcf 
reign  feat^  and  commits  the  helm  to  « 
rebel  roue  of  paflionsi  Agr,  finding 
diele  riotous  principles  quicc  and  ma- 
nageable in  his  own  pardcular  territories... 
foppoies  it  eafy  for  others  to  keep  then. 

b  equal  fubjc  Aion^  and  affirms,  that  the 
ablblute  unlimited  monarchy  of  the  ci* 
devant  princefs  is  not  only  the  bed  mode 
of  governmentj  but  actually  the  mod 
feafible.  It  is  npt  wonderful  that  Youth 
Ihpuld  deny  the  power  of  thofe  reftric^ 
live  principles  which  time  and  expert- 

H  4  encc 
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encc  gradually  introduce  j  but  certainly 
Age  might  remember  the  fcntimeniy  that 
it  once  felt. 

The  above  obfcrvationi  thot^h  pro* 
'fbundly  true  in  general,  is»  I  confelsi 
irrelevant  to  the  cafe  before  us ;  for  fir 
'William  Powerfcourt  had  ezaAly  the 
fame  opinion  of  love  at  the  time  I  am 
treating  of,  as  he  had  forty  years  be- 
fore  i  and  Mrs.  Evans  was  of  fo  fingu* 
lar  a  ta(le,  and  had  fo  thoroiigh  a  con- 
tempt for  a  "  fct  of  features  and  coni' 
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pltce,  fir  Williim'j  baiKflT  begged  Hib 
Honoris  leave  to  tell  him  fomcthiiig  that 
made  him  unhappy.  It  was,  that  he  had 
cirioe  leen  a  very  fine  gentleman  wht£^ 
pering  with  Mrs.  Bridget  in  EUis*%  tem* 
ple»  in  the  dark  hour.  The  grooiii»  he 
added,  feemed  to  know  fomething  about 
k^  fiv  he  laughed,  and  faid  Bridget  had 
got  a  London  fweethearti  but  Rogfcr 
fomehow  thought,  though  he  knew  that 
fecond-handed  gentlemen  in  London 
drefled  as  fine  as  their  mafters,  that  this 
looked  to  be  another  guife  kind  of  body.. 
Sir  William  thanked  Roger  for  his  fide- 
Ety,  Ihook  his  head,  and  obfcrved  that 

the  world  grew  worfe  and  worfe  every 
hour ;  to  which  obfervation  Ro^er,  who 

was  of  the  fame  age  with  his  ma(ler>  cor^* 
dially  agreed. 

Previous  to  thefe  communications  of 
feithful  Roger,  fir  William  had  felt  a 
confidcrablc  (hare  of  uncafinefs^     He 

H  5  re  col- 


i 
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recolleded  that  lady  Powerfcourt  mm 
very  fond  of  relating  long  narrajtives  of 
refiftlefs  beauties,  who,  by  their  unre- 
lenting cruelty,  had  compelled  their  de« 
iperate  lovers  to  carry  them  oflFin  chariots 
«nd  fix,  furrounded  by  armed  footmen* 
snaugre  all  their  tears  and  cries;  and 
{bough  fir  William  had  always  confidered 
thefe  tales  to  be  entitled  to  an  equal  de- 
gree of  credibility  with  thofe  of  Mother 
Goole,  his  anxiety  for  Geraldine  re- 
minded him,  that  if  lord  Monteith  had 
ever  happened  to  hear  any  of  thefe  do- 
ries, they  might  have  put  fomething  in 
his  head  which  he  would  not  otherwife. 
have  thought  of.  He  determined  there- 
fore to  inform  Henry  Powerfcourt  of 
his  defigns  in  his  favour,  and  to  conlign 
his  daughter  to  a  huiband's  proteftion 
fome  years  fooner  than  he  had  in- 
tendeds 

That 
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.  That  young  gCDdeman  pafied  the  coU 
lege  vacadoos  at<  Power fcourCi  and  esr 
.  cited  die  efteeih  of  every  intelligent  oh- 
lenrer.by  his  ingenuous  di£Bdence>  un« 
afieAfd  gentJenefsj  and  a  thoufand  un- 
equivocal proofs  of  a  generous^  grate^ 
iul  hfart.    His  countenance  was  open, 
and  lus  features  agrceable>  though  they 
had  no  pretenfions  to  beauty ;  his  figure 
was  naturally  good>  but  he  feemed  quite 
at  a  lofs  how  to  manage  it  to  the  beft 
advantage.    He  was  faid  Co  pofTcfs  very 
refpedable  literary  talents^  but  the  per- 
petual raillery  of  ttje  lively  Geraldine 
againft  pedants^  made  him  profoundly 
filent  upon  topics  which  he  was   beft 
qualified  to  difcufsw*    Of  the  world  he 
was  totally  ignorant  $   and  he  feemed, 
like  his  refpeftable  kinfman^  to  be  not 
very   anxious  to  be   initiated   into  its 
myfteries.     Afraid  of  being  abfurd,  he 
never  ventured  to  trifle^. ignorant  of 

H  6       /  tlie 
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the  fmall  talk  of  the  day,  too  fhidic^s 
and  rcdrtd  during  his  college  refldence 
to  enrich  his  mind  with  alma-mtfier 
anecdote,  or  to  learn  the  art  of  priAU 
cal  joking  I  confcious  of  Ms  depcnditat 
fituadon  -,  folicitous  to  avoid  Intrufioo  t 
and  ever  fearful  of  offending]  he  ccr* 
tainly  appeared  with  a  refctve  and  gra- 
vity unufual  at  his  age;  and  he  might 
in  a  mixed  company  juftlfy  Geraldiiie^a 
obfervations,  that  he  looked  like  per- 
petual prefidcnt  of  the  club  of  the  hum- 


«f  het  niDery;  (he  fek  Ibr  him  rhi; 
ttftdfci'fteft  of  ft  fift€r»  and  treated  him 
^Mk  the  confidenGc  of  a  friend.  Her 
fanrc  waa  tndy  generoiu:  I  do  not 
i^eak  of  diac  Ughty'tranfienr^  and  Ibiiio* 
dmea  afie  Acd  difregtrd  for  inoney  which 
yooBg  people^  who  haire  never  experi- 
enced ica  udlicjf ,  often  carekftly  difpUf  » 
hoc  of  that  red  liberaiirjr  which  could 
circumfcribe  its  own  defires  to  increafe 
the  comforts  of  thofe  around  it.  Far, 
therefore,  frdkn  regretting  the  fums 
which  flr  William  expended  in  Henry'a 
education  and  fupport,  or  viewing  the 
progrefs  which  he  made  in  the  good  ba« 
fonet's  aSedions  with  envy  or  jealoufy, 
ftie  continually  urged  him  immediately 
to  beftow  upon  the  valuable  oddity,. 
as  (he  ftiled  him«  that  independence 
which  his  nobk  mind  richly  dtferved» 
^  I  even  tell  hifn,''  (he  woirid  fay  to  her 

Lucy,  **  that  in  fo  doing  he  will  make 

a  ^  me 
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<*  me  happier ;  for  I  cannot  ,help  fed- 
*'  ing  that  i  was  thrown  io  the  way  moft 
■*  unfeafooably  to  mar  that  dear  Icllow** 
■*  expcftacions.  But  for  me,  you  knoir, 
**  Lucy,  he  would  have  been  heir  to  iB 
•*  my  father's  princely  fortune." 

Such  folicitude  for  Henry's  intereft 
had  convinced  fir  William  that  ha 
fcheme  was  in  the  moft  profpcrous  way^ 
and  when,  deeming  the  golden  harreft 
of  hope  to  be  fully  ripe,  he  informed 
his  daughter,  with  a  Gghtficant  fmife* 
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tcwtoljKf,  aiid»  throwing  herfetfin- 
to  her  annst  coojufcd  hert  by  all  their 
infimciiie  tcndcmela,  if  ever  (he  lovcd^ 
ever  pided  her,  to  do  (bmethiiig  to  iave 
her  from  the  dreadfid  alceroadvc  of  a  de- 
tefted  marriaget  or  ofitnding  an  dmoft 
adored  fothen 

Jjxj  miog^  her  tears  with  Geral* 
dioe's  with  more  than  the  common  fen- 
fibility  of  fiiendfliip.    She  could  rccoI« 
\c&  nothing  but  her  mother's  folcmn 
adjuration,  and  (he  repeated  her  argu- 
ments with  fidelity  -,  but  the  moment  of 
ftrong  paflTion  was  unfavourable  to  cool 
confideration*     **  O  ceale,  my  dearefl: 
"  girl  !'*  interrupted  Mifs  Powerfcourti 
**  ceafe  to  urge  the  only  propofal  to 
*'  which  I  cannot  accede.     Even  your 
^  mother»  all  prudent,  all  felf-pofiefled 
^  as  (he  i^  would  ftrongly  reprobate 
^  folcmn  perjury.    Had  this  union  not 
'*  been  propofcdj  my  regard  for  lord 

"  Mon- 
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**  Monteich  fliould  nerer  hare  tndnced 
«*  me  to  have  taken  any  ftep  contrary  t» 
**  my  Other's  will,  nor  fliould  he  have 
■*  dtfcovered  that  the  facrifice  I  made  t» 
*■  filial  duty  was  at  the  expenoe  of  1117 
"happinera.  But  to  bind  niyfeir  for 
**  ever  to  anot,hcr,  when  my  heart  is  im 
**  revocably  his ;  to  Ihut  out  every  lu^ 
**  that  time  might  remore  my  fitdier** 
**  relufUnce;  honoufi  delicacy,  aSec^ 
*■  tton,  nay,  even  my  efteem  for  Henry 
'  Powerfcourt,  all  (Irongly  forbid  fuch 
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cieDt  coortige  for  a  difcottrf  which  fhe 
apprthcoded  muft  produce  difagreeable 
events  s  but  while  deprefled  and  uiutfol- 
ved^  ihe  leemed  firm  in  nothing  but  that 
ihe  would  uldmately  rcjeft  her  coufin^a 

haod«  The  important  eclairdflement 
came  from  another  quarter. 

I  l&all  pafi  over  tamf  onimporbmt 
c6nverfatIons>  to  give  a  fuller  aceouiit  of 
ibe  intenriew  in  which  fir  Williafn  un^ 
eqoivocally,  and  in  fure  expedation  of  a 

joyful  acceptancci  informed  his  kinfman 
of  his  defign  to  make  him  the  heir  of 
his  fortunes^  and'  the  depoficary  of  his 
dtoghter's  happinefs.  But  when  he  ex* 
pefted  to  fee  the  highly-favoured  youth 
break  out  in  a  fErain  of  grateful  rap* 
turei  (for  even  his  phlegmatic  temper 
eipefted  rapturous  accepunce  when 
Geraldine  was  the  giftj)  how  cruelly 
was  he  difappointed  to  fee  his  counte« 
aance  betray  diftrefs  almoil  bordering 

upon 
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defigo  iipoa  Lady  Bridget  Autumn's 
cftate,  or  the  joioture  of  the  duchefs 
tlowigerofWicherington,  Ihould  refufe 
the  yoaog,  lovely,  fififcioating  Geraldine^ 
when  ofiercd  to  him  by  her  £icher,  with 
the  immediate  pofleflion  of  three  thou- 
&iid  m  year,  and  a  certain  aflbracce  of 
an  additional  five  thoufand  per  annum 
on  his  death.— I  think  I  have  been  too 
diffident  in  only  challenging  my  con- 
temporaries in  the  circle  of  the  Belles 
Lettres  to  rival  me  in  the  non-nacuraU 
I  might  alfo  call  upon  the  pbilofopbirs  of 
the  new  Ichoo),  and  a(k  the  illuftrious 
ibphifts  if  they  can  form  a  paradox  more 
perfeftly  incomprehenfible. 

But,  notwithftandiAg  my  paflionate 
love  of  fame  compels  me  to  adopt 
the  moft  fafliionable>  that  is,  the  cer- 
tain method  of  obtaining  it,  I  cannot 
quite  conquer  the  common  foible  of  old 
people,   that  of  looking  back  to  the 

times 
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times  I  have  feen,  and  thinking  them 
fomewhac  better  than  the  preient  dnys. 
Indeed,  now  and  then  I  am  rude  enough 
to  conjeAure  that  the  modern  Parnaflin 
is  fcated  very  near  that  "  windy  fc»  of 
land,"  which  Milton  names  the  LimbO' 
of  Vanity,  .the  rcfiJencc  of 

*'  All  tk'  nnaecDiDpliA'd  werkief  Niivk**  hnl 
"  Abortive,  mouHrou*,  m  unkindtjr  mlt'd.** 

Regretting  that  Hmple  elegance  and  m- 
tional  amufcment  fhould  be  facrificed  fo 
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recal  my  wandering  pen,  by  fuggefting  to 
me  that  criricifm  may  be  as  jejune  and 
irrelative  as  the  novel  or  poem  which  it 
condemns ;  and  that  the  fatirift  of  the 
tafte  and  morals  of  others  muft  from 
prudence  avoid  exhibiting  any  thing  re- 
prehenfible  in  her  own. 

Taught  by  that  "  warning  voice"  to 
Ihun  the  rock  of  digreflion,  I  muft  in- 
form  my  readers,  that  the  abfurdity  of 
my  plan  mi:y  be  rather  apparent  than 
real.  Henry  Powerrcourt  might  have 
fomc  private  reafons  for  his  extraordinary 
condud.  He  might  have  a  pre-engage- 
mcnt;  and  no  lover  under  twenty  would 
hcfitate  to  offer  a  few  annual  thoufands 
on  the  flirinc  of  Cupid.  He  might  be 
enamoured  of  academic  (hades,  and 
JWnk,  like  Shakefpearc's  Henry  VI. 

"  Marriage  !  alas,  my  years  are  yet  too  young, 
'*  Aod  fitter  is  my  ftudy  aod  my  books  f  * 

Or 
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Or  the  vivacity  of  Geraldine  might  in- 
timidate him  ii  much  as  Beatrice'i  did 
BencdiA,  and  induce  him  to  ofier  "  id 
**  go  on  an  embalTy  to  Prefter  John,  or 
**  the  Antipodes,  rather  than  encounter 
*■  that  lady's  tongue."— What  his  rcil 
reafons  were  muft  not  now  be  develor 
ped  J  but,  knowing  the  pain  of  curiofitf « 
I  cannot  help  owning,  notwithftandiog 
my  ufual  refervei  that  1  know  them*  iiid 
that  they  {ball  be  explained  in  their  pro- 
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mnd  turned  afide  to  conceal  the  ftrong 
emodon  of  bis  agitated  heart.  «'  You 
**  are  not  ignorant,  Henry^*  faid  fir 
William,  ••  that  my  fortune  is  endrely 
*'  at  my  own  difpofal,  and  that  all  your 
«<  inheritance  is  aneftate  of  your  fethcr's^ 
^  fomewbat  under  a  hundred  a  year." 

•*  I  know  it,  fir,"  anfwered  Henry  in 
a  voice  fcarce  audible ;  '^  I  know  coo 
*'  how  infinitely  I  am  beholden  tc  your 
*^  bouncy,  and  chat  I  could  facrifice  my 
"  life  to  prove  my  gratitude/* 

«  Pho !  pho  1"  faid  fir  William,  *'  a 
'^  fiddle-ftick  abouc  gratitude  and  fuch 
'<  nonfenfe ;  talking  abouc  thefe  things 
**  is  not  CO  che  purpofe :  I  meanc  co 
^'  have  been  a  greacer  friend  co  you  than 
<'  I  have  been ;  buc  I  fuppofe  you  have 
^  fome  reafbns  for  your  behaviour,  and 
^*  (b  I  (hall  only  add  chac  I  wifh  you  a 
^  becccr  offer." 

He 
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He  then  left  the  roonij  while  the  a& 
fH&cd  Henry,  wretched  at  the  idea  due 
be  had  offended  the  perfon  whom  of  lU 
others  he  mod  revered  aod  cftceiDed» 
funk  upoD  a  Cofi,  and  fell  into  a>puiH 
fill  reverie  on  his  fi&  condud. ,  Ifii 
motives  appeared  fo  Uudat>le>  that  be 
could  not  upon  rctrofpcdioo  wifii  ,tbe 
deed  undone ;  he  only  feared  that  .1^ 
voice,  his  looks,  his  words,  or  his  mia- 
ner,  had  not  fufficiendy  indicated  dw 
deep  veneraiion  which   he  fck  Jn  ttti  ' 
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plea&d  for  t2te  bq\d  ic&fer  with  «H  that 
enchanting  eloquence  by  which  ike  haed 
tvtr  been  accuftomed  to  influence  her 
fiitter's  mind. 

•*  I  cannot^  my  dear  fir/'  faid  (he, 

'*  condemn  Henry's  behaviour ;  on  die 

**  contMry,'  I  think  it  proceeded  from 

^  that  ittviohble  regard  for  honour  and 

"  Cnoeiity  which  you  tell  me  has  been 

*'  from  time  immemorial  the  chara6ler« 

"  iftic  of  our  family.      A  mean  intc- 

^*  rcfted  perfon  would  have  thought  that 

<'  your  prcdiledtion  in  his  favour  gave 

^  him  an  abfolute  right  to  treat  me  as  he 

'*  plcafcd  i  he  would  never  have  confi- 

**  dcred  whether  I  was  the  wife  he  would 

**  voluntarily  have  preferred.     Looking 

"  only  at  the  greatnefs  of  my  dowry, 

'*  he  would  at  all  times  have  filenced 

"  the  compundtons  of  his  confciencc, 

^  by  remembering  that  I  was  obtruded 

*!upon  his  choice^   when  perhaps  his 

VOL.  I,  I  **  heart 


r 
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"  iity  R>r  choofing  the  very  dme  of  b^s 
"  difobliging  mc  to  make  htm  fhdepebd* 
**  enc,  as  you  call  it.  I  have  been  pitc 
"  out  of  humour  this  mornings  and  I 
**  will  take  a  ride  round  my  farm  to  get 
"  myfelf  comfortable  again.  I  dOn'c 
*'  fee  that  Henry's  (laying  here  longer 
**  is  of  any  ufe^  and  I  fhall  tell  htm  Ihu 
'*  he  may  as  well  fct  off  for  Oxford  ^en 
**  I  come  home." 

Henry  was  roufcd  from  his  ftupor  by 
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«« ta  the  lift  of  thoic  ip&mous  womca 
^  of  antiquity  whoqi  you  ^ayc  often 
M  reprob^tcdt  the  mprc  infamous  na^c 
*^  of  Gcialdinc  Powcrlcourt^  who  baicly 
*'  ocgleOed  the  difio^eft^d  friend  who 
'^  rifked  all  his  faircft  bQpcs  to  alleviate 
••her  fon;o\9rs» 

"  Be  not  grieved,  my  ever-re(pefted 
^«  Hcmy,  ao  the  apprchcnfion  of  my 
f^  Other's  anger.  It  mufl:  noc>  it  /hail 
^  ooc  continue.  Hjs  own.  exx;ellcnc 
u  heart  will  not  permit  the  difappoint- 
**  mint  of  a  favourite  plan  to  infpirc 
^  lafting  refentment  againfl  the  worthy 
<<  youth  who  is  an  honour  to  his  name* 
"  Perhaps,  under  the  ^refcnt  circum- 
<*  ftances,  it  will  be  better  for  you  not 
•^  to  meet,  at  kaft  till  he  can  fee  yon 
♦•  without  too  keenly  regretting  that 
•*  you  cannot  be  his  fon.  I  have  heard 
**  you  exprefs  a  wilh  to  vilit  Italy ;  does 
•^  that  wifli  continue^   or  has  it  been 

I  3  <*  fup- 
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**  fupplanted  by  feme  other  deflre  f  Sqr* 
"  in  whac  way  can  I  prove  that  mine  it 
**  not  a  mere  wordy  gratitude  i  write  to 
**  me  as  foon  as  you  get  to  Oxford,  for 
**  I  can  tafte  no  true  fatisfaAion  unlefi  I 
"  hear  that  you  arc  happy. 

"  Geraldine  Powerscourt.** 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  deemed  an  im- 
putation on  Mr.  Powcrfcourt's  fbrtiiiide, 
if  I  Ihould  affirm,  that  on  reading  diit 
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ns 


left  the  week  before.  He  returned  poor 

in  every  wordlf  pofTeflioOy  dejeded^  and 

difinayed ;  but  rich  in  integrity^  rich  in 

the  noble  cohfcioulhcfi  of  approving 
Tirtuc. 


M 
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CHAP    ^. 

I  Hcrt,  before  HcntOt 

I  ntify  ihU  my  rich  gift.    O  Ferdinisd  t 
Do  not  fmile  it  mc  thai  I  boift  her  off  | 
For  thou  wilt  find  flic  will  oulfttip  «II  pnil^ 
AdiI  mike  it  halt  beliiod  her. 

SKAKtIFIAKta 

The  earl  of  Montcich  was  too  ardcaC 

of  Cupid,  to  hear  with  indjf- 
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mailed  upon  his  young  friend  tot  wait 
padeody  for  the  cfit A  of  Mifs  Powerf- 
comt's  evideuc  prediledtioa  m  his  fa« 
Tour. 

Meaodme  the  '^tall  long-Gded  dame^ 
whom  Hudihras  charafterifes  as  a  ^  tat- 
£1^  gpfiipjt^  having  received  feme  hint 
of  what  was  really  intended,  at  Pow- 
edcourt-boufcj  blazoned  it  with,  at!  her 
powers^  aodf  knowing  that  the  intel- 
Ugeocc  muft  be  particularly  interefling 
ai^W*  parki  ihe  put  her  fwifu^ft  wiaged 
tO)i0arie$^  into  motion.    Tbcfc,  gentle 
Deader*  were  not  aerial  fylphs,  of  **  Iris 
g^ding  down  her  painted  bow  :'^  mo- 
de^D  profc  is  fcverely  reftrifted  from  the 
nfe  of  fac5  ornaxxienta)^  machinery.    1. 
CM  only  introduce  a  lame  dowager  of 
c^nfummate  prudence  and  known  can-^ 
dour,,  who  had  her  old.  horfes  driven  tea 
UMles  through  the  dkt,  to,  wonder  wkb 
kdy  W.  (hat  a^y  young  lady  coidd  rejedi; 

I  5  lof  d 
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lord  Montcith,  and  accept  Henry  P< 
erfcourt,  and  to  reprobate  the  extra 
gant  demand  of  eight  hundred  t-f 
for  pin-money,  on  which  the  intcti 
bride  had  pofuivcly  inlifted.  Anoc 
of  Fame's  bufy  mefleogers  was  •  g 
tleman  fox-hunter,  aman'of  extR 
caution  and  undoubted  vendty,  i 
affirmed  at  lord  W.'s  public  ifiM 
that  he  had  met  two  barriften  -nif 
at  law  riding  pofl:  to  fir  ^ 
i  one  <rf 
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Nobodf  how  could  doubt  hk  tcftimonf^ 
die  words  were  fo  very  like  what  fir 
William  would  fay. 

When  the  gentlemen  adjourned  to 

die  drawing-room>  the  buTy  fprite  I  have 

before  alluded  to  had  taken  pofTeOion  of 

tbat  goodly  fields  and  infligated  a  lady> 

at  die  hazard  of  engrofling  too  much  of 

the  converfation^  to  enumerate  all  the 

bride's  paraphernalia.    One  part  of  the 

company  indeed    affirmed^    that   they 

were  told  Mifs  Powerfcourt  fccrctly  dil^ 

approved  of  the  match  i  but  three  young 

ladies,  influenced  by  the  fame  fuperna- 

turar^l^Bencyj  protcftcd  thai  they  knew 

better.    They  were,  theyfaid,  her  very 

intimate  friends,  and  were  entrufled  by 

her  with  the  fccret  of  her  attachment  to 

<ber  coufin,    which  had  fubfifted  from 

dieir  earliefl  years.    During  thefe  nar- 

ladves,    the  countenance  of  Monteith 

varied  from  the  crimfon  glow  of  rage  to 

1 6  the 


i 


cmouonst  tAe  l^dle•  wt re  all  Im) 
tcrcained  with  the  idea  that  h 
was  very  much  in  love  dill  i  foj 
or  perhaps  having  never  read  ir. 
ble,  that  wh^c  is  fport  to  one 
death  to  another. 

It  was  only  by  repeated  Q\f&i 
tkfii  all  thofc  reports  ooujd  ^o\ 
^nd  that  the  lady's  «;Qid  d^ferv 
fidence^  tl^C  lord  W.  could  pr^v 
bis  noble  gueft  to  fuipeod  tbf  ^ 
of  his  ianguins^ry  defigos.  At  (b 
the  un^xpeded,  the  tranfportin{ 
Ugence  arrived,  that  Hcmy  w 
taiply  gone  i^  diigrace  frpfp  \ 
cgifrt  '9  but  Beidicr  the  \fin\t  4^ 
the  cautbus  fox-hunter,  the  C9 
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Theflttitofaffiun^  bcMh  at  tbt  pork 
Md  ai  i»¥^ilikai%  Ibon  vndenvcnc  a 
fiwpriflqg  rtvoludoo.  The  fevcljr  Qe« 
ffiJifiM>  wMi  ftcpa  onco  more  fighc  as 
the  ivood-njoipb'sj  flew  ta  ooBimuaU 
OM  to  her  doar  Lucy  the  intcHigtace 
whioh  hcF-fpaiUing^ayeS}  and  iha  foiiles 
that  played  around  her  fi^cinatmg  fiice> 
had  akcadf  aaticipaced.  Lord  Mbn- 
wbAl  had  renewed  hia  addrejfis  in  the 
moA  pjiffionate  but  refpedful  ctrinas, 
and  fir  WiUsam^  oontraftiog  fuch  ftroog 
atcachoieiit  with  Henry's  cold  reAi£U^ 
kad.  declared,  that  as  his  own  plana 
wre  ftuflracedj  be  ihould  have  no 
loDgep  aay  objeftfon  to  his  iQrdlhip^ 
provided  fosie  pecuHar  conditions  were 
granted,  with  which  Monteith  joyfully 
oonpHed^  ^^Pelicitate  me,  Lucy/' added 
M16  Powerfcoorr5  <^  upon  the  happy 
'*  change  in  my  fituation.     I  fcorn  the 

^  mean  aAAadon  of  keeping  a  gene- 

«'  rous 


•'  jcftten  of  lord  Monteith.  Naj 
Ihe,  leaning  her  blufhing  face 
Evans's  ihoulder^  "  I  have  « 
^'  that  my  affcAions  are  irrevoca 
^'  upon  the  moft  conftantj  the : 
*'  nerous  of  men." 

I  will  tnift  that  the  aAive  i 
ttons  of  my  readers  will  delineti 
fcenes  of  joyous  congraiubitioc 
fbip»  and  preparation^  which  m 
between  fir  William's  accept 
lord  Monteith 's  offers^  a(id  the 
folemniry  s  and  will  only  pitnai. 
as  the  principal  figures  on  the 
were  people  of  elevated  rank  am 
in  lovCf  the  execution  {hould  I 

terlv.     An  cnamonwH  ^mrl   mi 
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tended  through  all  the  ^^  privileged  or* 

ders/'  my  prudence  in  fhrinking  from 

the  hazardous  attempt  of  recording  the 

loftier  flights  of  heroic  love''  is  -worthy 

of  foxDt  credit;    particularly  in  thefe 

dmeSy  when  every  noi^elift  permits  his 

plain  Williams  and  Richards  to  addreis 

their  miftrefles  in  terms  that  would  for- 

nicrly  have   been  allowed  only  to  an 

Archduke  or  a  Count  Palatine,  except 

indeed  the  hero  was  a  profefTcd  knight- 

trranr,  to  whom  the  ufe  of  extravagant 

hyperbole  has  belonged  from  time  im- 

loemorial. 

Let  it  then  be  fuppofcd^  that  after 

the  noble  lover  had  many  rimes  repeated 

hU  injunctions  to  Phoebus  to  <<  gallop 

^pacc  his  fiery-footed  ftecds,"  and  had 

^^  creeping  Time  for  not "  fpccding 

^  the  lagging  hours,"  the  aufpicioUs 

nu)ming  at  laft  arrived,  and  the  lovely 

V^%  attended  by  many  of  the  neigh - 
\  bouring 


Mr*  Evansjoincd  their  hands, 
^acclamations  of  hundreds^  v 
unrefined  but  liberal  hofpiuli 
worthy  baronet  had  affemble 
joyful  occaQoi^, 

Though  feni«lc  dclumqf  nQ 
have  cfcaped  th^  oppreflivc 
public  celebration^  yet  G^ra 
determined  not;  to  oppofc  b 
known  predile6(ion  fQr  tU  d: 
quated  cuftoms  which  were  deri 
the  feudal  barons,  whom  he  £ 
imiucing.  Gratified  io  the  < 
her  choice,  lady  Monteith  jgni 
unaO^dted  fwtetncfi  and  poKlb 
at  thofe  feftal  eptert»i(imeAts  I 
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I  (hall  here  porbape  b?  afked,  how  his 
guicral  diflikc  to  loidfi  ^od  love-xnatches, 
his  |4am  in  ^vQijir  pf  Hcufy,  )uul  hu 
wiihcs  to  pcrpctuafc  bis  own  name  aiK^ 
§kmlf,  could  be  fo  foon  fbrgoitcop  Tto 
laft  obje&io^.  it  aniwcred  by  obfervingi 
chat  a  claufe  in  the  marriage-fctcleomK 
(retired  the  ioberua^ccof  ftr  WiUi^sn's 
fortitne  ta  the  fecood  Ton  of  this  naar-. 
Ifi^gCy  i^ho  was  c^prc0l;y  cnjoiocd  to  re- 
ceive the  name  pf  his  n^aternal  grand* 
fiither  i  or>  in  cafe  of  no  fecoivd  fon, 
the  eldcft  daughter  was  to  convey  th^ 

Vov:t^kovtTi  hofiG'jrs  to  her  h'jlbt^fyi« 
A  difpoiition  like  fir  William's,  chough 
prone  to  purfue  a  &vourice  fpcculatioa 
with  eagerneisy  will  not  renounce  every 
fiiture  good,  becaufe  its  primary  wiQi 
has  proved  impracticable,  but  will 
fpeedily  return  to  that  harmonized  tran^ 
quillity  which  beft  accords  with  its  na- 
tural feelings.    When  the  doating  fa* 

thcr 
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ther  faw  that  lord  Montcith  beheld  bis 
Gcraldine  with  nearly  the  Tame  idoliztog 
preference  as  he  did  himfelC  he  forgot 
chat  he  was  a  peer,  and  he  almoft  "be- 
came a  convert  to  the  opinion*  that  » 
love-match  was  well  enough  now  and 
then. 

Bcflde  the  claufe  already  mendoiiedr 
the  deed  of  fcttlement  contained  another 
of  a  very  extraordinary  nature.  It-wUg 
that  on  lady  Montcith's  fucceeding  to 
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a  tilde  unaccountable,  in  afking  for  a 
power  injurious  to  the  intercfts  of  her 
own   children*      The   lady^    however, 
pcrfifted  in  the  requeft,  which  was  in- 
deed the  only  one  (he  urged ;   and  the 
matter  being  referred  to  lord  Monteith, 
he,  with  lover-like  complacency,    in^ 
&fted  that  all  oppolition  on  the  part  of 
his  counfel  (hould  be  immediately  with- 
drawn. 

It  was  alfo  ftipulatcd,  that  fir  Wil- 
liam fhould  be  gratified  with  the  com- 
pany of  his  daughter  and  fon-in-law 
for  three  months  every  year  at  Powcrf- 
court.  The  good  baronet,  on  pro- 
poGng  this  condidon,  explained  the  mo- 
tives to  lord  Monteith:  "  I  do  not 
**  doubt,  my  lord,  but  that  as  you  will 
"foon  have  a  pretty  large  concern  in 
"thcfc  parts,  you  v^ill  be  anxious  to 
**gct  acquainted  with  the  ncighbour- 
"  tood,  and  to  know  the  charafters  of 

*•  your 
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<*  your  dependants.  1  am  ddw^  toy 
*■  lord,  very  old,  and  every  t^iog  mu^ 
V  foon  be  yours  and  Geraldine's.  Il 
*■  gives  me  [tlcafure  tp  think  that  I  IhaQ 
**  kave  you  a  fet  of  uprigbc  wonhf  i»> 
**  nants ;  and  I  trull  you  miU  aA  »  1^ 
*'  ther's  part  by  them,  as  I  aod  my  w* 
**  ceftors  always  have  done,  i  wtU-B- 
**  troduce  them  alt  to  you  before  yoo 
*'  leave  us.  Poor  fouls  1  they  have  beta 
**  uftd   to    have    their  hndlord*    five 


A  TALI  OF  THB  TIMSS.  19! 

I<b  not  aik  thj  frolic  hand 
To  wcsiTe  the  perifliable  band 

That  fades  on  faihion's  brow; 
Mjr  conftamt  fool  a  tie  requires^ 
Kmi  as  the  virtue  which,  infpires 

And  dignifies  mj  vow. 

Give  me  the  mild  perfuafive  art. 
Which  holds  the  captivated  heart 

In  unregrettcd  toils ; 
Shed  xhj  own  luftre  o'er  my  face^ 
When  beauty  mourns  each  raTifli'd  grace^ 

And  youth  no  longer  iiniles. 

Perplexing  doubts  my  bofom  tear : 
Oh  I  let  me  fan  with  veftal  care 

The  Hymeneal  fire ; 
Gaard  it  from  paflion*s  wild  extreme^ 
And  bid  its  falutary  beam 

With  life  alone  expire*  ! 

Having 


*  Mrs.  Prudentia  is  very  forry  that  (he  has 
^t  abfolutcly  conformed  to  the  opinion  of  the 
^▼icwcrs,  who  bellowed  fuch  liberal  praifc 
^Pon  her  profe,  by  entirely  banifliing  the  va- 
S^t  Mufe*    She  has  a  moil  uxducky  knack  of 

**  hitching 


/ 


ipi  A  ^aIk  or  TRB  tlMlt. 

Having  iKJttlJitAailfy  M  mf  rMIen 
to  that  point  wberte  I  in  "Rrtt  iMnu 
abruptly  introduced  themi  t  diaD  cadei- 
vour  to  proceed  ftratt  fbrMrd  dunqg 
the  remainder  of  ihy  naiUftiv^. 


**  hitchiog  into  rhymei"  and  wben  dlfe  bat* 
ling*  arc  produikd,  fhe  h&d  ntber  dmt  \bif 
ftoA  An  tbe  tup  fli«tf  of  «  booi-'ctft^  tUJi  'tlut 
they  flionld  be  immediately  MitlmliMd  to  thi 
flames.  With  regard  to  their  advice  of  p 
ing  her  portinl  produSHoia  ftparstc^'d 
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CHAP.  xn. 

Ai  tnonoroiit  as  Winter,  ind  at  fuddea 
At  iawt  coDgealcd  ih'tlK  fpring  of  day* 
Hit  teaii^par,  therefttiey  nntift  be  well  oMcnr*d. 
Chide  hiaa  f«r  fatilta,  but  do  it  reverently* 

SHiyciapiA«i. 

Lo&o  MoNTEiTR  was  ooc  ()f  thoft 
common  charaders  which  the  world 
CTciy  day  produces,  and  which  a  verjr 
fitde  penetration  will  eafily  unravel. 
His  aUlides  were  not  confpicuous,  and 
hb  application  to  the  improvement  of 
tbem  had  been  as  great  as  a  rich  faeir9 
early  become  his  own  mafter,  ufuallf 
beftows.  He  poflfeflcd  a  great  deal  of 
good  temper>  and  chat  open*hearced 
eafy  generofity  which  always  fucceeds 
in  fecuring  general  good  opinion.  His 
paflions  were  naturally  very  ftrong  i  and 
never  having  been  taught  the  ncceflky 
VOL.  I.  K  of 
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ofreftraining  tticm,  they  were  iocruTcd 
by  continual  gratification,  tiil  tbey  Ibme- 
whac  rcfcmbled  the  itnpecuoiu  correnc 
Nature  intended  hitn  to  be  humane  and 
bcntficent;  but  a  neglcA  of  dilcipline 
and  conftanc  indulgence  had  introduced 
an  indolent  felfifhncrs.  Yec  ftUI,  if  a 
good  deed  required  no  great  exertioiii 
or  if  an  object  in  diftrcls  ludcily  pr&- 
fcDted  itfelf  at  a  moment  wheo  he  was 
difengaged  from  any  favourite  purfui^ 


\ 
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i|iiii  ptnficcii   and  the  impetuofiqr  of 
alt  icnpcr  pcBVCDttd  hiin  ftovti 
wuf  direfttiig   fiicodL      Lord 
iijkQfe  iKMiie  he  JmUjt  tvfidedj 
QHW  qf  t)w  woii^iitnnQr  ioUcitx 
lui  /lobfe  gueft  fliould  form  a 
ii)acriinooial  codoczion  i   but 
die  idea  of  pfx>priery  oo  farther  than  to 
die  forttinc,  tl|eifami|yj^  or  perhaps  the 
pcrfonal  graces  of  the  Udy ;  and  though 
die  young  earl,  during  his  paroxyfms 
of  love,    added  to   thefe   allureniencs 
every  angelic  quality,  lie  did  not  accu- 
rately define  what  thofe  angelic  quali-. 
oei  really  were.    SucH  V<^  the   man 
^  whom  the  purblind  god,  in  one  of  his 
capricious  moments,  felcded  to  be  the 
hdband  of  the  beautiful,  animated,  in- 
telligent Geraldke  Powerfcourt ;  whole 
feelings,    exquificely   fufceptit)le,    had 
been    accuftonied   to    the  regular   te- 
(lor  of  g^nde  manners,  uniform  con- 

K  2  fiftcnt 
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L  nc  iv.iibttAj^..._ 
couple  approached  the  altar  ol 
were  as  difllmilar  as  their  c 
The  bridegroom-  thought  no 
the  awful  ceremonv,  than  as  i 
means  of  putting  him  in  pol 
sm  elegant  and  beautiful  worn 
whole  account  he  had  felt  a  i 
tf(  uneafinefs.    He  fuppofed 
event  would  of  courfe  great! 
his  (lock  of  happinefs ;    but 
abridgment  of  his  former  pk 
any  (crious  duties  impofed  b] 
rafier  of  a  hufbandj  he  had  m 
idea  of  fuch  difagreeable  r 
"^  wa».  indeed,  firmly  of  op 
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**  petual  fountain  of  domefltc  fweets^'^ 

i)oc  flieuld  chat  cxpedarion  be  difap- 

-pointed,  (and  Jbme  of  his  married  friends 

iiad    -coniplaincd  that   they  had    been 

taken- in  on  «  fimilar  occafionj)  "would 

nmy  ^bodf  pretend  to  (ay  that  he  had  no 

light  ^eo  make  himfelf  as  connfortable  at 

-iras  in  his  power  ?     He  had  already  a 

4ine  houfe,  trlegant  carriagesi  and  a  nu* 

ihcrous  retinue  j  he  was  very  fcldom  ac 

"home,  to  be  fufe,  but  he  believed  that 

•Ae  houfirketpcr  and  the  fteward  went 

on  very  well  5  and  (hould  he  (which  was 

icarceiy  pofTible)   find  no  more  attrao 

(ions  in  his  .own  fire-Gde,  when  graced 

bf  the  ^prcience  of  a  ;diaTming  wifr^  he 

faw  noriiing  10  -the  macrw^c  trcremony 

srhtcth  forbade  bis  making  htmfelf  happy 

dfewhefe. 

The  more  correft  principles  and  re* 
fined  imagination  of  lady  Monceich 
uught  her  to  confider  the  man  whom  (he 

K  3  vowcd^ 


%^9  A  TALE  OF  THE  TIHII.      . 

vowed  to  love,  honour^  and  obeyt 
as  the  partner  of  all  her  jojrt  and  ibr- 
rows,  the  lord  of  her  deftinj,  the  guarr 
dian  of  her  chara£tcr,  and  the  guide  o( 
her  condud.  Confcious  that  death 
alone  could  diflblvc  the  folemn  bond 
into  which  (be  had  jtift  entered,  her 
m  ft  anxious  wifhcs  were  pointed  tooofr 
end,  that  of  being  for  ever  amiable  u 
her  hufband's  eyes.  She  determined  lo 
fiudy  his  difpofition  with  the  moft  afll- 
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whkh  inexperienced  youth  (and  I  muQ; 
tdd  youthful  vanity  too)  had  tempted 
her  to  foim  of  being  able  to  make  a 
complete  revolution  in  his  charafter^ 
would  have  encouraged  her  to  auempt 
die  hazardous  experiment.  She  never 
refleded,  that  the  tender  indulgence  to 
which  fhe  had  been  accuftomed  mud: 
render  the  perpetual  renunciation  of  her 
own  defires  a  painful  tafk  s  nor  was  her 
experience  fufficient  to  teach  her,  that 
the  refinements  which  (he  meant  to  in- 
troduce,  like  delicate  exotics,  could  only 
Suurifh  in  a  congenial  foil. 

The  firft  inftancc  that  the  bridegroom 
gave  of  that  habitual  felf-indulgence, 
and  difregard  to  the  wifhes  of  others> 
which  might  be  faid  to  be  the  predomi- 
nant feature  in  his  mind,  was  an  impa- 
tience to  leave  Powcrfcourc  long  before 
fir  William  had  finifhed  half  his  plans  of 
feftal  glee.     His  lordfhip  had,  with  vi^ 

K  4  (ible 
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fible  erniuit  endured  the  KdioBfiM&tf  a 
public  day,  and  given  fuch  lial&civil 
anfwcrs  to  the  exdamation  of  "  I  rhetr- 
"  lily  with  you  joy,  my  lord  I"  wlych 
burft  upon  him  from  every  quarter,  u 
to  excite  a  doubt  in  the  congraculmir^ 
whether  he  really  was  or  was  not  gkd 
di.it  he  was  married.  At  diaocr,  he 
was  only  amufcd  by  obferviilg  the  in^ 
difcriminating  appedtxs  orcouocrygea^ 
tiemcn }   and  when  the  cloth  was  xe- 


fUncfl  the  adwmtages  of  inland  nivtr 
'Od  the  geodeman  oppoRtCiad^ 
to  Urn  m  long  narmive  <xplai^ 
miorjr^the  difficulties  attending  aJave* 
/litirfvfiSch  hadtieen  awarded  to  ^htm  at 
dNT'kft-Caefnarvonciflizes.  Thmr  man* 
tfcr  was  ¥eit)Ole,  and^chc^/ttlfeed  tlitto^ 
gedier :  his  lordflitp,  therefore^  con- 
dnded  that  thef  iaid  nothing  worthy  of 
atiaicion,  and  that  the  chi^^rin  he  feic 
arofe  from  the  want  of  fuperior  focicty. 

He  ieized  the  firft  opportunity  of  with- 
drawiog  from  the  company  to  the  coun- 
te&'t  drefling-^oomt    and  on  entering 
<iii^  himfelf  upon  a  fofey  with  fo  loud 
a  yawn  as  -to  abrm  her  ladyihtp  and 
MiftCFaos  with  ierious  appreheiifions 
diac  he  was  taken  fiL    ^<  Are  not  yoo 
^JWeBf*'  ccxclaimed  the  former  with 
sender  anxiety.    "It  is  impoflible  to 
^'  befell  among  fuch  boors,"  returned 
llH  loidfliip.    «  I  have  been  ulkM^ac 

K5  rail 
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*'  all  the  afternoon,  and  cannot  for  my 
"  foul  remember  one  finglc  fcnteocc 
"  chat  has  been  uttered.  I  am  detcr- 
"  mined  to  go  lo  London  die  firft  op- 
•'  portuiiity :  living  here  three  months 
"  would  be  the  death  of  mc.  I  proteft, 
"  my  charming  GcraldinCj  that  you  put 
*'  mc  in  mind  of  a  rofe  growing  id  cfaa 
•'  middle  of  a  wildernefs."  ^M 
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SffiiL  .  Sir  Ralph  tod  lady  Morgan  fenc 
«D  imrtladoii  io  ferm^  requefting  the 
jKMMiyr  oi  the  bride  and  bridegrocuD's 
ooinpaiiy  at  their  ftat  to  a  diooer  and  a 
Ul  ffwea  in  honour  of  their  nuptials* 
The  bvitadoo  waa  written  on  an  ele-- 
^aoc  cafd,  decorated,  by  her  lady  (hip's 
t>wn  pencil  with  Lilliputian  Cupids  light* 
iog  their  tiny  torches*  Twenty  years 
ago  the  Morgans  were  people  in  high 
life,  and  even  cb^  gallant  Montcich 
would  not  then  have  blu(hed  to  have 
appeared  at  her  ladyfhip's  parties; 
bot  twenty  years  are  fufficient  to  anni- 
hilate mighty  empires,  and  muft  un- 
qoeftionably  caule  great  revolutions  in 
a  private  family.  •  Juft  before  his  affairs 
.were  irretrievable,  fir  Ralph  difcovered^ 
that  to  be  one  of  the  very  firft  people  is 
a  preliminary  ftep  to  becoming  nobody; 
and  his  lady  reBefted  on  the  danger  of 
coqueoy  and  diffipatiori  before  the  lafl: 

1:6  &ire 
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of  retirement  and  crconomy 
xncJijtcly  adopted,  and  regul 
ranee  in  thefe  falutary  meafur 
abled  them  to  refume  their 
Iplcndor  a  little  before  lady  ] 
marriage.  Certainly  at  this  { 
body  knew  the  Morgans ;  am 
ihip's  knowledge  of  the  fafhion 
was  fo  antedated^  that  the  ver 
intended  (hould  announce  hei 
able  claim  to  fuperior  elegano 
ced  Lord  Montcith  that  (he 
mere  fal  laU  and  that  the  \ 
prove  a  bare :  as  a  natural  coi 
he  detcnnincd  not  to  go. 
On  the  day  appointed,  the 

1  •  II  I L-!  J^l  il^l^.J^ 
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lier  chariot.     Her  lord  appeared  in  htV 
mormng  difliabillc^  and  ia  a  hal£»whilper 
anaounced  bis  refblution  not  to  go»  "  1 
«*  iMte  ftatc  vifits/'  iaid  he,  **  and  I 
*^  never  could  endure  country  batts  in  all 
•«  mj  life/*— ^  But  this/'  returned  the 
coimtefi,  raifing  herpkadtng  eyes,  *< is 
"  abfolutely  given  in  compliment  to  us.** 
"  Never  mind,  never  mind/'  continued 
his  lordlhip,  hurrying  her  to  the  car- 
riage, and  at  the  fame  time  holding  a 
handkerchief  to  his  mouth :  "  You  can 
^  make  an  apology.  You  fee  I  have  got 
^  a  terrible  tooth-ach  -,  upon  my  foul,  I 
*'  would  not  go  for  a  thoufand  pounds^ 
"Come,   your  father  waits;   you  will 
**  be  too  late.*'  At  thefe  words  he  lifted 
Ikf  into  the  chaifc,  and  then,  with  the 
voice  of  one  in  extreme  pain,  exclaim-* 
cd,  ^  Bcft  compliments— forry  I  can't 
"  do  myfdf  the  honour— make  hafte, 

««  rty 
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**  mj  lore ;  if  you  are  too  Uie,  I  IkalE 
"  be  miferabk." 

lady  Monteith  had  now,  for  the  fiift 
time  in  her  life,  the  pamfiil  cafk  of  apo- 
logizing for  what  Ihe  conceived  to  be  ■ 
moral  impropriety  in  the  conduA  of  a 
pcrfon  whom  ihe  tenderly  loved.  Un- 
ufed  to  difgulfe^  the  faltered  in  her  ex- 
cuTes,  which,  indeed,  fccmed  rather  to 
make  the  afl^ir  worfe  than  to  impron 
it.     She  found  every  thing  at  the  Mor- 
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evciniig  tbt  cenimed  home,  and  found 
diac  the  noble  invalid  had  completdjf 
haniflicd  hia  tooth-adi  and  his  chagrin^ 
bf  vicaefliog  tho  amulcnientt  of  an  a&- 


Lsdj  Monteiih  Mened  with  fceming^ 
intiQieft  to^  the  ludjcrous  accidents  to 
wlucb  niftic  competinon  had  given  rift, 
and  Ithen  ventured  upon  a  gentle  exr 
poftuladon  oa  his.  ablenting  himfcJf 
from  a  fcene  which  miift  have  affbrdcd 
bim  fuperior  pleafure.  Her  defcription 
of  die  entertainment  and  the  company 
made  his  lordfliip  a  convert  to  her  opl- 
jiion>  and  unlblicited  he  fet  off  the  next 
morning  to  the  Morgans^  to  make  a  per- 
ibnal  apology  for  hb  abfence.  He 
fyaad  them  fo  unei^pefledly  agreeable^ 
diat  on  a  flight  invitation  he  fpent  the 
day  with  them»  and  returned  home^  not 
alhamed  of  his  own  caprice»  but  vexed 

diat  he  bad  miffed  the  pleafanteft  party 

that 

/ 
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tluc  had  occurred  fince  bis  relidenceiff 
Cacrnarvonflilre.  Not  tint  he  Traiwf 
wa^  to  blame  ;  his  carlieft  rectrfle^Hon 
-  did  not  flirnilh  him  with  one  inftance  of 
his  having  a£ted  wrong  i  the  fiiult  lay  eii> 
tirely  in  the  unlucky  Cupids  and  thr 
painted  card. 

The  feafbn  of  the  year  of  which  I  am 
now  treating  was  May>  a  period  wfaes 
the  country  holds  out  its  pleafures  onlf 
to  the  ftudious,  the  induftrious,  and  the 


fronaiijeirarinhitown'bebftviourj  or 
iof  Inpropriccjin  his  own  judgmenc: 
nor  did  ic  prdeeed  from  At  imperfedions 
cT  Us  adonbk  Genldinei.  who  proved 
10  be  dieaogefic  creaciire  %ehad  before 
hppo&i  'hert  tr  wn  $&  owing  to  the 
oiBoiB  caimttj,  to  fir  William'^  odd 
ways,  ttdto  the  twadtUing  people  whom 
lie  faflFered  to  vifit  him.  In  London,  he 
fliould  undoubtedly  enjoy  the  expe&ed 
ptrtdiie  i  there  hq  lovely  ^irl  muft  at* 
tnilft  unlverfal  admh-ation;  he  Ihould 
brcadic  another  air,  enjoy  a  diiFerent  fo« 
oxXff  receive  the  congratulations  of  all 
hii  own  friends;  in  (hort|  he  muft  fee 
off  for  town  immediately. 

When,  with  many  polite  exprcffions 
of  regret  for  being  obliged  to  Ihorten 
his  vifit  atiPowerfcourt,  lord  Montcich 
£fft  acquainted  fir  William  with  the  ne« 
ceflity  of  bis  going  up  to  town,  the  latter 
diicovcred  great  furprife  that  he  fliouid 

choofct 
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choofe  to  go  to  that  dUigreeible  pkoe 
juft  when  parJiaroent  was  fo  near  break- 
ing up,  and  that  there  was  oo  more  na- 
tional buGncfs  of  imporcuice  to  letde. 
«  This,"  faid  he,  "  fecms  to  be  ttic 
"  very  time  that  you  fliould  talu  a  trip 
*'  to  Scotland,  to  examine  the  plans  of 
"  your  architcfts,  to  fet  them  to  worica 
"  and  to  get  the  foil  fmooth  and  ready 
*'  to  plant  next  autumn.  I  am  afraid. 
"  my  lord,  you  are  not  naturally  food 
f  life : 
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The  manner  in  which  fir  William  ut* 
tered  th^fe  czpreffions  was  too  much 
marked  by  dignified  benevolence  to  ad- 
mit of  ridtculei  and  die  unfortunate 
Urd  would  have  been  compelled  to  give 
op  hf$  London  journey  fi-om  the  mere 
want  of  aigumenti  to  defend  its  ezpe- 
diency^  had  not  accident  favoured  hioi 
with  a  convenient  reafon  for  putdng  his 
defigps  iff  execution,  which  even  fir  Wil* 
fiam  allowed  to  be  indifputabk. 


I 
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8«  nonrn'J  tbe  dame  lA  EplMTfli  btr  lav«. 

.SuAUkiwuc 

Oo  the  marriage  of  lord  MontriCh,  ii\ 
cxprcG  was  difpatched  to  Kinlgch  cafUe* 
to  inforin  lady  Arabella  Macdonald  tnd 
lady  Madelina  Frazer*  «f  the  joyM 
event.     The   meirrnger  on  -hift  ■crMttl 
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who  ided  as  miftrefs  during  the  (cclu* 
fion  of  her  aunt.  She  read  her  brother's 
account  of  hi»  marriage  to  the  mod:  ex« 
ceilent  and  beautiful  of  womeny  and, 
after  eafting  a  fide  glance  at  the  chirn-- 
ney-glals  which  refleded  her  own  figure» 
flie  proceeded  to  ope«  a  letter  from,  hei 
oew  fifter,  which  exprefled  a  hope  that 
•ihe  eodearing  tie  of  friendfliip  would 
ibon  be  added  to  that  of  kindred ;  but 
what  appeared  to  the  reader  to  be  the 
noft  fignificant  part  of  the  epiflle  was 
that  where  lady  Monteich  added  a  preflL 
ing  invitation  to  their  houfe  in  London, 
and  an  aflurance  that  (he  fhould  rejoice 
in  the  opportunity  of  exerting  all  her 
abilities  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  any 
of  her  lord's  friends. 

The  general  etiquette  of  Kinloch 
caftle  had  eftabliflied  a  rule  of  decorum 
which  extended  to  the  moft  trivial  oc« 
€urrences«     Every  motion-  was  to  be 

grave 
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grave  and  conrequcDtia]  t  and  s  ru 
could  only  be  jufti6cd  by  one  wing  c 
the  houfe  being  on  fire,  or  by  the  141 
pcarance  of  an  enemy  on  the  coaft.  Si 
firift  were  thefe  injun^ons,  thu  bd' 
Madelina  hcrfclf  could  notdifpeafewid 
them  even  upon  the  affcAing  incident  fl 
fir  Simon's  death ;  for,  on  being  -u 
formed  that  if  One  wilhed  to  &c  fail 
alive  (he  muft  come  immediately,  A 
rofc  with  her  ufual  inajefty>  and,  thitkv 
:  her  train  into  its  proi>er  gracefi 


A  TALB  or  TRE  TIMfiS.  dtj 

]6yrul  exclamation  of  *^  O  !  my  brother 
^  is  married^  and  I  will  go  to  Lon-^ 
••  don/'  fct  off  full  fpccd  to  her  aunt's 
apartment. 

The  forrows  of  that  lady,  though  of 
too  deep  a  caft  to  admit  more  than  one 
narrow  ftripe  of  daylight,  were  not  fo 
wholly  fublime,  as  not  to  require  now 
and  then  a  few  adventitious  fupports. 
The  room  in  which  fir  Simon  lay  in 
ftate  was  contiguous  to  her  own.  She 
viHted  it  every  day,  and  was  mod  fedu« 
loufly  exadt  in  having  the  emblazon- 
ment completed  in  the  higheft  ftyle  of 
heraldry.  In  a  remote  country,  where 
few  events  occur  to  excite  the  attention 
of  the  curious,  a  feudal  laird  lying  in 
date  in  his  own  c?ftle  was  an  agreeable 
novelty ;  and  as  the  relid  was  not  avcrfe 
to  the  exhibition,  f?r  Simon  became  a 

much  more  interefting.  objc£b  after  he 
was  dead,  than  ever  he  had  been  when 

alive. 
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alive.  All  who  faw,  by  repeating  vhit 
they  had  fcen,  excited  the  attentioit  of 
others.  Mutes  were  fttudiog  all  die 
way  up  the  flairs  j  all  the  ftan  apaic- 
ments  were  hung  with  blacki  tapen  as 
big  as  men ;  plumes  of  feathers  as  la^ 
as  thofe  of  Otranto*  and  efcaccheoni 
and  atchievemetit8>  were  placed  at  everf 
corner.  Several  of  the  lady-vifitanC^ 
after  having  fecn  all  thefe  aftonilhiDg 
chingSi  pleaded  the  rights  of  friendflup^ 
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and  reGgnacion ;  and  Jometimes^  if  the 
▼ifiiants  were  Frazers  and  only  the 
wives  or  daughters  of  younger  brothers, 
tfaey  fat  down  to  a  confolacory  pool  at 
quadrille.  But  even  here  her  ladyfhip's 
fintimeotal  tendernefs  was  vifible  s  ifor 
Ihe  could  only  be  brought  to  play  at 
that  game  from  a  rccoUedion,  <^  that 
^*  poor  dear  fir  Simon^  when  he  was 
^'  quite  himfelf,  was  remarkably  partial 
^  to  holding  a  lone  hand." 

It  was  at  fuch  a  time,  and  when  lady 
Madelina  was  engaged  with  fuch  a  party, 
that  lady  Arabella,  forgetting  her  uncle's 
death  and  her  aunt's  melancholy,  rufhed 
into  the  room,  health  on  her  cheek, 
joy  in  her  eye,  and  the  Monteich  packet 
in  her  hand,  calling  out  rather  too 
loudly,  <<  My  brotl^er  is  married  to  a 
^<  Mifs  Powerfcourt,  and  has  afked  me 
"  to  come  to  London."  The  afFeft- 
ing  word  married  flung  poor  lady  Ma- 

roL.  I.  L  delina 
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^lina  isto  hyfterici,  to  which  j 
the  fuddcD  entrtncc  and  leud  ncl^ 
inati(»i  ha4  previouOji  coQtribuiod.  On 
her  recuvery  another  fource  of  ^ks*- 
iety  was  ftaited.  Who  were  the  9vt^ 
erfcoum?  What  aDiinccs  ktd  thaf 
formed  ?  Had  any  body  evei  hoard  tf 
the  family  before  i  Luckily,  a  Wf  idt 
fill  genealoglft  was  preftnt,  wboft  UH 
formation  entirely  obviated  all  uuffelf 
upon  the  fcore  of  degradatjon ;  and  htt 
ladyfhip  became  tolerably  conpefcflL    Xc 
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fjttot  ihe«wis  fuffc  fttU  waiced  (or  ber,^ 
and  ID  die  tpon  the  very  (poc  wMeh 
coanidcd  his.  fiicred  remaiM.  Itfeemed 
10  be  dmibcful  to  the  lady  con^biters, 
whether  fir  SimoB  had  not  had  enoagh 
of  lri»lady'lKonpMj>  for  chey  denied  the 
fiift  ebooe  the  ghoft^  and  ac  kft  coiw 
inooedher^  chat  it  wasezceediDgly  wick« 
ed  in  a  perfoa  of  her  age  to  talk  of  df* 
ing.    After  much  dtffbfe  argmnenCr  it 
was  agreed  that  the  interment  ftould 
take  place  a  fortnight  fooner  than  was 
intended ;  and  chat  when  the  efcutcheons 
and   achievements  had  been  proper)f 
arranged,  hdy  Madelina  and  her  niece 
flioidd  prepare  for  their  London  jour- 
ney.   The  latter  ckffed  the  conver£ition 
by  obferving,  that  thefe  were  the  onty 
agree^k  founds  (he  had  heard  fince  her 
arrival  in  Scotland. 

While  hdy  ArabeHa  fpcedled  die  joy- 
001  preparationy  and  indulged  aK  the 

L  a  hopes 


&30  A  TALE  OF  THt  TIKn, 

tiopes  of  future  pleafum  and  edniBiifai 
which-  youthful  confidence*  Miatd  hf 
her  early  recollcAiont  could  fiipplf*  iaif 
Montcich  took  Icavc  of  Pomtr&autt 
with  far difierent  ienriinentB.  Tliefn^ 
averting  her  eyes  from  the  detefted  wilk 
of  Kinloch  with  an  ardent  wifli  m^v^T 
more  to  behold  what  (he  called  «'  biq^ 
ing  place  for  the  living,  coijld  oitif  be  ^ 
intcrcftcd  by  fubjcds  remotely  con- 
ncfted  with  dear,  dear  London :  the 
latter  vificcd  every  fpoi  which  the  amufc- 
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AOC  the  propofed  vific  of  her  lord's  rc- 

bcions  induced   her  to  poftpone  that 

deCrc  cili  flie  could  have  been  fully  ac 

fibercy  -to  enjoy  the  unreft  rained  plea« 

fure  of  her  focicty,  the  indifporition  of 

Mrs,  £v8AS  would  have  fruilrated  the 

fchcme.  That  excellent  woman  was  now 

confined  to  hrr  chamber  by  the  increafe 

of  a  diiorder  under  which  ihe  had  la« 

boured  for  many  years;   and   though 

ber  fituation   by   no  means   excluded 

kopet  her  tender    domed  ic  daughter 

eouM  feldom  ileal  an  hour  from  the 

pVeafjngly  painful  talk  of  attending  her^ 

vo  breathe  her  fund  wi(hes  and  fonder 

tdicus  to  that  dearcfl:  friend  from  whom 

Ihe  was  now  for  the  firft  time  in  her  life 

going  to  be  fc|»ratcd. 


^3 
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CHAP   XIV 

LightT  ihin  iiT.iloiM'i  fummer-viGoi 
IfbuimflKting  elouil  oUcdk  ibtftjT; 
If  bui  m  bMm  of  rabcr  RmIob  plaf, 
Lo,  Fincjr'*  fairy  fr*ft  work  gwlit  aiH 
But  Hn  ihe  wild  of  vt,  ibe  gnTp'tf  f 
Sniuh  tbcricliicliciofawdl-rpcatlH 
FLEAiuKia  or 
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to  did^  ind  in  fixing  her  eHfj  chair  in. 
a  proper  ficuadon.     Mrsv  EVana  Idokcd 
at  her  noble  gueft  with  a  tender  fmik. 
**  I  perceiv^i  my  dearcft  iady  Monteitb^" 
laid  Ihe^  *<  that  there  is  no  alceracion  in 
^-  your  charader*     Your  goodnefs  and ' 
^  amiable  vivacity  have  fufiercd  no  di« 
^  niaudon  from  the  referve  of  rank  • 
*  tf  tht  cct<)iictte  of  dignity  ^  and  fee 
*f  the  cflt  A  it  has  upon  u».    We  can 
^  confidtr  you  in  no  other  light  than 
*f  that  of  our  old  ftiend..    I  admit  you 
^  to  a  Gck  chamber^  and  treat  you  with 
**a  little  groaning,  while  Lucy  finda 
**yoo  feme   employ menr^  as  it  you 
^  were  ft  ill  the  playful  Geraldtne  whom 
**  I  had  u(ed  alternately  to  corredl:  and 
^idolile*     Do  you  remember  dreffiog 
^  my  eat  In  a  blue  jacket  and  trdwfers^ 
'*  (cachirtg  ft  to  Walk  uprightj  and  prd-' 
**tcfting  that  it  was  tht  very  image  of 
^  ][our  coufin  Henr  jr ;  and  dfcerwards, 

li  4  *^  when 
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*'  when  you  Taw  him  crying  at  the  com- 
'*  pariron,  giving  him  the  new  gold 
'*  watch  your  father  had  juft  boughl 
'•  youj  by  way  of  confolation  ?'* 

"  I  have  many  unitone^  fins  to  aii> 
"  fwer  for  to  Henry  Powerfcoort,"  fud 
iady  Montciih  gravely,  '^  worfe  thu 
"ttaring  his  bcft  Virgil  to  paper  ID| 
*'  baby>houfe  or  cauling  the  deftrufUon 
*'  of  his  plailler  of  Paris  bufti  hy  dref 
**  fing  them  in  high-crowned  hats  ud 
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^  ^  know  not  what  I  felt,  unlcfs  it  was  a 
^  wifb  that  I  had  the  power  of  making 
''him  aa  happy  as  he  dcicrves/' 

During  lady  Monteith's  fpeech  Mils 

Evans  was  employed  in  mixing  her  mo- 

.dicr'a  medicine.    Her  hands  appeared 

tt>  tremble,  (be  dropped  the  cup,  and^ 

nvhik  apologizing  for  her  awkwahlnels^ 

burft  into  cears.    '^  Your  clofe  confine- 

••  ment  makes  you  nervous,  my  love,'* 

faid  Mrs.  Evans*     **  Go  into  the  gar- 

y  den,  and  water  your  little  nurflings  ; 

^  your  friend  will  chat  with  me  while 
^  you  are  gone ;  and  I  fek  fo  eafy  this 
•*^  morning,  that  I  intended  to  omit  the 
'^draught." 

Lucy  inftantly  obeyed.  Her  mo- 
dier's  eyes  followed  her  to  the  door ; 
Acy  were  then  lifted  to  Heaven,  as  if 
enforcing  a  filent  ejaculation,  and  finally 
icidcd  upon  lady  Montcith  with  a  look 
of  fupplicating  carneftnefs. 

'      L  5  Silence 
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Silence  enfued  for  a  few  mooM 
which  Mrs.  Evans  heGiarii§;lf  ii 
rupted :  **  Till  jrou  we  a  ntodieik 
**  dear  madam,  (fud  flie,)  yoo  ctt 
*<  know  the  full  .force  dF  a  IomU 
**  fears.  Mine/  pcrhapi,  arc  «al| 
**  rated  by  my  prelent  wcakqeft* 
**  flrikes  me,  that  my  dear  gtfl'a< 
■*jeAion  is  even  greater  dunini 
**  ^fpofiticHi,  or  your  leanng  ii^  o 
••  juftify.  Whik  I  hare  any  hope 
**  recovery,  I  conceive  tnyfelf  oU^ 


^\lA  *f  fiuherti  but  atn  camM  fo> 
^  lidl  pc*«mte  iato  the  iemala  htart# 
^ffai]f  CMMt  Mac  oor^Uide  |)Mtifiarf^ 
*tic»  fe  ddicaticlf  at  oite  of  our  o#if 
**fiBl.  It  wotfi  fightidn  nix  ii^  of 
^mmf  Gorci  could  I  difetfver  whcttkif 
*^iif  cbyd  lun  mgf  feciet  unhappinoft  i 
^ena  if  ic  flioukl  provtt  iiicb  it  I  eould 
*M>I  ftnotoi  I  could  at  lead/'  wiping 
At  Itar  thar  would  no  kniger  be  fii)p-». 
ftftdf  <*  gite  hcF  a  mother's^  I^gacjr 
*t(ifdvicc  ffid  coniblation*'' 

tady  Monteich  underftood  chfc  ap-* 
fcdi  and  prevented  farther  inquiry  by 
iou&cdiateiy  replying^  '*  You  think» 
**  perhaps,  that  my  deareft  Lucy  may 
*  have  entrufted  me  with  feme  fecreta 
^vhij^  die  has  not  revealed  to  you ;  but 
^1  do  aiTure  you,  if  her  innocent  heart 
*«vcr  xformcd  any  wifli  or  attachment 
^  with  whfch  you  are  unacquainted,  hef 
'deScacy  would  preyeAC    her    from 

t  6  "  gttrirtg; 


4 


laS  A  TALS  OF  THE  TIMES. 

"  giving  me  the  cooBdence  which  Ae 
*'  denied  to  her  juftif  Tcneraud  mother. 
*■  It  is  only  from  fuch  incidents  as  hire 
**juft  occurred,  that  I  hive  gsined  a 
<'  tranGtory  in  fight  refpcfting  what  paflb 
.  "  in  her  mind ;  and  perhaps  my  lale  ex> 
**  perience  may  have  made  me  an  acca 
"  nitt  obfcrver." 

*'  Do  you  mean  her  behintiur  on 
"  dropping  my  medicine  ?"  inquiroJ 
Mrs.  Evans :  *'  I  faw  nothing  in  ihat, 
*  except  that  Ihe  was  difpirited  and  af^ 
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wkAa  could  noCt  wichout  apprehenfive 
«einr»  be  con vinced,  that  love  had 
^pded  the   rofea  on    her  daughcer'a 

^  I  know  of  no  one^**  faid  ihe»  *<  to 
^  ivhom  I  copid  with  greater  confidence 

^entruflr  my  darling's  happtncfs;   jtt 

^  h  many  crofi  accidents  occur  to  blaft: 

"our  faircft  fchemcs,  that  I  own   I 

'*wilh  her  heart  had  proved  Icfs  fuP- 

**ceptiblc.    I  do,  however,  hope  that 

^  flie  is  not  a  volunteer  in  her  aflFefltons* 

^  You  can,  my  dear  lady  Monteith, 

**  pardon  my  folicitude  ;    but  can  you 

**  tell  me  whether  Henry  entertains  re- 

**  ciprocal  fcntiments  ?*^ 

Her  ladyfhip  appeared  embarraflfcd 

*^ir  diis  inquiry.     "  I  think,"  laid  (he, 

**  at  prefent— I   mean — I    can  hardly 

*•  explain  myfe If— Henry  is  too  much 

^attached  to  his  ftudies  and    rcrire- 

*'nicnt5  but  I    hope    his  chagrin— 

*<  I  mean 
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'*  I  mean  his  habits  of  feclofioti  witt* 
Mi'Wear  offt      His  fituacion  has   been 
«<  verjr  peculiar.     It  has  hardly .  gi vea 
<<  fair  play  to  his  affections.     I  truft  he- 
♦«  will  very  foon  be  made  independent  5. 
<<  I  know  he  pofTeiTcs  great  fenfibility,, 
<<  and  I  am  perfuadcd  chat  when  his- 
**  circumftances  arc  pcrfcftiy  eafy,  whea 
^*  he  feels  that  he  is  his  own  mafter,.  if 
**  opportunities  for  frequent  interviews 
*«  Ihouid  occur,  our  Lucy 'is  mild  excels 
^<  lencits  mufl:  (Irike  him  in  the  moft 
•*  forcible  manner,     I  know  her  gene- 
«'  ral  chara£kcr  has  attraded  his  warm. 
**  approbation/* 

Another  tear  dole  frOm  Mrs.  Evans'k 
eyes.  "  I  fee/*  faid  (he,  **  my  poor 
<*  girl  has  woven  a  net  which  will  far 
^  tally  enunglc  her  peace  of  mind  during. 
^  the  happicfl  hours  of  youth." 

*«  NTo,"  faid  lady  Monteitb»  witk 
energy  »  "  if  my  £riend(hip  can  break 

"  thi^ 
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^fhU  fiiul  webyOijr  Lucy  (ball  ncv^ 
*'  be  unhappy.  Nothing  in  my  power 
^^  fluii  be  omicccd  co  forward  the  uoioa 
^  of  (vo  bearts  thac  ieem  formed  in  the 
^  fiunc  moukL    But  if  Henry^  contrary 

^la   my  expcdatiooV  tttovid  never 

^'Ibew  chat  partiality  for   my  fweec 

^  friend  which  her  excellence  deferves^ 

^^even  Henry  b  not  worthy  of  her> 

'*  and  I  will  aflift  her  naturally  firong 

*^  fenie  and  refined  delicacy^  in  conquer* 

« ing  an  ill-placed  attachment.     I  will 

*'  keep  her  iecrct  with  religious  care : 

^  I  will  feize  the  firft  opportunity  to 

V  have  the  dear  girl  with  me  i  I  will 

^  endeavour  to  fathom  Henry *s  hearty 

**and»  without  oftentatious  eagcrnefs,, 

**  win  fet  her  merits  as  ftrongly  in  his 

^  view  as  propriety  and  decorum  will 

^  admit.    If  all  Ihoold  fail  of  the  de- 

^  Ined  cSe&t  Ae  never  fliatt  be  left  to 

^miiie  over  her  grieft  in  folitude.    I 

"wiU 
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«  will  aiTiufc  and  confole  her,  nor  fbdl 
"  (be  ever  feel  a  forrow  wUch  ic  b  iit 
«'  my  power  to  remove."" 

Mrs.  Evans  thanked  the  counteft  lor 
thefe  generous  intentions,  jet  figbed  at 
the  fear  of  ihcir  being  imprad:ic«ble. 
The  return  of  lier  daughter  ncceflarilf 
gave  a  check  to  the  convcrfation,  which 
now  lurr.ed  to  the  fubjeft  of  lady  Moi^ 
teitb'a  cxpcfted  vifitanis.  Her  lord 
had  poin:cd  out  to  her  the  fingularities 
of  l.dy  Madeline's  crarafler ;   but  his 
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"  turr.  It  exhibits  lovclinels  peribni* 
*'  fied:  but  it  ^as  drawn  previous  to 
^  her  leaving  England  i  the  charader  of 
^  the  girl  therefore  is  mod  predominant. 
^  I  (hould  name  it  unnught  nature/* 

^  And  what  traits/': inquired  Mrs, 
Zvaos,  *\  do  you '  fuppofe  have  been 
**  added  by  her  refidencc  in  the  wilds 

*  of  Scotland? 

^  Ohj  an  infinitude  !'*  replied  the  ani- 

msted  Geraldine^    anxious    to    divert 

Lucy's  dejedtion^  which  ihe   morning 

Oercife  had  not  quite  removed.     **  As 

*fLidy  Madelina  was  uncommonly  fe- 

^€^9  her  pupil  mull  be  the  eflfence 

^  of  complying  fweetnefs.     As  (he  was 

** illiberal,  proud,  and  refer vcd,— gentle 

**  candour,  yielding  humility,  and  frank 

^  gcncrofity,  muft  mark  the  mind  of  a 

^  young  woman  who  has  had  fo  many 

**  opportunities  of  obferving  the  oppo- 

"^fiic  odious  faults/' 

««Do 


i 


S34       A  ¥ALE  at  THk  tnni. 
. "  Do  young  women  alimft  obfette 
"  ftulrs,  and  fliun  thofe  they  dilcdVtr  f* 

demanded  Mrs.  Evans. 

((  No — onlf  a  gifted  few,  ind 
"  cipally  my  Lucy  and  myfclF.     1  tee^ 

**  my  dear  Mrs.  Evans,  Jou  are  goti 
**  as  ulnal,  to  cenfurc  my  propeni 
•'  for  determining  cliaraflers  from  a 
*'  outline,  and  condemning  or  adrnl 
<*  in  the  gfofs.  I  have  ofreii  Ub«i 
"  hard  to  convince  you,  that  tht(  fU 
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«'  adjvfted  .the  propriety  of  their  head- 
«  drefs?''^ 

^  Loqr,  with  •  fmile>  acknowledged  her 
friend's  fuperior  quickncfs ;  but  added, 
**  You  forget  one  lictle  circumftance. 
**  Ic  has  frequently  coft  you  the  trouble 
<*  of  a  walk  to  the  parlbnage  to  fay»  O 
^  Lucy  I  I  was  quite  wrong  in  my  opi« 
'■  nion  of  Mr.  or  Mrs*  Such'^a-^one.  I 
**  hope  you  have  not  mentioned  what  I 
^  tlioughtofthem/'  /^ 

«<  You  are  the  fevereft  fatirlft  that  I 

^  know,"  faid  her  ladyflsip  i  **  but  upoa 

^^  this  occafion  I  am  fure  I  (hall  never 

^  plead  guilty.    You  and  Arabella  (hall 

^  meet  i  and  if  you  once  pronounce  me 

**  right,  your  dear  mother  will  be  eafiiy 

*^  led  to  think   me  in  future  infallible. 

"  But/*    continued  flie,    glancing  her 

eye  upon   her  watch,    wch   a   painful 

confcioufnefs  that  the  mooicnt  of  fcpa- 

mion  was  near,  "  I  have  a  favour  to 
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"  aflc.    I  know  that  you  and  Mr.  Enni 
"  objcft  to  the  introducing  thi»  daw 
**  girl  to  fcencs  above  her  fortunci  I 
"  know  too  that  you  are  tenacious  of 
"  hrr  valuaUe  focicty }    yet  remember 
**  our  early  endearments,  and  fpare  her  ' 
'*  to  me  ai  foon  ai  the  engagcmenta  bn  -> 
"  which  I  am  now  thrown  will  prm^  ■ 
"  me  to  claim  her,"  Mn.  Eram,  wfch  > 
a  dejected  look,  anrwered  tbtt  Iwr  fit^> 
ther  {hould  decide. 
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^  n&cr  like  yours  muft  actradl  obler- 

**  vacioo,  illiberality,  and  envy.    Your 

^  dcfire  to  pkafe  will  be  called  vanity ; 

^  your  (prightltnelsy  levity  i    your  fine 

^  •ccoaiplifliaiencs>  an  invidious  affeft-* 

^  ation  of  fupenqricy.    Through  this 

^  dangerous  trial,  remeniber,  innocence 

?  ahme  will  not  fupport  you,  and  fen- 

^  Ability  will    betray  you.     Keep  in 

."  mifKi  my  oft-repeated  niaxim8>  that 

*'  no  human  charader  can  be   perfcft^ 

**  and  that  it  k  dangerous  to  our  peace 

"  CO  contemplate  with  too  fteady  an  eye 

'^  the  failings  of  thofe  with  whom  we  are 

*•  intimately  conncfted.** 

^  I  will  remember  all  you  fay  to  me, 
*'  and  all  I  have  faid  to  you/'  reiumed 
^  amiable  bride.  ^^  I  will  frankly 
^  ovp,  that  my  inexperienced  heart 
^  fluaers  at  the  idea  of  the  pleafures 
^  and  the  diftinfiions  which  await  me.  I 
^  Audi  have  many  trials,  perhaps  many 

"  cnc- 


p 
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**  eoemio  >  but  where  fhill  I  find 
**  to  vhom  I  may  fo  (»Mj  dUBoft  iV 
"  myheartf  as  I  do  to  mjr  dor  BlrtL' 
M  Evans,  and  to  myLxKyV 

*'  Make  your  hufband  your  frici 
•'  endeavour  to  gain  his  con^dencc, 
"  beware  of  forming  dangerous  intii 
•*  ctes,  unfandtioncd  by  experience, 
•*  which  may  tend  to  leflrn  yoiirattach- 
*'  mcnttohim.  Strive  to  exalt  the  prc- 
'  fcrcncc  your  charms  have  cxciiett 
'  into  firm  cfleem  ;    and  if  you  fliould 
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0{icping  the  papcFj  foMnd  a  purfc,  which 
file  remcmhered  her  friend  had  beea 
smxious  to  fioilh  with  the  moft  pcrfcft 

<*  I  Cannot  take  it/'  replied  the 
QWniers;  *^  I  know  thut  when  you 
^  Qctccd  it,  70U  &i4  you  meanc  it  for 
*  Henry  Powerfqourr/' 

**  He  wants  none  of  my  purfes;  you 
^  (hall  have  it,  for  you  will  vahic  k 
*•  moa." 

^  But  if  you  have  promifcd  it,  my 
^  love,"  obfcrved  Mrs.  Evans. 

H  No— he  never  knew  my  intention, 
"  and  never  (hzW 

^*  He  is  infinitely  more  careful  of  his 
''valuables  than  I  am,''  rcfumcd  the 
tountefs,  mingling  a  fmile  with  her  tears; 
^You  have  given  me  fo  nFvany  nice 
"  ttitngs  already,  and  I  am  fuch  a  ran* 
*  dona  creature— if  I  Ihould  lofc  it'*^— 

**  Though 


/ 
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ikctcbes  the  wildeft  ftorm  of  the  pitf- 
GooM,   where  the  fun  of  reafon  never 
bcMiSi  and  where  difcretioo  never  con-i 
fvpls  the  raging  denient9>  will  pals  over 
the.  ^nterefting   page   th^t  defcribes 
iOachmeftC  without  cgpricie,    dejection 
firuggltng  with  a  ienfe  of  propriety^  asd 
ficDplicicy  affcjfling  a  difguife  which  he 
cuuiot  fupport.     Such  readers  will  not 
joio  in  thc.rcflcftions  of  lady  Montcith, 
who,    reviewing,    during    her   folitary 
walk  home,  her  friend's  behaviour,  and 
nghdy  afcribing    her  unwillingnefs   to 
Kcompany  her  to  a  fear  of  being  led 
to  difcufs  a  fubjefl  ro  which  (he  was  un- 
equal, exclaimed,  "  Dear,  ardefs,  amia- 
"blcgirl!  Where  (hall  I  find  another 
«  Lucy  ?" 

Early  the  next  morning  the  Mon- 
tciths  fet  off  for  London,  At  parting 
^th  his  daughter,  fir  William  difco- 
'«rcd  the  deep  yet  firm  regret  of  difin- 

VOL,  I.  M  tercfted 


i 
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cruL  11  IS  tor  your 
"  not  complain,  I  mu 
'^  ment  to  your  letter 
**  your  pretty  prattle. 
^*  down,  child  -,  for  I 
"  if  you  arc  happy." 
raldine  could  only  anfw 

At  this  inftanc  Mr. 
been  from  home  the  ( 
ing,  interrupted  the  fat 
charadleriftic  adieus.  ^< 
<'  lady,  you  arc  going 
•*  hearts  happy  s  you  \ 
'*  aching  ones  behind  y< 
turning  to  lord  Monteit 
glowed  with  (entimenti 
meant  he  fliould  hjiv^ 
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■<  has  intruded  you^  my  lord,  with  a 

•*  rich  jewel.  Wear  it  at  your  heart."  * 

"  That  I  will/*  replied  the  young 

earl,  (haking  him  cordially  by  the  hand ; 

^  and  for  the  fliarc  you  had  in  giving 

*'  it  to  me,   remember,    when  I  am 

'■  prime  minifter,   you  (ball  be  arch'« 

••  bifliop  of  Canterbury/*    A  fuddcn" 

glow  of  pieafure  brightened  the  general 

dejection.     Sir  William,    enjoying  the 

tribute   to   his  daughter's  worth,  thiis 

haftiiy  extorted    from  her  lord,    more 

than  he  would  have  done  a  (ludied  com* 

pliment,  tenderly  preffed  his  fon-in-law^s 

hand,    and  led  his  drooping  daughter 

to  the  chariot.     The   carriages   drove 

off.     London,  and  its  round  of  plea- 

furcs,    foon  regained  poflciTion  of   his 

lordfliip's  mind,   unaccuftomed  to  the 

finer  emotions;    while  his  lady'^   eyes 

oft  turned    to   take    another  view  of 

pQwcrfcourt.     «*  Farewell,*'  faid  fhe  to 

M  2  hcrfclf. 
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Iierfelf,  ■'  yc  dear  Tcenet  of  nf  yood^ 
(^  fill  pkafures.  FareveU  co  Ac  home 
**  And  the  protc&ton  of  die  beft  of  fi- 
**  then  I  I  enter  upon  Rn  umriadt  ud, 
**  if  I  may  trull  to  the  npcfieooe  of 
"  others,  a  pciplexing  world.  Will  the 
"  hufbuidofmy  choice,  the  future  out 
' "  ter  of  my  dcfttny,  treat  me  with  fuch 
^'  uniform  tendernefs  aa  my  indulgeat 
"  parent  did  ?  Will  he  guide  iny  iodb- 
*'  perienced  ftepi,   like  my  dear  M|^ 
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CHAP.   XV. 

Come  thep,  the  colours  and  the  ground  prepare ! 
Dip  in  the  rainbow,  trick  her  off  in  air, 
Clwoft  ft  firm  ckmd  before  it  fall,  and  In  it 
Caleb,  ere  ihe  glance,  the  Cynthia  of  the  minute. 

Poyg. 

On  the  cloie  of  the  firil  day's  journey 

lady  Monteith  accidentally  inquired  how 

&r  they  were  from  Oxford.    ''  Admira- 

••  bly  recollected !"  cried  his  lord  (hip ; 

•*  I  have  always  intended  to  go  there, 

**  and  never  could  find  time.    We  will 

**  take  it  in  our  way  to  London.'* 

"  Don'c  you  rccolleft,'*  faid  the 
couQcels,  ^'  that  by  the  lad  accounts 
^  from  Scotland  our  friends  intend  to  be 
"  in  town  before  the  end  of  this  week  ?" 

^  0\    we  (hall  run  all  over  Oxford 
**  in  a  day  or  two.     Befidcj   fuppofc 

M  3  "  they 
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"  they  do  get  to  Purtland-plue  before 
"  us>  my  houfckccper  is  the  ctvUefti 
**  bcft-bred  cj-eature  you  ever-ikw,  infi> 
'*  niicly  fuperior  to  the  myrmidoiu  near 
"  Kinloch-caftle.  She  will  mike  ilieia 
•*  very  fine  courtefics,  and  they  wiM 
"  £lide  about  and  get  over  their  Bift 
"  wonder  before  we  reach  town." 

"  But  will  that  be  perieftly  relpeft-' 
**  tul  and  accommodating  i" 

My  dear  Geraldine>   if  yea  nke 
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The  ezcurfion  to  Oxford  being  now 
as  irrevocably  fixed  as  the  ancient  laws 
of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  lady  Mon- 
teith  privately  difpacched  her  own  fer- 
▼ant  to  town  with  the  bed  apology  her 
invention  could  frame  to  her  expeded 
guefts. 

On  entering  the  feat  of  the  Mufes^ 


**  Mother  of  arts 


**  And  eloquence,  native  to  famous  witt^ 

**  Or  hofpitable,  in  her  fweet  recefs, 

**  Citj  or  fuburbaO)  ftudiout  walks  and  (hades  i*"* 

the  countefs  felt  a  refined  plcafure,  un- 
interrupted by  any  painful  rccolledlions, 
till  her  lord,  as  he  Tiurricd  her  from  the 
Theatre  to'  the  Ratcliffc  Library,  fud- 
denly  exclaimed,  "  Have  you  not  fome 
•'  curioficy  of  your  own  to  exhibit  at 
*'  Oxford, — a  quondam  lover?  How 
*«  you  blufh,  you  little  tyrant  1  1  muft 
**  fee  him, — I  once  intended  to  cut  the 
•'  fellow's  throat;  but  I  am  quite  in 
^'  charity  with    him   now.     Where  is 

M  4  «  he  ? 
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^  conmodatiog  foit  of  people^  to  give 
*  op  a  charming  girl  co  a  ftraogcr,  aixl 
*''  afterwards  fall  Gck  about  her  himiclC 
<<  We  will  have  him ;  the  fight  of  you» 
^  and  a  bdttle  or  two  of  daretj  will  cure 
^  hb  low  fever/' 

^  You  are  aH  in  the  wrongs'*  replied 
Uf  Monteiih,  who  could  fcarcely  fum* 
moA  fufficienc  fpirits  to  parry  this  at* 
ttck  I  ^'  but  all  your  manoeuvres  (hall 
^  DOC  make  me  gratify  your  curioficy 
«  by  explaining  this  enigma.  I  will 
^  write  to  Henry,  and  afk  him  to  give 
^  ut  the  meeting ;  but  pray,  remember^ 
^<  that  he  really  is  unwell,  and  alfo 
f*  naturally  timid  and  referved*  Spare 
**  your  raillery  therefore  s  for,  though 
^  you  will  be  wide  of  the  marlc,  his 
**  fenfibifity  is  fo  acute,  that  it  may 
•*  -give  him  pain.** 

Lord  Monteith,  with  truth,  declared 
that  he  never  defigned  to  give  any  one 

M  5  uncafincfs. 
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unearmefs.  On  returning  to  the  iiin 
her  tadyfliip  difpatched  the  following 
letter : 

"  TOiHlNIlY  FoWEKSCOVRTj  Elq. 

"  It  is  impoffible  to  pafi  throti^ 
*'  Oxford  without  feeling  a  folidoide 
**  for  the  health  of  my  valuble  ftieadf 
"  and  if  it  be  fufficicntly  rcftored  to 
<*  bear  the  exertion,  your  company  dm 
*'  evening  would  afford  mc  peculiar 
"  pleafure.  Lord  MonteitbjoiIUlui- 
*<  oufly  in  this  wifti.  His  impitienoe 
*'  to  be  introduced  to  one,  oa  wbofe 
**  merits  he  has  often  heard  my  fttfaer  - 
*'  expatiate,  would  have  carried  him  M 
<(  your  apartments ;  but  I  doubted  hov 
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*^  the  only  addicion  now  wanting  to  the 
^  felicity  of 

**  Your  cvcr-faithful 

<c  and  grateful  friend^ 

"   GSRALDINE  MoNTEITH/* 

The  lervant  who  carried  this  cpiftle 
letumcd  with  the  intelligence  that  the 
gendeman  had  been  very  ill>  and  was 
gone  for  change  of  air  to  fome  friend's 
houfe  a  few  miles  in  the  country;  but 
that  his  fervant  happened  to  come  to  his 
lodgings  to  inquire  for  meflages  juft 
IS  he  was  there ;  and  that  he  had  given 
htm  the  letter  to  carry  to  his  mafter. 
"  How  far  was  his  friend's  houfe  from 
•'  Oxford  ?"  The  fervant  could  not  telL 
•*  Did  he  know  the  name  of  the  gentle- 
"  man  at  whbfe  houfe  be  was  ?"  No. 
•*  Nor  the  name  of  the  place  ?"  Still 
a  negative. — *'  Blockhead!"— but  I  fhall 
emit  the  epithets  by  which  my  lord  ex* 

M  6  -preffcd 
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prelfed  his  fcnfe  of  difappointfliMts  for 
though  they  conveyed  to  his  terrified 
lady  the  idea  of  his  being  in  a  cower* 
ing  paffion,  habit  made  them  pafs  trip- 
pii^giy  from  his  tongue  without  mj 
confcioufners  of  having  uttered  thenu . 
While  lady  Monteith  therefore»  pale 
and  trembling,  reflefled  upon  the  uni- 
form fuavicy  of  her  father's  manners,  U 
turn  or  two  acrofs  the  room  fee  the  eafi 
to  rights  again,  who,  advancing  to  her 
with  a  fmile  which  perfedlly  became 
him,  begged  the  favour  of  her,  u 
he  had  loft  the  diverfion  of  quizzing 
a  chum,  to  amufe  him  with  a  gauae  at 
piquet* 

No  other  incident  wonh  recording 
occurred  during  the  remainder  of  their 
journey  to  London.  On  their  arrival  at 
their  town  rcfidence,  a  number  of  Ser- 
vants ranged  themfelves  on  each  fide 
the  entrance  to  welcome  their  approach. 

Though 
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Tktugb  Moaveith   had  noe  beftowed 

teth  trouble    in    facrificing   to   the 

Grttes,  he  pol&fled  all  the  natural  ele- 

guce  of  a  Behridere  Apollo.     He  pre- 

fattd  their  new  miftrefa  with  a  look  of 

benevolent  freedomy  which  his  features 

leie  particularly  calculated  to  expreis ; 

ttd  he  told  them,  that  (he  was  come  to 

i&ike  them  all  as  happy  and  as  good 

n  herfclf.     The  countefs's  heart  felt 

Igreeably  elated.     She  caft  a  benignant 

glance  around,  and  advancing  to  the 

houfckeepcr^  who  ftood  at  the  head  of 

tb^  female  party>  after  an  aflurance  of 

^neral  good-will  to  all,  fhe  prcfled  her 

hand  with  that  graceful  affability  which 

Was  concomitant  to  all  her  aftions ;  when 

the  words  *^  Lady  Madclina"  inftandy 

changed  the  fcene. 

Her  lady(hip  was  indeed   advancing 
m  propria  fer/cna^  bridling  with   ftiflf 

dignity,  rendered  yet  more  ftubborn  by 

afmo* 


/ 
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a  ffnothcFed  fenfe  of  iffiuot.  She  COB- 
gratulated  her  nephew  in  termi  folemnfy 
fcntentious,  and  then  bent  ber  kneci 
to  the  bride  with  the  overftrained  Icnr- 
Jinefs  of  proud  humility.  MoniddC 
though  he  knew  his  aunt's  chuiftcTi 
felt  thunderftruck  i  and  the  duuditf 
which  her  ladyfhip's  drcfs,  figure,  mi 
manner  excited^  annihilated  all  the 
polifhcd  cltgance  of  Geraldioe.  The 
parties,  therefore,  ftood  like  whit  tbs 
fportfmen    call    hounds   at    fault,    dU ' 


A  TAXE  or  THE   TIMES.  255 

and  after  three  incrodudory  hems,  Ge* 
raldine  vencurcd  to  try  the  found  of 
her  own  voice  by  exprefling  her  regret 
^lat  they  were  not  in  town  at  the  time 
of  lady  Madelina's  arrival ;  the  only 
aafwer  to  which  apology  was  a  majeftic 
bend.  Again  the  young  countefs  made 
an  effort  at  converfadon^  by  hoping 
diat  her  ladyfliip'*s  health  had  not  fuf- 
fered  from  the  ^tigue  of  her  long  jour-* 
ney ;  another  bend,  and  a  negative,  was 
die  anfwer.  *^  Silence  again  reigned 
unrivalled  queen,"  till  her  empire  was 
terminated  by  the  entrance  of  her  fworn 
-enemy  lady  Arabella,  who,  having 
given  the  finiffaing  arrangement  to  her 
drefs,  fwam  into  the  room  to  eclipfe 
her  new  lifter  in  thofe  qualides  of  wit 
and  beauty  for  which  (he  had  heard 
Ihe  was  diftinguifhed ;  and  certainly, 
if  feature  alone  could  denominate  the 

latter,  and  solubility  the  former,  the 

fair 
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pretend  to  any  competition  with  her 
own  profufion  of  ornament  ^  and  both 
rhe  beauty  and  the  vivacity  of  Gtral- 
dinc  fuffcred  from  the  chagrin  which 
the  manners  of  her  vifitors  infpired. 
Confcious  fuperiority  always  fpeaks  ifl 
hyperbole.  Arabella  had  been  in- 
mcnfely  tired  with  her  journey,  wai 
rapturoudy  delighted  with  her  new  re- 
lation, and  in5nitely  folicitoiu  that  they 
might  foon  become  the  ftrideft  of 
friends. 
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pcrfeCUj  ckgant  and  fuitable  for  a  young 

ladj  of  the  firft  &(hion. 

I  have  already  roendoned  the  mourn- 
fid  incidencs  which  in  her  fevcnteench 
year  hanilhed  the  lovely  Arabella  from 
Londont  and  confined  her  within  the 
fecluded  ws)lb  of  Ktnloch.  The  fame 
efenc  put  a  ftop  to  her  improvements 
and  her  pleafures.  The  confined  edu- 
cation of  her  prefent  proteftrefs,  lady 
Madelina,  had  not  even  paced  the  nar- 
row circle  of  female  accomplifiiments  i 
and  her  obfcrvations  had  been  wholly 
limited  to  the  neighbourhood  where  her 
local  pre-eminence  allowed  her  to  reign 
uadtfputed  fovereign.  No  wonder,  there- 
fore, that  fhe  conceived  her  niece  to 
be  a  miracle  of  erudition^  becaufe  fhe 
could  fpeak  French  with  tolerable  volu- 
bility (  or  that  her  jejune  performances 
in  mufic  and  painting  fhould  meet  with 
uobouoded  celebrity  among  the  vifitants 
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at  the  caflle,  where  few  ubdeiftooda 
and  none  dared  to  ccnfure. '  Bpt,  cx> 
clufive  of  the  pleafure  which  even  grofi 
adulation  bcftowcd,  the  diree  Jem 
which  Ihc  fpcnc  in  Scotland  (brnied  one' 
continued  period  of  mordficuioD  ud 
regret. 

Lady  Madclina's  recollcAton  of  thole ' 
early  diSiculcies  which  had  at  laft  in- 
fluenced her  to  reward  fir  Simon's  long' 
and  generous  attachment, 
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^hat  (he  fancied  the  fummit  of  all  hu* 
man  ciccllence.  To  banifh  her  chagrin, 
and  to  weaken  reciprocal  attachment, 
Ihe  created  her  with  unbounded  indul* 
gence ;  but  as  indulgence  always  defeats 
its  aim,  it  neither  made  the  young  lady 
grateful  nor  happy.  On  the  contrary, 
ihe  g^ew  every  day  more  capricious, 
vain,  and  wretched.  She  could  not  love 
or  relpect  a  perfon  who  neither  checked 
her  faults  nor  ftrengthened  her  virtues. 
She  foon  learned  the  art  of  turning  her 
aunt's  weaknefs  to  her  own  advantage, 
and  confidered  the  favours  (he  received 
as  a  tribute  rather  than  an  obligation. 
Without  one  fenfible  friend  to  enlighten 
her  judgment,  without  one  correft  model 
by  which  to  form  her  charadter,  (he 
miftook  affe£lation  for  elegance,  and 
faftidiouiheis  for  delicacy. 

Nor  did  her  diflike  of  retirement  pro- 
ved from  a  rdi(h  for  polifhed  fociety 

and 


/ 
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made  her  alfo  refolve  to  aflume  die 
amiable  charafler  of  a  mediitrix  iftaj 
contentions  Ihould  in  future  srtfe.  Hap- 
py in  the  hope  that  (he  fliould  ever  pre- 
Icrve  her  avowed  pre-eminence  in  her 
lt)rd's  affcflions,  her  forrowj  iecmed  w 
dilTipatc  like  a  morning  niil>,  and  (he 
anfwcrcd  with  a  fmilc,  that  (he  had  been 
wicked  enough  to  be  entertained  vUh 
ihc  eccentricities  of  the  Grangers,  which 
doubtleii  proceeded  from  too  rccliifc  i 
mode  of  life,  and  would  certainly  be  , 
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"  yet  oluft  I  ever  •  remember  that  fuch 
'*  things  were/  and '  that  they  were  moft 
"  precious,*  The  young  carl  gazed  at 
her  with  the  tendered  regard,  vowed 
eternal  afifcftion,  and  for  a  moment 
wondered  how  he  came  to  find  out  fuch 
an  angel. 

But  while  the  amiable  GeraUiine  thus 
purfutd  her  early  defign  of  fccuring, 
meliorating,  and  corrcdling  the  heart  of 
her  lojd,  his  noble  relations  were  em- 
ployed in  adding  a  little  advcniitioiis 
fuel  to  their  own  native  fire.  Th- 
ftranger  was  arraigned  (but  not  at  the 
bar  of  juftice  or  candour),  and  found 
guilty  of  the  following  offences,  which, 
as  they  were  fupportcd  by  pofitive  evi- 
dence, could  not  afterwards  be  difpro- 
ved  :  Firil,  (he  muft  be  nobody,  not- 
withftanding  Mrs,  Archibald  Frazcr,  of 
Annalc,  had  affirmed  that  the  Powerf- 
courts  were  a  good,  family  ;  for  lady  Ma- 
dclina  had  dctefted  her  in  the  very  afl 
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of  Diaking  hands  with  a  fcrvant  i  befidci 
lady  Monteitti's  terrified  manner  at  firft 
feeing  her,  proved  that  fhe  had  never 
been  in  company  with  a  lady  of  quality 
before.  Secondly,  Ihe  was  no  bnuiy; 
for  Ihe  was  noc  above  the  middle  fiae, 
and  her  complexion  no  betw  than  a 
brunccto  her  features  too  had  nothing 
of  the  Rubens*  caft,  and  were  -eotally 
dilTimiUr  to  all  the  Brft-rate  toaf^s  in 
the  picture-gallery  at  Kinlocb.  Thirdly, 
Ihe  was  no  wit  i  for  flie  never  tried  at  a 
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CHAP.  XVI. 


Qocd  Itumour  only  tetchei  channi  to  U(l, 
SlUl  laakm  ntw  conqueft«i  and  maintains  the  p.i(l  ^ 
Love  niM  on  beauty  will  like  that  decayy 
Our  iMtrtt  may  bear  iti  Osndcr  chain  a  day  i. 
At  flowery  btnili  in  wantonnefi  are  woin, 
A  morning*!  pltafure,  and  at  evening  torn  ; 
This  binds  in  ties  more  eafy,  yet  more  (Irong, 
Th«  willing  heart,  and  only  holds  it  lung, 

PorE# 

The  ceremony  of  congratulatory  cards 
now  commenced,  Ic  was  followed  by 
vifits  from  thofc  ladies  who  wifhed  to 
form  a  clofcr  intimacy,  and  by  the  intro. 
du£tion  of  the  bride  and  lady  Arabella 
at  court.  The  death  of  fir  Simon, 
chough  now  nearly  banlflied  by  fubfc- 
quenc  events  from  the  memory  of  nis 
amiable  relic,  was  dill  too  rtccni  to  al- 
low of  her  joining  in  thefc  ceremonies, 

N  3  She 
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She  coiiW,  there  fort,  only  licar  from 
!.idy  Ar..brll',  v.h.it  ftie  wciild  rather 
bave  fern,  tl.jt  tlic  britlc  was  jomplctelf" 
tuitt'nnc  I'lnn  every  occ.i(V>n.  The  fair 
r.arrator'i.  l-Hiiiable  dcfign  of  making 
hir  nunc  hppy  tempted  her  to  fome  , 
f;i-.:iii  txciggcrations.  The  Grecian  mo- 
del of  braiity,  whid)  the  foim  and  face 
of  Gtraldir.e  rcfembled,  was  more  con- 
funant  to.  the  public  tafte  than  the  round 
vifage,  uniform  regularity  of  features. 
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and  eloquent  blood"  which  fpoke  in 
Geraldinc's  face,  and  might  almoft 
judify  the  opinion  of  the  poer^  <<  that 
her  body  thought  ?'* 

If  from  their  perfona  the  obfcrvcr  re- 
verted to  the  drefs  and  manners  of  the 
fifl-er    beauties,   the   palm   indifputably 
bJonged  to  the  coumefs*     In  her  fe* 
]cdion  of  ornament  the  corrcflncfs  of 
her  tafte   led    her  to   rcjcsft  what  was 
exuberant  and  fupcrfluot  s;  and  by  (lu- 
dying  fuitablencfs  rather  than  fplendor,^ 
(heevcr  appeared  with  the  graceful  pro- 
priety of  a  woman  of  falhion  :    while 
lady  Arabella  was  loft  in  the  maze  of 
tafllels  and  flounces.     The  terms  upon 
which    fir  William   Powerfcourt   lived 
with  his  neighbours  were  not  calculated 
to  itifpire  his  daughter's  mind  with  any 
ideas    of    inherent   fupcriority,   farther 
than  what  her  own  merit  juftified.     His 
Cimiiy  pride  was  not  of  a  hoftile   cha- 

N  4  raflcr. 
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rader.  It  rather  taught  him  Co  refpeft 
himfeir,  than  to  dcfpife  others.  Ed» 
cated  in  the  I'pirit  of  benevolence  lod 
nniverfal  good-will,  if  any  indications  of 
latent  vanity  fometinies  appeared  to 
check  the  nobler  growth  ofGcraldiiui'l 
foul,  Mrs.  Evans  was  ever  at  hand  to 
eradicate  the  pernicious  weed.  The  in- 
terna] principle  thus  fecured,  her  lutive 
good  fenfe  and  obfervacion  uught  her 
to  copy  the  exterior  of  politenefs  fron 


A  TALE  OF  THE  TIMES.  273 

allowed  nothing  to  the  claims  of  a  longer 
pedigree.  Confefiedly  inferior  to  moft 
ycung  ladies  of  her  own  (lation  in  ac- 
quired graces,  the  mere  attradion  of 
beauty,  though  foon  felr,  was  as  foon 
forgotten.  The  flippant  obfcrvation  and 
fevcre  farcafm,  which  at  Kinloch-caftle 
pafled  for  eloquence  and  wit^  could  not. 
endure  the  tcft  of  more  competent 
judges,  who  cannot  relifh  a  fneer  linlefs 
recommended  by  fomc  other  quality 
than  mere  malignity.  When  to  thefe 
conGderatlons  is  added  the  refle£lion» 
that  the  world  is  generally  more  inclined 
to  approve  thofe  who  folicit  their  favour 
than  chofe  who  command  their  attention, 
it  will  not  be  wondered  at,  thai  general 
opinion  loudly  proclaimed  lady  Mon- 
tcith  a  very  charming  woman ;  and  that 
if  ever  the  filcnce  of  polite  rcferve  was 
interrupted  by  repeated  inquiries  of 
"  What  do  you  think  of  lady  Arabella 

N  5  *^  Mac. 
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**  Macdonrid  i"  the  moft  candid  anfwcr 
gcnerall7  received  wasj  "  Nothing  very 
*•  ftriking." 

The  Phibropher  who  attempts  CO  de- 
fcribe  the  feCKt  powers  of  natUFC  wiD 
not  expcf):  to  trace  the  footdeps  of  the 
fovcrcign  queen  "  in  crowded  citiei^ 
or  '*  the  bufy  haunts  of  men,'*  but  in 
the  lequeftered  glen  or  uncultiTaml'- 
mountain.  The  Moralift  who,  bf  t 
dcfcription   of  the    human    chandm- 
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however  the  reader  may  be  dazzled  by 
the  glare  of  finery,  the  mind  commonly 
complains  of  meagre  entertainment.     A 
ftw  general  obfervations  will  fufEce  to 
dcfcribe  the  firft  month  of  lady  Mon- 
teith^s  acquaintance  with  fafhionable  life* 
She  trod  the  giddy  maze  of  difUpation 
with  firm  but  graceful  ftep.     The  voice 
of  ftittery,  though  foothing  to  her  ear, 
excited  no  dangerous  emotion.      Her 
charafler  retained  its  primitive  virtues, 
her  heart  remained  faithful  to  the  im^ 
preflTion  which  was  now  confccratcd  by 
indelible  ties,  and  her  judgment  con- 
tinued to  prefer  the  mild  luftrc  of  con- 
nubial  happinefs    to    all  the   glare  of 
bihion,  and  all  the  fafcination  of  pica- 
fiire. 

The  earl  of  Monteith  ftill  contirtucd 
to  think  his  Geraldine  the  moft  pc-rfcft 
of  all  human  beings,  and  himfclf  the 
moft  fortunate  man  in  the  world.     It 

N  6  was 
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was  impoflible  for  him  to  think  odier^ 
wife  i  for  all  his  young  friends  dcclucd 
him  a,happy  fellow,  and  hii  couitif  ac- 
quaintance pronounced  his  Udy  to  be 
the  moft  divine  creature  ever  feen.  It 
was  aftoDilhiog,  they  faid*  how  flie 
could  acquire  fuch  an  ur  of  b^h  loa 
in  her  fecludcd  fituarion  ;  and  (tiU  more 
wonderful,  that  the  refpletidcnt  ftme  of 
the  fair  rcclufe  had  not  pemded  the 
rural  Ihades  by  which  Oie  wu  f 
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left  Ae  jof  t  of  the  domeftic  paradifej  if 

^arits  maKgn  over-kiq>  the  facrcd  indo-* 

ftre.      The  hours  intended  to  be  de« 

voted  to  the  endearing  charities  of  pri- 

vace  life  were  moft  commonly  ufurped 

bf  high  difpute  and  four  contradiAtonj 

10  which  the  foftening  obfervations  of 

the  countefi  could  not  always  give  the 

^  of  fportive  raillery.  Lady  Arabella's , 

pofitive  refu&l  to  attend  a  public  break- 

fiift  given  by  one  of  her  brother's  greateft 

indmates,  and  to  which  he  had  thought- 

le&ly  engaged  his  female  inmates  wich« 

out  previoufly  confulcing  lady  Madelina, 

difcpncerted  the  earl  fo  much,  that  he 

determined  even  to  give  up  the  plea- 

fores  of  London,  and  to  betake  hinfelf  to 

the  wild  (hores  of  Loch  Lomond,  rather 

than  continue  where  he  could  not  be 

mafter  of  his  own  aftions.    To  his  loud 

oomphunts  againft  feminine  perverfenefs, 

Ik  hdy  vainly  attempted  to  oppofe  her 

obfcr- 
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obfervation,  that  though  bdjr  J 

refufal  to  go  hadraihtru  ifir  of'fiii 

tinacity,  it  merely  Kflride<f  iher  mNi 
Condufta  and  could  by  no   nKiM  he 

conftrucd  into  an  atiempt  to  control  lib 
pcrfcift  liberty.  The  truth  was,  lord 
Monteith  was  as  defirous  of  governing 
as  Iiis  fifter  was  unwilling  to  obey  j  and 
his  querulous  hatred  of  rcftrjftion  led 
him  Vi  fcrutinize  every  vnord,  loolt, 
and     aflion,    which    fecmed     to     mi- 
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4i6  ftir  fiifloe  of*  the  titkd  Macdonalds 
ooir  comniiated  to  his  charge,  he  re- 
Mted .  to -convince  the  world  that  peers 
of^lht  realm  may  be^as  unpolit&as  com« 
snofiers ;  and  though  lady  Madclina  and 
her  niece  talked  of  removing  to  a  villa 
near  Richmond  tn  about  a  month,  he 
determined  not .  to  endure  the  tempo  * 
rary  thraldom,  but.  inunediately  t^ 
emancipate  himfelf  from  their  fetters, 
hy  fctting  out  for  Montcich  \  and,  with 
the  inconMcncy  which  frequently  mark- 
ed his  chara&er,  he  appointed  the  very 
morning  fixed  for  his  friend's,  public 
breakfall  for  his.  own  departure. 

Lady  Monteith's  heart,  as  I  have  al- 
ready hinted,  was  not  wedded  to  the 
amufements  of  London.  Her  natural 
tafte  and  early  habits  did  not  teach  her 
to  ftart  affrighted  at  the  name  of  folii- 
cude,:  nor  did  the  recolledlion  of  mild 

colloquial  pleafurcs  induce  her  to  regret 

the 
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the  ibciety  (he  wai  going  to  iMtVt  ,0d 
the  conerary,  had  the  maaner  bsoi  hm 
ter  fliited  to  the  projedi  the  prapoU 
of  viGting  her  lord's  hcredituy  pDOeft 
fions  would  have  met  her  entire  apfM* 
bation.  Shewould  have  rcjbicediB thfi 
profpeft  of  renewing  thofe  ties  of  gratl- 
ludc  and  generofity,  which  had  beM' 
long  diffolvcd ;  and  the  hope  of  reani- 
mating a  forlorn  dcfcrt  region  would 
have  afforded  equal  gratification  to  her 
native  benevolence  and  inherent  love  of 


Jl  TALI  or  THE  TIMES^         28 1 

pefiod  ikoM  cfer  arrive  when  (he 
AoM  lofe  her  prefeot  influence  over 
fan  dKAipnSj  what  was  Ihe  to  expedl: 
Irom  paflions  fb  irritaUe,  fo  impacicnc 
df  oootroU  and  from  a  difpoQtion  fo 
littk  influenced  by  the  reftrainrs  of  de« 
coruiDt  or  the  Ofnntdn  of  the  world ! 

Mra.  Evans's  remembered  admoni* 
rioQ  diverted  her  mind  from  purfuing 
diia  melancholy  theme;,  but,  as  (he 
traced  the  chain  of  her  parting  precepts, 
Ihe  felt  that  there  was  one  obfervacion 
with  which  (he  never  could  coincide* 
Should  the  event  which  her  fears  antijci* 
pated  ever  take  place>  (he  knew  it  would 
be  a  misfortune  which  time  could  never 
overcomCi  a  forrow  which  patience  ne- 
ver could  (often. 

While  the  fweetly  tempered  mind  of 

the  young  'countefs  framed  extenuating 

apologies,   and    concerted    a    thoufand 

litde  aAa  of  attentive  kindnefs,  to  mi- 
tigate 
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tigate  the  painful  eSeds  of  her  lord'i 
fclf-wilted  negligence  upon  the  minds  of 
his  friends,  (he  was  agr.ee2bly  furprized 
to  find  a0airs  in  the  beft  train  poQiU^ 
and  a  greater  degree  of  coidiality  aii4' 
good' humour  arifcn  from  what  Ihe  litt 
j.cfted  mud  have  proved  the  deadi-blo* 
to  family  amity.  No  fooncr  had  xbtt 
carl  announced  his  intention  of  fectinf. 
out  for  Scotland,  and  trying  to  make  bil- 
'old  caftic  fomething habitable,. than  die. 
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halls  rcfouncling  with  the  cheerful  noces 
of  ihe  bagpipci  and  numerous  fcrvancs 
in  gaudy  liveries  conducting  the  ado- 
niflicd  guefls  through  the  long  galleries 
to  a  magnificent  entertainment.  Fired 
at  the  idea,  her  counrenance  lud  its 
ufual  afperity,  and  with  an  air  of  melc^ 
ing  kindnefs  flie  applauded  the  wifdom 
of  her  nephew's  projeft.  "  By  all 
**  means/'  faid  (he, «'  endeavour  to  re* 
•*■  ftorc  the  caltle  and  its  vicinity  exaAly 
**-to  the  fjme  ftarc  in  which  it  was  ac 
*•  the  time  of  your  great-grandfather. 
•*  Never  be  fcen  beyond  its  wails  wich- 
*♦  out  a  train  of  archers  and  broadr 
••  fword-men.  Your  ancedors  would 
**  not  even  appear  at  Stirling  Nyichouc 
•*  fifty  attendants,  moft  of  whom  were 
«*  Macdonalds  in  the  right  line.  It 
"  (truck  an  awe  inro  the  ncigiibour- 
•^  hoodi  for  not  one  of  thcfe  gentlemen 

**  ever 
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*'  ever  condcfccnded  to  engage  in 
"  mercantile  purfuics,  but  dined  evi 
**  day  at  the  laird  of  Monteilh's  tabic. 
•*  The  country  was  not  then  ovcr-rud 
"  with  upftart  traders,  who,  by  intro- 
"  ducing  manufaftorics,  as  they  cill 
**  ihcnij  corrupt  all  the  cominon  peoplci 
"  and  render  them  infoient  to  their  fu- 
•'  pcriors.  I  remember,  even  when  I 
*'  was  a  child,  that  if  a  coach  with  the 
"  Macdonald  arms  quartered  upon  itdid 
s  through 
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have  CKtended  to  the  length  of  the  ex* 
poftuladoa  of  the  ghofts  in  Gray's 
^^'  Long  Story,"  had  not  Arabella  taken 
advantage  of  a  cough  to  rejoice  chat  her 
dear  fifter  was  going  to  recruit  a  little 
b  the  wholefonK  air  of  the  Highlands 
after  the  fatigues  of  diffipated  London. 
The  pleafure  which  glowed  in  her  coun« 
cenance  did  notj  however,  in  truth,  re- 
iult  from  her  hope  chat  the  faded  cheek 
of  Geraldine  might  foon  refume  its 
priftioe  rofes.  In  fpite  of  the  contempt 
which  fhe  afFedled,  the  abfence  of  a 
rival  who  abridged  her  conquefts  and 
humbled  her  vanity  was  the  real  fource 
of  Arabella's  joy. 

Lord  Montcith  was  fo  delighted  to 

-find  his  plans  thus  cordially  approved, 

^that  his  refentment  immediately  foftened, 

and  he  politely  offered  his  aunt  the  ufe 

•of  hb  houfe  in  London  till  Ihe  could  fix 

herfdf 
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herfelf  ia  an  agreeatile  VfideocvZ  -Btr 
ladyfliip  repaid  the  faTOor,  by'proiidfi^ 
CO   rcftore  all  rite  valuable  embdlUi- 

ments  which  Ihc  had  rurrepiirioully  con- 
vcycd   to    Kinloch  cadlr,    as   fooD  i 
Monttith  was  reinftated   in   its  prifli 
fplendor. 
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CHAP.     XVII. 

I  rue  the  richet  of  my  former  fate  1 
Sweet  comfort*!  blifted  clatters  I  lament : 
I  tremble  at  the  bleflingt  once  To  dear. 

YOUMC. 

■ 

The  day  preceding  that  fixed  for  her 
departure  from  London^  lady  Montcith 
was  painfully  furprizcd  by  the  prcfcncc 
of  an  unexpected  vifitor.     This  was  no 
other    than    Henry  Powerfcourt,   who 
having  at  lad  determined  to  vifit  Italy, 
impofcd  upon  himfclf  the  fcvere  tafk  of 
bidding   farewell  to  that  treafure,  the 
lofs  of  which  had  rendered  his   native 
country  a  defcrt  fcene,  barren  of  every 
joy  and  every  hope.      Having  thus  di- 
vulged a  fecret,  at  which  before  I  only 
hintedj   it  ftill  remains  neceflary  to  dc- 
velope  the  motives  that  induced  this  ex- 
traordinary lover  to  refufe  the  bleflTing 

which 
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which  the  amiable  fingulaiities  < 
William  Powerfcourt  had  placed  ^ 
his  reach. 

From  his  earlieft  youths  his  fufc 

ble  mind  had  fek  the  full  power  € 

coufin's  charms;  but  while  his  adi 

lion  rendered  her  raillery  more  c: 

litcly  painful,  it  prompted  the  ai 

yet  unacknowledged   wifh    to   aa 

every  laudable  quality  which  could 

commend  hinj  to  the  favour  of  the  1 

lieft    of  her    fcx.     His   inexperici 

heart  knew  not  the  nature  of  that  pa 

to  which  it  was  a  vitftim  ;  if  it  had, 

native  re£litude  of  his  mind  would  I 

darted  with  inbred  horror  at  a  di 

very  that  fcemed  to  ftamp  every 

generous,   mean,    and    ungrateful 

upon  the  unprincipled  villain,  who  di 

to  lift   his  felfilh   eyes  to  the  ang 

daughter  of  his  honoured   benefa^ 

So  far,  therefore,  from  taking  any 

6  di 


Aeam  to  obtain  the  objcft  of  his 
ihak  wiihrs  were  unperceived 
bf  himiel^  tnd  be  fiuicied  chat  he 
dKfiflied  no  other  fenriments  than  fuch 
lii«Ndd  be  jnOified  by  the  ties  of  friend* 
•ii^  and  itfoky.  The  generaUdmira,. 
#H  vluch  Geraldiae  actrafted  fcemed 
V»  toafim  this  idea  i  and  though  the 
iaqiMetode  which  he  eTer  felt  at  hearing 
^licr  baTUig  made  any  particubr  con- 
4pc(t  night  have  removed  the  dclufion^ 
:i€  ftitl  foothed  himfclf  with  the  pcrfua- 
^foD  that  his  anxiety  arofe  only  from  a 
iriei^ly  foUcitnde  for  lier  welfare^  and 
be  fofbore  to  probe  the  wound  till  it 
bccanac  too  deep  to  admit  of  cure. 

The  terms  of  the  letter  in  which  fir 
'William  had  fummoned  him  to  Powcrf- 
omrt  excited  a  wild  tumult  of  hopes 
and  fearsy  and  firft  convinced  him  that 
4ie  intereft  he  took  in  his  fair  couGn's 
"iappineis  was  not  fo  entirely  abftraded 
'^    TOJt.  I.  o  from 
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from  felBlh  confiderations  as  be  M 
fuppofed.  A&ithfulold  domeftiCfWho 
was  the  bearer  of  this  epiftlc,  coukf  not 
forbear  telling  the  enraptured  jroud^ 
chat  the  general  report  of  the  turHf 
pointed  him  out  as  the  heir  and  foiMfr 
law  of  their  refpeAed  mailer.  A  tiMh 
had  expreOions  of  fir  WtUiam'a  wen  ■ 
now  rccolte^cd  in  an  inftant,  and  He^- 
ry's  ardent  mind  explained  their  cqi^| 
vocal  nature  as  decidedly  ligniBcanC  ^| 
the  generous  plan  which  had  been  loo^ 


A  TALE  OF  TH£  TIMES.  %gi 

lienfion  that  her  fcntiments  were  not  in 
ooifon  with  her  father's.     He  thought 
dm  a  reflecting  mind  mud  feel  a  tem- 
porary depreflion  during  the  period  of  a 
deciGon  fo  momentous  to  its  future  wel- 
fare.    Yet' while  he  regretted  the  ab* 
Icoce  of  that  charming  vivacity  which 
be   alike  dreaded  and   admired^    and. 
anxioufly  wiflied  that  fir  William's  ex- 
pe&ed  declaration    would  releafe  him 
from   that   filence  which   his  delicacy 
prefcribedy  and  leave  him  at  liberty  to 
re-aflfure  his  miftrefs's  virgin  heart  by 
protedations  of  fervent  gratitude  and 
inalterable  love,  he  thought  even  Gc- 
raldine  herfelf  never  appeared  fo  lovely 
with  all  her  enchanting  graces  fporting 
around  her,  as  fhe  did  in  her  prefcnt 
intcreft.ing  melancholy. 

This  golden  dream  foon  terminated. 
On  the  fourth  morning  after  his  arrival 
^  Powcrfcourt,  Henry  furprifcd   Ge- 

o  2  raldine 
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raldine  in  an  agony  of  grief  coo  1 
to  be  refcrrtd  co  any  other  onift  xhaa 
extreme  and  hopeleft  forrow.  The  ib- 
licictide  of  generous  love  wai  inftaridf 
awakened,  and  he  entreated  her  coofr 
dence  in  terms  ftrongly  indicative  of 
aficAionate  fympathy.  **  If,"  faid  ikc 
lovely  mourner,  fixing  her  radiant  cya 
upon  )iim  with  a  firm  but  de^iiiog 
look  ;  *'  if  you  arc  indeed  the  noble  dit 
"  intcrclti  d  lirnry  I  have  ever  fuppoled 
1  may  yet  be  hat-py;    if  1 
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^dn&n&Wt  to  my  father's  pcacf^  and 
^  !•. which  nothipg  but  defpair  (halt 
•*  ever  drive  mc," 

As  all  language  would  be  inadequate 
tp  dcferibe  the  feelings  of  Mr.  PowerC- 
coiuta  I  (hall  only  fay»  that  he  filently 
ibopped  the  fair  hand  which  he  had  ar* 
dently  grafped  at  bis  encrancey  and^^ 
after  a  minute's  paofe,  ftammered  out 
ft  few  words  expreffivc  of  his  refolutioa 
to  comply  with  her  requeft.  He  then 
hiftened  to  the  door,  *'  Stay/*  faid 
Gferaldine,  whofc  h^art,  relieved  from 
the  burden  of  her  own  forrows,  in* 
ftantly  felt  for  him  to  whom  (he  ap-t 
pcared  to  have  transfcrcd  the  in(up«^ 
portable  load ;  <<  Stay,  and  hear  the 
«*  cflfufions  of  gratitude,  cftccm,  fricnd- 
€€  (hip,— i"  cc  No^»»  faid  the  tortured 

youth,  breaking  from  her,  "  if  I.  Aay 
^  another  moment,  I  never  can  rcfign 
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••  you. 

o  J  His 
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His  rtibfcqticni  conduA  ha*  been  t1- 
rradjr  dcfrribe.',  and  the  myflcrf  of 
lady  Monc:ic>.'»  requiring  two  thou&nd 
pounds  a  yerr  to  be  left  at  her  fule  dif- 
pol'al  v'.iil  be  (xptained  hy  obrcrring 
tl-;it  flif  th':u|^;ht  even  tli:u  Iplcndid  do- 
native wotild  be  irL-^drijiiuir  as  a  proof 
cf  her  ertrtm  f^jr  a  man  who  had  evU 
dtnily  facrificed  hia  own  happintfi  to 
hcTf.  Her  iiBiftionaie  withes  pointed 
tu  Lucy  Evans  as  his  belt  and  mofl  Aut~ 
able  rcVdrd. 
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boly  would  be  relieved  by  frequcnt- 
tiie  fccnes  in  which  he  had  nurfed 
jifent  paffion,  and  that  the  conver- 
m  of  his  rcfpcfled  bcncfaflor  would 
h  his  faddencd  fpirits.  The  air  of 
aion  and  indifpofition  which  was 
ad  over  his  countenance  excited  the 
i  attention  of  his  benevolent  kinf- 
I.  He  took  him  all  the  walks  and 
rs  he  ufed  to  take  with  Geraldinc, 
,  by  way  of  diverting  him,  con- 
itly  dwelt  upon  a  theme  which  he 
ught  muft  be  plcafing,  the  aSc<5lioa 
lord  Monteiih,  and  his  daughter's 
ipincfs.  '*  Itis  vcryflrange,"  fir  Wil- 
li fomttinies  faid  to  himfclf, "  that 
Henry  rcfufcd  GeraKUtiP,  and  yd  he 
don't  like  lo  hear  of  her  being  happy 
with  her  hiifband  ;  and  after  all,  they 
never  ufcd  to  fdU  out;  and  Hcniy  is 
a  vtry  good  young  man,  with  nothing 
of  envy  or  malice  in  hia  dil'pofition." 
o  A  He 
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He  faw  but  Hctlc  of  the  faLznily  at  the 
redtory.  Mrs.  Evans  declined  rapidly  i 
her  hufoand  feemed  to  need  all  the  con* 
folations  of  (Irong  fenfe  and  ehrifttari 
fortitude  to  fupport  the  fhock,  and  the 
gentle  Lucy  funk*  like  a  broken  lily 
under  the  beating  of  ^  the  jMtiiefi 
Oorm/'  She  fccmed  ftudioufly  to  (hitof 
convcrfing  with  Mr,  Powerfcourtj  and 
when  an  interview  was  unavoidable^ 
fhc  was  not  only  dejefted  but  relerved. 
As  he  once  attempted  to  recall  to  her 
rcmcmberance  the  joyous  fcenes  of  ju- 
venile amufemenCj  when  the  manor-houfe 
and  the  parfonage  fcetned  alternately 
the  temple  of  innocent  cheerfulnefs,  (he 
tnrncrd  fuddcnly,  and,  gazing  at  him 
with  a  penetrating  fmile,  obfcrved, "  that 
*'  the  temples  remained,  but  they  had 
"  loft  the  goddcfs  who  irradiated   the 

««  fcene/' 

Difap- 


Difiippoinced  in  .hi«  expeftations  df 

findiog  conlblarion  in  thofe  objefts  which^ 

tlftd  to  adminifter  delighfj  Henry  at 

M  infwcrcd  fir  William's  inquiries  of • 

i4tthe  could  do  to  fcrve  him,  by  re-- 

Bvking  that  he  thought  the  falubrious 

(jlute  of  luly  might  be  of  fcrvice  to 

Itt  liealthy  and  that  the  numerous  ob* 

^Ji^  which  it  rtprefented  to  the  curious 

tjt  might  diflSpate  the  languor  which 

'bfiTpofition  excited.     Though  (ir  Wil- 

Bam  was  convinced  that  England^  par-* 

ticolarly  Caernarvon(hire,  was  the  mod 

iieiithful  climate  in  the  worlds  and  con- 

tvocd  a  fufHcient  number  of  wonders 

to  entertain  any  rational  man,  yet  he 

duxight  that  the  whimfies  of  fick  people 

Aodd  be  treated  with  the  fame  indul- 
geoce  as  their  palled  appetites.  His 
a&Dt  was  accompanied  by  a  liberal  al* 
lowance  -,  but  he  charged  him  to  (lop  in 
London,  and,  if  lord  Monteith  and  Ge- 
*  05  raldinc 
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raldine  had  not  left  ir»  to  make  their 
houfc  his  home  for  a  few  weeks.  "  The 
**  com[)any  of  your  coulin,"  faid  U» 
**  will  do  you  good ;  and  my  lord  w 
<<  dill  livelier  than  (he  is.  Bedde,  yoQ 
<'  may  have  an  opportunity  of  gectiog 
*^  the  bed  medical  advice  the  kingdom 
affords ;  and,  I  charge  you^  don'c  be 

guided  by  outlandifli  phyficians  whik 
<*  you  are  abroad,  for  they  nerer  call 
*<  underftand  what  is  proper  for  ac 
^^  Englifli  conditution.  I  have  do 
<'  doubt,  Henry,  that  your  good  feolii 
'*  will  keep  you  from  running  mU,  u 
<*  many  of  our  young  fly-about  travel- 
^'  lers  do ;  and  I  dare  fay  you  will  ool 
difgrace  my  regard  for  you,  by  pre- 
tending, when  you  come  back  agda. 

<<  to   like  other  countries  better  that 
«  your  own.'* 

No  phyfician  at  that  time  refidiog  iM 
London  who  *^  could   minifter   to  ^ 
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njwi  difeiicdj"  or  who  could  ''  pluck 
fiiHB  the  memorjr  a  rooted  forrow,^^ 
lih  Bowerfeoortdid  ooc  apply  for  me* 
'dferi  afliftancei  and  he  regretted  thac 
Hbt  cfla^jblilhed  ]aws  of  fociety  compelled 

"|toi  cither  to  vifit  the  fair  troubler  of  his 
2pcace  before  he  left  England,  or,  by  at- 
{>  ienipdiig  ezcufes  to  which  his  ingenuous 
^  jpmirc  was  unequal,  excite  fufpicions  of 
a  fecret  which  he  flattered  himfelf  was 
confined  to  his  own  bofom.    He  called 
at    Portland-place   at  an   unfeafonable 
hour,    and  without  previoufly  announ- 
cing his  intentions.  He  was^  however,  ad- 
mitted, contrary  to  his  hopes,  and  found 
himfelf  in  the  counter's  drcQing-room 
before  he  had   acquired  fufficient  for* 
dtude  to  fupport  the  trying  interview. 
He  advanced  with  timid  (leps,  rcHgned 
Jier  ofiered  hand  with  refpe£lful  cold- 
'^is,  and  glancing  his  eyes  over  the 

o  6  happy 
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happy  envied  Monteich,  cook  a  chairj 
and  attempted  a  perpkxed  convcriarion. 
His  lordfhip  immediately  found  that 
his  intended  raillery  had  loft  all  its  en* 
ticing  piquancy.  The  drje£lion»  cm- 
barrafTmenr^  and  evident  indifpofition  of 
his  rival  affefted  his  good  nature,  and 
he  drove  by  repeated  attentions  to  dif- 
lipate  his  confuficn.  But  as  it  rather 
increafed  than  diminifhed,  his  lordfhip 
rccollefled  that  his  behaviour  might  have 
an  air  of  infult;  and  after  two  or  three 

attempts  to  occupy  his  own  mind  by 
reading  the  charades  written  on  a  fire- 
fcreenj  he  at  lad  confidcredj  that  the 
mod  conciliating  conduil  he  could  adopt 
would  be  to  take  himfelf  out  of  the 
room,  which^  after  defiring  Henry  to 
fpcnd  the  day  with  them^  he  immedi* 
atcly  did^  with  too  much  precipitation 
to  hear  his  reply. 
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Lady  Monteich  was  by  this  time  fuf- 

fidendy  recovered  from  the  perturbation 

which  native  delicacjr  and  innate  bene« 

vdence  had  excited,  to  inquire  after 

her   fiicher's  looks   and    fpirits.     She 

heard    with    delight    that    he   fcelncd 

pcrfcaiy  well.    "  And/'  added  Henry, 

*'  I  have  the  iinfpeakable  pieafure  to  fay; 

^  that,  thanks  to  your  generous  media- 

^  tion !  I  feeai  completely  reftored  tc> 

^  his  favour." 

**  Do  not  talk  of  my  gcnerofity,  Hen- 
**  7,  for  fear  I  (hould*  enter  upon  a 
"  never-ending  theme — But  our  friends 
"  at  the  reftory— Can  you  tell  me  any 
"good  news  of  them?'* 

"  Mrs.  Evans  declines  rapidly-^fhc 
"  cannot  continue  long." 

"  0,  my  desrcft  Lucy,'*  faid  the 
^ntcfs,  burfting  into  tears,  **  cxccl- 
"  knt,  forlorn  girl !  who  will  comfort 

**you?" 

««  Can 
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*'  Can  thofc  be  forlorn  whom  f 
'  love  f"  replied  Henry.  "YourfTicn 
'  (hip,  Geraldinr,  is  a  bleHing  whji 
'  mufl  compcnfacc  for  every  oihcrbrg 

"  You  forget  thai  my  prcfcnt  Gtu 
'  tion  impofcs  duties  upon  me  whii 
■  no  longer  leave  me  at  liberty  to  fly 
'  that  darling  girl  to  comfort  hcrfil 
'  forrow.  Does  (he  feem  fenfiblc 
'  her  approaching  calamity  ?" 

'*  1  do  not  know  ;  I  faw  very  little 
'  her.  Can  you  tell  mc,  lady  Monteil 
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^  Indeed^  Henry*  you  mud  caft  afide 
^'  tfais  mifanthropic  humour.     It  robs 
^  you   of  all  the  amiable  candor  na* 
"  tund  to  your  charadtcr/' 

««  I  truft,  lady  Montcith,  I  fhall  find 
^  it  the  difeafe  of  the  climate.  In 
cight-and- forty  hours  I  hope  to  bid  a 
long  fiu-ewell  to  England^  to  all  tny 
•*  forrows,  and—'*  he  juft  recolleAed 
himfelf  in  time,  to  forbear  adding, '<  and 
**  to  you/' 

**  Let  me  not,"  faid  the  countefs  in 
evident   emotion,  "  cngrofs  any  more 
of  your  time,  which  muft  be  fully 
occupied  with  preparations  for  your 
**  journey.      We  (hall,   I  truft,   meet 
on  your  return,  with  the  reciprocal 
picafure  our  early  interviews  afforded. 
*'  Permit  me  to  addrefs  to  you  thofc 
**  fcntiments  in  writing  which  I    find 
"  it  impoflible  to  utter  in   convcrfa- 
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He  replied,  •'  Your  letters,  madanir 
"  will  be  invaluable."  Finding  his  rcfo- 
lution   unequal   to  the  talk  of  firther 
converfation,  he  prefented  his  addrefS) 
bowed,  and  withdrew. 

As  Henry  Powerfcourt  will  not  for 
fome  time  appear  again  upon  the  icene, 
I  fhall  fubjoin  lady  Monteith's  firftepiftle 
to  him,  with  his  anfwer.  They  occa- 
fionally  correfponded  during  his  refi- 
dence  abroad ;  but  the  remainder  of  his 
kttcrs  were  irrelevant  to  the  fubjefl"  of 
this  hiftorv. 

**  To  Henry  Powerscourt,  E(q# 

**  Do  not  accufe  me  of  departing 
**  from  the  delicacy  of  my  fcx,  if  the 
"  warm  intcrcft  which  your  welfart^ 
'*  and  happinefs  excite  induces  me  td 
"  adopt  a  freedom  in  my  expreffion^ 
«*  which  our  near  affinity  and  long 
"  fricndfhip  alone  can  juftify.  Far  from 

'*  fcclinz 
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^  fieefing  the  cruel  pride  of  conqucft» 
**  my  heirt  pflrricipMet  in  your  dcjcc« 
■*  doo  lb  ftroi%l)r»  cluit  white  I  kncf 
^  ayMf  the  eatffe  of  your  mbappintili^. 
^  I  think  it  it  (elfiOi  in  me  to  enjoy 

*  Alt  ctip   of  bkfflng  which  would 
^  otherwife  l)e  my  portion. 

^  I  h«ve  reeonfidered  my  condud: 
"  from  my  girlifh  days.    Youthful  Ic^- 
"  Htf  may  have  led  me  into  indifcre-^ 

*  tbns  I  but  my  confcience  acquits  md 

*  of  the  bale  coquetry  of  endeavouring 
Co  excite  hopes  which  I  nerer  meant 

.  to  confirm.  Let  the  friend  whom  I 
fhall  ever  eOeemi  after  a  retrofpec): 
^f  his  own  condufty  declare  what 
part  of  his  behaviour  cxprcffed  fcnti- 

mm 

tncncs  too  lively  to  be  applicable  to 

^   ^  afiedion  of  a  relation^  and  the 

iodmacy  of  a  companion.  If  I  rightly 

**  appreciate  the  purity  of  his  principles, 

**  he  would  have  rejcftcd  with  abhor- 

<*  rencc 
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"  rence  fvery  dcGgn  of  fbrimog  i-coiit 
**  arAion  unlinAtoned  hj  my  fiuher^ 
**  approbation,  and  the  knowkJge  of 
**  that  approbation  wai  not  commori- 
"  cated  till  my  heart  had  loft  the  power  j 
**  ofbcingjuft  to  the  meriuof  the  nift  i 
"  he  propofcd, 

«  When  I  appealed  to  your  geoero- 
*'  fity,  I  knew  not  how  painful  a  (acri-- 
"  ficc  I  required.     The  more  I  feci  il^ 
*'  the  more  I  venerate  your  charaAer^^ 
*'  while   my  knowledge  of  four  6tfli^ 
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'  iriH  blcA  you  with  the  undifpuced 

*  piducncc  which,  much  t^  I  rilecm 
'*  your  nerir,  I  never  could  bellow. 
^  Eai^Md,  my  dear  Henry,  contains 
^  many  (air  patterns  of  feminine  worth  i 
**  but  1  will  not  point  out  that  exceU 
"knee  which  your  judgment  will  bed 

*  difcoven  Let  it  fuflSce  for  me  to  fay* 
**  tiiat^  as  my  happinefs  muft  be  in- 

*  complete  while  corroded  by  the  for- 

*  rows  of  thofe  whom  I  tenderly  love, 
^  prudential  confidcrattons  need  not 
^'  circumfcrtbe  your  choice.  I  owe  you 
**  I  debt  of  gratitude,  which  a  pecuni- 
*•  try  rccompcncc,  however  liberal,  can 
*•  never  repay.  Let  me  hear  frequently 
**  from  you,  and  let  me  hope  that  the 

"  reafons  will  foon  ceafe  which  bani(h 

**  jou  from  the  fight  of 

"  Gbraldine  Monteith." 
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*'  To  (he  Countcfs  of  MonteitK^. 

"  I  confiJe  in  vour  honour  for 
"  concc.ilmcnt  of  a  paflion  which  1 1 
'•  your  dilcernmcnt  has  alone  difcowl 
"  ed.  No  blame  attaches  to  the  e» 
*'  duft  of  the  moft  amiable  of  worrttl 
•'  The  audacious,  but  incxperifiKi 
•*  youth,  who  prcfumed  to  admire  i 
"  molt  attraiSivc  pattern  of  fcmaielOT 
"  lincfi  he  ever  bchelH,  dcfervcs  to  ffl 


juftifiible  fbruu  Should  I 
^  tui  m  my  trfibrts  to  regain  my  peace 
^  M  fluodL  ke  aoc  che  redicude  of 
*  your  prindplea  ftart  at  the  idea  of 
^ioTpiriogan  uowarrantable  fendtncDC 
'^fa  qiy  bretibi' All  innocent  atuch* 
[^Qcnc  fliall  never  degenerate  into  a 
:  *  gqihy  palEon.    I  remember  that  you 

*  art  now  the  wife  of  the  earl  of  Mon- 
"  leith :  I  remember  that  I  withdrew 
"  my  pretenfions  in  deference  co  his 

*  joftcr  cl^im  I  Eternal  infamy  light 
^  upon  che  wretch  who  feeks  to  diflblve 
^tbond  fandioncd  by  every  law  hu* 
^  man  and  divine  !  Eternal  infamy  light 
^  upon  him  who,  under  the  pretence 
"of pure  ftntimcnul  attachment^  feeks 
^  to  excite  an  undue  intereft  in  a  ma-> 
^tron's  heart!  I  will  never  return  to 
^  England  till  1  can  fee  you  without 
^  emotion  in  that  character  i  and  this 

"  is 
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*'  is  th«  bft  letter  which  ftiaU  csprefi  t 
*'  thought  inconfiftent  with  the  equi- 
"  nimity  of  an  sffedionate  relation  aod 
"  a  finccre  friend. 

'  "  HfUttV^OWERSCOVftT." 
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pulfcs  might  generally  be  compared 
to  the  imprtfTion  which  a  (lone  makes 
upon  the  clear  furface  of  a  glafly  lake* 
^vhlch,  afcerhavingformcdafew  tremulous 
circles,  foon  rcfumes  its  natural  tran- 
quillity. But  on  the  prefcnt  occafion  he 
thought  of  his  good-tempered  rival,  as 
he  termed  him,  during  mod  part  of  his 
journey  to  Scotland  ;  and,  as  neither  a 
whittle  nor  a  fong  would  always  excite 
new  ideas^  he  frequently  exprcflcd  him- 
felf  anxious  to  know  whether  the  poor 
fellow  had  (hot  himfelf :  **  Yet  I  proteft, 
"  my  dear  Geraldine,"  he  added,  "  I 
«*  do  not  laugh  at  him  ;  for,  upon  my 
"  foul,  if  I  were  a^  milerable  as  he 
*'  fcems  to  be,  I  (hould  think  of  nothing 
<«  but  driving  out  Cupid's  arrows  with 
"  a  brace  of  bullets." 

As  lady  Monteith's  endeavours  to 
divert  her  lord  from  fufpefting  Mr, 
?owcr  court's  attachment  had  proved 

in- 
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nefitAiial,  (be  determiQcd^  by  that  fiill 

(oofideoce  which  Mn.  Evans  had  re- 

comaeiided,  to  remove  every  fubjeft 

^  felf-condemnarion    from    her  own 

kilt.    After  having  bound  his  honour 

i^^promife  of  fecrcfy,  ihe  delivered  to 

^  die  letters  with  which  I  concluded 

^laft  Chapter  s  and  (he  entreated  him^ 

V  the  afiair  was  too  lerious  (or  levity, 

(Oivoid  die  diftreffing  fubjeft  in  their 

fi%e  convcrfations. 

Lord  Monteiih  was  a  ftranger  to  that 

I    *  green-eyed  monfter  which  mocks  the 

■    "^  it  feeds  on.'*     The  preference 

[    ^bdj  had  recendy  given  him  was  too 

'    ^vowed^  and  her  conduA,  as  well  as  her 

PriodpleSj  too  correal  to  raife  fufpicion 

^n  in  the  heart  of  a  Leontes.    On  the 

<*crary,  Mr,' Powcrfcourt's  behaviour 

excited  his  warm  efteem  -,  and  his  frank 

Open  dtfpo(idon  compelled  him  to  ex- 

ctaim,  <<  I  camiot  tbinkj  Geraldine^  why 

12  **  you 
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*'  you  preferred  mc  to  itiai  noble  fdlowi  ^ 
"  1  hope  he  will  live  to  come  back  to 
"  England,  that  1  may  thank  him  for 
**  ^ving  me  happinefs  at  the  expencc  of 
*'  his  own  repofe.  Let  mc  tcil  you, 
"  very  few  young  fellows  of  my  ac- 
**  quvntance  would  have  a£ted  as  be 
«  has  done." 

••  I  hope,"  faid  the  countefs,  while 
heartfelt  pleafure  lighted  up  all  the 
charms  of  her  intelligent  face,  "  liutl 
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*  niH  prore  aoft  vflfe^al  in  phimaciMg 
■^  Am  end,  ever  rraicitibering  that  the 
'*  fefltem  and  gndtode  I  now  feel  ibr  him 
^  anSt  be  fublcrnefit  to  the  ftronger  ac^ 
^  lacbfiienc  whence  they  originated." 

Such  were  the   lentiaaenu  of  Udy 
Momekhi  and  fuch  is  the  conduft  upon 
which  the  mule  of  htftory  and  the  mufe 
of  fiaion  alike  delight  to  dwell.    The 
vncorrupted  mind  avows  its  divine  ori- 
{^nal^  by  recurring  with  iecret  compla* 
oency  to  the  portrait  of  what  is  pcrfcft, 
iiur,  aod  good*    Thoi^h  the  depravity 
of  modem  manners  may  obtain  tranfient 
amafement  from  thofe  highly-coloured 
Iccnes  of  guilt  which  the  judgment  con- 
demns, the  foul  only  finds  conftanc  gra- 
tification in  contemplating  the  lovely 
.piAures  of  innocence  and  virtue. 

When  1  recoUeA  that  the  fubfequent 

events  of  this  hidory  will  lead  my  nar* 

racive  through  many  a  painful  fccne>  I 

^  B  3  fecm 


6  A  TALE  OF  THE  TIMES* 

feem  to  Ihrink  with  reluftancc  from  the 
difgofting  talk  of  dcfcribing  fyftcmatic 
villainy  mining  the  oucworks  which  de- 
corum and  reh'gion  have  placed 'around 
female  vircue,  while  the  unfufpcdling 
heart  becomes  entangled  by  fatanic  guile 
and  inbrtd  vanity.  I  feel  that  the  part 
mod:  analagous  to  my  tafte,  as  well  as 
to  my  powers,  would  be  to  depiAure 
the  amiable  features  of  the  human  cha# 
rafter  (haded  only  by  thofe  lighter  traita 
of  frailty  trom  which  the  mod  perfeft 
(landard  of  human  goodnefs  h  ooc.  ex* 
empt.  But^  knowing  that  the  unchrif- 
tian  morals  of  the  prefent  age  drain  their 
afiefted  charity  till  they  embrace  vice, 
while  the  mod  glaring  enormities  are 
gloffed  over  by  delicate  fubterfuges ;  and 
refined  liberality  expatiates  on  the  good- 
nefs of  the  heart,  while  its  poflcflbr 
breaks  every  precept  in  the  decalogue; 
I  feci  Rimulaced  by  an  ardent,  though 

perhaps 
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pcrbaps  injudicious  zeal,  to  tend  my 
^cble  aid  to  ftop  the  torrent  of  enthui* 
^flic  fcncimenc  which  daringly  roe- 
oaccs  that  h&ren-eredted  edifice  that 
n  predided  to  furvire  the  wreck  of 
worlds. 

Imprefled  with  this  idea>  I  concave 
Vt  poffible  to  ferve  the  caufe'  of  principle, 
by  (hewing  through  what  devious  un-* 
fofpefted  paths  the  human  heart  may  be 
kd  to  error;  how  eafily  it   may,  by 
youthful  indifcretiOn,  be  hurried  down 
diefteep  defcenti  till,  HazaeMike»  it 
finks  into  the  in&oiy  which  it  once  fhud* 
^trcd  to  name.  Yet^  retaining  too  much 
Nvc  purity  to  be  rcconcikd  to  its  dc- 
fintded  ftate^  and  too  much  fcnfibility  tp 
ftific  refteftion,   it  (hrinks  from  life  as 
^m  an  infupportable  burden  ;  and  the 
^min{^  which    rofc   in   fplcndour    is 
clouded  by  infuperable  gloom  before  it 
^ios  its  meridian  brightnefs. 

B4  If 


I 
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If  in  the  execution  of  this  dcfign  the 
pencil  fhould  fail,  let  Candour  remcoiber 
the  intention,  and  excufe  the  unflcilful 
painter.  Perhaps  the  imperfeft  outline 
may  induce  fome  fuperior  genius,  more 
converfant  with  life  and  manners,  to 
execute  the  inftrudive  fubjcft  with  all 
the  glowing  energy  that  its  importance 
requires. 

I  (hall  gratify  my  own  tafte  by  dvelN 
ing  a  little  longer  on  that  part  of  lady 
Monteich's  hiftoryi  when,  unaflailed  and 
happy,  (he  fpread  delight  and  comfort 
all  around  her,  and  her  own  heart  dep- 
rived an  allowable  gratification  from  {he 
confcioufncfs  of  dcfcrvcd  applaufe.  The 
tirll  four  years  of  her  married  life  were 
unembittered  by  reillefs  anxiety,  cor«» 
rodingdifappointmcnt,  or  the  ftill  keener 
pangs  of  fclf-accufarion.  But,  left  my 
readers  (liouici  rjppoie  that  I  am  now 
falfifyirg  my  own  maxims,  I  IhaU  ex- 
hibit 
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hibit  a  curfory  view  of  that  period 
which^  though  it  did  not  include  any 
great  (brrowsor  marked  deviations  from 
redicude,  dill  bore  fome  fainter  itiarki 
of  the  penalty  of  Adam.  < 

When  the  young  countefs  arrived  at 
Monteith^  flic  was  afton(i(hed  at  the 
cruel  ravages  which  time  and  negligence 
had  made  in  that  venerable  pile.  Itr 
native  magnificence>  the  fublime  fea- 
tures of  the  adjacent  fcenery,  every  fpot 
of  which  feemed  by  fome  traditionary 
anecdote  conneded  with  her  lord's  fa* 
mily»  and  the  attachment  which  the 
peafantry,  notwithflanding  their  extreme 
wretchednefs,  expre(!ed  for  the  defcend- 
ants  of  their  old  mafters,  kindled  in  her 
mind  an  agreeable  enthufiafm,  and  (be 
rejoiced  tn  a  di(lin6lion  which  feemed 
capable  of  uniting  her  own  individual 
happinefswith  the  general  good.  Though 
ibe  continued  to  think  that  lady  Made- 

B  5  Una 
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liiu  carried  her  ideas  of  herediciry  coa- 
iequence  to  a  ridiculous  ezcciir«  «  ge- 
nerous heart  would  find  a  ftir  field  to 
gratify  its  nobkft  paffions  in  the  fupre- 
macy  of  a  wide  domain.  '  She  feemed 
never  weary  of  wandering  through  the 
romantic  fcencry,  *<  Here>"  liud  6it, 
as  the  one  day  refted  on  the  flope  ofs 
-green  hilli  o?er-hung  by  a.  [»De-clad 
precipice^  "  I  will  build  a  neat  litik 
**  village.  The  houfes  Ihalloll  be  whiiei 
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In  the  improvements  which  ffac 
pbiiAcd  at  the  caftle^  the  fame  foci^l 
and  benevolent  fpirit  prevailed,  though 
liere  perhaps  it  received  a  more  worldly 
teint  from  the  dangerous  approximation 
of  vanity.  «  Thefc  rooms,**  faid  flic, "  if 
^  embelliflied  in  the  grand  Gothic  ftyle^ 
^  wUl  ihame  the  feeble  glitter  of  mo« 
••  dem  frippery.  Every  article  of  fur- 
^*  niture  fliall  be  maflfy  and  fubftandal, 
**  and  convey  an  idea  of  general  ufcful* 
"  ncft  rather  rhana  Iclfifh  defirc  of  cx- 
•*  hibiting  the  cold  enjoyments  ofunim- 
*•  parted  wealth.  My  lord's  fortune  is 
'*  amplcs  I  have  made  toitaconfiderablc 
••  addition  :  how  infir/itcly  (hall  I  prefer 
••  fpending  it  upon  this  fpot,  which  has 
*«  a  local  claim  to  our  preference,  to 
••  fqtjandcring  it  in  the  unvarying  round 
•^  of  a  London  life  !  Here,  without  feel- 
^  ing  the  pain  of  competition,  cxpence 
**  may  be  juftified  by  the  motive  of  em* 

B  6  "  ploying 
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'  plojring  induftry  aod  <UfiuCiflg  plei 
'  furc.     I  will  culdrue  the  efleon  * 

*  all  my  neighbours  by  the  moft  mnmi 

*  attentions.  The  peculiarity*-  wUc 
'  entitle  me  to  pre-eminence  fliiU  nc 
'  give  them  uneafiners,  becaufe  dif 
'  ftiall  be  uniformly  exerted  for  the 
'  pleafurcoramufemenL  HcKiwitboi 
'  obfervation  or  internipiioD*  I  na 
■  purfue  my  plan  of  toflucocing  Iv 
'  Monteith's  tafte,  till  it  gradBally  tl 
'■  milatca  to  my  own.    Lady  Arabd 

or  a  London  life,  and 
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^*  tmis  CO  which  kindred  or  frieodlhip 
••  never  can  afjMrc/' 

Tiie  pkns  of  lady  Monteith  would 
have  proved  abortive^  had  ihe  not  been 
aflifted    by  two   powerful   coadjutors* 
loid  MoDtetth's  natural  difpofition  was 
viokndy  difpofed  to  the  purfuit  of  rural 
^Nmi  and    athledc   exercifes.  -    The 
noiiDains»  lakesi    and    forefts   which 
fivrouoded    his    caftle>    promifed    the 
dWtrGons  of  fifhing  and  hunting  in  full 
ptrfeAion  ;  and  the  neighbouring  gentry 
^  endeavoured  to  enliven   a  thinly- 
>o|ubited  country  by  the  eftablifhmentof 
^  .aBembly>  a  bowling  meeting,  and  a 
^et  match,  which  returned  at  ftated 
^rvab.      The    Momeiths    honoured 
^,  firft-mentioned    amufement    with 
prefence    very  foon  after    their 
^1  i  at  the  caftle  -,  and^  though  the 
^fany  exhibited    but   a     miniature 
^^blance  to  the  circles  in  which  they 

had 
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had  lately  roovcdt  they  both  itfltind 
pleafurc  from  the  events  of  the  er&SB^ 
Two  circumftanccs  comribuod  to  In 
lordfhip's  fatisfaflion :  he  felc  Uoi&ff 
perfedly  at  eare ;  and,  moreover^  fie 
received  information,  that  the  uiSi^ 
bouring country  afforded  whacis 
a  fct  of  very  hearty  fellows,  attd 
fineft  groufc  and  black  game  in 
kingdom.  His  plcafure  at  this  inti 
gence  was  fo  great,  tlisc  while  they  re! 
interrupted  his  l^dl 
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**  &ners^  and  private  parties ;  and  theit 
**  goiog  to  ^Edinburgh  if  anf  particu* 
«<  lar  bufincls  is  on  foot,  and  making 
^  excurGons  through  the  neighbouring 
^  coQDcieSb  I  declare  I  begin  to  think 
**  ts  your  fiither  does,  that  it  will  be  a 
^  very  rational  life,  and  quite  as  agree- 
^  tUe  aa  fpending  aH  our  time  in  thofe 

^  ftate-trappinga  of  which  Arabella  is 

^  fo  fond.  She  faid  that  I  (hould  deteft 

''  Scotland  in  a  month ;  but  I  will  con^- 

**  vincc  her  that  I  can  be  happy  any- 

**  where.    Don't  you  think  fo  too,  my 

**  love  ?  You  will  like   to  live    here, 

'•   Ihall  you  not  ?" 

"  O !  infinitely,  I  affure  you  j  I  was 

**  both  furprized  and  pleafcd  with  the 

**  manners  of  feveral  of  the  ladies  whom 

**  I  met  at  the  aflembly.     They  Teemed 

**  iiKieed  a  little  confufcd  and  referved 

**  at  firft,  and  ccruinly  they  are  un- 

^*  acquainted   with    the   more    refined 

•*  modi- 
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'  trodlficationsof  policenefs}  butn 

■  of  them  appeared  wtll-informed,  in4" 
'  I    know  they  will  improve  upon  ac- 

'  quaintance.  I  have  projected  i 
'  thoufand  little  fchemes  to  infpirc  con- 
•  fidcnce  and  cordiality,  I  am  furcthe 
'  dear  old   caftle  may  foon  be   made 

■  pcrfedly  comfortable ;  and  I  ho|jf, 
'  my  lord,  our  refidcncc  among  your 
'  tenants  and  dependants  will  prove  sn 
'  cflential  benefit  to  them." 

■  1  fhall,  certainly,  order  my  fteward 
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**  km  fiuxried  chat  this  may  be  owing 
**  to  dbe  luuTOw  (Upend  of  the  prelbycer, 
^  vhofe  poverty  will  not  permit  him  to 
"  acre  that  influence  over  his  flock  or 

*  ID  pay  them  that  attention  which 
'  the  intcrefts  of  morality  and  religion 
'  require.  A  fmall  addition  to  his 
'  ftipend  would  not  be  felt  by  usj  and 
^  would  probably  do  more  for  the 
^  general  improvement  of  manners  in 

*  die  neighbourhood  than  would  be 
'  eflfeded  by  a  miich  larger  expenditure 

*  toy  other  way.  I  fee,  my  lord,  you 
'*  finile  s  but  r.Uow  me  as  well  as  your- 
*•  fclf  to  quote  my  father's  authority. 

*  He  has  frequently  obfcrvcd,  that  by 
'^tnbrging  Mr.  Evans's  fphcre  of  ufc* 
^  hlnefs,  he  did  an  aft  of  public  bene* 
^  ficence.  ^  I  only  thought^'  he  ufed  to 
••  6y,  «  of  making  one  worthy  man 
^  bppy  i  but  fince  Mr,  Evans  has  beea 

**  relieved 
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"  relieved  from  the  preflurc  of  wanti  he 
•'  has  made  many  men  happy^  aye  add 
"  worthy  too.*' 

"  Why  there  may  be  fomeching  w 
"  what  fir  William  obfcrves,  providfi 

•'  one  could  but  be  fure  of  having  tn 

^^  • 

**  Evans  to  deal  with.  But  I  (hallhafc 
"  no  leifure  for  fchemes  of  this  kind  i 
*'  fo  you  may  amufe  yourfclf  with  them 
*'  when  you  have  no  other  employment 
••  You  may  fet  up  fchools,  portion  off 
**  young  girlsi  and  enrich  old  divincti 
^'  Bur^  remember,  no  mtnufaftories 
^^  in  my  neighbourhood*— All  our  fa* 
*^  mily  hate  the  very  name  of  th€(D»— 
*^  They  only  encourage  a  horde  of  idk 
^<  infolent  vagrants*  who  fly  in  your  face 
"  upon  every  occaCon."—  ' 

<^  Not  if  care  be  taken  to  improvt 
^*  their  morals  in  proportion  to  cheif 
^*  affluence.     You  fee  kow  thinly  your 

M  villager 
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^  Villages  arc  peopled^  and  what  ex« 
**  crcfne  poverty  (he  general  appearance 
"  of  the  coiincry  bcfpeaks." 

••It  win  be  very  difitrent  when  1 
^  fpend  my  (btrtune  among  them.  The 
*  repairs  of  the  caftle  will  employ  the 


men/' 


••  But  the  women  and  children  ?*^ 
•■  Oj  they  (hall  be  fed  at  the  caftle- 

*  gate." 

^  Noi  let  them  eat  the  bread  of  in- 
^duftry,    and    enjoy    thofe    delights 

*  which  the  aflivc  exertion  of  our 
^'nitive  energies  always  infpires« 
**  Sweet  is  the  food  which  is  earned 

*  by  labour.  When  you,  my  lord, 
**|mrfuc  health  and    pleafure    in    the 

*  fields  and  woods,  and  return  home  to 
^  Ufte  the  rcpofc  which  is  procured  by 
"  exertion,  and  to  partake  of  the  dain- 
^Vit%  for  which  you  arc  indebted  to 

*  your  own  toil,  you  feci  this  maxim 

•«  trqck 
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*'  true  ;  and  your  heart  will  exult  at  the 
••  idea  that  your  provident  benevoknec 
"  has  extended  fimilar  enjoyments  ro 
"  hundreds,  who  muft  long  need  ihe 
**  protciSing  care  of  their  benefic* 
*'  tor>  and  conrcquenily  cannot  t:S<& 
"  an  infolent  independence  on  Ki* 
'*  bounty." 

Perhaps  lord  Montcith's  principal 
objeflions  to  his  lady's  fchcmcs  were, 
that  he  Ihould  be  involved  in  focnc 
trouble  by  the  execution  of  them.     Htt^ 


A  TALE  OF  THB  TIMES. 


21 


*<  You  (hall  do  as  you  pieafcj  only  don*c 
*<  teaze  me  about  ic/'  juft  as  the  chariot 
pa&d  over  the  draw-bridge  which  led 
tothecaftle« 


►■ 


A  TALE  OF  TyE  TFlfES. 


CHAP.    XIX.- 


Siy,  fliouid  the  pliilofopUic  mind  difdun 
That  good  which  mikci  M<h  humble  boJon 
La  fchool-iaughi  pride  diffenibU  all  ■[  ein, 
Thefe  Nitls  thing!  a.c  grt*t  In  tiitle  nan ) 
And  wifcr  he,  whofe  lympaihttic  miud 
EiulM  in  all  the  good  of  «ll  mialuDd. 

I  HE  fang  froU  vs'nh  which  lord  Mod 
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tuc  of  a  bear/'     Her  mellifluous 
md  fwecc*  coned  harp  dill  retained 
eir  exquifice  power  of  transfufing 
my  and  delight  into  her  hufband's 
vhilc  the  early  horn  or  the  convi- 
appointment  called  him  from  the 
in  vain.      But  if  flie  fought  to 
sis  attention  to  the  blooming  wil* 
&  of  fweets  planted  by  her  hand^  or 
rarcely  lefs  glowing  garland  created 
«r  pencil,  he  inftantly  rccollcfted 
:  infurmountable  engagement  which 
ircd  every  moment  of  his  time.  She 
equally  unfortunate  if  (he  attempted 
ntxrreft  him  in   the  hidory  of  her 
ny,  as    (he  termed  her   neat  little 
e  village;  or  if,  opening  the  (lores 
ler  capacious  mind,  (he  fought  to 
bIs  fome  topic  of  literary  tafte,  her 
ttients  might  be  brillianr,  but  un- 
dicy  were  compre(red   within   the 
icft  rules  of  Spartan  brevity^  her 

lord 
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lord  was  cirhcr  difcovcring  the  wtl 
his  fpanicl,  or  had  fallen  fall  adeep. 
Yet  his  heart  was  juft  to  her  me 
and  his  tongue  To  copious  in  her  pn 
that  he  was  fometimes  inclined  co  th 
in  the  agreeable  fubjeft  without  pre 
prcparauon.  He  was  conGdcrcd  bj 
who  vificed  at  the  caftlc  to  be  a  I 
perfect  paragon  of  connubial  raeritj 
lady  Montciih  was  as  univerfally  j 
nounced  to  be    a  happy  woman  j  l 
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d^vc  pages  of  a  circulating 
Vfp  will  .ftart  at  the  barfh  tenec 
1^  feems  to  affiroi)  that  a  great 
ikr.of  married  ladies  may  affign 
ps  for  dilcootent  of  a  feverer  na- 
1^9  what  Tome  times  affefted  the 
fSlkf.  of  the  blooming  Geraldlne. 
U  ,  left  they  fliould  fuppofe  my 
JQ(  ambiguous^  or  imagine  that  the 
inefi  of  the  lady  was  wholly  owing 
le  amiable  conftitutipn  of  her  own 
d  I  will  very  plainly  tell  them, 
tbot^h  caufes  for  vexation  occa- 
Uy  occurred^  lafting  unhappinefs  in 
afituation  could  only  proceed  from 
(contented,  ill-regulated  temper,  or 
mrerced  judgment,  which,  inftcad 
mtng  an  eftimace  of  life  as  it  really 
icfis  a  fallacious  ftandard^  by  which 
sddes  upon  what  is  due  to  its  own 
I1I>  and  how  far  others  a  51  as  they 
It  Revcrfc  this  lad  fcntencc,  and* 
Mk  \u  c  let 


i 
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let  the  fair  fcrutinizer  of  her  hufband'l 
.  faults  conremplatc  the  errors  of  her 
dwn  behaviour ;  let  her  rtcoUeft  the 
duties  (he  has  heedlefsly  omitted^  tod 
the  provocations  fhe  has  andefignedlf 
given ;  and  let  her  then  ufe  the  experi* 
ence  (he  derives  from  felf-examtnaiidi 
in  her  eftimate  of  the  conduft  of  hef 
partner.  After  making  fome  dedadtai 
for  the  (Ironger  temptations  to  wUdl 
the  other  fcx  are  expofed  by  thaH 
more  impetuous  paifions  and  bkmcf 
feelingSj  that  indulgence  of  their  bo- 
mours  which  their  manners  in  early  yoodl 
permit)  and  their  hereditary  notions  of 
fuperioriry  derived  from  Adam  i  t  kft 
Stic  will  then,  perhaps,  juftly  refer  Ai 
apparent  negleft,  or    cruel  unkindneb 

■ 

which  had  ju(t  extorted  her  tears,  to  ioBM^ 
thing  of  bu(inefs,  which  *'  had  pudtM 
his  clear  temper/'  and  fenc  him  hoiiiv 
rather  with  an  expeAation  of  having  hil 

kusioin 
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foodied  by  feminine  forfcnefty 
ia  of  oficriog  u  the  (brine  of  feminine 
K^dbUity  tiiofe  actenuons  which  fie 

Tbe  lenfibility  of  lady  Monteich't 
Itttidoii  pteveMed  her  from  viewing 
e  defe£b  in  her  lord  widi  the  iodtf- 
ntet  wMdi  a  mind  of  common  re« 
dneot  would  hive  experienced.    But 

die  qualiries  of  refinement  and  fcnfi* 
i9»  to  generally  fatal  to  female  peace^ 
BfikDne  united  a  ftrong  attachment  to 
r  hulbandy  natural  fwcetncfs  of  tern- 
tg  and  correct  notions  of  the  human 
tnder^  derived  from  her  early  ind* 
Ky  with  Mrs.  Evans.  The  precepts 
due  excellent  monitrefs,  now 
Bqgchened  by  convidion  of  their 
fl^neQTy  frequently  recurred  to  her 
ifed^  prevented  her  from  adopting  the 
%illge  of  complaitat^  opened  her  eyes 

Ae  igiccsble  part  of  her  fuuacion> 

c  8  and 
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and  transferred  her  atteodon  to  iriut, 
her  own  duty  required  from  her,  nl 
native  complacency  znd  habitual  afitc- 
tton  reftorcd  all  the  fprightlf  e 
of  her  mind. 

Under  her  prcfiding  influence  Moi 
tcith  caftle  realized  co  the  idea  of  cr^ 
beholder  the  delightful  vifion  of  Spi 
fcr's  Bower  of  Blifs,  governed  by  1 
Una  inftcad  of  an  Acrafia.  Magnffl 
ccncc  was  united  with  urbanity,  hofffi 
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of  furnilhing  them  with  crayons,  prncils, 
fubjcfts  to  copy  fupcrior  to  what  the 
country  afforded,  or.afTiftancc  from  the 
maftcr  who  occafionally  attended  her. 
Her  tuneful*  voice  and  magic  touch 
could  not  be  imparted;  but  fbe  had 
fongs  and  muSc  books  at  every  one's 
fcrvice,  and  (he  was  very  willing  to 
affift  ip  affording  all  the  mechanical  aid 
which  that  enchanting  fcience  admits. 
She  had  acquired  a   knowledge  of  all 

ftlhionable   works,  and  here  again  in- 
ftrudion  and  materials  only  waited  to 
be  required.     Her  library,  her  confer- 
vatory,    and    her    hot-houfc    attradled 
general  attention,  and  transfufcd  general 
pleafure,  becaufe  their  refpeAive  trea- 
fures  were  not  kept  merely  to  gratify 
the    oftentation   of    the    pofleffor,    but 
were  permitted   to   impart  their  mental 
riches    and  odoriferous  fwcets    to   any 
who  wilhcd  to  read  a  book  or  cultivate 

03  an 
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»a  off-fet.  Adhering  to  the  nde,  dm 
beauty  is  beft  attired  when  lobed  bf 
ftmple  elegance,  Ihe  had  no  ti 
to  be  guilty  of  the  tetnerity  of  ti 
envy  by  the  fplendor  of  hcf  o 
and  the  cxpcnce  fpared  from  her  om 
drefs  was  employed  in  judicious  prdan 
to  thofc  of  her  young  friends  whole  OP* 
cumftancea  would  ill  fupport  the  CfAof 
gtmccl  appearance.  To  crown  H&i 
fair  afTemblage  of   complacent  gncob 
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to  become  inhabicancs  of  a  fpoc  which 

yaicftd  fb  totnf  local  advantages ;  and 

A  ^^irijt  of  Older  aad  improvcfnem  waa 

gKodoalljr  introduced.   The  melancholy 

)i%Maiidcr  so  longer  watched  his  few 

flnrred  (beep  on  the  bfeak  mountaiot 

Md  (or  want  of  occiiparion  foothed  his 

fcnrows  widi^  a  bagpipe.      One  of  his 

younger  boja   performedtbat    office, 

while  ^  he  earned  bread  for  his  infants 

and    health  .  for    himfe]f«"  in   (haping 

the  green  alleys  of  Monteith^  covering 

tbc  bleak  cDOunuins  wi(h  plantations  of 

Scotch  pine  and  American  oaky  or  dig* 

^ng  the  foundadons  of  the  new  build- 

iDgSf  which  were  continually  added  to< 

Jamci-towo*     Befide  a  neat  edifice  ap^ 

propriated  to  divine  worlhip,  it  poflTefTed 
,a  carpet^manufadtory^  a  fpinning-room^ 

a  viUagc*fchool»  and  a    markct-houft. 
'  Pcrfons  properly  qualified  were  placed 

u  the  head  of  each  inftitution^.  and  the 

C4  tafte 
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ufte  of  the  boys  was  to  be  cooftilted  in 
their  future  deftinacionj  while  the  oc> 
cupaiions  of  Billing,  agriculture,  ud 
weaving,  folicicediheirchoice.  Thencw 
of  the  girls  were  more  drcumfcribedt 
but  by  bting  earlytaught  the  occupunn 
of  fpinning  and  knittingi  and  by  bsviflg 
a  market  open  for  the  fale  of  didr 
produftionsj  they  were  relieved  from  the 
burden  of  indolence,  and  the  chctr-* 
lefs  profpeift  of  being  a  ufelefi  w^jkt 
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alk  of  finging  at  her  wheelj  to  the  en* 
riable  employment  of  dear-ftarching 
lie  hdy's  <<  kerchieft/'  and  helping 
•  ID  baildn  her.*" 

Yet  even  the  exertions  of  liberal  be- 
iTfofeoce  will  not  always  afibrd  a  pure 
deB|^i  the  mind  muft  feek  its  fureft 

veward  in   the  confcious  difcharge  of 

in  acknowledged  dutyj  and  not  in  the 

pCrfeft  gratitude  nor  the  complete  fatif- 

fiiffion  of  the  objeds  it  labours  to  bene* 

&•    Though  the  inhabitants  of  James- 

toim  were  fclefted  from  the  moil  de- 

fcnring  part  of  lord  Monteich's  tenants^ 

^  does  not  follow  that  they  were  quite 

^mpt  fix>m  the  failings  of  humanity. 

'I^houles  were«all  neat  and  comfort- 

^  9  but  as  the  countefs  had  amufcd 

'^rftlf  by  conftrufting  them  after  va- 

'^  models,  it  might  happen  that  dame 

^OWD  would  think  gaffer  CampbclPs 

^  more  convenient,  while  the   gaffer 

05  for 
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for  a  fimilar  reafon  preferred  that  inhi- 
bited  by   the  dame.     Lady  Monceith 
indeed,   confenced  to  their  cxchangiD{ 
dwellings;  but  then  another  inconve* 
nicnce   arofej    Margery    Bruce    com* 
plained  that  a  window  in  dame  Brown'i 
houfe  overlooked  her,  and  that  if  dM 
faid  window   was    not  waUed  up»  On 
could  not  live  ;  for  that  the  dame  .  tool 
her  ftation  at  that  window^  andj  inftcac 
of  minding  her  workj  did  nothing  bi 
watch  the  conduft  of  the  aggrieved  da 
ponent.     Dame  Brown's  rejoinder  if 
that  Margery  was  fufpeiled  to  be 
better  than  fhe  (hould  be  s  that  ihe 
lately  got  a  new  plaid  and  kirtlc» 
body  knew  how  )  and  Ihe  thought  if 
duty  to  mind  her  goings  on,  lef 
good  lady  ihould  be  impofed  upc 
an  unworthy  pretender  to  her  fii 
The  fair  judge  found  it  difficult 
cidc  in  a  queftion  of  fuch  nice  QDfc 
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die  more  fo,  as  the  village  wu  fplit 
ipie  two  nearly  equal  faAions^  part  ea-^ 
liiiag  under  the  banners  of  (he  watchful 
HrovBs  and^part  efpoufing  the  caufe  of 
Ae  aggrieved  Maigerjr. 

Befidt  the  perplesucjr  which  cafes  fi- 
wuiu  to  the  atK>ve  often  ezcicedj  ladf 
ICooBeidi  had  to  contend  with  orlier  in-* 
4B9nvvnieflGies.  The  power  of  local 
•BBclunent  it  very  ftrong  in  people  who 
iMve  pafled  their  lives  on  one  fpot,  with' 
rat  having  had  much  incercourfe  with 
llie  reft  of  the  world ;  and  fhe  often 
finiod  that  the  old  Highlander  preferred 
^  die  hill  that  lifted  him  to  the  ftorms/' 
1^  an  the  advantages  which,  while  un- 
trirdf  bis  imagination  annexed  to  the 
*  Adtered  cultivated  valley.  The  man- 
of  jhc  fouthern  ftrangers,  whom 
ornamental  embellifhmcnts  of  Mon- 
trith  had  introduced  among  the  ne\^ 
tolony,  did  not  affimilate  with  his  pre- 

c  6  conceived 
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conceived  ideas  of  fubmiflion,  ceconoufi  - 
and  fclf-comfnand.  Thou^inviBedtf 
partake  of  the  luxuries  his  niw  ne^^ 
bours  introduced,  his  afFedion  for  foor- 
crout  and  crowdy  was  infarmoooilfaki 
and  his  retired  folitary  humour  flitai^ 
from  the  loquacious  inteimptioiH  t£  ' 
fociety.  He  frequcntljr  found  thtl  b(  . 
had  renounced  pleaAires  congenitl  tt 
his  habits,  for  comfotcs  which  he  wund 
the  rclifh  to  enjoy  >  and  though  rerpetf 
for  his   gudc    laird   and   lady   chcckrfll 
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ittloiiiiJ  CTcntE  which  often  crofled  her 
teoevofeot  fchcmes.      *^  I  have  been 

*  nqght  to  confider  the  power  of  be- 
* "  Aowing  hapi»nefs   as  the  moft  glo- 

V  ikms  preroganve  which  wealth  could 

*  eigoy.     Have  the  means  by  which 

^  I  porfued  this  end  been  ill  feleAed^ 

**  or  am  I  particularly  tmruccefsful  in 

'.choofing  fit  fubjeAs  for  my  defign  i*' 

Tbe  phtlofophy  of  one-and-twenty  is  not 

remarkably  profound ;  the  views  of  life 

»t  then  too  highly  coloured  to  admit 

rf  the  ««  yellow  leaf,"  which  «  fobcr 

ntttmn*'  gradually  introduces  s  and  the 

etror  then  prevalent  even  in  the  bed- 

f^ulaced  minds  is,  that  the  fcenes  in 

^h   themfelves    are    aftors   furnifli 

.  CKnptions  to  received  rules  as  to  the 
^ms  by  which  they  are  to  be  go- 
^tmed^  or  the  forrows  and  difappoint- 
^ts  which    they  are   to    encounter. 

^paffionatc    experience  would    have 

taught 
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uught  latJy  Monceitb,  that  the  very  di* 
cuinlUnces  of  the  villager's  compUino 
argued  comparative  comfort.  Pining 
poverty,  deep  afEidion,  and  hopeleb 
mifcry,  would  have  adopted  themes  f« 
lamcncaiion  widely  diiFcrcnt  from  ibe 
fuperiorconvcnicnceof gaffer  Cam pbell'l 
houfc,  the  impertinence  of  dame  Brovi^ 
the  fufpicious  finery  of  Margery  Bruce, 
or  even  the  remembrance  of  fuur-crout 
and  crowdy,  which  haunted  the  '*  auld" 
Highlander.      Her  liberal  mind  would 
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A  fbtt  cooviftioo  of  that  deprefliog 
hat  wMKUe  tnitb,  thtf  all  the  good  of 
Ijbk  world  muft  be  Gtended  with  evil, 
«oaldaUb  have  preferred  lady  Monceith 
ftom  thtf  IbortUicatiooa  to  which  her 
love  of  diftinAton  and  univerfal  applaufe 
fikewUe  ezpoled  her.  Againft  the  ihafcs 
iriiiqh,  in  fpite  of  repeated  obligations^ 
low  enyy  and  petty  detra&ion  fomedmes 
aimed  at  her  cbarafter^  fweetnefs  of  tem- 
per  and  confciom  fuperiority  oppofed 
an  inadequate  defence^  Lady  Monteith's 
letters  to  her  dear  Lucy  have  contained 
a  gentle  complaint  againft  ingratitude 
and  the  hardlhips  of  her  own  lot ;  for 
though  anxioufly  folicitous  to  oblige  and 
conciliate  her  neighbours  and  acquaint* 
aDce»  Ihe  often  found  her  well-n^eant 
endeavours  miftaken^  or  repaid  by  dif- 
fike  and  difcbntent. 

If  Mifs  Evans  did  not  always  feel  the 
fi>rce  of  her  friend's  complaincs^  it  mufl: 

not 


/ 
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was  or  a  iirongcr  qui  s  •  i 

more   intimately  acquaini 
calamity. 
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CHAP.    XX- 

Whtu  tby  lift  breathy  ere  natnre  funk  to  ntt. 
Thy  meek  fubmiflion  to  thy  God  exprefs'd  i 
^hea  tbj  lift  look^  ere  thought  and  feeling  fleJ» 
A  niiigled gleam  of  hope  and  triumph  (bed. 

Pleasures  of  Memory. 

m  reader  will  remember  that  I  left 
In.  Evans  ftruggling  with  the  violence 
facruel  difeafci  whofc  reiterated  attack 
lemcd  to  leave  little  hope  of  the  prc- 
trniion  of  her  valuable  life.  She  en- 
ured her  allotted  mifcries  with  excm- 
Ury  patience,  and  after  her  fuffcrings 
>d  ilmoft  taught  her  difconfolate  friends 
>wi{h  for  her  deliverance,  (he  meekly 
lofeda  well-fpcnt  life,  bequeathing  the 
^^uablc  legacy  of  her  virtues  to  her 
cloved  daughter. 

When  lady  Monteith  received  the 
'^oful  tidings,  (he  was  in  hourly  ex- 

pcdlatioQ 
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pcftation  of  hcf  firft  confinementi 
the  utter  impofijbUity  of  taking  (\ 
long  joarney  alone  prevented  her  i 
exerting  her  pcrfonal   fcrviccs  to  I 
her  Lucy's  forrows.     She  wrote  tl 
in    the  tendered  ftrain   of  affeAkH 
condolence.      "  My  tears,"   faid  1 
"  ihall  ever  mingle  with  yours  over  i 
"  facrcd  remains  of  my  monitrrls, 
"  fbrtcr- mother,  my  firft  and  i 
*'  luable  friend  t    Every  good   aQh 
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"  Under  ibochii^  and  will  fint  the  pri* 
^  vfCf  of  your  modeft  gricf«  Come,  and 
P  aril  nct  whtie  k  is  frefli  in  your  me- 

*  noiy,  all  diat  the  dying  fiiiot  UAd,  all 
f^diac  fhc  looked  i  and  arm  my  fDrtitude 
tfar  die  trials  which  await  me,  by  re« 
Jfcating  how  Ihe  endured  months  of 
^ff^kifery/'    ^ 

**  It  was  the  (blemn  injundion  of  my 

*  asw  blefled  mother,'*  fitid  Mifs  Evans, 
bher  reply,  '*  that  I  ihould  devote  my» 
**ftlf  to  the  pious  office  of  foochtng  the 
^Snttows  of  my  poor  fiither,  till  time,, 
''wuting  with  religious  relignacion, 
^liould  Ibften  his  griefs,  divert  his 

'^thoughts  from  one  painful  objed,  and 
finable  him  to  occupy  his  leifure  hours, 
'^ance   lb   happily  filled,  with  other 

*  soNifemeots  >  and  (he  enjoined  this 

*  duty  as  the  nobleft  method  of  proving 
^  say  afic&ionate  regard  for  her  memory.. 
^She  even  added,  that  (he  hoped  her 

^dit 
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"  difembodicd  fpiric  miglic  be  pennitR 
"  to  witncfs  my  pcrfevcrancc  in  a  nw^e 
"  of  conduct,  the  knowledge  of  wh'ldi 
"  would  pcrf^ect  her  beatitude. 

"  Is  this  the  orlv  way  by  which  I  can 
"  now  prove  my  filial  reverence  to  the 
*'  t^ft  of  mothers,  and  fliall  I  fhrink 
*'  from  the  important  charge  ?  Even 
•'  your  claims  upon  rnc,  mv  dcireft  Gc- 
■  "  raldine,  are  annihilated  by  this  toperiof 
"  obligation.  You -^ ill  rejoice  to  hcariiul 
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^*  pcHcft  control  over  my  own  feelings ; 
^  I  vU^itdt  that  his  only  remaining 
^  Luqr  would  cndcavoor  to  fupply  the 
^phce  of  her  whom  Providence  had 
^  ffoiovcd  to  a  bettf^r  world.  My  fa- 
■*  dicr  viewod  me  with  ferene  delight, 
^  aadj  aa  wc  walked  home^  he  told  me 
**  that  I  was  indeed  his  comforter,  and 
**  worthy  of  my  excellent  mother. 

*'  His  praiie  is  a  cordial  to  my  heart. 
**  WUk  fhc  livtd,  I  thought  my  con- 
^  dnft  IV  *  daughter  not  blameable ;  but 
^  now  that  Ihe  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
^  my  attention,.  I  find  infinite  occafion 
**  lor  (elf-reproach.  The  thought  that 
*'  we  have  paid  the  lad  offices  to  a  be- 
*  loved  objeft  is  inconceivably  painfuL 
^  It  turns  the  mind  to.  a  retrofpeAive 
^  ^w  of  its  pait  fentiments ;  and  the 
^  remembrance  of  cafual  negledls  and 
^  inadvertent  exprcQions  is  torture.     If 

''  thouj  my  mother !  co'uldft  arife  from 

"  thy 


40  A  TALE  OP  THE  TIMISi 

"  thjr  earthy  bed,  how  would  thy  Locj 
"  icek  to  endear  thy  renewed  cxifteace 
"  by  redoubled  attentions  and  nunc 
•'  ftcady  virtues  !  Pardon,  thoii  dw* 
•*  faiDt  I  my  imperfed  duty  j  I  mDd 
*•  enjoy  the  thought  that  thoa  an  p«- 
**  fcnt,  and  confcious  of  thoft  Gghs  and 
"  tears  which  I  generally  conceal  from 
**  every  other  eye. 

'•  Do  not  think,  my  dear  GeralJinc, 
*'  (hat  J  (hall  ever  forget  the  parnculits 
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^  ikfetyy  my  Geraldine  i  you  are  blefled 
with  a  daughter.  Your  vfeful  life  is 
Q>ared  to  your  huiband^  your  infant, 
•^  .••  your  father,  yoOr  friends,  your  country. 
^  It  is  a  general,  a  public  benefic :  but 
^'  let  your  dgeAed  Lucy  lift  her  gratefi^ 
^  voice  amid  the  univerfal  joy,  and 
^^  adore  that  kind  Providence  which  iaa  . 
^preferved  her  from  fbrtlxr  depriva^^ 
*•  tions* 

. .  *•  We  fliaH  meet,  my  beloved  friend, 
*^  and  I  truft  foon.  Sir  William  ha» 
^  juft  left  us.  He  is  in  raptures  at  this 
^^  event,  though  a  little  inclined  to  re«« 
'*  gret  that  he  has  not  a  grandfon.  1^ 
*''  is  aU  for  the  beft,  he  fays  ;  he  doubta 
"  not,  when  he  fees  the  pretty  creature, 
^  he  Ihall  be  as  fond  of  it  as  he  was  o£ 
<^  his  own  Geraldine.  ^  I  took  it  a  little 
'<  hard,'  faid  he,  *  that  my  girl  did  not 
^  come  to   Powrerfcourt   at  the  time 

^'  prefixed  i  but  (he  will  now  being  the 

•*  dear 


«■  > 


<^'  fchcmC)  he  fays,  to  make  i»  dl  li 
**  together.  He  infifts  that  my  I 
^  and  I  (hall  liv:  with  you  at  the  m 
**  boufe  during  the  time  of  yotn 
<<  pcdled  vi(it«  He  fays,  he  can  < 
<'  Mr.  Evans  with  a  hitat  backgpari 
*^  and  that  it;  will  do  my  ipiiits  g« 
«^  have  a  great  deal  of  chase  wdf 
« ^  Don't  be  fo  eall  down,  u^  ddtt^ 
^  daughter/  he  coDtimxd^  «  mir^ 

<<  mortal  you  know ;  and  jfoor  godd 
^*  ther  is  now  much  happier  Atn  i 
<'  even  in  your  power  to  make  lin 
^  I  know  you  love  to  heli^« 
'<*  father^s  words  repeated  ¥rith;i3^ 
<<  genuine  benevolence  and  ficMfi 
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w,  and  his  kind  foliciiudc 
been  accended  with  coafiderable 
^  fldMnta^  It  ii  icnpoffibleto  cocw 
>1:  wrfe  vith  him  withooc  feeling  a  por** 
^  IKNi  of  faia  cnioc|uil  fpim  diffuled  imo  ^ 
^  eoK  omi  bolbmi. 

*  ^  AdficOt  dear  hKljrMonteith !— ^Ho^r 

*  I  Wag  lo*  fee  you  in  your  matronly 
^  fkmnOxTy  to  fold  your  lictle  babe  in 
*my  armsy  and  in  the  contemplation 
^  of  your  defervcd  felicity  to  lofe  for  a 
^  dme  the  recoUeSion  of  my  own  irre* 
""Mdiablcforrowsr 

Lady  Monteith's  recovery  was  rapid, 
^  he  was  foon  able  to  introduce  the 
tag  Durfery  to  the  eager  expedants 
tt  Fnwerfcourt.  Her  lord>  though  eK* 
^Arely  anxious  for  her  fafe  journey^ 
^  doatingly  f<Mid  of  his  little  moppet, 
^^Mdd  noc  accompany  them.  Bufinefs 
^cbe  greateft  importance  prevented 
Ufki  his  engagcflicnte  at  ftfhiog  parties, 
'  tl^  IS.  D  bowling 


^ 
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bowling  meetings,  and  cridcnj 
vfzn  fo  miRKroui,  thic  k  watal 
impoHibie  to  break  thenj.  "  Take 
"  the  grcatcftcarc  of  yourfcif,  therefore,' 
"  my  dear  Gcraldine,  till  I  can  come 
*'  and  take  care  of  you.  You  may  dc- 
"  pend  upon  it,  that  I  (hall  fetoffto 
•'  fee  your  father  aft  *  the  old  coutdtr' 
*•  of  the  Queen's,  the  firfi:  moment  I  am' 
**  difcngaged.forl  cannotlong  be  happy 
**  vathout  you.      By-thc-bye,  I  think' 


^ooin  6Ter  the  general  joy,  nor  the  re« ' 
peatcd  marks  of  gratefol  veneration  and' 
dfeftion  which  lady  M onteith  paid  to 
Ae   memory  of  her  detetfed   friends' 
We  will  foppole  that;  holding  by  her- 
Ijucy^a  arm,  'ibe  rificed  the  fpot  whrchr' 
contained  the  &cred  remains  of  her  loft 
monitreis  i  diat  fte  liftened  to  the  in^i^ 
aeiefting  narrative  of  her  ficknefi  and 
death,  and,  mingling  her  own  tears  with 
iboie  of  her  amiable  companion,   re^ 
peatcd  the  remembered  precepts  of  the 
guardian  of  her  youth,  and  enjoined 
vpoa  herfelf  the  imitation  of  her  virtues. 
The  reader  will  recoiled,  that  to  thefe 
dotiea  lady  Monteith  had  added  an  ad« 
^tkHial  bond— a  promife  given  to  the 
decaUcd^  •«  diat  if  her  friendfliip  could 
^  Evail,  her  Lucy  would  never  be  un« 
H-  happy.** 

•  It  will  alio  be  remembered,  that  Mr. 

^owtricooR  frequently  wrote  to  bia 

.     J    ^>    <  i>o  coufin» 
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(^pufiiit  and  that  lord  Mooteu^/v^  Juk 
viced  to  overlook  the  coirqlpwdri^ 
i^  fincerely  wiOied  Hcasj,  mXkfJi^ 
would  r^her  no^  have  his  wiCe,  jpilfjl^ 
any  man  iDlTcrable ;  and  wfac^  |ff  ,^c^ 
tp&cd  his  own  chancer  wi^j):^<t»^ 
fincmcnt  and  intdligence  Ti$b^(j|t|Q)ii| 
rival's  lettpri,  he  felt  »  lM;i^,ajpfcfnirti 
and  inclined  to  think  that  hat  i^oMUi 
tafle  was  more  congenial  to  lady  MflflH 
ttith's  than  his  own.     All  chcfe  italiw* 


)i  ■  •  ^  ■ 
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.left   to  her  own    obfcrvations,  which 
jKMDtcd  out  to  her  chat  Henry's  incrcav 
fing  viracicy  augured  well ;  and>  to  6oh « 
Jfirm  the  (atisfadion  widch  his  recovered 
diMrfiilBers  difffifed  over  her  miAd^  hh 
,  mi:  letttir  ApreflEbd  anjfitencioh  of  re*. 
tamtrtjg  so  England « by  the   route  df 
"Lower     Germany,     Switzerland^'  and 
Planderik 
.  It  waft  the  encouraging  hope  which 
Ihefe  circuniftances  fupplied,  and   not 
the  ftimulation  of   feminine  curioficy, 
Khat  induced  lady  Monteich  to  developb 
tier  friend's  ientiments  in  a  point  that 
Ittd  Utherto  beta  guarded  by  the  mod: 
fi^  fecrefy.    '  She  endeavoured  gra« 
^ally  to   lead  her  to  the  fubjed^  and 
liegan  by  eipatiating  on  the  beauties  of 
Monteith. '  "  My  lord/'  faid  (he,  «  has 
^  kindly  permitted   me  to  indulge  a 
**  thouland  little  whimfeys  in  embeUifh,^ 

•*  lag*  a  Ipot  eminently  indebted  to  na- 

D  3  •«  turct 
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*■  cure.  I  have  fet  upteiii|4eta 
•t  coves  out  of  nucnbcr.  Soatm 
**  folitary  mufings,  other*  for 
**  parties.  There  is  one,  of  «b 
**  hope>  Lucy,  you  will  be  yctf 
*'  and  that  we  fhall  fyend  mwv  I 
**  hours  there,  when  yo<|. come  .It 
*■  with  us  next  autumn. .  It  it  ije 
**  upon  a  plan  commumcated  \jif  I 
"  Powcrfcourt  i  be  took  it  tkom  4 1 
'  tiful  ruin  in  Campania.     It  j 
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*  .  ■ 

^  my  fiitbef's  Iptrits  will  allow  me  to 
'^  ipend  aext  lucuimi  with  youw  Buc 
^  you  mentioned  Mr.  Powerfcourt-^ 
***  I  hope  he  is  well.  When  did  you 
5liewofhii»r 

^  Very  lately/'   faid    the  counteft, 
;  ^wiiig  out  one  of  his  letters.      '<  He 

*  mites  in   excellent  fpirits^    and    he 
"  gives  us  hopes  of  his  foon  returning 

*  to  England.     I  hope,  Lucy,  you  will 

*  meet  him  at  Monteith/' 

'   •*  I  meet  him  !**  replied  Lucy,"  in  in- 

*Qta(ing  agitation. 

^  ■  .■*  Yes,  my  love— I  am  furc  you  will 

^^  have  a  (incere  pleafure  in  renewing 

;.    ^  your  acquaintance  with  an  old  friend. 

^  Iq  this  very  letter  he  exprefles  a  moft 

^  lively  concern  for  your  lofs,  and  a 

^  ftrong  folicitude  for  your  happinefs.*' 

^  You  were  always  a  little  inclined 

*  to  flatter,**  replied  Lucy,  with  a  fmile 
^bich  revived  the   idea  of  her  native 

•  D  4  figoi- 

i 
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.,,ouW>nrefr»«"'     .„„„fti„M^- 
.Pow^fto""'^.''";^  let  >..=  (»■'«'■ 
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^  ■  kn-lDro  ffA,  #bO(  betrayeil  bf 
ioezperience  to  unfoliciud  lort^  put* 
ixs  Mm  wicb  the  offer  of  an  uiuc- 
cqitcd  heart." 
*'  I  admire  your  lovely  pride,"  faiii 

m  couDtels.  "  Yet  my  friend's  deli- 
cacy need  not  be  hurt  When  1  decUr^ 
Aait,  as  nothing  but  a  pre-attachmenc 
would  have  made  me  inlenlible  to 
Henry's  merits,  it  is  my  moft  earncft 
wUh  that  file  may  reward  them." 
*■  How  reward  them,  lady  Mondeth  ? 
Can  a  forced  alliance  (and  pity  is  com-  ~ 
pullion  to  a  noble  mind)  reward  the 
genetbas,  firm,  felf-detiying  tirfues 
rf  Hirtj  PflWerfcodrt?  Shall  tht 
'dttli  «h&  6>uld  renounce  a  blediag 
Im  i^ole  foul  was  afdefif  to  poflcfs, 
tfVMi  wlMft  by  that  ronunciation  he 

'■  l^ofed  blmfelf  to  the  anger  of  the 
ffead  he  bcft  loved,  bt  linked  to  a 

'  MttM  iAio  ibwd  th<  Um  oedeltcaoy 
»  5  ?!  tt» 
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^  too  weak  to  reftrain  her  felfilh  pre^ 
».  fcrence  ?" 

*'.Cana  lively  fenfibUity  of  fuperior 
f«  goodoefs  efface  the  delicacy  of  your 
^  character  ?  No^  my  Lucy :  it  gives  to 
^'  it  a  more  interefting  actradion.  Yet 
•*  I  pcrfc&Iy  agree  with  you,  that  it 
'^  ought  to  be  kept  iecret  from  the 
"«♦  objeftof  your  regard  i  for,  till  Henry 
'^  is  juft  to  your  merits,  even  he  is  un* 
•*  worthy  of  you/* 

**  And  is  he  nor,  in  your  fcnfe  of  the 
**  word,  unjuft  ?'^ 

.  <^  I  own  that  his  heart  was  be(towe4 
^^  where  its  value  was  lefs  efteemec} » 
^*  but  fince  that  attachment  is  now  ut^ 
««  terly  at  an  end——** 

;  "  Go  on>  my  fweet  flatterer,  and  fay 
^^  in  plain  terms.  Now  that  I  am  man* 
^<  tied,  do  youj  Lucy>  come  and  meet 

*^<  the  iigreeabk  bachelor  at  Momeitb: 
c ,  •  "  ^  *^  throw 
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**    iboir  yonrlelf  ia  bis  way,  fiudjr  fan 

"   hamaan,  ind  try  a  perfuvle  bim  to 

"    Cike  a  ficde  aodce  of  jrou. — No, 

**    CenldiiKt  tbr  man  who  htt  loved 

"    you  win  not  ealilf  be  ciught  by  other 

**     lureii  and,  dearly  as  I  regtrd  you,  X 

"    dull  be  too  tcaacious  of  my  om 

.^-  lighcofpre-emiiicacfrtoadniitDfyoar 

.**   |>antcipation  of  my  huiband's  heart.'* 

••  Hi*  return   to  England,"  replied 

the  .countefs,  **  is  a  clear  proof  that 

■**  he.  can  view   me  with  indiOerence. 

"  Muft   the    man  who  has  been  un- 

**  fominate  in   his  firft  choice  neccf- 

'**  larily  remaio  for  ever  after  inren{i-« 

"  bic  to  female  merit  i  Surely,  Lucy, 

"  that  romantic  idea  was  never  incut- 

"  «ted  by  your  mother's  |)recepM." 

**  Such  a  change  is  not  abfolutcly 

."  impoffible ;  but  highly   improbable 

"  ia  the  prcfiyit  indance.    Obfcrve  the 

"  line  of  cooduft  which  I  mean  ficadily 

D  6  "  to 
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"  to  purTue  i  and  i  cwjore  jam  hf  oar 
«  friendO)ip>  and  your  wiOitt  Ar  as)^ 
**  hai^iners  do  not  attempc  to  a»K^ 
■*  me  deviate  from  ir.    I  fhdl  ia  Ae  , 

**  iirll  place  perlift  in  my  endcaraim  n^ 
**  conquer  a  preference  which  -pvpanfiSr 
**  to  be  always  irrecOQciletUe  «illia^ 
**  peace ;  and,  as  a  means  to  fbnwililUK 
<*  deftraUe  end,  neither  ia  yourkatfr  -''• 
**  nor  your  cooverfadon  do  yomt  myGt^  —■ 
"  raldinc,   introduce  the  painful  thcnie. 
.*(  I  will  neither  avoid   nor  leek  Mr. 
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**  ifae  perturiNidda  of  my  mind,  warn 
"*  toe  cif  the  duger  of  exciting  my  own 
"".fimire  remoric}  and  let  me  haftea 
**  faocic  n>  bide  mj  foUj  id  tMs  fotitude* 
^  •where  niy  mind  flull  foon  regain  it> 
**  loOf  energy  by  the  contemplation  of 
**  mj  mocher'i  Tirnes." 

:Sbe  chcn  prefented  lady  Monteitft 
'itfi  a  copy  of  verfea.  •*  Read,"  faid 
V»  <*  this  litde  tribute  to  filial  duty^ 
**  which  burft  from  my  heart  during  my 
"  lonely  walk  laft  night.  It  is  not  finilh- 
"  ed,  but  it  will  convince  you  that  I  am 
"  capiUe  of  more  wonhy  feelings  than 
**  the  weak  regrets  of  unrequited  love.'" 
Sojkying,  fhe  foddenly  left  the  countefs, 
^jwith  mii^lcd  admiration  and  regret^ 
ptrnled  the  foUowing  fragment : 

'    "^  iritl  I  wander  throtigh  thefe  mofs-gnvm 
^IccBtthe  grateful  fragraace  ofthcTe  flowers; 
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Still  wiU  I  pace  the  paths  her  footfteps  pr^'cH 
Sciil  watch  the  favour 'd  plants  her  culture  blefs'd; 
While  the  loud  throille  warbling  fills  the  grove, 
Miz'd  with  the  murmurs  of  the  melting  dove. 

•    WtrCf  when  the  fun's  declining  car  allows 
A  deeper  (hade  to  hover  o'er  the  boughs. 
Sweet  Philomel,  who  (hunn'd  the  '*  garilh  day/* 
Awakes  th*  enamourM  echoes  with  her  lay  ; 

0  Bird  I  bed  darling  of  the  Mu(e,  again 
Four  on  my  penCive  ear  that  thrilling  (train  ; 
Again  repeat  it  I—  Fancy  flinll  prolong 
Thy  notes,  and  give  expreflion  to  thy  fong ; 
Tell  what  deep  fwells  defcnbfe  parental  woe^ 
For  fevcr'd  love  what  fofter  defcants  flow  ; 
Sing  on — the  tender  fympathy  I  feel, 

For,  as  around  me,  night's  dun  (hadows  fteal^ 
Keen  retrofpedtion  every  fenfe  employs, 
And  gives  a  fubdance  to  departed  joys.   -' 

1  fee  thy  form,  my  honoured  mother !  glide 
Wrapt  in  a  filmy  mift>  and  fcarce  defcried  ; 
I  turn  delighted,  and  again  rejoice 

in  the  known  cadence  of  thy  filver  voice* 
O  ev^r-lov'd,  rever'd,  lamented !  fay,  f 

From  what  far  region  haft  thou  wing'd  thy  way? 
Charg'd  with  what  kind  injundion  art  thou  come. 
To  turn  my  footfteps  from  the  path- worn  tomb} 
Appear'ft  thou  in  difpleafure,  to  upbraid 
.  jio0ie  broken  promife,  or  fomc  rite  unpaid ; 

Or 
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OrUdDoJoiiniey'd  to  thii  dark'teiTeae» 
TonllkgleeRti  of  the  world  unlcen}— 
'tifaee  all— Lig^t  xepbjn  wan  the  trees,— 
'^■kat  the  glancing  boiigIu,aBd  riling  breeiey 
^UKtrnpreffioa  fadei  opoa  mj  brain, 
^  fifioa  dofti,  bat  mr  grifft.  muuB  1 


1^4     ^      ^  ^AL£  O^^ttlB  ttMlS. 
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Still  to  oHrfelvei  in  every  place  confignM* 
Our  own  felicity  we  make  or  find  • 
With  fecret  courfe  whik  no  loud  ftormi  annoys 
Glidef  the  fmooth  current  of  domeftic  joy^ 

GOLD«MITH» 

Among  the  various  means  employed 
by  Providence  tafoften  human  calamity^ 
none  ^re  more  eminently  beneficial  than 
the  opiates  which  time  adminifters  ca 
grief.      It  was   finely   obferved    by  a 
novclift,  (not  one  of  tlie  prcfent  fchool,) 
that  none  but  the  guilty  are  long  and 
completely  miferaUe.      In   vain   does 
the    foul,   while    labouring  under  the 
flrong  paroxyfms  of  calamity  or  dif- 
appointment,  renounce  all  acquaintance 
with  terreftrial  pleafures,  and,  like  the 
Hebrew  patriarcb>  rcfolvc  to  •*  go  down 
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'  ID  Ac  grave  mourning.^  Time  will 
bficn  the  poigiumqr  of  regret ;  a  Ben« 
jiiDin  may  arife  to  divert  affeflton  from^ 
^  grave  of  Jofeph,  and  the  tears  of 
^affittk  may  be  converted  to  thofe  of 
^.  This  fiippofirion»  however^  pre« 
Wfei  that  the  grief  did  not  ortgioace  in 
^depravity  of  the;  fuSerer.  Inter-* 
ndiag  years  may  render  vice  callous  or 
'fttaaent  i  but  the  ioipenetrabilicy  of  one 
4bH^  and  the  apprehenfivenefs  of  the 
^Atr,  are  alike  irreconcileable  with  the 
•Ueiof  bappine&  It  has  been  long  ac» 
'^Mriedged,  that  though  the  lofs  of  a 
^ktlBved  friend  feenvs  at  firft  the  moflr 
^j^rtable  of  all  calamtdes^  even 
'Aftiooate  miods  fooner  acquiefce  io 
^  dcprivadoos,  than  they  do  in  many 
^•fcer  kinds  of  diftrcfs.  This  may 
'^nicdroes  be  accounted  for  upon  rc« 
Ipoitt  principles  I  but  even  when  it 
docs  not  own  fuch  exalted  motives,  ic 

feemsi 
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fcems  fcvere  to  afcribe  il  to  ier\tj  t 
.difpofition.  Kxifting  in  the  tnidftofit 
(iying  world,  wc  Ihould  rather  em[d 
our  f;icuhies  in  excra^ing  itnproveni 
from  fcencs  of  morcaliiy;  tliaa  i 
them  in  unavailing  regret.  The  h 
offricndihip  is  not,  indeed,  diflbh 
by  death  j  yet  it  docs  not  impofe  inc^ 
fant  woe  on  the  furvivor,  who  mud  fi 
journey  through  the  fame  dark  wflffl 
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WKe  of  her  precepts.    The  high 

Die  cone  of  her  mind  would  have 

D  wounded   by  a  fuppormoni  that 

bwas  more  invulnerable  than  filial 

€%  fod  fhe  certainly  fo  far  fubdued 

CArly  preference  as   to  render  ic 

y  little  troublefoifte  either  to  herfelf 

ber  friends.     It  did  not  incapaci* 

\  her  for  any  duties^  nor  did  it  ab» 

b^  any  of  her  agreeable  properties. 

s.vifited  Monteith  in  a  few  months 

vt  her  mother's  deaths  and  delighted 

who  law  her  with  her  good  fenfe 

I  agreeable  vivadty.    She  even  met 

r.  Powerfcourt  without  betraying  her 

Rt  emodon  to  the  mod  fcrutinizing 

s»    She  received  him  without  either 

covering  ftrong  tranfport  or  adopting 

artificial  referve ;  and  (be  bade  hirh 

ra  with  a  voice  fo  little  tremulous^ 

teveo  lady  Monteith  coold  fcarcely 

eft  her  latent  emotion, 

Ic 
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It  may  be  for  the  advantage  of  all 
Jovc-fick  young  ladies,  who  fit  under 
vkoodbine  bowers  or  (hady  beeches,  or 
who  walk  by  moonlight  to  hear  nightin* 
gales  and  waterfalls^  to  learn  by  what 
means  Mifs  Evans  was  enabled  to  make 
f6  refpe(5table  a  defence  againft  the 
-purblind  archer.  In  the  firft  place,  (h« 
was  conftantiy  employed ;  in  the  fccond,^ 
Xhe  npver  indulged  in  the  dangerous 
pleafure  of  dwelling  on  the  name  and 
merits  of  her  beloved,  either  in  her 
tronvcrfation  or  in  her  letters,  nor  did 
ihe  ever  allow  herfelf  to  complain  of 
her  hard  lot.  To«  prevent  fach  repU 
ning,  Ihe  often  viiiced  the  abodes  of  reftl 
mifery,  and  her  attention  ^as  direSed 
to  that  courfe  of  ftudy  which  is  the  re» 
vcrfe  of  fentimental  refinement. 

Mr.  Powerfcourt's  (hort  refidencc  ac 
Monteith  did  not  indicate  a  revival  of 
that  (Irong  attachment  to  his   lovely 

CQU&a 
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Ifich  had  given  him  To  mucli 
elL  He  had  found  abfence  a 
pct&c.  Change  of  Tcenr,  ajid 
gobjcAs  of  purfuir,  had  coun- 
bie  cffcdt  of  love  upon  a  mind, 
|t>ugb  naturally  calm  and  con- 
K,  was  remarkably  fufccpEiblc 
MnprefTions,  and  addtfled  to  a 
baft  of  thought.  He  had  de- 
n  farther  advantages  from  his 
"His  capacious  underftanding 
pently  difpofed  to  receive  all 
movement  which  an  cxtenfive 
Wn  and  things  could  afford. 
of  fbcicty  wore  off  his  natural 
^tnd,  as  his  youthful  awkward- 
Vtwing  to  uncommon  diffidence, 
iVifcumftances  which  infpircd  a 
mnfcioufnefs  in  his  own  powers, 
ice  to  his  perlbn  and  elegance 
iddrefs.  Thus  improved.  Mils 
mighc    have  found    her  deter- 

mined  ^B 
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mincd  ftoicifin  an  ioefit&iil  defc 
it  had  been  long  expofed  to  ib  po 
an.  afiailanf.  It  ma^i  oa  the 
hand,  be  aiked,  if  Mils  Erau't 
was  not  equally  calculated  -to  co 
Henry,  that  female  attndioiii  m 
cinaic  in  more  than  one  form.  I  j 
alTcnt  to  the  fuggeftionj  but  di 
fence  of  lady  Montcith  did  not 
tlie  fair  difplay  of  Lucy's  powen 
'  lady  contributed  tohi 
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Wtfk  on  the  other  hand»  confcious 
JTfftigilicjr  of  new-formed  re(blu«> 

vas  preveficed  from  attending  to 
mAumis  of  MUs  Evans  by  a  fcru« 
i«acch(iilne(s  over  his  own  beartt 
ihoald  deviate  from  thofe  limits 
i  he  bad  prefcribed,  in  order  to 
K  lady  Montetth  from  occupying 
of  his  thoughts  than  common  ad« 
00  juftified  He  foundj  upon  this 
diat  her  wit  and  beauty  were  her 
XOraftions,  As  a  wife,  as  a  mother^ 
admirable  1— how  enchanting  as 
vflding  direftrefs  of  a  large  fa* 
i^how  intelligent  in  her  plea- 
"•how  prudent  m  her  benevolence  1 
MioDCeith  was  uncommonly  atcen^ 
ft  llilll^  and  Ihewed  a  ftrong  defire 
itoift  a  friendly  intimacy^     He 

/of  the  pleafures  of  the  chafe,  of 
pMtble  ibciety  of  many  gay  care- 
NiU  with  whom  be  fpcnt  feveral 

happy 
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liappy  hours.      Good  heavens !  could 
the  hiifband  of  Gerakjinc  relifh  fuch  low 
amufcmcnts,   and  be  wonhy  of  her? 
This   thought   kept  Henry  awake  one* 
ivholc  nighty  and  the  next  morning  he 
determined  to  fct  off  on  a  tour  to  the 
Hebrides.      Lord    Monteith  earneflJy 
prefled  him  to  take  his  caftle   ia   his 
return,  and  tempt^  him  by  offering  to 
introduce  him  to  a  party  who  propo(ed 
fpending  a  month  in  hunting  the  red 
deer  among  the  Grampian  hi]ls»    Mr. 
•Powcrfcourt  determined  to  avoid  every 
opportunity    of    drawing    comparifons 
dangerous  to  hb  integrity^  and  propo(ed 
going  to  Ireland  in  his  way  back,  with 
an  intention  of  paying  a  long-Jntended 
vifit  CO  a  particukr  friend. 

The  attachment  of  the  Monteiths  to 
their  northern  refidence  fcemed  to  in-^ 
creafe.  My  lord  was  fometimea  re« 
laftantly    fopced   by    the    unavoidable^ 

I  prcfliirc 
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!pi^flbK  of  {arltamentry  bufmefs  to  viQt 
LonkMb'  MMi  tb;  countefs  generallf  em- 
vfanced  disc  (^)poitunity  of  paying  her 
!  -dii^  at  Power^oorc.  She  once  accoin- 
L  ptaded  her  lord  n>  London,  wh^re 
t.;^jr  Anbelb,  who  was  fttll  ifpiring  tt> 
Mk  cbanfier  of  a  fir[t<rate  tosft,  was 
■Bnified  u  the  appeannce  of  rUralry  with 
fWiidi  the  undiminilhed  charms  of  her 
lovelf  fifter  threatened  her,  even  in  her 
Vm  demdn.  Prabably  this  vifit  would 
Ikve  proved  &tal  to  all  the  fond  terthk 
•f  afiedion  which  lady  Arabella's  letteii 
tad  contlantljr  expreflcd,  had  not  family 
tenoay  been  preferred  by  the  alarming 
llaefi  of  lady  Monteith's  elded  daughter 
who  was  teft  in  Scotland,  which  fum-^ 
JOBned  the  affrighted  mother  from  the 
IttDna  of  pleafure  to  the  bed  of  para; 
^he  child  jboQ  recovered  under  her 
inicb&l  eye,iu)d>  though  not  infenGble 
fD^dtt  blandiflinkeiits  ai  adulation  and 
■ '  TOi..  II.  B  the 


She  was  by  this  time  the 

three  daughters,  all  promifing 

.Tbc  wpeMcd  difappoimmeni 

onie  ifluie  foroewhti:  difcoi 

lord,  yet  the  c)Mgria  wa»  w 

minant  as  to  caofe  any  di 

his  attachment  to  hb  hdf . 

taught  him  that  her  unvane 

was  ncceflary  to  hi^  happii 

never  occured  to  him,  dial- 

pleafures  and  purfuits  were  i 

snents  to  hers.  Widi  too:litl 

ever  to  attend  to  his  owd-m 

too  little  judgment  to  .apf 

MM'nr's  refined  excellence. 


AViUortaw  null.     '  yf 

JOtM  ibiAuxl:  aad-vbo  Kuiwng  the 
•Mkorjliexa*atioa,wiD  a>ncrqvert,tli«t 
itfimg,  aba  .dKyilmr  that  hu  I»^ 
JRirnntiadiAtdbim.  ndiKTerfoiiivl 

m1  flnll Jem  ;to  ithcJcndaienul  fjart 

pTdi^.nMden  -tbe  t«(k  of  commenting 

|RAe,(ei&Qjaclktnd.iAdeg)incc  of  lor4 

jKmtnth's  cbiEifter.f    for,    doubtUf;, 

J^hiTcloog  ago  Obferved,  that  hu 

ffitd  was  caft  in  too  grofs  a  mould  to 

Jinn.t|ie, proper  counterpart  of  Geral- 

■jk^li.tad.l  am.Rady  lo  allov,  that 

|jje.<iiffinubrity  muft  be  £ual  to  that 

Lfttidtr*  ^  reliiltaf  a  perfcft  con- 

ifhufte  and  ieotiment;,  which  i« 

L7a4)e  reward  of  hcrpts  and  heroine^ 

^■kI  k  Somedtaa  realized  on  the  (bge 

'JDf  life.      Such  marked  dirproportion 

llftinJs  an   unaofwerable  argument  to 

a  youi^'Udj  of  ftrong  feeling 

s»  fiwn 


'4 


as  an  cxcufe  for  married  wi 

unlefs  fome  moral  defect  or 

^cnHaiity  iri  temper  be  fupcn 
fibiUty  may  ^fl»  that  the  ftoc 

happinefi  may  receive  eyei 
additioni  but  judjgment  witll 
and,  eftimating  it$  own  red 
adverting  to  thelotofoih 
leafonsfbr  content,  pardcul 
lity  whifper  fomewhat  W  v 
fcious  deficiencies.  I  fpe*l 
wetchednefe,  not  of  a  mom 
'of  a  confirmed  train  of  thii 
a  fiidden  refieftion  which 
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tfnqfiqg'Adeon  in  rhe  veftments  of 
ApoDo.    The  difcoveiy  was  painful  to 
^fimty*  which  had  taujght  her  credu- 
ftf  to  believe^  that  love  and  beauty  are 
w  tnie  alchymifts  that  can  tranimute 
die  bafeft  xnetals  into  the  purcfl:  gold. 
;  ftt  the  ianguine  hopes  of  youth  do  noc 
,  vk  under  one  difappointment.    Her 
fad  poflefled  many  good  qualities^  and 
Ae  uncontrolled  power  which  he  gave 
ha  over  his  fortune  allowed  her  to  exe-^ 
cvtt  every  fcheme  that   her  liberality. 
figgefted^  and  purfue  her  own  tafte  in 
10  fiilleft  eztentj  provided  fhe  fpared 
Um  the  irkfome  ta(k  of  being  obliged 
n  pay  attention  to  her  plans.     As  to 
aoyidea  of  being  impeded  in  the  execu« 
tion  of  his  own,  the  yielding  gcnrlenefs 
of  Udy  Momcith  preferved  her  from 
making  the  mad  attempt,  which  could 
only  have  been  compared  to  *'  drinking 
^  up  Eifel^  or  eating  a  crocodile.'^ 

B3  If 
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If  the  fuggcnions  of  htcnt  pride, «« 

to  call  it  by  ixs  foftcr  name,  conrcVni 
iuperiority>  fomctimci  kd  her  to  tluk 
that  fhe  mfght  hare  a»de  ■  i 
genial  choice,  returning  trnderneft  b 
her  flart  from  the  injurious  I 
and  fly  to  her  colony  or  her  pisnutio 
'which,  prefcnting  the  idea  of  her  loi 
indulgence,  never  failed  to  inrpire  c 
placency.     The   future   was  an  i 
field  for  hope,  and  flic  filled  it  wi 
mod    agreeable    images.      She   ■ 
mined,  by  flriflly  attending  to  the  < 
cation  of  her  daughters,  to  bend  tl 
duftile  minds  to  fuch  purfuits  as  « 
enable  her  to  find  thofe  colloquial  p 
fores  in  her  maternal  charadcr. 
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InULuifiiie'  fooochf  to  the  contem* 
BMIi^  ber  Lucy -s  approaching  hap* 
phefc  which  cverjr-  day  rendered  more 
pioUikt  Ueniy  DOW  generally  refidcd 
K- fowerfcourt.  His  filial  attentions 
f/in  igftoiblr  manners  enlivened  fir 
ItaKin*^  dccUoiiig  years  I  and  his  fre^ 
IpMKopportiiBtties  of  obferving  Mifi 
Imm  QoniFinced  the  countefs  that  her 
Ihhfed'  friend  would  gradually  make 
Aik  conqueflr  {o  important  to  her  repofey 
^Jbt.  manner  which  her  drift  fcnfe  of 
ilcacy  and  propriety  required. 

Bonding  under  the  enfeebling  load  of 
^1  but  ftill  tranquil,  (bcial>  and  be- 
NKoknCt  the  viQts  of  his  beloved  daugh* 
fcr  fbemed  to  renew  fir  Williani  Pow- 
irfboQrt's  frail  exigence.  Her  counter 
luce  always  befpoke  happinefs,  and  he 
brgave  the  negligent  inadvertencies 
'ifible  in  lord  Monteich*s  behaviour  to 
lumfelf.     '*  Old  men  and  young  lords/* 

E  4  laid 
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fatd  he,  "  can't  be^ipefted  tp 
«*  another ;  but  twit  kind  m  ff 
«  and  .that  b  fuflSdent." 

I  have  now  delcribed  AtoSt-t 
lady  Monteith't  If^.io  wludli 
by  the  propereftimateoftemftii 
fte  might  be  t 
An  artfiil  ieducer  'Cambi 
floafter-paflion  rcTcifai  Ac 
proJpcAs.  and  produced  fbfaf 
the    following    pigei    mil    d 
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CHAP.  xxn. 

Rorio  fpcakf ^  tvliat  Tirgiii  could  withftaadf 
blHrnon  ^id  notfqoeeze  ber  haud  ? 
vyiog  Ttniciety  from  tvoy  part, 
Uft  the  moving  toyfliop  of  their  heartf 

«^  with  wigf,  with  fwordknott  fwordknott 

■ 

mift  bttutj  and  coaches  coaches  drive* 

POPB. 

LB  lady  Monccich  exerted  all  the 
s  of  her  mind  to  enjoy  fame  and  to 
t  happinefsj  and  her  beloved  Lucjr 
.purfued  the  humbler  but  furer  path 
afciemioufly  endeavouring  to  dif- 
:.her  duty  to  God  and  man^  hdy. 
Ua  Macdonald^  already  embarked 
;  fea  of  gaiety  and  di(npation>  ap- 
all  her  thoughts  to  the  attainment 
^  doubtful  blefUngSj  a  hufband  and 
net. 

iDterefted  love  is  always  a  ver/ 
itc  topic  with  youth  and  beauty. 

£  5  After 
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After  a  fly  obfcrvation^  that  pretty  little 
Geraldine  might  owe  fome  attraftions 
to  Powerfcourt  manor,  fhe  entreated 
diat  her  aunt  would  cautioufly  fupprefi 
die  communioation  of  her  intended  U^ 
berality ;  and,  by  hinting  that  joinciirea 
always  reverted  to  the  fiimily  from  which 

they  were  granted,  leave  her  to  dq)end 
upon  her  own  radiant  eyes  for  procuring 
a  (pleridid  eftablifliment.  Oroondaces 
himfelf  mud  feel  fome  increafe  of  rap^ 
ture,  if,  while  his  bride  curtefied  to  him 
afber  the  performance  of  the  marriage 
ceremonyi  ihe  at  the  iame  time  whif^ 
pered  to  him,  that  (he  was  the  acknow* 
iedged  heirefa  of  four  thoufand  a  year# 
But  if  lady  Arabella's  hufbuihd  had  any 
^rk  of  Oroondates'  gallantry,  his  rap^ 
ture  would  folely  refolt  from  the  delicate 
fefcrve  of  the  lady,  and  he  would  un- 
doubtedly reply,  *<  Wealth  cahnot  add 
;<  to  the  tranfport  1  feel  in  calling  you 

'•  minct 
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». '  Employ,  the  gaudy  coys  you. 
^'tteodon  in  whatever  way  you  pleafe ; 
^  Aiey  will  be  no  otherwile  welcome  to 
^'fliei  than  fs  they  promioce  your  fatif* 
'^;tti6n.i  for  your  heart  is  the  only 
I^Mflire  which  I  wifli  to  reuin/' 
'  JhAgea  of:very  remote  antiquity  lovers 
■Iglbc  calk  in  this  fiyle ;  but  as  all  au« 
icBDc  memorials  of  thefe  periods  are 
HriHqppily  loft,  (ceptics  are  inclined  to 
doubt  the  aftual  exiftence  of  fuch  very 
fifioterefted  heroifm.  Poor  lady  Ara* 
Uh  found  that  the  fwains  who  flouriflied 
h  Ae  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century 
^fot  of  a  very  different  order  of  beings. 
Ibcdving  that  the  firft  London  winter 
poduced  more  ftarers  than  adorers,  fhe 
boot  for  Bath.  Here  Cupid  in  vain 
CQodmied  to  (hoot  his  arrows,  from  her 
<fti}  the  apadiy  of  diffipation,  more 
ijVtiloerable  than  the  fliield  of  Minerva, 
Ittaded  die  intended  victims.    Idle- 

JB  6  ncis 
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ncls  is  faid  to  be  the  mother  of  Love ; 
but  not  the  idlcnefs  of  public  pUccj. 
The  lounging  beaus,  as  they  fauntcred 
arm  in  arm  along  the  rooms,  occafiunillf 
cheered  her  fpirics  with  a  palling  **  How 
*•  d'ye  do,"  and  then  joined  in  proicftinE;, 
*•  that  (he  wasati  immcnfc  fine  girl,  and 
*'  that  it  was  a  Ihame  her  father  Iiad  not 
"  lefc  her  a  fortune."  The  convcrfatiwi 
generally  i 
repulfivc 


ler  a  fortune."  The  convcrfatJoa    , 
ly  concluded  with  a  laugh  at  the 
'c  ftate  of  lady  Madelina,  whid)  J 
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SSi.  Fhelim  O'Coimaught,  a  very 
cfiaMbk  and  very  ajliduous  Irifh  gen- 
mmi  o(  good  ftmily,  and  unqueftioo* 
fe  hooour.  Though  lady  Arabella 
d  iHTDiefted  that  fhe  never  would  fur- 
ider  to  «oy  thing  beneath  a  coronet, 
t  Phelim's  addrefles  were  fb  perfcAly 
qrfbdical,  that  her  heart  feetned  to  flut- 
y^rhCB  at  tins  critical  period  its  tran* 
alHty  was  re-eftablilhed  by  the  appear- 
ceof  Ibme  very  ungenteel  company- 
mean,  a  couple  of  Iberiff's  officers.  Sir 
Klim  was  fo  {hocked  at  the  audacity 
fuch  low  villains  intruding  upon  the 
dBtt  of  gentlemen,  that  he  was  never 
»  abroad  after  their  arrival.  It  after- 
ndi  appeared,  that  his  attachment  was 
%  fo  perfeAly  difinterefted  as  has  been 
ppofed  I  for  that  he  had  acquired  fome 
toiricdge  of  the  difpofal  of  lady  Ma- 

Lady 
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■» 

JUdy  Arabella  joined  in  the  lat^ 
agiinft  her  quondam  adorer^  and  dr- 
darcd^  that  diough  ceitatnly  he  was 
vttf  fpectousj  (he  had  found  him  ouc 
in  an  inftanr,  and  was  detnxnined'  ta 
divert  herfelf  with  the.  fellow's  ridiculous 
ways*  She  alfo  addfd^  that  this  was 
another  proof  how  prudent  it  was  ia 
ladies  of  fbmme  to  cmceal  their  expeA^ 
fidonsi  for  ^x^^te^^^  wealth  was  always  ex- 
poled  to  degrading  folicitations. 

The  winter  campaign  opened  with 
cdat.  A  noble  earl,  whofe  afiairs  wert 
a.litde  deranged^  laid  (iege  in  form,  and 
she  conteft  feemcd  to  prediA  a  happy 
ifliie,  had  not  lady  Madelina  put  the 
young  general  prematurely  to  the  rout 
by  inquiring  after  his  rent-roll.  Poor 
Arabelkfelt  a  liule  piqued  i  but  no  mat* 
tar  s-^-thcfe  were  her  happicft  days  s^ 
ihe  loved  libercy^  detefted  reilraint,  and 

dancedj 


r^  ■*  !■ 
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danofidt  liiig^^  and  vifited  more  dian 


The  defeAkm  of  the  noble  earl  was 
icputd  bf  the  attendance  of  two  ad* 
jOBtfiy  ft  vifbount  and  a  private  gentle^ 
^wniy  who  ftarted  in  the  career  of  ho« 
jiooralde  love  at  the  fiitne  inftant.  Hi- 
dleno  her  ladjfhtp  had  been  rather  un-> 
fiminate  in  the  charaAer  of  her  adorers; 
boc  her  indecifion  in  the  prcfcnt  inftance 
proved  that  (he  was  aftuated  by  motives 

widely  different  from  the  defire  of  con- 
nnbial  happinefs.  Lord  Fitzolbome  was 
an  emaciated  viftim  to  licentious  pur* 
ftio  ;  Mr.  Stanley  was  a  youth  of  great 
pcmnilcs  educated  under  the  aufpices 
of  a  worthy  &ther«  The  aim  of  the 
fermer  was  to  repair  his  (battered  for-* 
looes  and  to  gratify  his  felBfh  vanity  by 
cdubidng  to  die  world  a  fine  young 
woman  in  the  charafter  of  his  wife.  The 

ktlcr  fimght  domeftic  tranquillity :  the 

beauty 


/ 
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beauty  of  lady  Arabella  had  caught  hifi^ 
eye ;  her  reported  expectations  far  e:&- 
ceeded  what  his  father  would  require  in 
pecuniary  affairs ;  andj  fuppofing  that  a^ 
young  wonvan  muft  imbibe  every  virtue 
under  the  aufpices  of  a  perfoii  of  lady. 
Ma^elina's  ftridt  decorum,  he  called  her 
levity  innocent  gaiety^   her  affedation 
Iprightlinefs  of  manner;  and,  fincerely 
vorfhipping  the   image  he  had  fet  up». 
he  ardendy  folicited  his  charmer's  heart... 
Though  my  difcoverics   have   enabled 
my  fagacious  readers  to  conclude,  that 
the  unfortunate  Stanley  was   in    purfuit 
of  a  nonentity,  an  impalTioncd  lover  could 
not  perceive  that  nothing  but  the   ad- 
verfc  weight  of  a  coronet  prevented  the 
nodding  fcale    from  preponderating  in 
his  favour.     True  to  the  firft  objedt  of 
her  youthful  defires,  even  the  unworthi- 
nels  of  the  giver  could  not  in  her  idea 
invalidate  the  gift.    But  the  progrels  of 

my 
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ny.hiftivjr  now.calli  lAe  &om  the  pQr- 
tcunne  of  fiifbionible  love  to  the  de6- 
■idoa  of  polite  frieodlhtp. 
.  Tboogh  lad^  Arabella  had  very  little 
^Ac  ientimcntal  io  her  charader,  (he 
■^igofcd,  the  bleffiog  of  a  bofom  friend, 
^  aoquHntance  witH  Mifs  Campley 
(panenoed  at  her  lirft  arrival  in  Lon- 
im.  They  drefled  in  the  fame  uniform* 
vnt  CO  the  fame  parties,  laughed  at  the 
MK  qinzzcSt  and  flirted  with  the  fame  . 
Kius.  But  Mifs  Campley,  being  the 
■controlled  miftrcfs  of  her  own  actions, 
fynd  to  a  charaAer  which  fome  re- 
ftnfiions  of  Lady  Madelina's  prevented 
lier  uece  from  adopting ;  I  mean,  that 
ofa  daflier.  She  drove  four  in  hand, 
Ud  wagers,  ran  in  debt,  played  at 
tbatOf  and,  though  inBnitely  inferior  to 
krfliend  in  beauty,  certainly  laid  cl^m 
b  greater  tafte  aod  fpirii. 

As 
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As  the  ladies  had  ncvrr  intrffwed  m 
earh  other's  conqiitfts,  thrir  fricndRrip  i 
was  Bxrd  as  adamant.  To  own  dw 
truth,  conqucll  and  Harriet  Cample/ 
were  no  longer  fynonimoiu  tenni.  Tht 
gcnikman  had  long  been  more  drfirooi 
of  winning  her  money  than  her  hearti 
and  even  few  knighc-erranu  would  hno 
poITefled  fufficient  courage  and  difiiil» 
refted  gencroftcy,  to  rcfcue  a  dlftreflcd 
damfel  from  the  harpy  talona  ofifae  Iw*  '| 


tied  death  of  m  onl;  fmnber 
her  .profpcds  from  the  gloom 
ofiarjiffUbn  to.  pkafure  and  affluence. 
.  Londr  Fitzoiborne  had  known  MUs 
Cjimf^ . from  her  earlieil  youth;  he 
IM^oAtn:  been;at  her  parties,  and  had 
ViMf  her  monef  withonc  wiihing  for  a 
IftdiM  oonncsion'i  but  (he  now^  ftruck 
•iaoi^nich  more  mterefting  point  of 
I  do  not  mean  to  infinuate^  that 
JftTidiought  her  mourning  was  particu^ 
Inlf  becoming^  and  fuited  to  her  coram 
llndoa  s  his  lordfhip's  tafte  led  him  ta 
porfiie  more  folid  advantages  than  a  fee 
tC  features  can  promifc.  He  was  an 
eaeeOcnt  calculator  1  and,  though  he  too 
noH  tinderftood  the  charadcr  of  his  pre* 
tec  miflrefs  to  fear  the  ultimate  fucceis 
of  VSm  rival;  he  laid  fo  much  ftrefs  upon 
thewraAions  of  old  dowagers,  and  the 
fiiftjF  of  vows  of  widowhood^  that  he 
OBo&iered  three  thoufand  a- year  in  im- 
mediate 


1 
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mediate  poiTeilion  as  better  than  four 
thoufancf  in  reverdon.  But  while  he 
continued  rather  unrefolved,  the  goue 
fixed  in  lady  Madclina's  foot^  and  her 
phyfician  congratulated  her  upi^  aa 
event  which  \yould  infallibly  add  at  leaft 
twenty  years  to  her  life.  His  lordihip 
waited  for  no  other  inducement  to  pay 

his  devoirs  at  the  (brine  of  the  other 
divinity.  Mifs  Campley's  yielding-gen- 
tfenefs  forgave  pad  flights ;  and  in  lefs 

than  a  month  lady  Araballa  received 
bride-cake  and  favours  from  the  vif* 
countefs  Fitzofborne. 

This  certainly  was  provoking ;  but 
the  faithful  Stanley  was  a  furc  refource^- 
Here  again  lady  Arabella's  evil  genius 
met  her  to  blaft  her  projefts.  Mr. 
Stanley  was  not « quite  fo  much  in  love 
as  to  lofe  all  his  powers  of  obfervation. 
His  charmer's  condudt  had  been  at  lead 
doubtful.  The  encouraging  fmilcs  which 

had 
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lid  faetmcd  full  upon  him  ever  Gno6 
lie  vilcount's  derclidibiii  were  too  fuf- 
picioiit  to  be  completely  fafcinating; 
md  he  thought  a  journey  into  the  coun-^ 
Bry  would  at  leaft  Oiow  his  miftrefs,  that 
he  was  not  one  of  Cupid's  tame  votaries* 
hi  lib  tike*leave  vifit  he  made  fome 
fanhcr  dilcoveries  into  her  ladyfhip's 
cbiraders  and  while  he  made  his  final 
bow^  his  regret  at  his  difappoincment 
ms  foftened  by  the  confciournefs  of 
efcaping  that  word  of  evil?,  a  difllpated 
nnprincipled  wife. 

Lady  Arabella  had  charming  fpirits. 
She  laughed  at  the  vanity  of  the  men- 
creatures  who  fuppofed  themfelves  ojf 
ooafequence;  and  intimating,  that 
Aoi^h  (he  had  private  reafons  for  re- 
jefiing  Lord  Fitzofborne,  they  were  not 
of  a  nature  to  influence  her  deareft 
Harriet's  choice,  Ihe  waited  with  im- 
fideoce  for  the  return  of  the  bride  and 

bridegroom 


/ 
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bridegroom  to  town.  She  Bew  to  mdu 
the  wedding  vifit,  gave  in  her  cird,  mi 
admitted,  and  congratulated  the  tappT 
pair  in  terms  cquall)'  fincere  with  the 
profelHons  of  efteem  and  fncndOi^ 
which  (he  received  in  return.  The  vit 
countcfs  now  infifted  that  Ihe  fliOuW  be 
her  conftant  viGtor,  and  flrongly  urged 
her  not  to  mope  herfelfac  home  diuiog 
her  aunt's  confinement.  Lady  ArabclU 
declared,  that  her  ladylhip  was  tbe  onlf 
good  Chriftian  diat  Ibc  had  talked 
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mndmt  cheag^ofcoryoaiidher 
mf9n.  JMf  Fitzofbome's  fpeech 
I?  no  explanation  i  but  the  wit  of 
UkmbdhPt  retort  confiftcd  in  jui 
■ft  to  tk  circumftance  of  her 
frkadfs  being  ten  jearsiolder  thao 
K 

hrMf  ndowere  conftantly:  togrther* 
pc  iriieb  the  myfteries  of  Pharo<iai« 
i «  temporary  fepararion.  I  have 
dy  fiud»  that  lady  Madelina*s  (c^re 
»nib  reftrided  fome  of  her  niece's 
enfitiet  i  but  this  was  not  the  only 
;  that  prevented  Arabella  from 
I  caught  in  that  ruinous  vortex 
I  whole  fatal  contaft  peace  and 
mr  muft  never  hope  to   efcape* 

T'i^zofbome  was,  fince  his  mar* 
s,  become  a  man  of  charaAer,  a 
r  of  decorum,  and  a  contiderate 
rver  of  pecuniary  advantages.  For- 

lUdom  beftowi  her  gifts  fingly» 

and 


/ 
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md  fince  her  acceffion  to  her  brother's 
^ftate,  his  lady  had  an  amazing  run  of 
luck.  She  was  not  only  able  to  dis- 
charge her  own  debts  of  honour,  but  to 
-pay  fome  of  his  ;  and  this  was  the  only 
circumftance  which  could  at  all  recon- 
cile his  notions  of  propriety  with  her 
infraftion  of  the  laws  of  her  country. 
His  thoughts  were  now  turned  to  the 
4idvantagjeous  eftablifhment  of  his  bro- 
ther Edward  Fitzofborne,  who  had  re- 
fided  many  years  abroad  upon  the  limi^* 
ed  portion  of  a  younger  Ton.  His  lord* 
Ihip  had  been  aflfured  by  many  refpeft- 
able  travellers^  (hat  this  young  gende* 
man  was  an  honour  to  his  name,  pof- 
fcfled  of  elegant  manners^  uncommon 

erudition,  and  an  irreproachable  cha* 
jafter :  that  he,  appeared  in  the  firfl: 
circles^  correfpondcd  with  the  firft  lite- 
rary charadters  of  the  age,  and  was  fit- 
ted to  move  in  the  moll  exalted  fpbere. 

The 
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nie4iobk  Tiicounc's  fraternal  tender- 
Kfiyorocd  at  die  recital.  He  deter- 
■ined  to  (end  for  him  to  England,  to 
get  Ufli  inio  parliament,  to  pufli  him  in 
hi  worldj  and  to  marry  him  to  a  for- 
■K.  It  iras  with  a  reference  to  this 
h%D  that  Jie  prohibited  the  vifcountds 
rafai  imtiicing  her  friend  in  her  private 
■jflcnet* 

Mr    Fitzofbornc  received  his  bro« 

iher'a  fummons  to  England  with    re- 

ptt,  and  begged  that  he  might  be  per- 

nitted  to  remain  ■■  at   Paris,  where   he 

Ms  juft  then  contemplating  the  fublime 

^cfiacle  of  a  great  nation  emancipating 

idelf  from  the   fetters  of  tyranny  and 

fiqperftinon.    It  was,  he  faid,  his  wifh 

ID  continue  abroad,  to  watch  the  pro* 

fft&  of  events  that  would  enlarge  his 

ttiiid,  and  render  him  dill  worthier  of 

Ae  office  of  a  Bridlh  legiflator.  .  The 

pttr^  whofe  ideas  were  equally  liberal, 

VOL,  ir.  F  granted 
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granted  the  requeft;  and^  depending 
upon  his  own  watchfulnefs,  and  the 
chicanery  of  his  lady,  to  prevent  the 
glittering  gold-filh  that  he  wilhed  to 
entrap  from  efcaping  their  net,  he  per- 
mitted Mr.  FitzofbQme  to  profecute 
his  (tudies,  till  the  coercive  meafures 
which  democracy  was  compelled  tx> 
adopt  obliged  even  the  lovers  of  free- 
dom  to  take  (helcer  in  the  legal  def- 
potifm  of  Old  England. 
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CHAP.  xxin. 

■■        i^Tb  not  inpoflible 

•M  tht  wkkcd'ft  ciitiff  00  the  ground^ 

f  Am  tt  ft]r,  at  grave,  at  jull,  at  abiolaii» 

Aagrio}  ereo  ib  may  Asgelo 

H  Ua  dreffiagty  eharaftti  titlet»  formt, 

01  ucb  WUain* 

SiiAictPSAai. 

Y  Arabella  was  with  her  dear  Har- 
rhen  Mr.  Fitzofborne  unexpe6bedly 
:d.  He  had  narrowly  efcaped  the 
idne,  had  paflfed  the  Tea  in  a  fifti-^ 
OAty  and  had  encountered  fo  many 
I   that    his    admiration    of    that 

ricious  liberty  whofe  diftinguifh- 
X)de  is  equality  of  wretchedness, 
rather  abated.  <*  Hair-breadth 
»"  arc  very  interefting  to  moft 
I  and  Mr.  Fitzofborne 's  powers 
itadon  were  unrivalled.    His  per- 

F  2  foa 
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fon  had  every  charm,  his  manner  every 
advanuge.  Lady  Arabella  looked, 
liftened,  admired,  and  went  home  vaftly 
rejoiced,  chat  fuch  a  delightful  young 
man  had  efcaped  the  odious  democrats. 
The  next  morning,  at  an  early  hour, 

lady  Fitzofborne  ruflied  into  her  friend*s 
dre(fing-room.  ^<  Enchanting  news  ! 
*«  my  dearcft  Bella,'*  faid  (he;  <*  we 
'**  fliall  never  more  be  diftreflrd  for 
"  want  of  a  cecifbeo.  My  lord  has 
**  aflced  Edward  to  live  with  us  till  he 
**- forms  an  eftablifliment  of  his  own. 
**  Is  not  he  a  divine  fellow  ?  And  this 
**  morning  he  looks  more  rcfiftlcfs  than 
•*  ever.  Such  fpirit  1  fuch  information  ! 
•*  it  would  have  been  a  (hamc  to  have 
"  had  him  confounded  with  a  parcel  of 
*•  emigrant  dcfperadoes.  He  fpokc 
"  very  fine  things  of  you,  my  dear  j  he 
••  fcems  quite  ftruck,  I  affure  you.  If 
«*  you  were  but  a  little  more  Greek  in 
"  your  drapery,  he  declared,  you  would 

"  have 
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Invr  pat  him  in  mind  of  La  Liberte 
im  die  day  of  deification,  who  was 
the  haadfomcft  courtefan  in  all 
Paris. 

9  Bttt    blefs  me  I*'   continued   the 

illfih  peerefi»  looking  at  her  watch^ 

,Ji»<r  I  trifle.     I  vow  I  have  fifty 

TifiCB  to  piake  this  morning.    Good- . 

I^el  I  Ihall  call  upon  you  for  the 

opera  this  evening.    I  long  to  (how 

£dward  the  new  houfe.    O,  I  declare 

Ibave  not  had  the  humanity  to  in- 

j^re  after  aunfy  i  but  I  can'c  (lay  to 

hcmr  now.    You'll  tell  me  to  night  all 

•  d^  proceis  of  the  foot,  and  the  do6lor. 

i^Sparkle  my  love:  Edward  is  amaz- 

pKfgly  fond  of  wit/' 

i^f^j  is  faid  to  be  near  akin  to  Love : 

if  i)rhen  blended  with  admirationj  and 

i^red  by  the  idea  of  awakening  reci* 

vocal  ientiments  in  the  bofom  of  an* 

lif r,  it  may  certainly   be  ftyled  the 

F  3  parent.  4 


I02  A  TALI  OF  THE  TIMES. 

parent  of  the  foft  infatuation.    Though 
philofophy  was  Mr.  Ficzofborne*s  chief 
force,  he  did  not  belong  to  the  fchool 
of  Diogenes.    One  prime  article  in  his 
creed   was,   that    an    adept  did    not 
ftudy  to  lefs  advantage  for  pofleffing 
the  good  things  of  this  life.     Indeed, 
as  his  views  were  not  very  clear  on  the 
fubjeA  of  a  future  date,  he  confidered 
It  to  be  his  bounden  duty  to  embrace 
all  the  advantages  which  the    preient 
aflForded.     Gentlemen  of  his  principles 
do  not  mean  by  their  general  declama- 
Aons   in   favour  of  liberality,  honour, 
and  philofophical  equanimity,  to  con- 
vey the  precife  idea,  that  fuch  qualities 
are  indifpenfably  requifittf  in  their  own 
charaAers :  for  they  know,  that  the  ex« 
terior  refemblance  exa6tly  anfwers  the 
lame  end.     Superficial  obfervers  (and 
the  major  part  of  mankind  belong  to 
this  clafs)  will  give  you  credit  for  pof* 

IcfTing 
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fefliog  a  virtue,   provided   you    are 
Iqiid  in  your  cenfures  of  an  oppofite 
vice.    Good  nodons^of  public  liberty 
give  die  licence  which  permits  you  to 
be  a  private  tyrant;    The  daring  atheift 
wad   fiipbifticating  .fceptic  may   alike 
..Ifcdter  under  the  veil  of  religious  mode- 
vatioD :  and  provided  the  words  honour, 
lentimenr,  and  philanthropy^  be  upon 
'  jcm  tongue^  you  may  difturb  the  repofe 
of  mankind,  either  individually  or  col- 
kiKvely,  with  impunity. 

To  illuftrate  the  analogy  in  the  pre- 
&nt  inftance :  Coufd  the  enlarged  foul 
of  Edward  Fitzofborne  have  heard  the 
fluuneful    tale  of  mercenary  indigence 
concealing  difguft  under  the  maflc  of 
'jMlmiration  to  entrap  the  wealth  of  ina- 
mty  into  a  degrading  connexion,  with- 
out exprefling  the  mbft  generous  emo- 
tion? How  would    his  ftrong   feelings 
have  revolted  at  the  fight  of  thofe  fordid 

F  j^  (hackles 
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fhacklcs  which  miKtatcd  againft  the  na- 
tural liberty  of  man,  and  the   idea  of 
that    confirmed    habit  of   diflimularion 
which  annihilated  his  fuppofed  inherent 
f^rfedion.     He   could  certainly  have 
been  very  eloquent  upon  thefe  themes, 
if  they  referred  to  the  conduft  of  a  me- 
thodift  or  a  formalift  \  but  when  applied 
to  his  own  concerns  it  was   fbon   ad« 
jufted.     The  girl  wanted  a  hufband,  the 
gentleman     a    fortunes    the    balance, 
therefore,  was  as  nicely  trimmed  as  the 
moft    equalizing   fpirit    could     delire. 
This  confideration  .might    have    been 
farther  ufeful,  as  it  neceffarily  diflblved 
all   ties  of   gratitude;    but  Mr,   Fitz- 
ofborne   had    long   before   difcovered, 
tliat    private    gratitude    is    inconfiftenc 
with  public  virtue. 

Lady  Arabella  had  no  doubt  that  her 
^it  and  beauty  held  out  fufficient  at- 
tractions to  a  gentleman  fo  profeflcdiy 

dif. 


cfifint^fcfted  as  htt  new  a^fnker  (for 
he^affiimed  chat  cbira£ler:  in  a  few  days)^ 
and  (he  did  not  even  attempt  to  mif* 
coaftrue  his  behaviour,  or  to  di^uife 
the- pleaiure  whi^h  (he  received  froa;i 
his '  addreffcs.  Fitzoiborne  was  not  a 
feofujllift^  Beauty  was  to  him  a  mer^ 
abftrad  quality,  particularly  when  aOcK 
ciated  to  the  idea  of  a  wife.  He  ha4 
been  too  long  accuftomed  to  the  coruf^ 
cations  of  real  genius,  to  beilow  mor^ 
than  a  languid  ftnile  on  lady  Arabella's 
jejune  ion  mots.  Even  that  languid 
fmxXc  was  foon  converted  into  faturnine 
filencc  .  Her  charadcr  was  too  fupcrr 
fiqialio  ioterrft;  his  attention*  He  diC-^ 
Govcred  her  foibles,  dctcfied.  her  arr 
tifices,  and  defpifed  her  underftanc^ii^,  ^ 
in  the  f^rft  mpntb  of  his  courtihip.  §he 
was  too  cafy  a  conqueil  for  his  .^inlb^- 
ttoni  jmkI  nothing  but  ^hc  rclu^lff^ 
wbich  he  felt  at  rhe1^ughtffbeinj^de' 
F.  5  pendent: 
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pendeot  upon  his  brodicr  could  have 
•reconciled  him  to  the  idea  of  an  alii* 
ance. 

Perceiving  her  heart  irredeemablf 
enthralled^  (though  in  this  opinion  he 
was  fomewhat  duped  by  his  own  vanitjr,) 
he  began  to  aft  the  preconcerted  part. 
He  was  now  no  longer  the  afliduoifs 
lover,  but  the  man  of  firm  honour  and 
inviolable  integrity,  incapable  of  betray- 
ing unfufpicious  innocence,  or  of  fedu* 
cing  a  young  lady  from  the  duty  which 
fhe  owed  to  the  protedting  kindnefs  of 
a  venerable  reladon.  Lady  Arabella 
unwarily  acknowledged,  that  her  aunt 
was  inclined  to  fufpeft  a  mercenary  mo- 
dve  for  his  addreflfes,  and  this  drew  from 
'him  an  exordium  on  the  purity  and  dif- 
intereftednefs  of  his  attachment,  with  a 
declaration,  that  though  it  would  glow 
in  his  bread  with  unabated  fervour,  yet 
he  had  rather  pertfii  the  untimely  viftim 

of 
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of  dei^ir^  than  juftUy  Udy  Madclina's 
ftaritnents  by  a  departure  from  that 
Mft  honour  which  hiad  ever  been  the 

Ming  principle  of  his  life.  *^  Nol 
^  Ikly  Arabella/'  continued  he^  white 
^  aftonifhed  lady  was  incapable  of  in* 
iRtnipcing  him^  ^*  the  enlightened  mind 
^  needs  no  other  incentive  thanconfcious 
^  reAitude  to  enable  it  always  to  a&  as 

^  it  ought,  r  can  fupport  penury,  exile, 
•^  or  even  the  lofs  of  you ;  but  I  cannot 
^  iupport  difgrace.  Lady  Madelin'a  has 
^  injured  mc  by  her  unjuft  fufpicions. 
^'She  has  cruelly  driven  to  infufe  her 
"  own  narrow  prejudices  into  a  mind 

*  which  I  hoped  was  incapable  of  an 
^  illiberal  doubt.     How  can  I  be  furc 

*  that  (he  has  not  fuccecdcd  ?  Your 
*■*  eyes,  your  manner,  evince  Icfs  confi- 

*  dence  than  they  were  wont :  and  my 
*^  alarmed  heart  anticipates  the  gloomy 
•••period,  when  refcrve  and  fofpicion 

F.  6  <'  (hall 
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^  (ball  chill  tfafe  fenriments  of  pure,  iii^ 
^  genuousi  difiaterefted  love.  Sooner 
^'  than  fuch  mifchiefs  (hall  fall  upon  ftte, 
^  I  wiU  rtfign  yon,  madam,  and  even 
*^  at  this  moment  tear  myfelf  from  you 
"  for  ever." 

*'  I  cannot  fee  for  what  reafon,"  re- 
turned the  lady,  whom  this  vehement 
oratory  had  driven  from  her  ufual  re^ 
fource  of  playing  wich  her  fan  or  ad« 
Jufting  her  dre(s ;  ^'  I  declare,  Mr.  Ficz« 
^'  ofborne,  I  can't  bear  to  hear  you  talk 
*<  fo/'  If  the  declamation  of  the  gende* 
man  was  pathetic,  the  filence  of  the  lady 
waa  no  lefs  fo ;  for  it  proceeded  from  a 
flood  of  tears. 

.  After  a  few  forced  compliments  to 
t^  trait  of  feeling,  Edward  refumed 
the  difcourfe  on  the  fubjed  of  the  claims 
of  duty>  which  were,  he  faid,  often  in- 
coiopatible  with  thofe  of  the  heart.  In 
the  condufion  he  fccmed  a  litde  foftened 

QW 
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barfli  fubjeft  of  eternal  fcpara* 
Mt  ithea  lad]r  Madclina  muft 
ferwardj  un&jr  her  former  croel 
m^  tod  with  her  own  hand  kad 
octo  the  alcar. 

sal  then,  ye  inmiortal  Mufesl 
iffure  great  defigns,  what  meana^ 
*d  the  glorious  ta(k  of  fubjugating 
[adelina's  narrow  fufpicions,  and 
)g  to  her  mind  the  beautiful  fim^ 
of  nature.  Neither  the  rcfplen- 
iaraAer  nor  the  exalted  birth  of 
oiborne  could  have  gained  the 
a  vidory,  if  powers  fupernal  had 
tenrcned.  Firft,  V.enus,  queen 
de'devices  !  taught  her  prototype^ 
.Fabella»  the  ufe  of  feigned  lighs, 
il  tears,  and  (ludied  faintings: 
Cfculapius  defcended  from  Olym* 
idt  affuming  the  form  of  a  fmart 
aoj  ftepped  out  of  an  elegant 
:>  and   on  viewing  the  patient, 

after 
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after  three  (agaeious  nods,  whifpered  to 
the  trembling  aunt,  that  the  young 
lady's  difordcr,  being  purely  mentalt 
was  beyond  the  power  of  the  healing 
art.  Reduced  to  the  dire  alternative 
of  refigning  the  hit  fufferer  to  a  hufband 
or  to  the  grave,  the  reknting  lady  Ma* 
delina  did  not  long  hefuate*  The  re-^ 
fcntment  of  injured  honour  was  appealed 
by  exprefllons  >which  more  nearly  re- 
iembled  concefljons  than  any  that  her 
ladyfhip  had  ever  uttered;  and  Arabella 
ibon  appeared  again  in  public  with  very 
little  dinninution  of  her  charms,  notwith-^ 
ftanding  her  lace  alarming  illnefs. 

It  muft  now  be  obfcrved,  that  Mr.. 
Fitzofborne  was  entirely  paffive  through 
the  whole  of  this  affair.  Young  ladies, 
are  apt  to  midake  general  politenefs  for. 
iignificanc  att/cntions,.  and  gentlemen  are. 
not  blamable  for  the  tinder'Jike  fufcep-' 

tibility  of  their  hearts.      As  foon   as 

lady 
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lady  AnbclU's  preference  was  viHble^ 
he  became  more  referved  in  his  conduft^ 
as  ail  his  friends  could  wicnefs.  Nay, 
he  had  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  recall  to 
her  mind  thofe  principles  of  a£lion> 
which  he  gloried  in  avowing  to  be  the 
acknowledged  energies  of  bis  foul.  Her 
unhappy  predile&ion  (ilenced  his  ob- 
fervations.  What  then  !  could  he  be 
blamed,  or  ought  he  to  have  fupprefTed 

that  flow  of  liberal  benevolence  which 
a  fiill  heart  prompted  him  to  pour  forth> 
and  which  undoubtedly  captivated  the 
amiable  fair  one  ?  Recoiled ing  the 
motives  which  an  illiberal  world  might 
aflign  to  his  behaviour,  he  believed  he 
ought  to  have  done  fo,  but  it  was  now 
too  late.  The  public  knew  the  reft* 
He  truftcd  that  the  lady  had  fufficicntly 
confulted  her  own  happinefs  to  ftudy  the 
peculiarities  of  his  charade r.  It  was 
above   difguifc  and   abhorrent  of  re* 

(Iridion. 
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ftriflioh.  If  (he  had  been  miftakeiiy: 
he  deplored  the  confequcnces.  But  as 
the  ftrong  charadteriftics  of  nature  were 
etigravtn  on  his  mind  with  indelible 
fotcc,  he  could  not  be  expeded  tOr 
change.. 

The  clafTical  embeiliihments  of  the 
heroic  ages  gave  infinite  advantages  to 
defcriptive  narrations,  to  which  the 
cold    copyift  of  modern  manners  caa- 

never  afpire.  How  animating  is  the 
perfoniflcation  of  winged  loveSi  and 
choral  graces,  white-armed  nymphs 
ftrcwing  flowers,  and  fportive  fawns- 
chancing  an  epithalamium,  Juno  on 
her  radiant  car,  and  H}'men  in  his 
faffron  mantle  !  What  can  the  brighteft 
imagination  do  with  fuch  uncouth  figures 
as  lawyers  in  tie-wigs,  with  their  green 
bags  and  parchments,  or  even  a  little 
painted  French  milliner  with  her  band^ 
box?.   The  Britilh  like   the    Grecian 

bride 
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^  (Acts  facrifices,  but  not  to  tb# 
Icitlcs  of  Complacence  and  nuptial  Har- 
Boof— Her  devoirs  are  too  frequently 
beAed  to  the  flirines  of  Fafbioti 
Kf  Vanitf  I  and  the  merits  of  the 
M^  the  town-hotife|  the  jewels,  and 
t  nuptial  paraphernalia,  'arc  difcufled 
tth  all  imaginable  fcrupulofity,  while 
e  lover's  charader  is  overlooked, 
e  on  the  other  hand  is  too  bufy  in 
bbcing  the  chances  of  the  lady's  for- 
le  againft  her  father's  demand  of  fet- 
rtieoC»  and  the  poflibility  of  privately 
iriog  off*  his  mod  prcflTing  incum- 
incesy  to  condder  his  deftined  wife 
any  other  light  than  as  a  neceiTary 

pendage,  which  intitlcs  him  to  take 
Kflion. 

Every  fcheme  preparatory  to  lady 
abella's  intended  nuptials  was  con* 
Qttd  with  the  grcateft  decorum.  Lady 
adelina  hcrfclf  undertook  the  bufinels 

of 
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of  directing  the  relttements ;  ami  Mr> 
FitzoJbornc,  contenting  himfclf  wiA 
the  power  of  putting  a  negative  upon  htt 
determinations  Aiould  the  teroia  be  ub* 
reafonablc,  Ihowed  little  of  the  alacnQ 
and  rapture  which  a  dcHtned  bridegnxm 
is  expected  to  afTumc.  Various  delift 
arofe  to  retard  the  concluding  ccremoBji 
and  the  good-natured  world  began  to 
doubt,  whether  the  gcncleinan  was  mod 
unwilling  to  part  wiih  his  liberty,  oi 
ladv  Madtlina  with  htr  fanuDC.  -^ 
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poffiblf  enable  her  to  impoie^  and  then 
oompUncd  of  the  impertinence  and 
impofidon  of  trades-people. 

•  'During  «ne  of  the  delaj^Si  whicb^  as 
I  have  already  pbfenmli  reurded  the 
V|fMiiig.'of  the  Hymeneal  torch,  lady 
Jnbdla  reooUe&ed,  that  her  conqueft 
fdiencej  philolbphy,  and  genius, 
infioitely  more  arduous  than  Geral-^ 
Aie'a  eafy  ftfcination  of  fuch  a  thought^ 
.  left  random  youth  as  her  brother.  It 
wttMt  occurred  to  her  that  (he  (hould 
pfodigiouay  like  to  mordfy  her  lifter's 
pictcnded  fuperiority  in  fcnfe  and 
likocs,  by  exhibiting  a  Fitzofborne  iA 
ker  chains*  The  thought  of  an  excur* 
Boo  to  Scothuid  as  foon  as  Ihe  was  mar« 
ped,  muft  be  attended  with  many  in* 
conveniehcies  i  and,  what  was  ftill  more 
Itpugcant  to  her  feelings,  with  the  re* 

ODnciadon  of  much  eclat  and  fplcndor* 
Beiidej  it  was  moft  defirable  that  the 

cxhi* 
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exhibition  Ihould  be  made  while  Iben 
inverted  with  full  plenitude  of  power. 
An  cxprcis  was,  therefore,  dtlpaKhed 
to  Scotland  to  requcft*  that  a  brother'l 
hand  would  confign  hers  to  a  hufhuid 
every  way  worthy  of  his  illiincc.  The 
letter  concluded  with  an  acknowledg* 
ment  of  tender  trepidstioni,  which  nO' 
thing  but  the  prefcnce  of  her  Geraldlne 
could  allay.  Lady  Madelina's  increi* 
fing  tnfirinitics  rendered  her  unfit  co  bi 
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twdque  ippearance  over  the  romantic 

bftoks  of  Loch  LomoDd,  and  announced 

che  joyous  fcwhn  of  the  <'  hound  and 

lioni,^  a  dangerous  fall  from  his  horfe 

.  Ind  gLven  the  earl  a  tranfient  di(guft  to 

fiflld  fports :  and  though  the  blooming 

conhteli  was  by  no  means  weary  of  her 

rani  enjoyments  and  occupations^  (he 

^ns  too  young,  and  too  lovely/  to  rejeft 

an  invtution  to  partake  of  the  elegant 

varieties  which  London  afforded.     She 

intended  to  aft  in  this,  as  (he  had  done 

'at  her  preceding  vifits;   to  tafte  the 

Drcean  cup  with  moderation,  and  then 

to  redre  with  dignity  from  the  fafcina- 

ting  banquet.     But  there  are  periods, 

wbcuM  if  left  to  its  own  (labiiicy,  the 

firmeft  foot  would  fail;  and  the  bed: 

legalated  mind,  deprived   of  fuperior 

guidance,  may  often  deplore  its  own 

'  depravity. 

15 
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CHAP.    XXIV. 


He  mdt  niucbt 


He  it  a  great  obfenrer,  and  be  looks 
Quite  tbrougb  tbe  deeds  of  mco, 

Shakspiaeb. 

Lady  Arabella  prepared  her  lover 
for  the  arrival  of  theexpeded  ftraogers. 
<^  I  would  not  fay  fo  to  other  peopfei*' 
faid  fhe«  **  becaufe  one  ought  to  Ihew 
<^  refpeft  to  one's  relations.  But  to  be 
**  fure  the  Monteiths  are  the  very  odd* 
<«  eft  creatures  in  the  world.  My  bro- 
<^  thcr  is  well  enough  for  one  of  your 
''  fox-hunterSj  as  they  call  them ;  but 
«'  the  lady»  O  !  (he  is  fo  fine  and  fo  fen* 
*^  fible,  and  fo  cautious^  and  fo-^— — I 
'<  don't  know  how— -vaftly  difagreeable; 
*•  I  afTure  you,  you  will  be  highly  di- 
*^  verted  with  her :  pray  obfcrve  her, 
<<  and  tell  me  all  you  think  of  her ;  for 
<'  I  (hall  not  take  any  thing  ill  that  you 

"  lay. 
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ay.  She  is  prodigioufly  wife,  you 
inift  know.  I  hate  wife  people,  at 
bdllbdi  wife  people  as  the  is.  Play 
tier  off  I  I  fliall  be  raftly  entertained.'' 
Devtlopiog  cbara&ers  was  Mr.  Fitz- 
lome's  fiiyourite  amufement  s  and  it 
•  one  of  his  topics  of  complaint,  that 

■ 

Ind  never  fince  his  return  to  England 
%  wbh  any  perfon  that  was  worth  (hi- 
ing.  But  after  he  had  leen  the  Mon* 
thsj  he  did  not  repeat  that  opinion. 
lie  interefting  beauty  of  the  countefs^ 
r  apparent  happinefs,  and  vifible  in- 
mce  over  her  lord's  afFediions,  which 
en  his  careleft  manners  could  not  dif- 
dfe,  excited  in  the  philofophic  mind 
'  Fitzoibome  nearly  the  fame  emotions 
I  thofe  which  the  arch  Apoftate  feic  on 
kwing  Adam  and  Eve  in  Paradife: 
adylikehimi 

—  '*  Afidc  he  turnM 
**  For  envj ;  yet  with  jealous  leer  malign 
«  Ey'd  them  aikance.'' 

In 
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In  one  particular  the  refcmblance  wit 
certainly  incomplete.  The  fuperior  ia* 
telligence  of  the  fellen  angel  knew,*  that 
the  happinefs  which  he  intended  » 
deftroy  was  real.  Habitually  fceptical, 
Fitzofborne  doubted.  He  watched  the 
varying  turns  of  GeraUine's  animaiod 
countenance,  analyzed  her  nnaoner  and 
her  expreflions  with  the  hope  of  ^&kor 
▼ering  fomethbg  to  convince  him  that 
ihe  was  only  a  poliihed  diflembkr.  For 
it  was  utterly  repugnant  to  all  his  re* 
ceived  ideas,  that  afFedlion  could  really 
fubfifl  between  perfons  o^  difcordant 
habits,  or  that  principle  could  fupply  the 
place  of  attachaient,  and  give  equal 
uniformity  to  the  condudt. 

The  joyous  occafion  which  had  fom* 
moned  him  to  town  gave  lord  Momeith 
a  prodigious  flow  of  fpirits;  and  he 
certainly  always  appeared  to  leaft  ad- 
vantage when  moft  inclined  to  cake  the 

lead 


^)7IAbl  or  THE  TIMES.  HI 

f^  io  cof)verr«ion.     When   fie    was 

'^i^tfeJto  talk,  he  never  confidercd 

^H*  Mr  the  indulgence  of  his  own  hu- 

Dour  was  agreeable  lo  the  company. 

iji)  (jircourrc  could  only  be  intercfting 

Jiiip&lf  and  lady  Madelina ;    for  ic 

:d  to  his  own  cafUc ;  how  much  he 

Gcraldine  had  improved  it;   how 

ir  they  were  among  their  neigh- 

j  and  how  they  fpeni  their  time. 

raid  many  ridiculous   things,    and 

ired  many  cxpreflions  indicative  of 

■od-naiure    and     bcnevoknce ;     yet, 

mpf^  .he  certainly  did  not  intend  it, 

ttKment  had  transformed  the  gallnnt 

•Vpotcith  i  and  his  wife  and  his  little  girls 

«m  ftill  the  heroines  of  his  talc.  Mean- 

^the  countefs  appeared  to  be  engagrd 

^  bdy  Arabella's  frivolity.     Her  eye 

■deed  fivquently  reverted  to  her  lord. 

Ik  whether    her   attention  proceeded 

m.  II.  o  froih 
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from  anxiety  or  afFcftion  even  FitzoT* 
borne  could  not  difcover. 

His  lordfhip  at  length  grew  tired; 
his  filler  had  exhaufted  her  hyperbolical 
rapture  at  this  happy  interview ;  and  the 
converf&tion  changing  to  places  of  pub- 
lic amufement  allowed  fome  opening  to 
the  countefs.  The  opera  was  mentioned. 
Lady  Arabella  declared,  that  the  new 
grand  ballet  was  fo  charming,  that  it 
abfolutely  threw  her  into  hyftcrics.  "  I 
<*  protcft,"  continued  (he,  **  I  don't 
"  think  I  (hall  dare  to  go  again,  for 
«  it  makes  me  downright  nervous  the 
«*  next  day/' 

**  I  congratulate  you,"  faid  lady  Mon- 
leith,  "  on  the  acquifition  of  a  new 
•'  pleafure.  You  had  ufcd  to  profcfs 
**  yourfelf  an  enemy  to  mufic.*' 

"Oil  hate  it  ftill  in  a  room,  or 
^  where   there  is  but  one   performer, 

«'  But 
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*  BflC  the  opera  is  fo  different.  There 
^*  the  lights,  and  the  company,  and  the 
••  feeoes,  and  the  drcffcs,  do  fo  incrcafe 
"  the  effc£t  I  And  the  dances  arc  fo  fine, 
^  and  every  body  is  fo  overcome,  and 

*  ooe  feels  fo  fafcinatcd !" 

"  The  muGc  I  have  been  lately  ac- 
''cvftoined  to/'  refumed  Geraldinc, 
**  is  in  a  very  different  ftyle.    An  old 

*  Highlander  playing  upon  his  bagpipe, 
"  and  the  voices  of  two  or  three  Scotch 
**  girls  chanting  one  of  their  fimple 
"  ditties,  which  reverberates  among  our 
"  rocks^  convey  to  me  a  more  perfcft 
**  idea  of  the  powers  of  melody,  than  the 
**  fccnes  you  dcfcribe.  And  though  I 
**  hope,  frequently  to  vific  the  opera 
•*"  while  in  London,  I  much  doubt  whe- 

*  thcr  my  fenfibility  can  be  fo  ftrongly 
•*  affedted  there  as  it  has  frequently  been 

*  during  my  evening  rambles  about 
"  James-town.*' 

c  2  "I  hope. 
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*'  I  hope,  madam/*  faid  lady  Made- 
Kna,  "  that  your  ladyfhip  never  walks 
*"•  beyond  the  limits  of  your  own  park." 

"  Jamestown  is  but  a  little  way  from 
•'  the  caftle,"  replied  the  countefs,  not 
immediately  entering  into  the  force  of 
tliis  obfcrvation  i  "  I  go  there  moft  days, 
''  and  the  walk  is  much  pleafanter  than 
*<  the  drive/* 

•*  It  is  very  right,  niece,"  obferved 
lady  Madelina,  in    a   tone  of  ftrifter 

authority,  "  that  you  (hould  affift  your 
"  dependents;  but  you  (hould  do  it  like 
**  a  gentlewoman  i  and  too  frequent  in- 
^*  tercourfe  breeds  familiarity  and  con- 
"  tempt." 

•*  I  have  fortunately  not  found  fami- 
**  liarity  and  contempt,  fynonymous," 
refumcd  lady  Montcith,  who,  though 
generally  filcntly  acquiefcenr,  fcemed  on 
the  prefent  occafion  dilpofed  to  defend 
her  own  conduft.     "  I  appear  td  my 

colony 
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*  colotiy  in  one  uniform  charader ;  and 

*  honver  frcqueot  my  vifits,  or  in 
•*  ■ittc»er  ftyle  I  make  them,  a  friend 
"  ii  not  ilDwelcomCi  and  a  bcntfaflrcfs 
"  need  not  fear  contempt.  Continual 
"  incercourfc  creates,  a  mutual  intcreft. 
"  lEfioroughlyenterintothcircharaftcrs. 

"  6c(ide,  I  acquire  much  knowledge  in    ' 

"  Various  particulars>  which  thofc  who 

**  arc  not    perfonally  acquainted   with 

"  humble  life  can  never  accuraicly  poC- 

"fcli." 

.  *■  Andof  whatufe  is  that  knowledge  ?" 

Bquircd  lady  Madclina. 

"  It  may  be  applied  to  various  pur- 
"  pofcs.  It  teaches  me  the  value  of 
"  time.  Becaufe  while  we  arc  lludying 
"  imufements  to  get  rid  of  what  wc  feci 

la  be  sn  incumbrance,  the  poverty  of 

"  the  labourer  makes  him  confcious  of 

"  its  importance.     He  knows   that  he 

'*' .cannot  wafle  an  hour  without  Bnding 

03  "his 
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"  his  daily  food  abridged.     And  when 
"  I    fee   the  CEConomical  contrivances 

"  which  ncceffity  teaches,  tHc  humble 
•*  comforts  which  (land  inllrad  of  lux- 
'*  uries,  and  the  cheerful  patience  with 
"  which  real  inconveniencies  arc  borne 
"  by  thofc  who  know  no  happier  lot,  I 
*'  cannot  (at  lead  immediately)  become 
"  fa(Udious  and  extravagant,"* 

«  The  unfortunate  fenfibiMty  of  my 
ticmpcr,"  faid  lady  Arabella,  "  would 
never  permit  me  to  frequent  fuch 
places.  You  certainly,  muft  have  very 
flrong  nerves,  fiftcr,  I  proteft,  wbca 
*•  I  have  fccn  fcveral  little  dirty,  ftarved^ 
•*  naked  children,  peeping  out  of  ihoft 
•*  fmoky  hovels  which  ftand  by  the  road- 
"  fide,  I  have  often  thought  that  it 
**  would  be  great  mercy  to  fhoot  theni)» 
"  as  one  docs  worn-out  horfes."         ^ 

"  To  fhoot  them !"  exclaimed  moft 
of  the  company, 

«  Yes  I 
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«^T«1*'  refiiraed  lady  Arabella^  "for 
^  aolf  think  what  a  miferable-Jife  iheirs 
^anftbe." 

'-^Didfou  never  fee  anyorchefepooF 
H  Me  cicaure*  merry  f '*  inquired  the 


'.:<^  O  jrcsi  the  link  favages  grinpcd 
f*  Imeiiniei,  and  jumped  about  like 
faookcysi  and  «rith  jufl  as  much 
"ftnlcj  for  if  they  thought  at  all,  they 
tauft  be  mtferablc." 
^^Geraldtne  rccolledcd  the  fentiment, 
.%H  **  where  ignorance  is  blifsi"  it  is. 
'IM  crael  and  fpolilh  to  impart  a  know- 
illge  which  difcoverswretchedneis.  But 
>:liib  flie  was  confidcring  how  beil  lo 
.fittt  out  thofc  comforts  which  opulenCA 
l)ri  iottlligcnce  might  impart  to  the 
pM^  without  creating  dcfires  unfuitable 
to  dinr  ftations,  her  reBeftions  were 
^■KCnDpced  by  an  harangue  from  Ficz- 
v&orac. 

04  "  Nature* 
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"  Nature,  madam,"  faid  he,  addrcff- 
ing  himfclf  to  lady  Arabella,  **  is  not 

a  niggard ;  though  the  imbecility  of 

political  inftitutions  and  the  corrupt 
•*  ftate  of  fociety  frequently  confine  her 
"  beneficent  views.  Thcfe  infant  favagcs 
•*  enjoy  blcffings  to  which  perhaps  tlicir 
**  opprcflbrs  are  ftrangers.  Healthy 
**  natural  liberty,  exemption  from  care^ 
**  and  a  happy  ignorance  of  all  the  re- 
<*  ftraints  which  cuftom  impofcs,  and  all 
"  the  falfe  indulgences  which  affluence 
"  requires.  Their  manners  are  unde- 
•«  praved,  their  inclinations  unfpphifti* 
<*  cated.  I  fhould  think  thcfe  obfcure 
"  cots  the  chofen  abodes  of  innocence 
**  and  virtue." 

*'  That  is  rather  too  liberal  a  con- 
'*  jcclure,"  returned  lady  Monteith, 
beaming  upon  the  fuppofed  champion 
of  the  equal  dealings  of  Providence  a 
complacent  fmile.  **  My  long  refidencc 

"  in 


A  TALB  OP  THE  TIMES*         IS9 

''^i  rerirement  allows  me  poficivdy.co 
'  «DOtndid  the  popular  notion»  that 
'^tte'  ccrtinciy  is  the  feat  of  Arcadian 
"^(^nefs  and  puritjr,  though  much 
"^  vaj  be  done  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
'  ^4£tionof  the  lower  cbfles  of  focietjr^ 
'^  ^tKod  I  am  ctdnvinced,  ^at  refiding 
^  usdng  them  is  one  of  the  moft  pro<» 

*  btble  means  of  efFcdting  that  import* 

*  antdefign/* 

-.•*  I  pcrfedly  agree  with  your  ladjr- 

*  'fhip's  ientiments,  particularly  when 
"  the  poor>  like  the  fortunate  vafHils  of 
^  Monteith,  may  contemplate  exalted 
^  rank  without  fear  of  imbibing  exotic 
**  vices/*  The  countefs  blufhcd,  and 
Kmed  at  this  compliment^  without  re-* 
Ooilefting,  that  it  might  be  intended  for 
ter  lord.  Fitzofborne  watched  the  fud- 
den  emotion.  **  Can  vanity,'*  faid  he 
lb  himfelf,  "  be  the  ruling  foible  ?  If 

05  **  ic 
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^  it   be>    the  fmodicred   ftif9C   ihall 

Lord  Monceith  now  cook  part  in  tke 
converfatjoii.    '<  I  hope^  Sir,,  you  oicaa 
to  put  your  own  principles  in  pr^&io^ 
and  chat  wc  (hall  be  very  good  fiieods 
when  ^ou  come  to  refide  at  Kinloch 
.*'  Caftle.    It  is  within  eighty  miles  of 
^*  us,  and  we  may  frequently  join  ia 
^^  parties  upon  the  lakes  and  the  moors. 
"  I  was  there  once.   I  thought  it  a  hor- 
^  rid  place  with  its  canopied  (late  beds 
•^  and  worm-eaten  tapcftry  y  but  you 
**  wili  give  it  a  more  agreeable  air  when 
*'  you  live  there." 

"  Live  there  1"  (hriekcd  lady  Ara* 
bella.  «  What !  live  at  Kinloch  CaflJei 
•*  What  a  barbarous  idea  T* 

**  O,  you  are  thinking  of  times  of  old, 
«  poor  Bella.     Yes  !  they  were  barba«  . 
•*  rous,  ril  grant.     But  it  will  be  very 

•*  different 
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'^  diflbitoc  when  you  (hall  be  living 
'*  doe  with  a  good  hufband,  from  wbac 
^  It  WW  when  yoo  wanted  to  fet  off  from 
'* it  in- icarch  one.  .Poor  Belial  I 
^  Vocmbcr  your  [keping  through  the 
'^  fumed  glafi  between  the  huge  done 
^  nindow-ftanies,  and  wondering  whe- 
^  Aer  the  objed  that  looked  black 
*  ic  a  great  diftance  was  a  cow  or  a 
"*  gentkoian.  Poor  Bella !  If  you  are 
"^loy  thing  of  a  knight- errant,  Fitzof- 
''borne}  you  would  have  liked  to  have 
'*ftcn  her  (hut  up  in  that  caftle,  like  an 
"enchanted  lady»  waiting  for  fome  gaU 
^koi  Longfword  to  (et  her  at  liberty. 

But  I  fuppoie  Longfword  was  be* 
^  lifted,  or  iet  upon  by  Saracens,  for 
'lie  never  found  his  way  to  the  caftle—* 
'  Dkl  be,  Bella  ?'' 

411I7  lord  had  now  recovered  the  con* 
fttiadoni  and  no  common  effort  could 
B^tic  out  of  bis  hands,  till  lady  Arabella 

G  6  ycry 
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• 

very  gravely  told  him,  that  his  raillery 
was  mifplaccd.  His  lordlhip  then,  dart- 
ing up,  gave  his  fifter  a  good-humOured 
kifs,  declared  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
difpleafe  her,  promlfed  to  fay  no  more 
about  the  caftle  that  nobody  could  get 
out  of,  or  the  knight  that  never  could  gee 
in ;  and  whifpering  her,  that  he  then 
thought  her  the  prcttieft  prifoncr  f^e  ever 
faw  in  his  life,  he  fummoncd  the  countefs 
and  hurried  her  back  to  Portland- place-. 

-  Lady  Arabella  fcarcely  waited  till 
they  were  out  of  fight,  to  afk  if  they 
were  not  ftrange  creatures. 

"  The  counrefs,'*  faid  Fitzoflx)rne» 
«*  b  mod  amazingly  beautiful." 

"  She  mud  be  very  much  improved 
"  then,"  returned  lady  Arabella  ;  «  for 
"  it  ufed  to  be  doubted  where  (he  was 
"  even  pretty.  But  I  believe  gentlemen 
<<  who  have  lived  much  abroad  have  a 
^^ftngular  tadc  in  beauty.'* 

"  There 
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:  *  Therci  ,are  Ibme  forms,*'  faid  Fitz- 
DflMmef  bowing  with  a  Ggnificant  air, 

*  which  would  be  efteemed  lovely  in 

*  eteij  region.  Lady  Monteich*s  chief 
ff  huacfk  the  fparkling  intelligence  of 
ij^rkr  countenance;  for  certainly  her 
f^^  nhirta  are  not  regular." 

-  **  Noj"  rejoined  her  ladyfhip  a  little 
ippeafed,  ^^  her  features  are  not  regular ; 

*  and  fome  people  will  call  that  intelli* 
^  gence  in  her  countenance  conceit/^ 

*f  fs  (he  counted  vain  ?**  * 

■««  Infufferably  fo.  It  is  her  ruling 
"  foible.  Every  body  who  is  acquainted 
^  mth  her  knows  it.  I  wonder  you  did 

*  not  difcover  it." 

.  mtzoflK>rne  promifed  to  conGder  her 
^•nAer  with  deeper  attention  at  the 
text  opportunity.  *^  If  vanity,"  faid  he 
If^mfelf/'  be  indeed  her  predominant 
'*^finilt»  it  is  impoQible  that  her  apparent 
«  happinefs  can  be  fincere.  The  vanity 

«  of 
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"  of  a  fupcrior  mind  is  not  gratified  by 
'<  common  incenfe;  and  Montcich  items 
^'  too  thougbdefs  to  difcern  her  peculiar 
'^  excellencies^  and  too  felf-engrofled  to 
give  them  their  appropriate  praiie.  I 
fufpeifl  that  his  perfonal  advantageis 
*'  attrafted  her  inexperience,  and  thac 
^^  her  judgment  now  fecredy  reprobates 
"  the  premature  choice." 

Lord  Monteith's  opinion  of  the  in^ 
tended  difpofal  of  his  fifter  was^  that  it 
was  a  vcry-wcll-fchemed  thing.  •*  She 
«*  was  juft  a  fit  match/*  faid  he,  "  for  a 
*«  younger  brother.  Fitzofborne  feems 
*'  to  have  a  great  deal  of  ienfe,  and  we 
^  all  know  that  Arabella  is  not  one  of 
<*  king  Solomon's  family.  She  will, 
"  perhaps,  prove  a  litric*  rcfraftory  at 
^^  firft;  but  he  will  condu(5l  himfclf 
*^  cleverly,  and  fooo  convince  her  that 
^^  the  hulband  is  the  fu^)erior  character, 
««  You  think  fo,  GcraWine,  don't  you  ?'' 

4  «•  O,  un- 
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*^  €^  ndaubtedljr !"  BuC9  witbwhac- 
MKiiMliBljr  the  coooteis  coiild  fpeak 
f  km  mm  fitndoo,  flic  felc  extremeljr 
iklfiil  M  ID  the  bappy  iflue  of  lady 
jiMBa^  proipedi.     In  fpite  of  the 
Im^  of  hffr  knrer'a  charadcrj  their 
llrihujlf  waa  evident.    She  was  tri- 
([|^fiqicifiGial>  felBQi,  and  unguarded : 
b'  itipeft  to  Fitzo(borne>  whenever 
I  thick  veil  with  which  he  chofe  to 
ftore  himfelf  admitted  a  cafual  dif- 
■oy,  fuperior  intelligence  and  libc- 
iqr  of  fendment  were  apparent.    *'  I 
|uMw/'   faid    Geraldine    to   herfelf^ 
Ait  Arabella's  temper  is  impetuous, 
her  prejudices  are  rooted^  and  her 
trifewa  of  connubial  happine&  are  too 
ifcrfkial  to  oiake  her  even  wi(h  to 
llCmibiCf  her  tafte  to  that  of  her  huf^ 
iMd'a,  or  to  afligo  any  merit  to  com- 
fhoent  acquiefcence.    His  enlarged 
ttderftanding  muft  difcover  her  fool- 

"  Uh 
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''  i(h  pemMdxj ;  and  the  generous  feel^ 
.  ^  ing  diac  always  accompanies  a  liberal 
«'  mind  will  be  perpecuallj  wounded  by 
<'  the  concraAed  ideas  of  a  fclfifli  heart. 
**  Her  ridiculous  opinion  of  die  conftanc 
^  incenfe  which  beauty  demands  pre« 
^*  eludes  all  hope  of  her  improvement* 
*'  She  will  be  continually  requiring  a 
<^  flatterer,  and  he  a  companion.  I  am 
«^  certain^  that  even  now  he  flrongly 
<<  feels  the  difproportion  of  their  minds. 
<*  What  harih  cxprcflions  did  he  utter 
<«  againfl:  the  oppreflfors  of  the  poor. 
*'  They  were,  doubtlcfs,  pointed  at  her 
<*  extravagant  notions,  which  feemed  to 
««  degrade  them  from  the  rank  of  ra- 
<<  tional  creatures.  Indeed,  though  his 
«  mercenary  defign  fomewhat  debaics 
<*  his  charader,  I  pity  Mr.  Fitzofbornc. 
*'  He  appears  to  be  well  worthy  of  a 
u  happier  fate." 

The 
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The  chain  of  her  rcflcftions  was  here 
broken  by  his  lordfliip's  obferving)  that 
ihe  was  as  dull  and  as  bad  company  as 
hit  future  brother- in4aw. 


•  ■  ... 


^39 
'  had  been 
which  had 
•  had  been 
hand,  and 
*>cing  the 
''tizolborne 
■^hc  ikiU  of 

known  to 
*c».    She 
ueft  ro  ex. 
nienc,  and 
npanied  ic 
MS  fonncc : 


.•rial  queen ; 
Eheir  tender 
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CHAP.    XXV. 

Calm  thinking  villains,  whom  no  faith  can  Bx, 
Of  crooked  councils  and  dark  politics. 

POPl. 

FiTzosBORNE  Called  to  return  the 
honour  of  lord  Monteith's  vifit  juft  at 
the  time  when  his  lordfhip  was  gone  out 
on  fome  important  bufincfi.  This  en* 
gagemcnc  had  been  difcuffcd  the  prc- 
cccding  evening,  but  philofophers  arc 
very  apt  to  be  ablcnt.  He  inquired  if 
the  countcfs  was  at  home,  and  on  fend- 
ing in  his  name  he  was  admitted.  There 
could  be  no  impropriety  in  receiving  a 

vifit  from  a  gentleman  who  was  foon  to 
become  a  relation ,  and  Geraldine  had 
been  fufficiently  iiitercftcd  by  his  ap- 
pearance to  be  anxious  to  know  if  the 
eftimate  that  (he  had  formed  of  his 
charader  was  juft. 

Previous 
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to  hb  arrival^  Ihe  had  been 
9  bcrfirlf  with  a  harp  which  had 
leot  br  ibfBC  jreani.  It  had  been 
long  by  an  eminent  hand^  and 
icone  capable  of  producing  the 
wilhiqg  harmony.  Fitzolborne 
LJdolater  of  mufic.  The  (kill  of 
mceft  was  too  well  known  to 
of  difiiualifyiDg  fpeechcs.  She 
TDm[rfied  with  his  requcft  to  ex-* 
le  powers  of  her  inftrutnent,  and 
graceful  prelude  accompanied  ic 
IT  Toice  in  the  following  foonct : 

SONNET  TO  MAY. 

Il^^  the  empire  of  the  earth  afTufiiey 
mmed  with  flowers  as  univerfal  queen ; 
from  fre(h  budded^roves  their  tender 

||ed  with  PomonsC's  richell  bloom* . 
rm.  thj  vefture.    Let  the  fun  illume 
kw-drops  glittering  in  the  blue  ferene, 
ktthjem  hang,  like  orient  pearls,  between 
is  bsQprcnt  with  Flora's  bed  perfume. 

Attend 
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Attend  jtrarrovcrcign's  flcps,  y«  balmygift*' 
O'er  her  ambroGal  floods  of  {nagrma  pOI*^ 

Let  livelier  verdure  animate  ihevuleti 
And  brighter  hiius  cmlicllilli  every  flowerf 

And  hark,  th«  concert  of  the  woodland  haillr' 
Ail  gracioiisMay!  ihyprtfcnce.aodlhypo** 

She  enforced  the  laft  line  with  thcwhal 
compafs  of  her  melodious  voice.    TwJ 
apartment  rcvcrberaied  with  the  mi^ 
founds.  She  paufcd.    Fitzolborne 
ed  loft  in  fpeechlcfs  ecftafy.     He 
his  eyes,  fufFufcd  with  tears,  and 
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^  ^0,  indeed  1    I  very  fcldom  play, 
*lcf$  to  pcrfcft  myklf  in  a  new  tune, 
"^toamufc  Lord  Monteith." 
*'Is  lord  Monteich  fond  of  mufic  ?'* 
"P*ffionateIyfo." 

**I  did   not  fufpcdl  if.      Of  what 
•kind  ?" 

•'Every   kind;    from    the    loftieft 
^  compofitions  of  Handel  to  the  fim* 

*  pkft  drains  of  ruftic  harmony.     But 
"  I  prefume,  fir,  your  tafte  is  more  dif- 

*  criminating ;  and  being  formed  upon 
**  the  reBned  Italian  model,  it  requires 

*  irtful  combination  and  llriking  con- 
•*  traft." 

^  It  requires,  madam,  fuch  an  exalted 
**  gratification  as  it  has  juft  enjoyed." 

He  then  rofc,  as  if  intending  to  take 
■^^j  when  a  miniature  of  Lucy  Evans, 
*luch  hung  over  the  chimncy-glafs,  ap- 
Pored  firft  to  attract  his  eye ;  and  he 

exclaimed. 
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exclaimed^  <*  You  paint,  I  know  s  do 
^  yqu  take  likencfles  ?*' 

"  Very  bad  ones,*'  faid  the  countefs, 
handing  to  him  the  pidure.  *'  And 
•*  when  you  view  that  juvenile  perform- 
^<  ance  with  attention,  you  wiU  fay  fo. 
^^  But  it  is  highly  valuable  to  me,  fince 
^'  it  gives  me  a  faint  refemblance  of  a 
**  very  cftimable  friend." 

"  I  knew,'*  faid  Fiizofborne,  fixing 
his  eyes  upon  her  with  a  mod  penetra- 
ting glance,  "  that  your  foul  was  really 
"  formed  for  friendfhip,  I  am  a  phy- 
**  fiognomift,  madam.'* 

"  I  do  not  fufpeft  you  of  magical 
*'  (kill,'*  replied  Geraldine  laughing, 
**  for  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  con- 
*•  trovert  your  opinion.  J  never  had 
*'  but  one  intimate  friendlhip ;  and  I 
"  meet  with  my  Lucy  too  feWom>  and 
**  our  epiftolary  communications  are  too 
^  limited,  to  admit  of  our  attachment 

"  im- 
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^  iqiprinqng  aoy  ftroi^  lines  upon  my 

*  CQQocenance  ;  evea  allowing  what  I 
^.  pi  fM  incliaed  to  adtnitj  that  al^ntal 
^  Wiitft  imprela  indelible  matks  upoa 
^  die  mufcidar  organs/* 

i  <*  I  iteift  enter  upon  a  defence  of  my 
%$n^  ttmdimh  and  if  I  am  betrayed 
RJMO   wy  impFoprieties,    remember 

*  yourlclf  only  can  bfe  to  blame.    You 
f  have  long  been  attached  to  this  lady^  * 
^  and  (he  is  fenfible^  animated^  and  pe- 
^aetrating/' 

*«  If  you  go  on  with  fuch  fortunate 
^  gueflScs^  I  (hall  begin  to  retrafl,  and 

*  believe  you  poflcflfed  of  the  power  of 

*  divination.** 

*  I  only  wiJh  to  convince  you,  that 

*  V  conftant  perfevcrance  in  one  train 
**  of  thought  muft  give  a  corredt  habit 
''to  the  rnind^  and  difTufe  a   ferene 

*  4igiiity  over  the  countenance.  And 
^  certainly  the  coUifion  of  two  ingenuous 

"  minds 
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^^  minds  will  brighten  the  qualities  of 
•*  each.  The  foul  ever  fceks  its  coun- 
^'  terpart,  and  tries  to  aflimilate  icfelf  to 
*'  what  it  admires.  Your  correfpondence 
^^  with  a  perfon  fuch  as  you  allow  this 
**  lady  to  be,  accounts  for  the  fparkling 
^*  intelligence  of  your  manner,  and  all 
'^  the  lively  emanations  of  your  fafcina* 
**  ting  wit.*' 

The  countefs  replied  with  a  blufhing 
fmile,  "  I  believe  you  are  labouring 
"  under  a  little  illufion.  You  certainly 
*«  miftake  me  for  lady  Arabella  j  or  arc 
'*  you  fo  accuftomed  to  compliment, 
*'  that  you  involuntarily  adopt  that  ftrain 
"  to  every  body  ? 

"  You  may  miftake  my  charader, 
**  madam,"  faid  Fitzofborne  j  **  but  it 
*^  is  impoflible  that  I  can  fuppofe  you 
•*  are  lady  Arabella."  A  deep  figh 
cfcaped  at  thofc  words.  He  hcfitatc^i, 
and  then  proceeded  :  "  I  can,  however, 

'*  entreat 
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ncreac  your  pardon  with  a  better 
'  giice^  at  I  did  ooc  feek  an  opportu- 
^Mf  of  exprefling  the  fentimenta 
vUch  I  ftrongly  feel.  If  there  .be 
lof  indecoriun  in  admiring  you  and 
lequefttog  your  friendfliip,  recollefb, 
ttdaiDy  I  (hare  that  guile  with  the 
orj^nal  of  this  charming  porcraic." 
The  countefi  immediately  replied: 
E?ery  branch  of  lord  Monteith's 
6inily  has  indubitable  claims  on  my 
attention.  Give  me  leave  to  alTure 
jou«  that  his  lord(hip  regards  you 

iridi  the  fincereft  efteem^  and  that  he 

11  impatient  for  an  event  to  take  place 
vhich  will  cement  his  friendlhip  by 
die  bond  of  alliance/' 
'^  If  it  be  in  my  power  to  make  lady 
Aiibella  happy— -j''  faid  FitzofbornCt 
Bag  his  eyes  upon  the  ground^  and 
Xiidog  to  plunge  into  a  gloomy  chaos 
f  doiibt  I  **  but  I  will  hope  for  the  bed*. 
•  nu  II.  H  «*  We 
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**  Wc  know,  that  •  whatever  is  is  right.* 
*^  As  the  world  is  nowconfticuted^  events 
«*^  are  riot  in  OUr  own  hands."   He  then, 
fofe,  and  took  leave  with  a  more  pro- 
found figh  than  any  he  had  before  ut- 
tfered.    **  Poor  nwn  !"  ejaculated  lady 
Monteith,  *<  his  feelings  are  too  acute 
**  for  happinefs.      He  will  become  a 
•i  prey  to  the  moft  morbid  melancholy, . 
'«  and  his  inattentive  wife  will  confider 
««  his  dcjcftion  as  a  fufficicnt  excufe  for 
«^  her  diflSpation.     I  fee  he  is  forced 
**  into  this  faul  connexion  by  his  friends. 
*«  Why  does  he  not  exert  the  natural  in- 
<*  dependence  of  his  energedc  charadker^' 
«<  and  contemn  the  mercenary  bond  ?' 
«'  How  happy  would  he  be  with  fuch  a- 
*«  partner  as  my  Lucy  !" 

Could  lady  Montritb  have  penetrated 
the  dark  difguifes  of  premeditadng 
villainy^  how  different  would  havt  been 
the  cunclulion  of  her  mental  foliloquy  1 

She 
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iMJld  tf  fodb  hiv^  .poihted  out  iii 
tB  bfctween  the  mttk  dignified 
%'  tnd  the  infidioiiS)  cruel,  im- 
fibK  Tiberius.  And  now  lee  me* 
fi#  moments  exercife  that  digref- 
AMkgfe  Which  I  have  claimed  for 
purpofcs. 

nMd  ifk  the  accurate  judges  of 
Ad>  what  (Iriking  traits  of  fuperior 
ItM  are  yet  vifible  in  Fitzofborne's 
ft  ?  what  generous  fentiment 
fpontaneoufly  from  the  tongue  ? 
attieis  difcovery  of  the  genuine 
Uif  of  an  upright  worthy  heart  ? 
ifcy  charmed  with  the  morals  of  a 
irhofc  ambiguous' expreflfions  can 
ic  ioterprctcd  by  fuppofing  that  he 
^  deipifes  the  woman  whom  he 
Ddj  purfues  ?  Contempt  for  fuch 
mary  treachery  muft  be  the  natural . 
leot  in  unfophifticated  minds  ;  and 
npt  mult  rife  into  abhorrence  in 

H  2  every 
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every  breaft  chat  is  uncorrupced  by  t6c 

laxity  of  modern  prlDciplcs^  if  they  fup^ 
pofe  that  his  ardent  commendations  of  4 
married  lady  were  intended  to  convey 
to  her  heart  the  audacious  idea,  that 
they  proceeded  from  the  warm  emodoos 
of  preference. 

The  mind  of  Geraldine  was  unlbphiT- 
ticated  and  incorrupt.  She  (aw  his  re- 
luctance to  his  intended  marriage^  and 
interpreted  his   praifes  as   he    defign- 

cd  (he  (hould.  Yet  neither  contempt 
nor  abhorrence  arofe  in  her  breaft.  On 
the  contrary,  though  fteadily  determined 
to  prevent  any  infinuatjion  to  lady  Ara- 
bella's di(advantage,  and  to  reprefs  every 
expreflion  inconfiftcnt  with  *  the  pure 
dignity  of  a  matron,  (he  felt  for  the 
wiley  Fitzofborne  a  mixture  of  pity  and 
efteem. 


>0  Flattery ! 


How  foon  thy  Toft  iDfinuating  oil 
Supplcf  the  tougbeft  TouU  t 

What 
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^^t  better  method  can  I  adopt  to 
coarincc  the  younger  '  part  of  my 
Mders  of  the  necefTiry  of  (hutting  their 
can  to  the  fyren  ibng,  than  placing  the 
'  temple  of  lady  Monteith  full  in  their 
Wtw^  Adorned  with  every  natural 
ivl  acquired  accomplifhmeot ;  <'  chafte 
91  die  icicle  on  Dian's  temple ;"  attached 
tojber.huilbandi  the  fondeft  of  mothers  s 
domeftic,  prudegt,  and  religious.  What 
profanation  even  to  /uppoje  fuch  con- 
fimmate  excellence  open  to  an  illicit 
Wick !  Yet  Fitzofborne,  deeply  verfcd 
Wtbe  fcience  of  human  frailty^  no  fooner 
|ttoeived  that  her  vanity  lidened  to  his 
Uiodiihments>  than  he  not  only  de» 
Vrmined  to  affdil  htr  principles,  but 
M  t  firm  convidion  that  his  enterprizc 

Her  delicacy  required,  and  his  dupli« 
%  meditated^  a  covert  aflault.  He 
(trceived  on  recoUeftion,  that  he  had 

H  3  bcea 
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CTtiy  oppoituoicy  of  engaging  her  in 
conv^doD,  and  by  a  marked  neglect 
^tkok  offices  of  general  civility  whicl) 
diekws  of  poUcenefs  prcfcribed^  he  ap-* 
IKaitd  fearful  of  trufting  to  the  furcqpci*. 
biBqr  of  his  own  heart.  He  fecmcd 
PV^ioziQus  CO  guard  his  mind  froni 
lie  intnifion  of  every  image  inconfidenc 
rkb  bis  fidelity  (o  lady  Arabella.    His 

yea  were  Bzcd  upon  her>  as  if  he  hoped 
>■  difcover  foraetbing  worthy  ofhi^ 
Oehcion.  Sometimes»  indeed,  they 
andc^red  to  lady  Montcithi  but  if  (he 
t)(erved  him,  they  were  inftantly  with* 
HtWP,  with  ^n  ea^prcffion  of  regret  for 
|6  iDvohintary  dcrelidlion. 

His  aim  was  to  exhibit  a  fuperior 
liild,  inflexible  in  principle,  but  ten- 
Ifcrly  fuiceptible,  maintaining  a  fevcte 
knig^le,  and  determined  to  be  victo- 
ious.  Lady  Montcithwas  lb  tar  the  du:  c 
)f  bis  artificesj  as  to  view  his  conuuc.2: 

.:.  H  4  ia 
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in  the  light  that  he  defired.  But  flie 
alio  drew  from  it  a  confcqucncc  which 
he  did  not  intend.  She  fancied  his  ap« 
l^arent  efforts  were  fuccefsful^  and.  (he 
Jidw  only  regretted^  that  Arabella  wanted 
both  the  inclination  and  the  capacity  to 
improve  her  delicate  fituation  to  her 
own  advantage. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  feducer 
feveral  times  conquers  his  unwarrantable 
dtfircs  in  the  courfe  of  his  guilty  pur* 
fuit.  Compelled  to  adopt  difguifcs,  to 
confult  opportunities,  to  avoid  prema^ 
ture  difcovcries,  the  pain  of  repeated  re* 
ftri6lion$>  impofed  for  the  purpofes 
of  vice,,  is  greater  than  would  attend 
the  virtuous  refoluiion  of  abandoning 
the  infidious  projeft.  This  obfervatioo 
was  eminently  juft  in  the  inftance  of 
Fitzolborne.  His  foul  was  not  whirled 
along  by  the  temped  of  paflion.  Beauty 
did  no\  excite  violent  emotion.     Senfe 

and 
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ud  ftmneis  cirried  with  them  no  iis 
ftSttbk  duutn.  His  frigid  heart  was 
Bo  cM  and  felfifli  to  prompt  his  dia* 
oBcd  inrention,  or  to  extenuate  his 
littik  His  vices  were  fyftematic^  the 
lUc  of  defign,  guided  by  method^. 
aftioDed  by  fophiftry,  and  originating 
om  the  covert  war  which  he  waged, 
X  merely  againft  the  chafticy,  but  alfo 
fdnft  the  principles  of  his  victims: 
K  ibkly  againft  their  repucarioHj  their 
ewe  of  mindj  and  their  temporal  pro* 
efts,  but  againft  their  notions  of  redti* 
de  and  religion,  againft  thofe  immortal 
fes  which  fuftain  the  afflicted  and 
sdi  the  corroding  pangs  of  repentanc 

A;  - 

To  lady  Arabella,  unconfcious  of  hfa 
eSg^Hy  Fitzofbome's  increafcd  atceo* 
lM0ive  a  livelier  pleafure^  from  the 
bihac  he  intended  by  that  means  to 

H5  conp 


f «Qup|»f8,    I^er  f l^on  W4?»#  ^«jf.  ifffn 

;dially  jqincd  in  tj^fe,  i;c<77wli;s  W  ijbp 
.p?rf9a  and  b?l»Yiiotjr  of  G(^B(i^ 
.Vthich  fupplied  Iftdy  1>Af4f^\4o^^^ 
patiK  «(Uh  an  agr?ea,bk  ippi?;^  C9ft. 
.Tei;lMio^  Sh«  n^cojka^d,  b^^tfariBif, 
,i|i(ith,  latisf^a^,  thf^t  it  he  did.  ^otj^ 
•ip  djef?  ^enfuf^s^he  did  ifoi;  (joiwradii^ 
.Jtbpo),  and  the   cj^nuai^ng   apo)o^e$ 

.iivbich  hp  fpfficoove^  ur^<d.  mig^  r^ciit^r 
\f^  termed  an.atcenipc  to  **  da0)9  ytv^ 
d&fnt  pnifb/'  than  a  friendly  defence.  Sbf 
;i|r^  (;pp6i;ii)ed  in  her,  ppi^uoni  th^  h^ 
tWmiwr  feeretiy.dcfpifed  Isuly  M^ 
prctcnfions  to  mental  fuperiority,  t^  ob* 
:%Ti9g(' tb^t.  hfisJiiM.jiiqts,  ajKJLr^qi^rks. 
gafl^d  equ^  iyircgs«a?Sd»..whii|^'hi^ 
.<^va.were  fure  of  hj^yiqgiri^hir^.Qn^,  ^- 

of 
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^  lift  wcpe  aekher'  verjr  aceuratie  lioif 

ttleBfi?it»  .  Yet  fhe  had  fome  &](f>ici(n 

AiC.tlie  conpubiai  bond  openuedas.  A 

JMcrfid  fopori6c  upoa  the  deference^ 

9i4enraoce»  and  tendernefs>  which  lovcri 

faietiaies^  even  in  thk  refined  ageji 

tVok  proper  to  aflume.    Her  dear  vif* 

fooatefi  had  affured  her,  that  if  £d«> 

UrI's  bejiaviour  as  a  hufband  equalled 

Ik  attentions  as  an  admirer^  they  would 

cmunly  be  pointed  at  as  an  exemplary 

DMmle  s  for  that  at  prefent  all  the  world 

knew  hio)  by  the  title  of  lady  Arabella 

Ibcdonald's   flave*      No    one    more 

bfongly  felt  thofe  palfions  which  Pope 

Arms  to  be  the  predominate  features  in 

He  mind  of  women>  <'   the  love  of 

tefikre'*  and  ^«  the  love  of  fway,'^than 

let  bKiyfhip.    But  fince  it  was  at  lea(b 

Micibl,  whether  (he  could  continue 

1^  bg.a  queen  for  Ufe>^  (he  wasdefiroua 

lOproiraft  the  period  which  acknow«^ 

,  »^6*  .  kdgod 
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kdged  her  right  of  government  t 
M  the  gentleman  was  not  very  urgent 
for  an  earlf  day^  the  lady^s  fcnfibilhf 
was  not  hurt  by  repeated  denials. 

Another  unexpected  caufe  of  delay  at. 
this  time  intervened.  Lady  Madelioft 
had  often  declared^  that  as  fbon  as  (he 
had  fettled  her  dear  niece  to  her  latif^ 
fadion^  (he  (hould  have  entirely  done 
with  a  world  of  which  (he  repeatedly 
aflfured  her  friends  fhe  was  quite  weary.. 
Twenty  years  before,  on  her  firft  mar- 
riage with  her  tver-tamented  fir  Simoa 
Frazcr,  Ihe  had  ufed  fimilar  expreflions.. 
She  then  faid  that  fhe  only  lived  for  his 
iake ;  and  if  fhe  were  fo  unfortunate  aa 
to  lofe  him,  her  ^*  occupation  would  be 
.  gone,"  and  exiftence  would  become  an 
infupportable  burden.  But  as  that  de- 
precated event  did  happen  without  Mf 
lafting  change  b  her  ladyfhip's  apparent 
vfclUb-for  the  good,  things  of  (bis  life,  ic 

wa» 
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WM  firfpe&ed»  that  twenty  years  hence 
Wafifiionacc  heart  might  find  fome 
pmot  for  that  ftrong  attachment  to 
htrptrfon,  which  her  cxcelfive  attentiofi 
ID  her  own  health  and  iafety  rendered 
aSbk  to  all  who  knew  her.  When  the 
nderi  therefore,  conQders  the  infinite 
factffion  of  laft  plans,  and  final  en* 
(igements,  which  flic  would  probably* 
kre  pleaded,  his  fenfibility  will  be  lefs^ 
kort  to  find,  that  death  dealt  by  her^  as 
kfidby  ^  the  fair  lady  in  coftly  robes,'*^ 
Modoned  in  the  good  old  fong,  by 
compelling  her  to  truft  future  events  to 
4«  Providence  whofc  fupcrintcndcnce 
^  not  been  her  fiivourice  fpcculation. 

I  have  obferved,  that  the  fettlements 
*^  drawn  up  under  lady  Madclina's 
^  who  leemcd  defirous  of  extending. 
"C  fiipremacy  which  Ihc  had  uniformly 
^^ofcd  over  every  perfon  with  whom 
N  Was  conoefted  (except  her  niece) 

''      beyond 
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and  fecond  marriage.  She  had 
the  family  pedigree,  picked 
mod  fonorous  hereditary  cbriftii 
and  ftringing  three  or  ficHir  i 
which  were  capable  of  li«|iiid|ii 
tioDj  (he  ordered,  tMtliMif  4 
adopted  by  the  fucffiffiiii^  i 
daughters  of  this  bteQ^edfiMP 
pain  of  forfeiting  ail  rigjht  M^  iafa 
Jointure,  pin-moneyi  «ffd  afinn 
up  feveral  pages,  and  tbei  Qpifl 
had  more  the  appeaJCMQC^  ot 
between  two  invetertfc.  ctPCOHl 
recognition  of  mupiftl  cnnfidc 
efteem.  The  very  Qght,  o^  t| 
midable  parchment^  im!(tl|Wn 
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lUch  »  OQV  exclufivelf  employed  in 
ttyii^l|fi}^rs^  of  Kbertioifm^  or,  as  it  is 
Ijlildjr  ficrgied,  galliuKry, 

-  JUdyJ^U^QKrukpcnifedfthe  ftupendous 
|V%q;^Ulce  wkh  delight ;  weighed  the 

fKlMnp^:  miMiUDg  of  every  word  whicb 
^ofjqfii)  tautology  of  die  law  bad  in- 
^|||df)cc4,s  andj  trufting.  that  the  united 
%!P^of  Fitzolborne,  Frazer^  and  Mac* 
4pf)tl4  nitgbi;  foupd  in  courts  and  caftles 
\  ^ufaiid  years  hence,  declared  that 
^.^  f^f^^kf  fatisJUd.  It  is  fup- 
||^  that  the  pronunciation  of  thofe 
vordg,  which  (he  had  never  before  been 

faown  to  ufe^  occafioned  a  mortal  re- 
vd&on  in  her  oracular  organs>  for  (he 
^  (bund  fpeechlefs  next  morning. 
l^dy  Arabella's  determined  refolution 
tftojoying  the  pleafures  of  a  public 
l^itikfaft  prevented  her  from  attending 
to  dte  aflurances  of  her  aunt's  woman^ 
^  fuch  a  change  muft  be  inevitably 

followed 
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ibllowed  by  morcial  conleqoencei.  Sim 
contented  herfclf  with  leaving  pofidv^ 
orders  to  be  immediately  fent  for  if  Udf_ 
Madelina  grew  worfe^  and  drove  oflf 
with  ladj  Fit^ofbDrne,  who  convinced 
her  that  (he  was  perfectly  right;  for, 
as  the  padent  could  not  (peak,  companf 
could  do  her  no  fervice,  Thcoffiee  of 
fmoothing  the  bed  of  death  devblveil 
on  Gerakiine>  who  h^ened  to  the' 
houfe  of  mourning  at  the  firft  intima« 
tion  of  what  had  happened,  and  arrived" 

a  few  moments  before  lady  Madeline 
expired. 


ArilKiW  THE  TIHBS. 


CHAP.  XXVI. 

^A«  lh«  Ciif  «Mbtniifiilly  cry, 
I*>l«dik«c'i  Igob  bw  aiwl  lifted  ei*. 

Port. 

■I  melaocboly  erented  rekced  in  my 
I  Cba(wr  was  fpeedUy  conveyed  to 
^  9*7  8''°"P*  whom  the  cleganc 
f  of  ihe '  ducheis  of  A.  had 
itoded  on  the  flowery  banks  of 
-IbeKs*  It  was  announced  to  ladjr 
Ai^Ua  with  very  little  preparation  { 
^  u,  in  compliance  with  the  wifhcs 
*f  the  company,  though  declaredly  out 
■  f[ririts,  (he  had  juft  confentcd  to  ex- 
Mit  her  own  fine  pcrfon  and  her  lover's 
*o  the  bcft  advantage  by  (landing  up  in 
*  Rel,  no  one  fuppofcd  but  that  Ihe 
vfght  hear  the  fad  tale  with  decent 
fompt^urc..  It  was,  howeveri  quite 
the 
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the  rcvcrfc,  and  her  fenfibility  now  be- 
came as  remarkable,  as  her  fortitude 
had  been  before.  She  ftUited,  (ell  into 
hyfterics,  wept,  recovered,  and  was  at 
laft  conveyed  apparently  hftkh  td  lier 
carriage.  Every  ereatore  prefent  par- 
took in  her  concern  for  lady  Madelina^s 
deaih,  for  it  cerfoinljr  l^peSAtd  t  aioft 
delighcful  party.  Though  the  coaipao|r< 
isndcavoured  to  Feco^cr^  ^e^  ijpiftfci 
after  the  fair  mourner  was  removed^  itt 
attempts  at  bnilrancy  were  prevcnttd  bjr 
the  unvoidableintruGoRofferieii»'ideai» 
The  ladies  grew  as  lt»pid  as  if  xkAy  were 
at  church.  Deach'ts  heads  and  phjrficiani 
intruded  into*every  fubjeA ;  and  the  laft 
topic  of  converfacion  that  was  ftarted  by 
the  gentlemen  was  a  difculBon  of  the 
merits  of  the  patent  coffin. 

Lady  Arabella  was  accompanied 
home  by  the  Pitzofbomes.  The  viA 
countefs  engaged  in  the  friendly*  taflt 

of 
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coolbbitiooj  vbile  Edward,  leaDing 
ck  nich  bis  ^nns  folded^  and  his  eyes 
Betfopon  the  byely  fulTerer,  (I  fuppofe) 
oiedeeply  fycnpathized  in  her  forrow ; 
f  the  htrangues  of  the  comforter  were 
1^  ipcemiptcd  by  lady  Arabella's  fobs 
d  6g^  which  did  not  abate  in  vio« 
ib^  though  lady  Fitzoiborne  was  dif- 
Ik  on  the  folly  of  grieving  for  what 
il'fure  to  happen>  and  therefore  what 
ibo4y  could  prevent.  The  carriage 
B^kng^  ftopped.  Lady  Arabella  was 
lyoitcd  up  ftairs,  fwallowed  more 
mfliomj  and  at  length  became  fuf-* 
llmdy  compofed  to  make  inquiries 
lliir  the  particulars  of  an  event  of 
4ttch  fhc  had  only  yet  received  a  gene* 
Jaccount. 

'Lady  Madelina^s  firft  gentlewoman, 

Macdonald   by  an  indiredt  dcfcenc, 

Rered  on  the  fad  recital.      Nothing 

naid  be  more  capable  of  being  com-^ 

prcffcd 


i 


prefied  into  a  fmall  compafi;  but  MrSr 
Margaret  was  eminently  gifted  wicb 
that  fpecies  of  oratory  which  may  be 
termed  expanOon.  Her  poor  dear  lady's 
merits,  her  poor  dear  lady's  fufferings^ 
the  confidence  her  poor  dear  lady  placed 
in  her  faithful  fervices,  and  a  firm  con* 
vidlion,  that  Ihe  never  fhould  furWve 
her  poor  dear  lady  :  thefe  topics  were 
expatiated  upon^  till  Arabella  became  t 
little  difpleafed  that  ai>y  one  (hould  take 
up  grief  juft  at  the  inftant  herfelf  bad 
hid  it  down»  It  came  out  in  the  courfe 
of  the  narration^  that  from  Ibme  peculiar 
circumftances  kdy  Monteith  bad  adopt* 
ed  an  opjnion^  that  the  fpark  of  life 
was  not  actually  extinguifiied  i  but  that 
the  fpeedy  exertion  of  proper  means, 
might  revive  the  fufpended  animation^ 
To  this  opinion  the  phyficians^  wha 
bad  been  fummoned,  lent  fomc  coun«» 

« 

tcnance  ^    and  the    humanity    of  the 

counteft 
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tefi  prompted  her ^ot  only  to  com- 
1  chcfc  applications,  but  by  her 
SBCe  to  prevent  the  proceedings 
ih  are  fomedmes  injudicioufly  ad« 
d  at  the  firft  moment  of  apparent 
teion. 

In,  Margaret  was  not  only  corn- 
ed of  the  inefficacy  of  the  attempt^ 
coofckntioufly  believing  it  to  be 
prefumptuous^  had  refufcd  her 
icff,  with  fome  little  fcnfe  of  indig« 
at  having  had  them  required,  and 
I  fufceptibiiity  at  the  fuppofition 
ihe  could  bear  to  day  in  the  room 
V  her  poor  dear  lady  lay.  Arabella 
tl  in  her  opinion,  and  the  difcourfe 
gcd  from  the  virtues  of  Mrs. 
pret  and  the  deceafed,  to  the 
edoefs  of  difturbing  the  dead,  and 
oncern  which  the  aflPcdionate  niece 
felt,  that  her  dear  aunt  had  none  of 

her 
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her  own  hm\\y  to  attend  hfcr  in  h(?  hSt 

moments. 

The  failure  of  ladjr  Monteith's  iflfbrtt 
relieved  Arabella  from  whiit  might  illbM 
properly  be  callcdii  vexacioii  tbin«  dift 
trefs ;  and  her  fofcer  feelings^  frted  firoitt 
difagreeabk  embarralffiieDtSy  had  ItiAire 
CO  flow  in  the  delicate  chailnds  wMcli 
etiquette  prefcribes  to  grief.  Sh^ 
inourncd  for  one  forOiight  in  fhtf 
fweeteft  manner  imaginable^  dreffed  iti 
a  clofe  cap  with  her  bouquet  (hick  tei 
one  (ide^  her  robe  loofely  faftencid,  aiid 
her  arms  hanging  negligently.  All  hcfr 
vifitants  agreed,  that  (he  looked  prettifcr 
than  every  and  Fitzofborne  was  con- 
tinually reminded  of  thofe  well-known 
lines  which  charafterizc  the  fair  fcJr, 
as  defigned  to  "  be  adorned  by 
diftrefs/'  and  "  dreflcd  moft  amiably  in 
tears."  ' 

I  But 


A  TALI  OF  THE  TIMES.  I67 

t  ic  was  not  over  the  unconfcicuis 
thtc  this  fair  flowret  drooped. 
iocrcafed  fenfibilicy  of  the  prefenc 
(Town  coo  fragile  to  encounter  the 
id  conugion  of  deaths  declines  all 
ice  acquaintanc^lvith  fpcftacles  of 
ilicy,  and  deputes  hireling  hands 
crform  thofe  offices  which  the 
If  fortitude  of  former  times  claimed 
:  peculiar  privilege  of  afFcdion  and 
td.  My  attachment  to  obfolece 
tn  inclines  me  to  refer  the  imi- 
1  cuftom  of  flying  from  the  bed  of 
i  and  its  melancholy  appoJa^cs, 
me  other  caufe  than  excexiive  ten- 
Am  I  fufpetfl  the  faftidiuufiiers  of 
genccj  accudomed  to  bafk  io  the 
ineoflife*  and  bereft  of  lufHcienc 
gf  even  to  wifh  to  procure  a  de- 
againft  the  ftorm.  I  diicover  the 
ating  habits  of  difTipation,  the  cant 
KCryt  aud  the  fophifms  uf  felf-  :>- 

luiion. 
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tufipn.  Beauty  will  not  contethpktellie 
fixed  raylcfi  eycj  left  the  recblledionr 
fhoukl  obfcure  the  brilliancy  of  ttsbwii: 
youth  and  hralth  refufe  to  be  acquainted* 
with  the  livid  cheeky  which  preaches 
the  importance  ff  the  pafling  bottr% 
and  gaiety  abjures  all  knowledge  of  the 
clay-cold  rcliqucs  of  the  huaian  fornix 
left  the  fearful  fentence  of  <^  fuch  ihaic 
thou  be"  fhould  palfy  the  graceful  ftep^ 
arrcft  the  fwift  career  of  levity,  and 
render  the  whifper  of  adulation  uniiw 
tcrefting. 

Lady  Arabella's  firft  tears  flowed  hit^ 
neath  her  brother's  roof;  but  her  ex* 
treme  fufceptibility  foon  required*  frefli 
afylum.  Ijidy  Monteith  was  the  worft 
comforter  in  the  world ;  and  ihe  was 
convinced  that  her  poor  fpirita 'would 
be  quite  ovcrcomCj  if  ihe  did  not  get 
amongft  people  a  little  more  like  other 

iblics.  Geraldine  indeed  had  performed 

tbe 


A  TALE  OF  THE  TIMES.  t&f 

kt  office  of  a  confoler  to  her  Lucy  with 
toknblc  fucccfs ;  but  the  retired  daugh^ 
ttr  of  a  country  clergymao,  and  a  fa- 
ftionablebelley  are  different  characters  : 
ind  either  the  fimplicity  of  the  countefs 
did  not   difcriminacej  or  fome   fccret 
fMrk  of  ill-nature  prevented  Jier  from 
pdopdng  the  proper  method  of  treating 
Ikr  prefent  gueft.     She  permitted  lady 
Arabella's  tears,  to  ftream  without  any 
idtnonition   that  they  might  dim    her 
^es  or  injure    her   complexion ;  and 
*a  the  mod  violent  paroxyfms  of  grief 
fte  ftrovc  to  Ibftcn  her  emotions  by 
kading  the  difcourfe  to  her  dear  aunt's 
tfcfiion  for  her^  and  anxious  folicitudcs 
to  promote  her  happinefs.      She   had 
Wcc  the  inhumanity  to  fugged  the  idea, 
Alt  the  fcparated  fpirit  would  be  afflifted 
ly  witnefling  the  for  row  of  furviving 
fticzKls  ;  and  that  the  violent  indulgence 
of  extreme  regret  might  be  conflrued  to 
VOL.  11.  T  pro- 
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proceed  from  a  want  of  due  fubcniflion 
CO  the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  events.  She 
had  mdeed  fuccefsfully  expatiated  oa 
thefe  topics  to  Mifs  Eyans.  The 
countenance  of  that  artlefs  girl  aflbmed 
an  angelic  compofure  whilft  liftening 
oo  the  foltmn  fentiments ;  and  her  hands 
and  ejres  uplifted  in  meek  refignation 
feemed  to  iay^  <<  I  wUI  not  impede  thd 
^  beatitude  of  my  mother^  nor  murmur 
«*  at  the  difpenfations  of  my  God/* 

But  in  the  prefent  inftance  the  awful 
ftUufion  produced  very  horrific  cffcfts. 
Lady  Arabella's  ideas  of"  things  unfcen" 
were  extremely  confufed.  She  had  never 
had  time-to  inveftigate  the  fubjcd  her- 
ielf ;  and,  from  fome  arguments  which 
Mr.  Fitzoiborne  had  ufed,  (he  was  in- 
clined to  hope,  that  the  vague  notions 
which  (he  had  picked  up  in  her  early 
years  were  purely  chimerical  terrors, 
the  effeftof  low  prejudices.  She,  therc- 

(orc. 


A  TALE  or  THE  «ME».         tft 

fan,  replied  to  the  confolatory  argu- 
ment* of  the  countcfs  with  a  Airiek  of 
apprchenfion ;  befoughtller  in  future  tik 
avoid  fuch  ihocking  expredions ;  an<^ 
looking  round  her,  as  if  in  expe&ation 
of  feeing  \iiy  Madelina's  ghoH-,  fhe 
became  fo  fearful  of  having-a  vifionarj 
attendant,  that  Ibe  durft  not  move  from 
one  room  to  another  without  being  ac- 
companied by  a  corporeal  guard. 

At  Mr.  Fitzofborne's  next  vifit  (he 
expatiated  on  the  premeditated  cruelty 
of  lady  Montcith,  who  chofe  the  vcrjr 
period  ofhcr  being  Co  low  that  fhe  could 
hardly  fupport  herfelf,  to  afflict  her  by  ' 
naming  fubjcfts  that  Die  never  could 
bear.  She  was  perfectly  innocent,  flie 
faid ;  had  never  hurt  any  body,  nor 
commicred  any  crime  in  her  life :  and 
why  need  Ihc  be  talked  to  about  fcpa- 
/aied  fpirits,  and  religion,  as  if  Ihe  were 
the  greatcD  finner  in  the  world  ?  Lady 
I  a  Monteith 
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Montcith  had  even.  biDted,  chat  there 
ivould  be  an  indecoruai  in  her  going 
into  public  inunediacely  after  the  inter* 
ment  of  an  aunt,  who  had  to  her  fupplfcd 
the  tenderncfs  and  protection  of  the  ma- 
ternal character ;  and  (he  waa  certain  diat 
the  funeral  was  delayed,  not  fo  much  otf 
of  refpedlj  as  to  keep  her  immuredf  and 
to  make  her  break  her  heart,  which  was 
much  too  refined  and  tender  to  endure 
thofc  forms  of  woe  to  which  ftronger 
minds  might  fubmit.  In  fine,  (he  en« 
joined  Fitzofborne  to  ftate  to  lady  Mon- 
tcith the  impropriety  of  her  condud, 
and  to  convince  her  how  wrong  it  was 
to  talk  about  difagreeable  things  which 
(he  could  not  be  furc  were  true.  Ed  • 
ward  undertook  the  oflice,  but  advifed 
lady  Arabella  not  to  be  too  fanguine  of 
fuccefs.  Prejudices,  he  faid,  were  dub- 
born  things  to  contend  with,  and  hdy 
Monteith    had    unfortunately   imbibed 

feveral. 
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fcvcral.  He  comptimenred  lady  Ara- 
bcUaon  her  more  enlarged  notions,  buc 
conjured  her  to  conceal  a  fupcriority 
vhich  might  probably  excite  envy  i  and 
in  cafe  of  any  future  attempts  to  infpire 
ber  with  fupcrftitious  terrors,  he  wiflied 
bcr  either  to  give  a  fudden  turn  to  the 
coovcriation,  or  to  enjoy  the  triumph 
ofreafon  over  bigotry  in  a  dignified 
filcnce. 

Fitzofborne  entered  on  the  ta(k  en- 
joined, with  the  cruel  avidity  of  a  fxn* 
guinary  mind,  bent  on  dcftroying  what 
Kwa$  ncccflltated  to  revere.  His  ob- 
ktvations  on  lady  Montcith's  behaviour 
enabled  him  clearly  to  dcvelope  her 
cbaraflcr ;  and  as  he  founded  his  hopes 

of fucccfs  on  her  evident  love  of  praife, 
he  was  fcnfiblc  that  the  unaffected  fin- 
ctriiy  of  her  religious  principles  would 
provf  afleady  bulwark  loo  powerful  to 
^^  affdilcd  by  open  attacks,  and  which 
^  muft  cither  undermine  or  abandon 

13  hi^ 
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h\$  purfuic.  He  prtxcivcd,  that  though 
lier  vivacity  at  times  tranfcended  the 
Kfloits  of  rigid  prudence,  even  in  the 
l^ildeft  flights  of  gaiety  the  moft  guarded 
ridicule  on  facred  fubjefls  was  unpab* 
labk  I  and  though  the  engroffing  amuie- 
SQcnts  of  polite  life  afforded  kfs  leiforc 
for  reflection  and  devotiooal  excrcifes 
iuring  htr  flay  in  town,  (he  ever  pailcda 
diflipated  Sunday  with  evident  regret,  and 
appeared  to  feel  every  omimon  of  duty 
with  the  lelf-reproach  of  confcious  error, 
rather  than  to  avow  her  ncgledt  with  the 

bold  air  of  one  who  expe£bs  to  be  ap« 
plauded  for  liberality  and  exemption 
from  prefcribed  forms.  The  footing  on 
which  he  was  received  in  the  family  gave 
him  frequent  occafions  of  perceiving 
that,  though  flie  did  not  burft  out  into 
frequent  cenfures  againfl;  licentioufnefs, 
flie  never  treated  a  grofs  deviation  from 
miorality  and  decorum  with  that  levity 

of 
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^f  remark  which  warrants  the  conclii- 
&on|  thac  the  obferver's  principles  are 
Coo  relaxed  to  view  flagitious  conduA 
*Kh  proper  abhorrence.  Though  no 
one  knew  better  how  to  wing  the  (hafc 
tfniUery,  and  to  encourage  **  fporc 
flht  wrinkled  care  derides/'  wit  was 
her  the  cotnpanion  of  unreprovcd 
|itaiin>  not  the  child  of  unrcftrained 
ftertf.  I^roiic  hand  was  ever  taught 
Ipitrpedb  the  palladium  of  virtue  and 
idigion. 

•  The  event  which  Geraldine  had  latcl/ 
^'itDcflcd  confirmed  her  habitual  rcvc- 
'Cncc  for  ferious  fubjefts..  Without  pro- 
fcBing  to  feel  any  marked  attachment  to 
WyMadelina,  or  afFccling  forrow  for 
y  lofs,  Ihc  had  contcmplarcd  an  ob- 
J^  of  mortality  with  the  fympaihetic 
*oughtfulnefs  of  one  who  felt  confcious 
"^^fcc  was  a  fellow-pilgrim,  journeying 

I   4  to 
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to  the  fame  bourne.  A  contiftion  of 
the  indabilicy  of  temporal  pofifeflions, 
and  the  inefficiency  of  human  aid»  would 
naturally  diredt  a  confideratc  mind  to 
firmer  fupports,  and  to  recur  to  the  idea 
of  a  traveller>  than  which  nothing  can 
be  more  analogous  to  human  Hfc.  The 
certainty  of  a  limited  refidence  amongft 
ihe  objedts  of  fcnfe  excited  a  ftrong 
folicitudc  to  extend  her  k^wledge  of 
things  invifible,  and  to  fccure  an  intereft 
in  that  undifcovcred  world  of  which 
fhe  mud  one  day  become  an  inhabitant* 
A  (late  of  mind  like  that  which  I  have 
defcribed  appears  at  the  firft  glance  to 
be  unfavourable  to  the  defigns  of  a  Fitz- 
ofborne.  He  thought  it  otherwife.  It 
was  a  difpoHtion  which  naturally  led  to 
the  difcuflrion  of  moral  and  religious 
truths.  The  decent  forms  which  the 
cuftom  of  the  world  dill  fanflions  pre* 

fcribed 
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fcribed  ro  the  Montcichs  the  ncceiTicy 
of  avoiding  promifcuous  vititors,  and 
sbfenting  from  public  amuremcnis.  And 
though  the  fair  Arabella  fcemcd  to  calt 
*  longing  look  from  her  folicudc  upon 
forbidden  plcailirc,  the  counccfs  liftcned 
to  the  narrative  of  the  day  with  a  more 
linguid  actcniion,  and  imperceptibly  led 
mck  the  convcrlation  to  fomc  improving 
liibjcft.  Her  attcmprs  generally  fright- 
tntd  lady  Arabella,  and  compelled  her 
fouiic  refuge  in  her  own  aparimentsi 
"fiereihc  found  occupation  in  confulting 
"to  her  maid  on  the  changes  of  orna- 
titnt  which  the  alterations  in  her  mourn- 
ing would  admit.  Lord  Monteich, 
•hough  at  firft  doubtful  how  he  Jhould 
''ill  time  during  this  melancholy  period 
^  confinement,  found  fo  much  amufe- 
I'trit  in  ringing  the  dumb  bell  and  Icarn- 
•"gto  play  on  the  violin,  that  he  re- 
1  5  lapfed 


hpied  into  his  old  mtifornuie  cf  mut  of 
kifiirci  and  Ficzoiboroe  would  have 
found  it  more  difficult  to  avcnd  than  to 
kk&  opportunities  for  pdvato  cmmt- 
fittiou  with  Geialdioc« 
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CHAP.  xxvn. 

In  difieourTe  more  (Weet— 
Pitere  apart  fatona  hillrctir*d» 
In  tkoaglitt  more  cUvatt ,  and  reafonM  high 
Of  Pravidencci  fora4uiowledge»  will,  and  fait^ 
lix*dfate,  free  will,  fore-knowlec^geabfoloie. 
And  foQod  no  end,  in  wandering  mates  loft* 
Of  good  and  evil  much  they  argaed»thco» 
Of  bappinefs  and  final  miferyi 
^ffion  ayd  apathy,  glory  and  (hame, 
Vain  wifilom  all,  and  falfe  phiiofophy* 

Milton* 

■^lADiNC  was  one  of  Lady  Montcith's 
^>nftant  amufcmcnts »  and  among  her 
^*^ouritc  writers  the  moral  pages  of 
lohnfon  held  a  dtflingutlhed  pre-emU 

■^cticc.  His  in(tru£tive  romance  of  Raf- 
^Us  occupied  her  one  morning.  She 
^ppcd  at  the  part  which  feemcd  to  in- 
*wnatc  the  author's  belief  in  the  poffi- 
Wily  of  fpedkral  appearances.  The  idea 
ftiODgly  cngrofTed  her  imagination.  She 

I  6  «    rumi* 


ruminated  on  the  arguments  which  might 
be  adduced  on  either  fide^  and  continued 
in  a  profound  reverie  when  Fitzofbpme 
entered  the  room. 

After  a  paufe,  in  which  lady  Montcith 
was  trying  to  difengage  her  ideas  from 
the  train  of  reflexion  which  they  had 
purfued,  Edward  politely  ezpreffed  his 
fears  that  he  had  interrupted  an  agree- 
able ftudy ;  andj  v^ith  an  intimaQon  that 
he  would  immediately  withdraw^  inquired 
what  fubjed  occupied  her  attention. 
She  delivered  to  him  the  unclofed  vo- 
lume without  any  comment.  He  read 
the  paflage  to  which  her  finger  referred, 
and  reftored  it  with  an  obfervation,  that 
the  British  cenfor  was  perfefily  confift^ 
ent.  Geraldine,  miflaking  this  remark 
for  approbation,  replied,  that  (he  had 
ever  thought  him  fo,  and  therefore 
ftrove  to  form  her  mind  by  the  exalted 
fiandard  his  works  prefcfibcd* 

♦*  I  agree 
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'<  I  agree  with  you/*  faid  Ficzofborne. 
*  His  writings  do  indeed  prefcribe  an 
^  cxaked  ftandard  of  morality*  A  gi- 
*■  ganticone,  I  fhould  rather  fay;  utterly 
^  inadequate  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
**  worid.  His  views  and  writings  are, 
••  however,  all  uniform.  An  enemy  to 
"  kvity  and  (implicity,  a  lover  of  difci- 
^  plbeand  fyftem,  averfe  to  thofe  rights 
**  ^Mch  man  inherently  pofleffes,  tena- 
nous  of  thofe  bulwarks  which  focicty 
**  fcrms,  he  is  repulfive  in  his  politics, 
**  uncomplying  in  his  morality,  and 
**  iuftcre  in  his  religion/' 

It  was  only  the  lad  obfcrvation  which 
^^inced  the  countcfs  that  this  cxor- 
"^  was  defigned  to  ccnfure  her  fa- 
l  '<*oritc  author,  and  flic  began  his  dc- 
>  fcjcc  by  making  fomc  preliminary  con- 
^ffions.  In  extenuation  of  that  air  of 
*fcontcnt  and  dcprtflion  which  ever 
l^nradcs  his  works  when   he  refers  to 

the 
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the  fituation  of  a  profcffed  wriief»  flie 
maintained  that  large  aUpwaoocs  ooght 
to  be  made  for  the  leofibiltC3r  of  iin|Ni« 
tronized  merit,  confcioua  of  deftrr  and 
ftniggltng  under  calamity.  She  added; 
jthat  the  fituauon  of  the  moralift  m  his 
early  years  precluded  him  from  eMcting 
into  thofe  more  refined  claflfcs  of  fociety^ 
w)iofe  amiable  poliih  might  have  jbft* 
ened  the  afperities  of  his  natural  cha* 
rader.  *  But  fince  the  world  already 
poflTcflfed  many  elegant  inftru£tors»  who 
knew  how  to  aim  the  lighter  Ihafca  of 
fatire,  and  to  blend  improvement  with 
amufemcnt^  perhaps  the  lover  of  litera* 
lure  would  not  regret  the  circumftancea 
ihat  gave  him  one  Icfs  urbane  moralift, 
.whofe  auftcre  fenfe  exhibited  the  nobleft 
model  of  energetic  compofition  and  ex** 
ajted  principle. 

<<  Your  juftificatioD,   madam/'  laid 
Fitzofl>orne>  *'  is  conclufivc.  The  page 

w  of 
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^.cvideoce  thac  the  dead  are' 
i^iapd  to  become  objects  of  oor 
ti^  I  have  long  rejoiced  in'  the 
t  that  our  departed  friends  are 
^eots  employed  by  over-ruling 

idence  to  perform  offices  of  care 
aendernefs  co  their  furviving  con- 
mu  This  thought  has  moft  fre« 
tlj  occured  co  me,  as  I  have 
over  my  deeping  children^  and  I 
fancied  glorified  beings  watched 
unconfcious  hours  with  fimilar 
ition.  When  I  was  once  threat* 
.  with  the  lofs  of  my  cldeft  darling, 
od  fenfiblc  confolation  in  the  idea 
\  becoming  a  guardian  cherub  to 
in  the  innocence  of  its  fitters 
Jgh  a  dangerous  world,  sind  to 
ivc  my  parting  fpirit  at  the  hour 
ly  diflblution." 

le  the  counceis  fpoke,  her  radiant 
circ  fuflfufed  with  tears.-    Fitzof- 

borne. 


/ 
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*^  The  uncommon  fufceptibiliqr  and 
<^  delicacy  of  her  charader  would  make 
^^  her  feel  painful  alarms,  while  I  iee 
«<  you  only  indulge  a  *  fine  frensf/  In 
<*  a  converfation  you  lately  bad  with 
'<  her»  even  fome  of  your  goardecl  ex^ 
'«  prefTions  have  caufed  her  die  moft 
•«  diftrefling  agitation.** 

Lady  Monceith  recolledled  that  (he 
was  talking  to  a  lover^  and  determined 
to  endure  a  liitle  puerility.  She  ac- 
knovilcdged,  that  it  was  natural  for 
Arabella  to  fccm  dcprcflcd  immediately 
after  the  lofs  of  a  friend  who  had  afted 
the  part  of  an  adopted  mother  to  her,  and 
fhc  promifcd  to  be  very  cautious  in  fu- 
.  lure.  "  Bur,*'  continued  (he,  *«  I  muft 
««  own  that  the  invifible  agency  of  fc- 

*•  paratcd  fpirits  is  a  very  favourite  theme 
*'  with  me  ;  and  though,  contrary  to 
*«  the  opinion  of  the  Abyflinian  fage,  I 
««  could  affirm,  that  we  never  have  any 

•*  certain 
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hb  .evidence  thac  the  dead  are' 
Mf$A  'to  become  objects  of  oor 
ri^  I  have  long  rejoiced  in  the 
)  that  our  departed   friends  are 
agents  employed  by  over-ruling 

ddence  to  perform  oiSiccs  of  care 
eeodernefs  to  their  furviving  con- 
Mis.  This  thought  has  moft  fre« 
idy  occured  to  me,  as  I  have 
over  my  deeping  children^  and  I 
!  fiincied  glorified  beings  watched 
unconlcious  hours  with  fimilar 
ition.  When  I  was  once  threat* 
1  with  the  lofs  of  my  cideft  darling, 
lod  fenfiblc  confolation  in  the  idea 
s  becoming  a  guardian  cherub  to 
in  the  innocence  of  its  fifters 
Ugh  a  dangerous  world,  and  to 
ive  my  parting  fpiric  at  the  hour 
ny  diflblution/' 

ile  the  councefs  fpoke,  her  radiant 
'crc  fuflfufed  with  tears.-    Fitzof- 

borne. 
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borne,  checking  fome  unfubdued  ftr^* 
gles  ofconfcicnce,  which  alnM  tempted' 
him  to  wifb  he  could  enjoy  fuch  vifionarf 
delights^  cdolly  replied  to  her  energetic 
fpeech :  <^  I  (hould  be  wcrj  forrj,  ina* 
''  dam,  to  interrupt  thole  agreeable  re* 
^  veries  which  in  minds  of  ycnr  tetn*^ 
^  perature  can  r^r^  be  prejodicM*  t 
^  ibaH  only  ft  ate  the  dingctatti  oMife'-^ 
^  quences  of  fuch  illufioos  beodmlag 
"  general.  What  a  tremendous  fupferw  ' 
«  ftrufture  of  impofition  might  prieft- 
*^  craft  ereft  upon  fuch  a  vifionary  bafis  t 
^*  You  do  not  pretend,  madam,  to  hj, 
f*  that  your  hopes  reft  upon  any  real 
<*  foundation.  The  nature  of  the  Ib^l 
<^  has  hitherto  eluded  inquiry.  It  may 
**  in  time  become  capable  of  abfblute 
'<  definition ;  and  chough  the  age  is  not 
*'  at  prcfenc  fufficiently  enlightened  to 
«*  afford  abfolucc  proof  of  this  fuppofcd 

^'  immaterial    fubftance  being  only  s 

*•  more 
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cnorecxquinre  configuration  ofperifh- 
able  atoms,  incapable  of  diflinft  exifl. 
ence,  the  glorious  epoclia  of  truth  and 
ifealbn  is  too  near  to  allow  us  to  believe 
ifae  poflibility  of  fpedral  appearances, 
^or  even  of  fpiricual  agency,  in  the 
^manner  your  innagtnacion  prompts  you 

wilh." 

'hough  lady  Monteith  was  no  deep 
)gian,  fhe  had  heard  of  the  mille- 

ij  and  the  fufpenGon  of  confcioufnrfs 
^die  difembodied  foul ;  and  fhe  con- 
iHded  that  Fitzofborne  was  a  convert 
iithofe  doctrines.  She  was  by  no  means 
MMre  of  the  deeper  tendency  of  his 
Mews;  yet,  as  (he  thought  there  was 
BMnething  peculiar  in  his  opinions,  (he 
Srifted  to  fathom  him  upon  chefe  Tub* 
§Bfts.  She  knew  enough  of  the  world 
ID  be  convinced,  that  divinity  v/as  not 
ife  fiivourite  ftudy  of  youj.g  men  of  fa- 
Uotki    but  (he   knew  too,  that  deep 

learning: 
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learning  was  equally  excluded ilftxiMfMiSlt^ 
circles.  Fitzofbornc  had  been  mmjii^if^ 
to  her  as  the  <<  mirror  of  infon»mfi[>i/^  / 
and  (he  faw  nothing  ridtcidMP  Mi^tli^  :. 
idea  J  that  a  man  of  reading  ^ftould^lAs^,  , 
vote  a  part  of  his  attention  t<»  cbe  flM^ 
of  the  nobleil  truths.     loiKiftrcnct,^;^; 
ferious  fubjcds  was^  as  far  1u  Jier  ^jqIh  ;j 
lervations  extended^  clNnbtiled-^il^il^^^ 
norance  and  a  general  relaxation  dftoSiiiV  V 
Fitzofborne's  manner  evinced  eaeigfted  . 
attention.     She  had  often  felt  indigtuult : 
at  hearing  the  witling  attempt  to  ridicule 
i^hat  he  did  not  imderftand^  or  the  K- 
bcrtine  feck  to  invalidate  what  he  fetrcd  . 
to  believe.     But  Fitzofbornc  poflcflSeii 
too  much  real  talent  to  envy  the  'wreatli 
that  fades  uppn  the  coxcomb^a  broi^ 
and  his  conduct  feemed  too  correft  Mi . 
fupply  him  with  a  motive  for  taking 
fhelcer  in  infidelity.     His  fentimencs  OR  . 
tw^r^  fubjcd  were  moral  and  liben^  , 

His 


\r3 
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Hi  felf-conunaml  was  txetnplary  n  his 
iMraiatuxi  general ;  his  reafoning, 
|jMil|^  flowery,  ingenious^  and»  in  lady 
*%  opinion,  judicious.  I  have 
obfenred,  that  her  pares  were 
biiUiaot  than  profound*  It  will 
therefore  be  liirprifing,  that  fhe 
be  eafily  entangled  in  the  fnare 
fyUogifin,  or  that  the  unfufpcfting 
rity  of  her  heart  (hould  render  her 
to  any  one  who  took  the  trouble 
ly  the  fpecious  confummate  hypo- 


In  (brming  her  opinion  of  the  dan- 
charadcr  which  was  now  cxpofcd 
^her  obfcrvation,  (he  had  fallen  into 
fitne  error  of  precipitate  judgment 
;h  (he  had  been  guilty  of  in  the 
^Bife  of  Lord  Monteith.  She  now  fup- 
Ukd  talents  with  as  much  liberality 
imhc  formerly  created  virtues.  Expe- 
SiJBKC  had  convinced  her,  that  love  is 
i-  -  apt 
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I 

ape  to  look  through  magnifying  opdd  1 
yet,  though  t>ne  pleafing  phantom  faded 
after  another,  fomething  really  efltiimble 
ftill  remained  -,  and  on  her  comparing 
her  own  lot  with  that  of  othen,  flic 
found  abundant  reafon  to  acquiefcc  in  a 
fiate  of  refigned  content.  Recalling 
fomc  of  Mrs.  Evans's  early  precepts  yflie 
had  laboured  to  fubdue  thofc  oiore  cx^ 
quifite  rcBnements  of  fenfibility^  which 
vainly  look  for  cpnfummace  enjoyment 
in  this  world  -,  and  without  feeling  too 
lively  regrets  for  the  want  of  unattainable 
good,  fhc  enjoyed  the  cup  of  blcfling 
which  Providence  tendered  to  her  ac- 
ceptance. She  was  in  this  date  of  mind 
when  her  acquaintance  with  Fitzofbornc 
commenced.  The  peculiarity  of.  his 
charadter  drew  her  attention.  The  evi* 
dent  infelicity  of  his  connubial  profpeAs 
attraAed  pity.  His  conduft  awakened 
cfteemi  and  his  intellcdual  fupcrioritjK 

excited 
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feuration.  Neither  did  fbedif* 
M:  what  fccrec  failing  in  herfcif 
Iftion  fprung,  nor  tliat  Vanity 
j«  magnifier  as  Love, 
brne  had  been  fo  careful  to 
Bticifm  in  ambiguous  phrafes, 
i^onteith's  folicirude  to  dif- 
principles  really  arofc  from  an 
Lijhcir  fingularicy  chiefly  pro- 
pm  their  excellence,  and  that 
jrijng  with  fiim  (he  /hould 
1  her  own  conviftions.  She 
^inented,  that  lord  Monteith'a 
piper  deprived  her  of  that  fup- 
pjdgmcnt  and  direfling  care 
t  conjugal  inf^itutioti  was  in- 
I  afford  to  the  foftcr  ftx. 
IHot  doubtful  of  the  propriety 
b  condufl,  (he  naturally  wilhcd 
I  receive  the  approbation  of  an 
[eyci  and  a  confcioufnefs  of 
Ibiltties  was  attended  with  fome 
repugnance 
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repugnance  to  their  ^*  wafting  their 
fwcetnefs  in  the  defert  air/'  The  friend, 
the  advifer  (he  had  long  wiihed  for, 
fcemed  now  to  prefent  himfelf  to  her 
view  in  the  perfon  of  an  acqomplilhed 
intelligent  gentleman  of  irreproachable 
worth,  who  would  foon  D^eome  a  near 
relation.  Every  idea  of  impropriety  was 
removed  by  this  latter  conficferatioo  s 
and,  with  the.ufual  imbecility  of  Ihort- 
lighted  mortals,  (he  fancied  .her  charac* 
ter  might  acquire  additional  luftre  by 
reflefting  the  fplendor  of  fo  bright  a  lu« 
niinary«     She  had  not  difcovered,  that 

All  was  falfe  and  hollow,  though  his  tongue 
Dropped  manna,  and  could  make  the  worfe  appear 
The  better  reafon  to  perplex  and  dalh 
Matureft  councils  :  for  his  thoughts  were  low : 
To  vice  induftriousy  but  to  nobler  deeds 
Tim'rous  and  flothful ;  yet  he  pleased  the  ear. 

Her  endeavours  to  dived  this  <*  Demon 
of   fcntiment"    of    his    cherubic   veil 

■  were 

5 
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\f  however,  inefieftual.  Wrapped 
b  darfing  obfcuricy^  he  defied  her 
iaj.  His  knowledge  of  the  human 
c  convinced  him  how  powerful  an 
oe  lecreff  becomes,  when  wielded 
I  llciUbl  Jiand  and  oppofed  to  the 
A  Ijpiric  of  female  curioGt^.  But 
e  he  eluded  her  inquiriesi  and 
led  a  fiill  difcovery  of  his  own  opi- 
ij  he  threw  out  enough  to  convince 
diat  they  were  not  only  cxcraordi- 

but  permanent  >  and  by  complin 
QDg  the  iagacious  avidity  with  which 
feized  every  fcntimcnt  he  fccmed 
Uily  to  difclofe,  he  roufed  the  min- 

folicitude  of  inquifitivenefs  and 
y,  and  formed  an  inccreft  which  he 
rouned  to  improve. 
he  converfadon  ended  on  his  part 
a  panegyric  on  morality^  which  he 
Klwith  oftentatiousornaments;  and  a 
ppic  againft  the  illibcralicy  of  fuppof- 
)L,  II.  K  ing 
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ing  Jthat  exalted  minds  needed  any  other' 
inducement  to  aA  rightly  than  the  abftraft 
lovelinefs  of  virtue.  His  laft  obiervatioi^ 
was  prefaced  by  a  folemn  avowal  of  his 
own  refpeft  for  religions  which  he  ac-. 
knowledged  to  be  a  mod  ufefiil  inven« 
tion^  and  a  neceflary  reftridion  upon  chci 
untutored  part  of  mankind.     He  left/ 
lady  Montcith  in  a  fort  of  mazCj  qe--. 
gretting  that  he  had  not  been  more  ex* 
plicit  on  thofe  points  in  which  he  had  . 
confefTcd  his  opinions  diflFered  from  her8»: 
delighted  with  his  pure  morality^  and 
enchanted  with  his  converfation. 

Her  reverie  was  interrupted  by  hdy 
Arabella's  reqoefting  the  fivour  of  her 
opinion,  whether  tiffany,  jeflfaminej  of 
crape  rofes,  would  make  the  moft  cle-, 
gant  feftoon.  She  liftened  widi  per- 
plexed attention  to  a  •  recapitulation  of 
the  light  airinefe  of  the  former  ornament, 
and  the  quiet  accommodation  of  the 

latter  i 
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latter ;  and  (he  felc  mortified  at  being 
obliged  to  witnefs  the  effeA  of  their 
alternate  difplay  on  her  ladyfhip's  court- 

'  drcfs.  While  Jier  «ycs  were  fixed  upon 
vacancy^  and  her  thoughts  were  regrct- 
ing  the  wilful  negligence,  which  would 
give  to  Fitzofborne  a  frirolous  unintel- 

:  'Ugent  partner,  (he,  with  the  indifference 
of  Swift's  Vanefla,  pronounced  an  un« 
confcious  preference  of  the  crape  rofes. 
This  fiat  was  deci(ive>  and  lady  Arabella 
returned  to  her  own  apartment  with  her 
maid  and  her  milliner ;  a  happy  groupe, 
till  the  difcovcry,  that  a  lady  whom  lady 
Arabella  hated  wore  crape  rofcs,  drew 
from  the  diftrcflcd  fair  one  fcveral  pa- 
thetic ejaculations  on  the  peculiar  un* 
happine(^  of  her  own  lot,  in  being  thus 
prevented  from  having  the  prettied 
trimming  in  the  world.  Some  tender 
tears  were  dropped,  which  were  placed 
to  the  account  of  her  aunt  \  and  after  a 

K  2  few 
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few  cxprcffions,  which  from  a  perlbn  of 
Icfs  delicacy  might  be  termed  fcoldiiigt 
fhe  difmiflcd  her  terrified  audicors  with 
a  declaration  that  fhe  was  vtrj  low# 
and  could  not  bear  contradiftion  and 
difappointment. 

Meantime  ladf  Monteith  had  reliifiied 
her  ftudies,  and  began  to  difcover  Ibme 
of  thofe  faults  in  her  beloved  Joholba 
which  Fitzofborne  had  pointed  out^  when 
lord  Monteith  entered  the  room^  highlf 
elated  that  he  had  juft  made  himfelf 
complete  mafter  of  "  Britons  ftrike 
^'  homCj"  and  entreating  her  to  accom- 
pany him  upon  the  harp.  She  com* 
plied ;  but  the  fmile  of  acquiefcence  was 
more  of  the  penfive  than  of  the  exhi- 
larating kind  I  and  her  thoughts  wan- 
dered to  the  prohibited  haunts  of  uielefs 
regrets  for  the  paft>  and  vain  anticipa- 
tions of  the  future.  But  while^  in  her 
career  of  impolfibilities,  fhe  was  begin- 

niqg 
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g  ta  wUh  that  Moateich  pcfleffed  the 
eUgent  mind  of  Fitzofborncj  her  care* 
tJMod  ftruck  a  £i]&  chord,  and  a  mc- 
ivcal  icDpulfe  aroufed:  her  attention 
le  <DOugh  to  anfwer  her  lord's  in- 
vicst  if  Ihe  was  well^  and  if  any^thing 
dc;  her  unhappy.  His  affcAionate 
Idtode  rtftored  her  mind  to  ics  ufual 
qteramenr,  and  (he  chided  hrrfclf 
'bulging  a  thought  inconfidenc  v^ich 
k  gratitude  and  eftcem  which  (he 
^  to  her  plighted  confort.  She  re* 
Defied,  that  different  excellencies  be-* 
igto  different  characters;  and  that  it 
riie  abufe,  not  the  want,  of  a  talent 
kh  ftamps  criminality  upon  aqy  one. 
t  made  allowances  for  ihe  force  of 
W  confpiring  with  (Irong  pafTions, 
Htftnuaed  by  an  expenfive,  yet  de- 
KrCy  education,  and  inflamed  by  the 
sftioiis  of  affiuence  and  uncontrolled 
sdgiai  of  aClion.    While  thcfe  reflec- 

K  3  tions 
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learning  was  cqu^ll/  excluded  from] 
circles.  Firzoibornc  had  been  aona 
to  her  as  tlie  "  mirror  of  ia'orinaq 
and  (he  fjw  nolhtng  ridiculous  Jl 
ideaj  i.'iat  a  man  of  reading  Qiovl 
vote  a  part  of  his  aicention  to  tba 
of  the  nobleft  truihs.  Indiffcrci 
ferioijs  fubjtdls  was,  as  far  u  h 
icrvations  cxtcndei*,  cAmbined  lH 
noranccand  a  general  rclaxatioDOJ 
Fiizofborne's  manner  evinced  enc) 
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Hb  felf-oonunand  was  exemplary  \  his 
bfiMOMtion  general ;  his  reafoning^ 
ImIi^  flowery,  ingenious,  and^  in  lady 
hiNKeich*a  opinion,  judicious.  I  have 
obfenred,  chat  her  parts  were 
r  briUtaot  than  profound.  It  will 
tbcicfore  be  furprifing,  that  Ihe 
be  ci^y  entangled  in  the  fnare 
fyUogifin,  or  chat  the  unfufpcfling 
of  her  heart  fhould  render  her 
to  any  one  who  took  the  trouble 
f  the  Ipecious  confummate  hypo- 


^  In  forming  her  opinion  of  the  dan- 
HPODS  charadtr  which  was  now  expofed 
pj^ber  obfervarion,  (he  had  fallen  into 
ffk  &xnc  error  of  precipitate  judgment 
|Mch  Ihe  had  been  guilty  of  in  the 
Mfe  of  Ijoxd  Monteich.     She  now  fup- 

red  talents  with   as   much    liberality 
fbc  formerly  created  virtues.     Expc- 
had  convinced  her,  that  love  is 

apt 
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tions  fucceflively  occupied  her  mindy  a 
tender  fweetnefs  diffufcd  itfclf  over  her 
countenance,  and  her  hand  cttcuted 
«*  Britons  ftrtkc  home'*  entirely  to  his 

lord(hip's  fatisfadion. 
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Tlicii  gay  idtat  crowd  tbe  vtcant  brain, 

Vfliilt  pctn  and  doket*  and  all  their  fwrapSog  train^ 

And  gancrty  iart,  and  coronata  ap|Kar» 

And  IS  bh  fonnds,  «*  Your  Grace**  fiblutce  the  ear. 

POPI* 

iTzosBORNi's  thoughts  wcre  now  fo 

igroflfed  by  his  intended  attack  on  the 
inciplcs  and  honour  of  lady  Monteitli, 
At  he  felt  as  little  interefted  about  the 
rent  of  his  engagements  with  lady  Ara- 
ella  as  if  the  marriage  ceremony  had 
etUy  taken  place.   He  was  roufed  from 
Ins  infcnfibility  by  the  noble  vifcount 
III  brother;  who,  having  procured  a  copy 
rf  the  redoubtable  fettlement,  which   I 
btfe  before  mentioned,  fwore  upon  his 
httour  (his  lordfhip,  though  very  fond 
^  this  oath,  was  never  known  to  be 
fctfworn)  that  the  terms  were  too  hard 

K4  for 
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for  any  man  above  a  (hoe«  black  to  abide 
by.  <'  I  would  have  you  by  all  means, 

"  Ned,'*  iaid  he,  "  make  ,a  better  bar- 
"  gain  for  yourfclf.  The  girl  ia  im» 
^*  menfely  fond  of  you,  chat  is  evident ; 
'<  and  a  fellow  with  a  tenth  part  of  your 
*•  addrcfs,  would  rtlake  the  pretty  dri- 
'*  vellcr  accede  to  any  thing.  Ca^'c 
*^  you  give  her  a  little  fentiment  upon 
*^  the  occafion  ;  and  tell  her>  that  by  ra« 
^*  ferving  all  her  fortune  in  her  own 
«<  power,  it  will  be  abfolutely  impoffible 
*«  for  her  ever  to  enjoy  the  fuUime 
<'  gratification  of  receiving  obligations 
"  from  the  perfon  (be  loves  ?  Can't  you 
'<  flourifh  too  upon  the  pro vi Aon  in  cafe 
<*  of  reparation  and  divorce,  a^d  dechve 
*^  that  the  frigorific  idea  petrifies  yo«r 
<«  whole  frame  ?  Be  mailer  of  her  fortune, 
<^  however,  at  all  events;  f6t  let  ne 
<«  tell  you,  my  dear  kd,  a  wife'i  a'fle<s 
^  tions  in  this  age  arc  but  a  transferable 

<«  com- 
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9*  commodity  of  fittlc  permanent  vdiv^ 
!*  I  aflbre  you.'^ 

.EdMud  felt  coo  well  coovioced  of  bis 

iWliMcncc  to  doubt  die  poifibilicy  of  his 

.«Q|iAiiig  ibc  glicaering  pfiM  upon  his 

Mm  ternii  and  ke  iketcftfed  jii  hb 

^fliiad  die  only  yadlitioas  upon  which  he 

-wcMfld  coofent  to  gtwt  the  hdy  the  ho- 

'Mi«  of  his  ntme*      Thefe  condirions 

^we#e  remarkabk  fix*  nodiing  but  dieir 

l^euig  «  direfi  contrsdtdlion  lo  lady  Ma- 

-.ddiiia't  plan.    But  on  his  firft  convcrfa- 

^^  with  Isdy  Arabella  upon  the  fubgeft^' 

W  difippTered  that  he  had  greatly  mif- 

Iribea  her  cfaarafter  when  he  attributed 

^ .  *^  it  any  degree  of  pliability  In  pecuniary 

ttmers.     She>  indeed^  lovtd  to  fquan- 

*4tr  with  thoughdefs  profufion ;  but  that 

'^  love  of  fquandering  fuggeftcd  che 

In^ety   of  retaining  ihe  power   of 

.dfliDg  fo  I  and  the  lovers  parted  with 

1^   mutual  difladafaition :   Edwards 

K  5  convinced 
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^onivinced  that  his  merits  would  confcf 
honour  upon  any  lady  on  whom  he  be* 
ftowcd  his  hand ;  and  lady  Arabella,  per- 
fuadedthat  a  younger  brother  has  ho 
light  to  exped  a  higher  office  than  co 
be  his  wife's  fteward,  if  he  be  fo  lucky 
as  to  engage  the  good  opinion  of  a 
woman  of  fortune*  Both  feemed  iof^ 
clincd  to  bring  their  matrimonial  pre- 
tentions to  a  frcfli  market.    He  thought 

that  his  perfon  might  attraft  fome  &ir 
•one  equally  rich  and  lefs  mercenary i 
and  (he  knew,  that  when  people  calcu-* 
late  upon  good  matches,  there  is  always 
as  great  a  difference  between  prefent 
poiTeflion  and  reverQonary  expedatioo, 
as  there  is  between  the  comparative 
fplendor  of  a  baronial  and  a  ducal  coro- 
net. The  gentleman  pondered  upon 
the  propriety  of  difcontiniiing  his  ad- 
drefles ;  but  the  lady  haftened  his  deli« 
bcrations  by  informing  him^  that  if  his 

vifitt 
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vifilifat  Pordaod-plaGC  were  upon  her 
aKpunr*  flie  begged  ihe  might  not  ia 
AjBWc  iatcmpt  his  important  aroca* 
timti  and  thus  Mr.  Fitz6lborne  was 
ftcUrdf  redated  to  the  ficuadoii  of  « 
'4p^iBml  ,6man^ '«  conditibii  which  the 
.^ytMikj  of  his  talents  knew  how  to 

MfKOVC. 

<  Lady  Arfbella's  frivolity,  fcIBfhnefs^ 
ttd  avowed  expedation  pf  making  fu^ 
•  ptrior  conquefts,  did  not  difcredit  the 
ik  which  Fitzofborne  told  of  his  dif- 
liiffioii.  The  blunt  integrity  of  lord 
Mstteith's  charaAer  took  Bre  at  his 
VkPt  evident  derelidion  of  the  princU 
fkt' of  honour/ conftancy,  and  female 
^Acicy  s  and  the  relu£tance  with  which 
^  fpccious  Edward  appeared  to  difco- 
^  ker  caprice,  irritated  his  ardent  tem- 
per ftill  more.  He  charged  her  with 
^  infidelity  and  grofs  indecorum  s 
^ixtihc  evaded  the  charge  by  uFging» 

K  6  that 


1 

that  ftit  was  a  free  iadipeiideiit  Wli)f» 
ttid  accountable  to  no  one  "for  her  liAidife^ 
which  were  the  refok  of  her  ojptttiMA'i 
and  BO  one  had  ^fright  t^  ftrtfiaftlb 
the  i)|)M0Ds  of  «tbei^.  llie  elri  MMMl 
agtdnft  this  iieoerodox  tJodrine^  bbbmah 
k  milimted  againft  his  wifli  of  ftfNtcnbcjFf 
widiout  (lifcovering  that  there  Wui  k 
degree  of  ingratitude  in  d|p  UpplicafciOD 
of  thefe  prihcipkii  agaiaft  the  iotercft 
of  the  matter  from  whom  flie  had  ac» 
-quired  them ;  and  her  ladyfliip  refolded 
never  to  miflead  her  huibtod  by  far* 
nifhing  a  previous  ihftance  ef  ho*  ftbh 
miflion  to  her  brother's  authority.  She 
removed  on  the  very  evening  of  the 
difpute  to  the  houfe  of  lord  viicount 
Fitzoibornew 

In  order  to  expkin  the  reafoe  of  her 
choofing  that  afyluih^^  I  muft  unriddle  a 
little  Machiavelian  policy.  The  fltuatioa 
of  the  noble  houfc  of  Fitzoiborne  was 

become 


likkk^  ^toit  ](3»tcirtOtt  in  point  of 
atdh^^ttM^tMf'ftprefenutive  of  its 
IHMi^  Bke  Shtkrpeare's  Peiry,  h^^ 
ttf  ^  tifiift  -  fittfif  a  northern  look  to 
|ii^  fttettr  brings  up  hb  powerl/' 
illi^iiliiftribdi  vHcountinddetl  could  not 
'MmMf  a  kgd  dtffe  ta  that  fpacious 
whieh  no^  centered  in  lady 
'i^BlbcIlis  btt  Ms  fraternal  wifh  of  tranjl 
fflftfag'it  to  his  own  femilv  was  not  quite 
-  ttlttereftcd.      Edward   had  ever  ap- 
'Fired  too  abftrafted^   too   generous> 
;.'  jMtoo  fupcrior  to  low  mercenary  views^ 
.  ti  dfcny  a  brother  the  loan  of  a  few 
^  ttfltaftmls^  and  his  indifference  to  money 
i   ^  tt  the  vifcount^s  opmion  the  caufe 
[  It  lb  prefeht  difappoinrmeht ;  for  had 
!    Jihirholc  hfcaft  been  engroffcd  by  the 
;    itttt  of  advancing   his  fortune^  the 
\   JfOtf  bird  inight  have  beat  her  gay 
pbnagc  in  ufeleis  vexation,  at  finding 

hcrfclf 


/ 
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herfelf  furrounded  by  too  aumf  toSki 
ever  to  hope  for  recovered  libercf^ 

In  oppofition  to  chofe  facurouie  cea«. 
fors  who  affirm  that  a  genteel^Miif  never, 
think  or  adt  in  concert,  I  have  to  relate 
a  fcheme  in  which  the  yifcouot  and  hit 
lady  cordially  co-operated,  and  wbicb» 
though  it  might  hot  terminate  in  an  in- 
vocation  of  Venus's  antique  doves,  pro- 
mifed  to- produce  a  modern  pigcoiK 
The  farce  commenced  with  a  vifit  from 
the  vifcountefs  to  her  dear  friend;  during 
which  (he  heard  with  mingled  furprize 
and  grief  chat  Mr.  Fitzofborne's  ex^ 
pedations  were  fo  very  illiberal,  and 
his  temper  fo  very  uncomplying,  that 
the  connexion  was  diffolved  She  com- 
mended the  laudable  fpirit  which  dic- 
tated lady  Arabella's  refolution  of  (boner 
breaking  her  heart  than  fubmittiog  to 
unjuftifiable  demands;    but  when    Ihe 

added^ 
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iddec^  thMt  hf  Am  afting  with  proper 
icgpd  to  ietnak  dignitf »  Ihe  had  ex-^ 

ood  the  rdeimnenc  of  her  brother^  the 
ni%pmiuM  of  her  fympathizing  friend 
-llHMcd  aO  bounds.  With  bitter  far- 
|||lifai  00  the  indelicacy  of  lord  Mon« 
iaterfereiice>  flie  iotreated  her  to 
diftAIy  to  lord  Ficzoflbome's, 
aflured  her,  that  offended  beauty 
find  a  proteftor  in  the  vifcounr^ 
ik  would  either  compel  Edward  to 
Mb  proper  conceflionsj  or  difown  him 
ii  a  broth|r« .  There  was  fomcthing 
^  Roman  in  this  fentiment.  It  was 
cipKfled  with  becoming  dignity  ;  and 
^  vilcounte6,  {till  farther  to  eoforce 
^  sddcd,  <*  You  will  get  a  little  more 
'^  iito  the  world,  my  dear^  from  which^ 
^'  it  is  certaiA,  you  have  lately  been  too 
'*  imch  ieduded.  We  have  frequently 
^licde  private  parties,  at  which  you 
**  Cttooc  objeft  to  taking  a  card,  for 

*«  nobody 
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*<  nobody  will  know  any  thing  abtot  !^ 
^^  fo  chat  there  cannot  be  anjr  indeco— ^ 
<^  rum,    I  proceft^  I  think  you  groir^ 
**  more  bewitching  every  hour*     Toor^ 
«*  mourning  becomes  you  fo  exquificd^ 
*<  thac  in  pity. to  the  world  I  ought  tio^ 
'*  propofe  keeping   you  (hut  vp^  thaC 
<^  other  belles  may  have  a  little  diance  i 
^^  but  I  own  I  am  malicious  enough  to 
^^  wifli  to  give  a  little  filKp  to  Edward'* 
^*  fears.     Nothing  is  fo  animating  as  a 
**  ftrong  6tof  jcaloufy>and  I  know  that 
*'  to  make  frefli  conque(||i  you  need 
*^  only  appear/'     So  friendfhip  urged ; 
and  its  arguments  were  conchifive* 

The  parties  might  now  be  laid  to  be 
fairly  drawn  up  in  battle  array ;  for»  not 
to  yield  to  the  Fitzcibornes  in  hoffnti* 
lity»  lord  Monteith  had  infifted  that  Ed- 
ward (bould  become  his  gueft;  an<l^ 
though  their  uftes  and  dtfpofitions  were 
by  no  meansinunifon^he  ^uicicd  himfelf 

highly 
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ii|rhl]r  grttified  with  the  companion  he 
Id  felefted^,  atod  be  was  much  too 
lirai  an  advocate  for  what  he  eftecm- 
H  te  hijured  charafter,  to  permit  the 
MAtefs  to  continue  neutral.  Fitz-^ 
Aiftnie's  affiled  dejcAion  foon  in- 
Atftcd  htr  feeling  heart  i  and  though 
be  could  fcarcely  confider  the  lofs  of 
k^Anbella  to  be  a  misfortune,  (he  fdt 
lit  great  allowance  (hould  be  made  for 
lb  force  of  difappointment  upon  a  mind 
iftrongly  fufceptible.  Still  increduldus 
t:tD  the  reality  of  his  actachment,  flic 
V  inclined  to  believe,  thac  after  he 
id  acceded  to  the  prc^'ofals  of  his 
fea^^  a  icnfe  of  honour  and  the  force 
Niabit  had  produced  in  his  refined  dif- 
liriot)  a  recurrence  of  the  fame  images, 
|Udi  might  be  almod  fuppoied  equi- 
dent  to  preference.  The  void  which 
ttfele  caprice  had  left  in  his  imagina- 
la*  tnuft  be  at  prefent  painful,  and 

'^  though 


1  V 
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though  an    enlightened    underftawfit^ 
would  (bon  occupy  the  chafm  ^th  a 
more  brilliant  fee  of  ideas,  delicate  fen* 
fibility  might  be  allowed  to  ftart  at  jthe 
illiberal    ridicule   which    a    cenlbrious 
world  is  ever  ready  to  bcftow  oq  a 
jilted  Twain  or  a  for/aken  d4infeU    Be- 
fide,  wUhout  being  mercenary^  might 
not  a  prudent  man  regret  the  lofs  of  a 
fplendid  eftaUifliment  ?  To  foften  that 
regret,  (he  exerted  all  the  brilliant  powers 
of  her  mind^   and  all  the  fafcinating 
graces  of  her  numerous  accompliflt- 
ments.     Charmed  out  of  his  pretended 
melancholy,  Fitz(  fborne  fcemed  to  bc- 
ftow a   lirtkfs    acccntion^  varying  tKe 
contour  of  his  exprcITions  as  the  ftyle  of 
her    actradlions    required :    Spmetimta 
terminating  his  filent  adulation  by  ex- 
claiming,  "  Happy  Monteith  !"      At 
another,  expatiating  in  praife  of  friend- 
ihip  i  or,  if  he  aimed  at  making  tlie 

moft 
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moft  forcible  imprellion,  he  only  in* 
l^^nipted  the  vivacity  of  her  toocs  by 
t^  frequency  of  his  Cighs.  But  in  either 
iniiaDCe  he  was  equally  cartful  that  lord 
Montcith  (hould  hear  both  the  ezclaoia- 
dons  and  the  fighs. 

Difappointed  by  pcrctiving  that  his 
dtje&loB  di^  not  yield  to  times  and 
wor^  than  ever  convinced  that  love 
could  not  have  made  fuch  an  incurable 
indy  the  counctfs  began  to  fufpcA 
this  difordcr  N^as  conftitucionali  and 
propofcd  his  applying  to  fociccy  and 
^dian^e  of  fccnr,  the  ufual  recipe  for  a 
melancholic  humour.  His  condanc  re- 
jetton  of  invitations  imiuced  her  to 
|Hque  his  pride.  **  Do  you  know," 
laid  fhtr,  <^  that  lady  Arabella  flouridics 
««  in  the  firft  circle?,  and  is  become  fo 
«•  very  irrcGftiblc,  that  not  only  wits 
^  and  beaux  write  madrigals  to  her,  but 

"a  cer* 
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'^  a  certain  young  duke  of  our  acqoaint- 
"  ancc  k  thought  to  be  fcrioufly  en- 
tangled ?  Thry  are  to  be  at  the  opera 
together  to-night  in  his  grace's  Box. 
*<  Now  I  intend  to  go^  and  take  you  for 
"  my  cecijbeo.  What  fay  you  to  my 
*^  fcheme  ?  It  will  be  generous  to  Ihew 
^*  the  young  adventurer  bow  Arrotda 
^^  metamorphofes  her  knights  befdit  bfe 
*'  is  irrecoverably  enchanted/* 

"  I  am  very  willing  to  exhibit  my. 

*«  wo^- begone  face,  if  the  publication 

«'  of  it  will  afford  you  any  amufcment,'* 

returned   Fitzofborne,       ".The   duke 

"  and  I  (hall  not  exchange  any  angry 

"  glances^  and  I  honour  lady  Arabella's 

*•  finccrity  too  much  to  feel  any  refcnt* 

*'  ment  at  her  conduft.     She  has  only 

exercifcd    the    indubitable    right    of 

every  human  being.     Her  heart  has 

<^  changed  its    poflTeflfor,  and  fhe   has 

"  obeyed  its  diftates/* 

"  Does 


ffC 
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•   '       ■   •  *■ 

*f  Docs  not  your  candour  grant  rather 

too'  great  a  latitude  here  V*  inquired 

(countefi. 

**  Cpnfiderifl^  the  prejudices  of  the 

4ms»  I  ccrtunljrdo.    But  is  there 

Qpc  a  great  degree  of  cruelty  in  re« 

aiming  conftancy  from  thofe  minds 

*■.       ^^ 

that  have  not  fufficient  fortitude  to  be 
roil^  immutable?  And  after  all,  as 
'^we  can  only  aflume  the  appearance  of 
%  is  it  not  alfo  unjuil^  and  wicked 
'  toob  as  we  create  a  neccllity  for  hypo« 
crify  ?  To  difeafes  in  different  confti* 
tudoos  we  prefcribe  different  rcme- 
dKSi  but  the  diforders  of  the  mind 
muft  all  be  cured  by  one  univerfal 
panacea.  Surely  it  is  only  the  tyranny 
of  cuftom  that  prevents  us  from  adapt- 
ing our  moral  code  to  every  charaAer^ 
inftead  of  (Iretching  diflimilar  minds 
on  the  gigandc  iron  couch  ^jtfigned 

for  a  Procruftes.'' 

Lady 
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Lady  Monteith  fch  ftartlcd.  She 
recoUefted  that  where  much  vas 
given  much  would  be  required;  yet 
this  text  related  to  difllmilar  powen 
of  doing  good,  and  could  not  poffiUy 
be  urged  in  extenuation  of  any  vicious 
adion.  But  Fitzofborne  intemipced 
her  mufings  by  afiuming  a  gaytr  air 
than  he  bad  lately  exhibited,  ^^  I  fee/' 
faid  he,  *'  I  Ihall  have  fome  diffictdty  to 
*^  reconcile  you  to  alt  my  opinions : 
*'  but,  no  matter  5  when  I  legiflate  for 
**  the  world,  don't  flatter  'youfelf,  that 
<^  I  ihall  propofe  a  lax  fyftem  to  you. 
*'  I  know  how  to  eftimate  your  mental 
^  ability,  and  your  code  ihall  be  rigorous 
•*  and  coercive." 

"  Dare  you  repeat  this  fpeech  to- 
^^  night  at  the  opera  in  the  heating  of 
^  lady  Arabella  ?"  faid  the  counteis. 

"  There  requires  no  courage  to  re- 
'*  peat  an  undifputed  truth  in  the  hear- 

«  ing 
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ing  of  the  whole  world."  Lady 
Lonceith  forgoc  her  difapprobation  of 
.e  novelty,  (ingularity,  and  laxity  of 
itzofbornc's  opinions  ;  and  as  (he 
rove  to  form  her  party  for  the  even- 
Dg,  flie  only  remembered  his  happy 
DdfiBt  at  a  compliment. 
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It  it  Jealoufy't  peculiar  natore 

To  fwell  fmall  thiogt  to  grattf  MJ  <OVt  of  MHfa|f 
To  cooittre  miich. 

Yov«6« 

The  police  world  were  fo  engrofled  by 
engagements,  that  lady  Monteith  found 
it  impoflible  to  form  a  party  to  her 
fatisfacftion.    Exclufiye  of  the  pale  vo- 
taries,  who  facrifice  peace^  health,  for* 
tune,  and  honour  at  the  (hrine  of  Pharo, 
fcveral  were  engaged  to  the  Quizzes, 
and  more  to  the' Cabinet  of  Monkeys, 
which  was  juft  opened.     The  fair  coun* 
tefs  could  fcarcely  get  any  body  into 
her  party  but  thoie  who  were  left  out 
of  all  others :  and  they  who  refufed  her 
fecretly  laughed  at  the  rufticity  of  fup- 
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any  body,  who  lived  in  the 
could  defer  till  two  o'clock  the 
ant  bufinefs  of  fixing  the  even- 
cupation.  She  was  forced  to  be 
ted  with  an  antiquated  belle  of 
I  age,  and  a  would-be  fine  lady 
prefent,  to  whom  (he  was  lucky 
1  to  add  a  beau,  fir  Hargrave 
9  a  gentleman  who,  though 
by  every  body  to  be  incurably 
ad  k)ng  laboured  under  the  tan* 
I  defire  of  wifhing  to  be  thought 
oifleur  in  mufic/  With  this  de- 
z  conflantly  attended  the  opera, 
his  unvarying  countenance  and 
ofture  procured  him  the  appella- 
the  pillar  of  melody* 
Dunded  by  the  groupc  I  have 
ed,  and  efcorted  by  the  gallant 
1  Fitzofborne,  lady  Montcith 
I  a  fide-box  oppofite  to  that 
was  occupied  by  lady  Arabella's 
II.  L  party. 
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party*  H^d  Geraldine  iixtco^e4  to  hyye 
fclcftc4  foils,  for  her  Qwn  pcrlbi),  th< 
females  in  her  train  were  ntoC^  tutppiljf 
gifted  by  nature  for  that  pwpQfi;.  {  w} 

Vk  pQint  of  celebrity,  they  were  jm4 

9QQVgh  known  to  n^ake  it  difficult  ftc 
liny  lady  to  dcplinc  b^ing  th^it  Gpnp? 
panion,  Repeated  ndortific^i^ons  W 
^^gbt  them  the  arcane  of  high  life  i  aq^ 
^c  protection  of  a  counwfs  wa^  fij^-^ 
ciently  flattering  to  confine  them  to  tjl^^t 
lijqmble  part  which  they  fuppofed  hci; 
ladyihip  intended  they  Ihpuld  fuftain* 
Claitning  fir  H^rgravc  for  theil*  fhare 
of  the  beauSi  they  invited  him  to  feat 
himfclf  between  themi  and  they  adt 
drefled  all  their  obfcrvations  tQ  hiaiy 
without  once  turnipg  their  heads  to 
h&^n  to  the  converfation  which  pa0e4 
behind  them*  But  fit  Hargrave  was  (q 
abforbed  in  opera  eclUfieS|  that  uakA 
v^  eye  happened  to  inform  h|m  that  he 

was 
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m  peculiarly  addrefled,  all  the  /matt 
ia^s  pafled  utterly  unooticed*  Indeed 
it  oaty  honour  that  they  ever  received 
IS «  half  bend,  after  which  the  amateur 
sfimcd  his  former  ereft  pofidon,  and 
idi  one  hand  in  his  boibm,  and  the 
htr  (on  which  was  a  fine  andque) 
iting  time  on  the  fi-ont  of  the  boXf  he 
peased,  like  Shakefpeare's  Lorenzo, 
Mark  the  mulic/' 

It  is  a  very  great  pity  that  thefe  un» 
VOBMlt/mmrt  things  (houid  be  wholly 
L  The  prefcienc  Mufe  at  leaft  muft  be 
ipofed  to  have  heard  them  ;  but  I  feel 
ansious  to  return  to  the  reft  of  the 
Cfy  that  I  muft  defer  the  rccapitula« 
I- of  diem  to  fome  other  opportunity, 
Bttfingy  if  pofllble,  either  to  inters 
kve  them  with  the  hiftory  of  taj 
t1b»  or  if  I  have  no  other  means  of 
odu6Uoni  to  give  them  to  the  world 

h  ^  ifi 
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in  the  form,  of  <^  More  laft  words  of 
Mrs.  Prudcntia," 

The  blotning  Geraldine  never  ap- 
peared fo  enchanting.  She  perceivoJi 
With  a  degree  of  pleafure,  in  which  Ihe 
did  not  fufpeft  any  criminality^  that  the 
adventures  of  her  box  proved  infinitely 
more  interefting  to  lady  Arabella,  than 
the  devoirs  of  the  noble  duke  whpm  (he 
wifhed  to  exhibit  as  her  captive.  Fitz- 
ofborne  was  in  excellent  fpirits.  The 
countefs  enjoyed  the  circumftance.  She 
thought  he  had  been  extremely  ill  ufed, 
and  (he  applauded  the  fpirit  which  could 
repay  infult  with  contempt.  His  at- 
tentions to  herfelfy  confidered  in  this 
point  of  view,  gave  her  fincere  (adf* 
faAion.  She  returned  them.  Her  na- 
tural vivacity,  combining  with  acci-  , 
dental  circumftances>  hurried  her  into 
a  degree  of  mirth,  which  to  thofe  who 
were  unacquainted  with  its  motives^  ap* 

peared 
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-ired  to  border  upon  coquetry,  more 
«n  the  innocence  of  her  heart  and*  the 
dicude  of  her  principles  would  have. 
rrmictcd. 

rBufi  while  the  lamb,  bafking  in  the 
Ke  of  DDon,  bounds  over  the  flowery 
iockf  the  wolf  watches  its  haums  and 
pditices  its  deftrudlion.   To  exempliry 
I  ptftoral  fimile :  Fitzofborne  faw  with 
iabolical  exultation^  that  Geraldine'a 
fhtfiour    had   attracted   general    at- 
IHioo*    He  doubted  not  but  calun^ny 
|Mild  be  ready  to  fraoie  fome  malignant 
ll^cr,  and  he  under (lood  the  maxim 
llieh  teaches  that  ^'  virtue  rarely  fur- 
}fK»  the  lois  of  reputation/'     Though 
iitonceived  that  the  powers  of  his  own 
itfmion  were  fully  equal  to  overthrow 
ijr  defence  which  lady  Monteith  might 
HdtTr  he  did  not  difdain  adventitious 
d.     tits  watchful  eye,  though  feem- 
glj  only  fixed  on    the   lovely  form 

L  3  which 
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which  wasTcatcd  by  him^  haddifeovered 
lord  Montcich  in  the  pit.  He  pelr« 
ceived  too  that  he  was  attentive  to  hk 
lady's  behaviour,  and  hp  fancied  be  ft$d 
difpleafure  in  his  countenance*.  *^  Cio 
^  this  thoi^htlefs  animal/'  fidd  FlMk 
a(bornf  to  himfelf,  ^*  have  iojr  thuif 
^  like  jealoufy  in  his  compofidoo  i  Ht 
^  ieema  lefs  carelefi  than  QfuftL  if  ft| 
^  it  is  indeed  above  my  hop^'* 

While  he  ruminated  on  this  idetf 
(he  door  of  the  box  opened,  and  a 
^oung  man  of  fafliion  ftepped  in.  He 
was  an  intimate  friend  of  lord  Moo* 
teich's;  and^  feeing  the  countefs  in 
what  he  thought  a  new  point  of  view, 
he  was  defirous  of  Iharing  the  pleafure 
which  her  convcrfation  afforded.  This 
did  not  increafe  the  gaiety  of  the  parcy« 
The  appearance  of  a  ftranger  cauied  a 
temporary  interruption.  Geraldine  re* 
coUcAed  her  thoughts,  and  her  natural 

delicacy 
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icy    Ibltihk    from     an    intrunon 

h%  though  ian<flioned  by  the  free- 

of  oiir  prcfent  fyftem   of  man- 

,  fttmtd    inconfidcnc   with    flri£t 

taefi.  Hik  ftyle  of  iddreft  too 
telfl  and  fiimiliar,  very  different 
I  the  iftfifUfititig  fenlibility  of  Fitz- 
HMti  ^ht>i  though  confcious  of 
iftioiiy  nem  ftppetred  to  prefume 
rfttbun  She  determined  to  mark 
ipprdbatiofi  of  bis  behaviour  by  her 
conduft )  and  inftead  of  the  con* 
ite  and  vivacity  which  marked  her 
^rttnent  previous  to  the  entrance 
tr  new  guefti  ihe  became  as  cold 
cFrcumfcribed  in  her  anfwcrs  as 
mlcs  of  civility  could  polfibly  ad- 

)rd  Monteith  now  entered  the  box  s 

as  he  never  concealed  any  fenti- 

:,  the  difpleafure  he  fek  was  ftrongly 

;ed  in  his  countenance*    He  had 

L  4  heard 
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heard  his  lady  pointed  out  as  uncooi- 
mohly  beautiful  by  a  llranger  who  (at 
next  him  ;  and  though  he  was  very  well 
pleafed  with  that  plaudit,  the  fubiequent 
obfervations  were  not  latis&Sory.  ^  To! 
the  words,  "  Charming  creacute  i'! 
were  added,  ^^  and  fo  gay,  fo  lively  too^ 
**  in  her  manners !  what  a  happy  inao 
<^  that   gentleman   muft   be  I"     T^ 

ftranger  was  jufl:  arrived  from  the 
country,  and  unwittingly  fuppofed  that 
a  married  pair  would  not  forfeit  their 
claims  to  celebrity  by  appearing  at 
the  fame  entertainment  in  the  fame 
party.  Every  exclamation  which  he. 
uttered  in  compliment  of  the  affcAion- 
ate  attention  of  this  peerlefs  couple,  in- 
creafed  the  earl's  reftleOhefs  s  and,  no 
longer  able  to  conceal  his  own  right 
to  the  charmer  who  thus  fafcinated  all 
eyes,  he  fuddenly  rofe  and  joined  her. 
He  had  feen  nothing  in   her  manner 

which 
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*bich  oiftom  did  not  juftify*  and  Fics- 
Al^offiie  was  of  all  others  the  friend  in 

^  ^liom  he  could  moft  confide.  Yet;» 
-  iriihouc  knowing  what  to  blame,    he 

t  .''^Mfght  the  laws  of  cuftom    required 

:.  GcraldiDe  bad  not  thai  fpecies  of  for- 
.:^^CQde  which  fees  difpleafiire  on  a  huf- 
>  bmd's  brow  without  any  fentiment  but 
cnltation.  She  was  ignorant  of  thofe 
[  priociples  which  teach  the  dilfipated 
^'  ^fe  who  has  long  renounced  the  power 
I  ff  plcafing,  CO  exult  in  the  capacity  of 
gjviog  pain.  The  light  heart  which 
}^  prompted  the  gay  repartee  became 
iittded  with  fudden  depreffion,  and  the 
Mic  fmile  vani(hed  with  the  unaSeded 
niacity  which  had  given  it  birth. 

The  world  had  much  to  fay  on  the 
^ventures  of  this  evening.  Poor  Ara- 
NU !  every  body  was  very  forry  for 
^•^     Lady  Monteith    had    ceruinly 

L  5  fpirited 
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spirited  tway  her  lover.  Her 
etdon  upon  the  occaSon  was  itther  too 
Aiarked  for  a  woman  of  prodigMMi 
deconnU ;  and  rtaDy,  if  Ae  did  coil- 
tinue  to  flirt  it  f(^  liotorioufly  in  |Hiblic» 
flie  muft  renounce  her  pretenfioni  to 
fuch  i;^  ftrift  propriety)  a^  confent 
to  b6  ihot^ht  1)0  better  than  ether 
jpeojne« 

At  coming  out  of  the  opera,  Fitz^ 
irfbome  tapped  lord  Monteith  upon 
the  ihoulder,  and  afkedhim,  how  he 
diipofed  of  himfelf  for  the  evening. 
*  At  home^  if  you  have  nothing  better  to 
^  propofe :"  was  the  anfwer#  "  There  is 
^  a  fpiriccd  fet  juft  gone  to  Brookes's,'* 
continued  Fiizolborne  ;  *^  fuppofe  we 
*•  follow  them  to  obferve  manners  and 
•«  charafters."     His  lordfbip  had    no 

oljefHon. 

Early  in  lord  Monteith's  life,  his 
Mine  was  unfortunately  familiar  to  the 

frequenters 
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i^Mlttll  or  the  gatning-taUc  at)d  th« 
Mfiki  ttf  At  tdrf.  His  tmchment  to 
#'kiv«ly  GenUdine  leflcned  that  dan^ 
|(Nmi  (iropinfirf  i  Md,  though  fht  had 
ttidib  her  codfeaToufs  td  infpire  a  lote 
*f  tll^t  pleaftireSi  indifference  for  hii 
^Hbfer  poriuits  had  gradually  increafed 
*<fifgQft :  the  Ids  pernicious  fports  of 
|Ik  field,  and  a  boyifli  turn  of  amufe- 
^^  fucceeding  in  occupying  a  mind 
Mo  volatile  to  feck  pleafure  ouc  Of  its 
^rcfources.  But  fince  his  lordlhip's 
*%uft  and  forbearance  arofe  more  from 
^ibfeace  of  temptation  than  from  any 
md  principle,  the  fight  of  the  card- 
}ikk  and  the  rattle  of  the  dice*box  ex^ 
W  pallipns  which  increafed  the  un* 
Mkioed  emotion  that  he  had  felt  at  the 

:  He  proposed  to  Fitzo(borne  to  form 
^  ^rty,  Edward  pleaded  a  total  want 
.^  im  i  protefted,  that  he  had  a  fixed 
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abhorrence  of  the  gaming*cable  s  tad 
declared,  that  he  never  vifited  thofe 
fcenes,  except  to  ftudy  the  humaa  chi;- 
rafter^  and  to  moralize  on  the  btA 
tffc&s  of  the  impetuous  paflion  of  sys- 
rice.  His  reflections  were  foon  finiflied 
that  evening!  for  in  a  litde  time  he  pro« 
fefled  himfelf  wearied  with  the  fcene^mnd 
he  propofcd  to  lord  Monteith  that  thejr 
(hould  retire  to  a  private  room.  There 
too  he  felt  the  moment  drag  heavily, 
and  it  was  mutually  agreed  to  enliven 
them  by  a  friendly  game  atpicquet. 

The  (lake  firft  "^propofed  was  trifling. 
Monteith  was  unfljccefsfuU  He  tranf^ 
t^td  his  latent  refentment  to  the  cards, 
which  he  damped  under  his  foot ;  called 
for  a  new  pack,  and  inGfted  upon 
fioubling  the  fum  they  played  for.  The 
events  of  the  evening  put  fevcral  hun- 
dreds into  Fitzofborne's  pocket;  and 
Ills  fuccefs  might  ftill  have  b«en  greater^ 

but 
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blit  Heiclttr  his  friendlhip  nor  his 
bohour  would  (he  protefted)  permit 
Ujm  to  urge  his  good  fortune  any  far- 
Aer.  "  Your  temper,"  faid  he,  "  is  too 
*<  warm ;  and  I  hope  the  little  vexations 
^  of  this  evening  will  convince  you  <rf 
^^  the  necefficy  of  fclf-control,  or  at  leaft 
**  prevent  you  from  trying  your  chance 
*^  with  thofe  who  might  take  the  un* 
^*  generous  advantage  of  your  agitation, 
"  which  I  fcorn  to  ufe," 

*«  I  value  not  money,"  laid  Monteith 
angrily  !  ^'  nor  can  the  curfed  cards  agi- 
««  tate  me.  A  truce  with  your  morality 
^'  therefore,  Edward  J  when  I  want  a 
<^  monitor,  it  is  time  enough  for  you  to 
•'  inveft  yourfelf  with  that  dignity." 

"  I  am  not  in  a  refentful  humour,** 
returned  Fitzofbornc  frailing.  "    I  Ihall 
"  therefore  very  gladly  refign  my  dig-  ' 
"  nity,  as  you  term  it.     Indeed,  I  have 
[^  been  a  little  unlucky  in  the  exercife 

«  of 


>»  many."  ..,t.     ^ 

**  Where  c\(e  did  you  plaj 
"  turer  ?"  inquired  Montcicb, 

"  Where  I  faw  a  little  imp 
replied  Fitzolborne,  with  fupN 
nificancc.  i 

"  And  did  you  Tucceed  j 
**  than  you  have  done  with  d 
tinued  the  earl,  with  increaGiM 

"  I  don'c  know.  The  qj 
"  had  to  deal  with  was  mo^ 
"  than  you  are." 

"  What  caufcd  your  i 
his  lordlhip,  wi ' 
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V  .9  J  hdSgwt  BOfhing  but  die  too  great 
^ilbeqr  of  mjr  own  fixliDgs:  for  on  re* 
'^.viewing  die  aflUr^  I  cannot  fte  any 
jlMaiig  eflenoallf  wrong }  and  I  begin 
1^  think  diofe  roles  which  impofe 
%kpuAK  cantim  on  pcribni  who  are 
%jriajif&^^  (RiUic  admiradon  unnccef* 
Ibar  levere/' 

'i 

Wf^  The  fendmentiof  ladies^'"  refumed 
Utteithj  <^  are  generally  more  dclicace 
l^ia  theft  poinuthan  chofe  of  men. 
^Suppofe  you  make  Geraldine  your 
*  u&Uk  m  this  bufinefa  ?  She  will  tell 
^)oa  if  you  went  too  far  in  your  ad- 

!^  ttODidons/' 

}iV  By  no  means>''  faid  Fitzolborne^ 

^dttng  the  cards.    ^  Come>  enough 

^«f  one  fubjed.    Shall  we  have  an^ 

^bttergame?'' 

'^^  No !  I  am  tired  $  and  as  I  love  to 

*j|Bve  every  doubtful  buGne (s  cleared 

^l|y  w«  ^  ga  home  10  iupper^  and 

€c  I  vein 
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^<  I  will  mention  your  uneafiaefr  igk  4hdf 
'<^  Monceich^  that  you  may  fleep  ivirii  i 
"  difburdcncd  confcicncc,'*.  ^  ^ 

Ficzofborne    ftaited.    «<  How  dlfie 

.  cc  j^^i^  10  difcoirer  that  the  hafty  4ipP> 

^'  nion  which    I  injudiciotifly  ii€teie^» 

'^  really  difplcafed  her  ?  Let  me  oott« , 

*<  jure  you;  my  lord,  by  all  ow^  fiimir 

^^  fhipy  endeavour  to  reftore  me  4o  her 
<^  favour,  and  be  convinced  that  I  caa 
^f  only  have  forfeited  it  through  iaad- 
**  vcrtence." 

Lord  Monceith  fmiled  with  the  con- 

fcious  fuperioricy  which  attends  a  fuc* 

cefsful  feint,  and  aflfured  the    alarmed 

Ficzofborne,  that,  if  he  wQuld  candidly 

acknowledge  the  nature  of  his  offence^ 

he  might  depend  upon  his  interpofition. 

"  It  really,'*  returned  £dward>^  •''  was 

I  ^^  nothing  of  coniequence.     You  have 

k>f  often  charged    me  with  poflefliog  a 

^.  ftoical  ftcroncfsiL  and  I  coafefs,  ipme 

1  «^o£ 
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'^  of  my  hodons  are  auftere.  The 
*  counctfs  WIS  in  very  lively  fpirics 
^'  elm  evening.'* 

^  Wm  the  ?**  fiid  Monteithi  bicing 
Hi  Kpi. 

«^  I  fiid  fooietliing  to  her»  I  forget 
j^'lvifA^  rdpefting  the  eafe  with  which 
I*  Britifli  matrons  publicly  permit  the 
'^  adTanoes  of  notorious '  libertines.  I 
''^  beg  your  pardon^  Monteith  ;  I  know 
<*  he  is  your  friend :  but  I  muft  own  I 
^  repeated  this  widi  more  energy  when 
*•  fir  Richard  Vernon  came  into  the 
^  box.  You  know  his  notions  are 
••  avowedly  licentious." 

«•  It  was  very  friendly  of  you/'  cx- 
tUmed  his  lordihip,  with  a  voice  con- 
tailed  with  paflion*  «  Did  he  talk  to 
**  lady  Montrith  in  an  improper  ftylc?'* 
••  By  no  means.  Yet  there  was  fome* 
**  whu  freer  in  his  addrtfs  than  I  (hould 
*  have  approved  had  the  lady  been  my 

«  wifci 
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"  wife  ;  and  I  felt  for  my  abfent  friend. 
'•  The  bUzc  of  yourGcraldine'scharms, 
•'  my  lord,  is  1^.11:  upon  mc.  Beauty  can 
•*  never  more  offfcft  my  heart.  Biic 
*'  I  too  well  rccollcft  the  cmotlonfl  it 
'*  has  caufcd  not  to  wifh  fir  Hichsird  to 
**  avoid  lady  Monteich,  at  leaft  if  he 
•  refpefts  his  own  tranquillity." 
.  "  And  could  Geraldine  refent  your 
"  friendly  obfcrvation  ?'*  interrupted 
Monceith. 

*'  Sheonlyanfwcred.thatl  was  grown 
**  fplenetic,  for  public  placet  (aRdiohed 
**  thefe  intnifions.  I  however  obfervedi 
**  that  flic  did  not  fpeak  to  me  any  tnoR 
"  during  the  whole  evcnii^." 

■  "  ]  detflft  ciprice.  She  fliaii  ac- 
"  knowledge  the  friendlincfs  of  your 

'  **  motives." 

■  **  Oh  1  for  heaven's  fake  !  donotin- 
"  t>  rferc  in  that  ftylc.  You  will  alarm 
'•  her  pride,  and  fink  me  for  ever  in  hci- 

'*  opinian. 
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**  opinion.  Befidc,  you  will  utterly  pre* 
^  "vcoc  any  future  effort  on  my  pare 
^  gepdy  CO  reftrain  thofe  very  agreeable 
?  (Ipirici  ilrhich  may  be  liable  co  mifcon* 
!^  firaftioo.  To  own  the  truthi  I  thought 
V  flh-fligbcfl»eattfifted;particular  atten- 

^  ^  litffpryd0aoq»''atclaimed  the  earl, 
lAoi  thoi^^  he  hid  fanbibed  the  poifon 
K!  infiniuadont  wa  yet  offended  by  n 
■lid  attack,  ^  is  at  exemplary  aa  bar 

^  'charaaer  ia  fpotfefs/' 

««  True,"  replied  Fitzo&orne  i  "  but 
»  chink  of  the  malignity  of  the 
»  worW." 

•*  Who  dares  to  impeach  her  con* 
^  dv&  ?"  continued  her  lord^  with  in« 
acafed  violence. 

«  What  does  not  envy  and  calumny 
'^  dare  ?''  cried  the  fcntimentai  torturer. 
'  But  I  fee  my  friendfiiip  is  rroublcfome. 
^  Howeverj  Montcith,   rccoUeft,  that 

«  you 
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"  you  artfully  wound  the  fccret  out  of 
"  me,  and  therefore  have  no  right  to  bc 
"  difpleafcd  at  the  difclofiirc." 

"  .Your  hand,  Edwjrd.  Excufe  my 
"  warmtht  My  wife  is  too  dear  to  me 
,"  to  allow  me  to  hear  the  lead  ccnfure- 
'*  call  upon  her  behaviour  with  indif- 
"  ference.  I  venerate  the  excellence  of 
"  your  heart,  and!  love  your  frankneli. 
**  I  am  frank  niyfelf>  though  I  own  I 
**  did  ufe  a  little  circumlocution  to  dif- 
"  cover  what  you  certainly  never  in- 
<*  tended  me  to  know.  I  was  too  fubtle 
•*  there.  Was  I  not  ?— But  come,  think 
•'  no  more  of  it.  Perhaps  lady  Mon- 
"  teith  might  be  a  little  wrong;  but  I 
•*  know  you  both  meant  well,  and  (he 
*'*  will  readily  forgive  you." 

"  Then,  as  a  pledge  of  your  rencwcd- 

"  efteem,   let  me  entreat  you  never  to 

*<  mention   this  affair   to  her,     I  may 

"  have  been   too  fufceptible,  and  have 

"  miftiiken 


I 
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*  miftaken  her  (ilence  for  refcntmenc ; 
^  for  I  am  convinced  I  mifconftrued 
''    lier  preceding  behaviour." 

Moot^ch  pledged  his  honour  for 
seitff,  and  endeavoured  co  diflipate  bis 
lu^rin  by  humniing  an  air.  But  the 
lea  that  Fitzolbome  had  feen  fome- 
■iug.  wrong  in  Geraldine>  and  his  re- 
9lllk6tion  of  the  ftranger's  converfation^ 
Kank  deep  into  his  mind^  and  clouded 

Ae  gay  vacuity  of  his  thoughts  with 

tpeftres   fearful  as    "  the    grccn-cycd 

■Mtofter*'  which  haunted  the  frank  and 

noble  Moor,  who,  like  lord  Monteith, 

^  diought  men  honeft  who  but  fcemed 

'  *  he  fo/' 


h* 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

No  might  nor  greatneft  in  mortality 

C«i  Cenfure  Hcapi^  liack-wuiMlinf  CalnWq^'   » 

Tlif  whiut  vlfltiM  ibil^ai. 

Vice  always  appear^  to  be  inoft  a^Miiig 
ivhen  its  machini^tions  ai:e  crowned  wadi 
fuccefs.  During  the  dangerous  period 
of  youch»  while  the  paStons  arc  wacni» 
the  imagination  lively^  and  the  Jii4^t 
ment  weak,  the  fpcAator  feels  a  bias  ill 
favour  of  that  adventurer  whofi:  comH^ 
(marked  by  ingenuity)  leads  t»  a  fpefdy 
attainment  of  his  defires.  But  could 
Inexperience  refle£t»  and  Impetuofity 
paufe,  the  couch  of  even  the  mod  pro* 
fperous  villain  would  prefent  no  alluring 
fpe&acle.  Fitzofborne's  plans  had  hi* 
therto  anfwered  his  wi(hes.  His  fpecious 

15  manners 


•« 
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MHOT.  bad  .acquired  the  cfteem  of  the 
RIMv^y  wd  thp  unbounded  confidence 
iA(U  lord*  He  had  obtained  a  firm 
Mug  io  the  family  s  had  fown  the 
IkfU  germ  of  fufpiciony  fo  fatal  to  do>* 
■yik.  peace  i  apd  the  difpleafure  and 
«htcVocca0ooally  pervaded  lord 
pith's  countenance  convipced  him 
ptk  had  taken  root.  Calumny  was 
PlMted  to  doubt  the  ftability  of  Gcral- 
|tft  honours  and  Calumny,  like  a 
tial  Uafty  can  taint  the  innocence 
[jAib.  To  thefe  engines  of  fcdudion 
be  added  the  fbphiftical  principles 
Me  philbfophys  which,  though 
ilUoQfly  adminiftered  and  often  rejeA- 
K  VHi  like  the  delved  mine,  poflefs  a 
mtt  eapable  of  fubverting  the  firmeft 
Wd  firtucj  if  not  founded  on  the  rock 
Ai^on* 

,  Yet  Fitzolborne  was  wretched.    The 
HldqF  of  bk  defigos  haunted  his  pillow, 

not 


/ 


L' '; 


I 


to 

gjxat,  dBC  his  ^irn'rTW*  cooid  hive 
Ttnrifde  dkaotof  cfcipipg  with  f&^ 
if  ciQed  to  make  tfae  smtmde  i§a$rMe. 
FtfzofiiQrDc^s  fertiMies  were  almoft  de* 
fpenxt.  Worldly  pradcnce  ieemedy 
therefore^  to  point  out  the  neceffity  ^ 
applying  his  ingeninty  in  devi0ng  fiu&e 
plan  of  improving  his  ciccumftances, 

inftead  of  wafting  his  talentsin  a  purfiat 

which 
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which  only  promircd  danger^  or,  to 
fpcak  according  to  his  ideas,  '*  barren 
honour." 

Notwichftanding  the  appearance  of 
open  hoftility,  he  held  a  private  corre- 
fpondencc with  the  vifcount's  family; 
nd  his  intelligence  from  thence  con- 
firmed his  own  opinion,  that  the  breach 
viih  lady  Arabella  was  not  totally  irre- 

puable.  Her  vexation  at  his  attention 
to  lady  Monteith  was  too  lively  to  be 
concealed,  and  too  fincere  to  yield  to 
Ae  hopes  which  the  noble  duke's  in- 
Qttfing  admiration  infpired.  In  vain 
dd  (he  recoiled  deteding  him  incognito 
tt  the  theatre,  looking  at  her  through 
Us  opera-glafs.  In  vain  did  (he  re- 
Oember  her  more  fplendid  triumph, 
^ben  he  prefented  her  with  a  ticket  for 
ItdjT  Fillagree's  fancied  ball,  infcribed 
*  To  the  faireft."  Fitzofborne  faw  his 
ifBduiries  without  emotion.  The  noble 
VOL.  II.  M  duke's 
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dgke's  fendments  were  known  to  be  in- 
aufpicious  to  marriage ;  and  no  lady, 
who  had  not  abfolutely  determined  to 
be  a  duchefs,  could  even  affeft  co  find 
latisfa&ion  in  his  converfation. 

Fitsofborne  poifed  the  chance  of  lu« 
crativc  advantage  with  precilipni  and, 
as  he  had  no  inclination  for  fleeping  in 
the  bed  of  honour,  he  beftowed  fbme 
forethought  on  the  hazards  he  ran  by 
purfuing  his  illicit  defigns  againft  the 
lovely  countcfs.     Since  he  deemed  his 
fuccefs  certain,  it  was  unheceflary  to 
examine  the  eflPeS:  of  a  difappointment. 
Grea^  prudence,  great  caution,  and  great 
morality,    might  prevent  a  rencontre. 
He  might  be  unwilling  to  lift  his  arm 
againft  the  life  of  his  friend  ;  he  might 
refpe&  the  laws  of  his  country  i  or  his 
health  might  impofe  the  neceffity  of  a 
tour  for  its  reftoration.     The  laft  ftep 
would  be  the  moft  convenient,  in    cafe 

tord 
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onteich  applied  for  legal  damages, 
however  large  the  fum  given  b/ 
irdx&t  abience  and  incapacity 
be  a  receipt  in  full.  The  next 
'  the  injured  hufband  mud  be  a 
rj  and  the  deferted  lady  could  not 
)jeft  to  taking  refuge  in  a  fecond 
H^,  which  was  the  only  chance  of 
ig  her  again  to  the  worlds  if  not 
itainted,  at  lead  with  a  convalef- 
ara£ber.  Geraldrne  was  an  heirefs, 
nras  to  be  fuppofed  that  her  fet« 
ts  were  made  with  proper  pre- 
I.  Even  as  a  wife  ihe  was  in- 
more  defirable  than  Arabella  i 

ough  the  illiberality  of  hufbands 

wifli    to   fecure   their  domellic 

ons   by  an  impaflable   inclofure, 

1  fpirit  had  proved   itfelf  able 

lount  every  fence  $  and  the  lady 

give  away  herfelf  and  her  property 

times  over,  without  calling  upon 

u  2  death 
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death  to  cancel  a  fbrmer  bond.  The 
world  tndeed  would  at  firft  be  wgrji 
but  the  times  were  very  liberaL  People 
would  allow  for  the  force  of  irreJiftiiU 
temptation.     They  would  pleads  chtc 

it  was  impoffible  to  forbear  adoring  fuch 
a  charming  creature.  The  blame  would 
be  happily  transferred  to  my  lordy  wh6 
ought  never  to  have  admitted  a  fitend 
into  his  family,  or  to  have  trufted  her 
out  of  his  fight ;  and  in  a  little  time 
every  body  would  vifit  Mr.  Fitzolborne 
and  his  lady,  and  perhaps  even  find 
them  out  to  be  a  very  worthy  and  ex* 
cmplary  pair. 

Con6rmed  in  his  dcfigns  not  more 
by  his  own  infidious  inclinations  than 
by  the  falfe  notions  which  prevail  even 
amongft  the  more  principled  part  of 
that  important  circle  called  the  great 
world,  Fitzofborne  profecuted  his  nefii- 
rious  plans ;  and  he  determined,  that  if 

fear. 
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ftzr,  or^  as  he  called  it^  prudence,  did 
DOC  cheeky  compunflion  (hould  noc  dif- 
fiiade.  Chance^  and  the  credulous  con- 
fidence of  lord  Monteiihy  favoured  his 
wiflics.  Cards  of  invitation  to  lady 
Fillagree's  petit  Jouper  had  been  icnt  to 
the  MonteithSj  and  the  countefs  had  noc 
only  chofen  her  charadterj  but  (he  had 
alio  decorated  an  Italian  tiffany  with 
feftoons  of  violets^  in  which  drefs  fhe 
intended  to  perfonify  the  Perdita  of 
Shakfpeare.  Her  anxious  entreaties 
had  prevailed  upon  her  lord  to  accom- 
pany her  in  the  habit  of  the  royal  Flo* 
rizel ;  and  this  mark  of  attachment  on 
her   part,  and   condefcenfion   on   hisj 

promifed  the  renewal  of  domeftic 
harmony.  The  expected  evening  ap- 
proached, when  a  note  from  the  minifter 
rcquefled  lord  Monteith's  attendance 
in  the  houfe  of  peers.  Bufmefs  of 
great  importance  was  to  be  agitated  ^ 

M  3  a  vio« 
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t  violent  oppo{]tion  was  expeAed ;  um} 
the  honour  of  his   lordlhip's   fupporc 
would  confer  a  lading  obligation.     The 
earl  was  not  in  the  habit  of  courting 
minifterial  favour  s  he  difliked  the  talk 
of  attendance  :  and  the  labour  of  liftcn- 
ing  to  a  long  debate  was  always  -fu& 
ficiently  terrific  to  make  him  prejudge 
the  queftion.    Yet  though  no  one  ever 
took  lefs  pains  to  acquire  real  authoritfj 
he  was  very  well  pleaied  to  be  thought 
a  man  of  confequence;  and  the  minifter's 
rcquefl:  was  too  prcfling  to  be  declined. 
'Geraldine  wiflied  to  give  up  her  en- 
gagement, but  my  lord  had  fixed  upon 
a  plan  that  would  fettle  every  things 
and  to  which  his  own  diflike  «f  maiked 
balls  and  fancy- fuppers  gave  a  determi- 
nate (lability.    It  was,  that  Fitzofbome^ 
inftead  of  fpendtng  the  evening  alone  in 
the  library,  (hould*be  her  efcort.     My 
lord's  drcfs  would  fit  him  pretty  exaftly, 

and 
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1  Edward's  excules  anfwered  the  end 

which  they  were   defigned,  which 

I  to  fix  my  lord  mod  pofuively  in 

determinacions. 

The  entertainment  was  to  be  given 
a  villa  a  little  diftance  from  town. 
nddine  drefled  early ;  but  her  heavy 
irC  fecmedto  antidpate  fome  difaftrous 
re.  My  lord  came  into  her  dreffing- 
ms  to  fee  if  (he  looked  her  charader ; 
I  while  he  contemplated  the  (implicity 
1  exquifite  adaption  of  her  ornaments^ 
;  apprehenHons  with  which  he  had 
;n  lately  tortured  returned.  <^  Do 
not,"  faid  he,  "  dance  with  Vernon, 
nor  any  of  that  fet,  if  they  (hould  afk 
you.  Plead  that  you  are  engaged  to 
Ficzofborne,  or  elfe  fay  that  you  arc 
tired." 

•«  Will   not   that  have    a  Angular 
appearance  ?"  inquired  the  countefs. 

M  4  "  You 
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^'  You  have  a  (Irangc  apprehenfive- 
'*  ncfs  of  (ingularity^  Geraldine.  Dont 
*'  you  remember  your  fiithcr*5  words» 
^'  that  there  is  no  fhame  in  being  the 
^  only  perfon  who  a£ta  ai  flic  ou^ 
«  to  do  ?" 

<'  Suppofe  then/'  (kid  her  lidyibipb 
"*'  I  do  not  dance  at  all." 

«*  What !  when  all  the  world  knowi 
*^  that  you  are  very  fond  of  dancing  i 
'<  Is  that  the  way  to  avoid  fingularity  i 
^'  And  why  this  averfion  to  my  friend  f 
^*  Cannot  you  forgive  him  for  ofiering 
<f  you  fome  advice  which  you  was  too 
•'  carelefs  to  attend  to  ?"   - 

•  «^  My  dear  brd,  there  has  been  fome 
^*  little  mifunderftandingy  certainly.  I 
^  am  hr  from  having  any  averfion  ,to 

^'  Fitzofborncy  and  as  far  from  being 
^  offended  at  {^giving  me  any  advice.  I 
•*  do  note  ven  recoiled  the  circumftance." 

«  O !  you 
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**  O I  you  gave  it  that  turn,  do  you  ? 

*  But  you  uoderiland  my  prefent  pro? 

*  Inbitioo,  I  fuppofci  and  you  will  re- 

'<  member  it/'    . 

"  Undoubtedly.  And  do  you  re- 
**  colIcA^  that  depending  upon  your 
^  accompanying  me,  I  have  not  formed 
"  any  party.  If  pofliblej  come  away 
^  from  the  h^fcj  and  join  me  at 
«  Richmond/' 

"  You  are  grown  a  coward,  Gcral- 
•*  dine.  However  I  will  come,  if  I  can  ; 
"  but  Fiizofborne  is  furcly  a  fufficicnt 

'*  guard.  Tell  Arabella  to  do  that 
«  worthy  fellow  juftice,  or  I  (hall  dif- 
•*  own  her  for  my  fitter."  I 

The  vivacity  of  lady  Montcich  had 
received  fo  fcvere  a  check  that  (he 
could  not  recover  her  fpirits  during 
her  ride  to  lady  Fillagree's.  Fitzo(borne 
difcovered  her  dcjcftion.  "  I  know," 
fiud  he,  ^'  fuch  folicitiide  is  often  very 

M  5  "  trouble-^ 
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*'  troublefome  5  yet  die  fervency  of  mf 
''  fiiendfhip  will  not  permit  me  to  fee 
**  you  difpirited  without  inquiring  into 
*•  the  caufe  of  your  depreflion»^   . 

'<  It  is  fo  whoHy  feminine,*'  recoMed 
Ihe,  '*  that  it  is  abfohitely  undefioable; 
<'  and  muft  be  fet  down  in  the  catalogui 
*'  of  my  unacountsd)les9  uiriefi  I  fliould 
*^  give  as  a  reafon,  wh#  I  am  very  un* 
*'  willing  to  admit ;  I  mean,  an  idea  oF 
^'  my  lord's,  that  fome  time  or  another 
^'  I  did  not  treat  your  good  advice  with 

"  rufHcientdefcrence.Pray,Ficzofbome, 
*'  when  did  you  play  the  moraKft ;  and 
*'  when  was  I  fuch  a  rcfraftory  pupil  ?** 

"  Ah  Monteich !  this  is  one  of  thy 
'f  mifconceptions.  I  will  explain  the 
*'  whole  affair^  madam,  though  it  is  coo 
*'  ridiculous  to  merit  repetition.  You 
^*  recolleft  the  night  we  were  together 
"  at  the  opera?" 

«  Pcrfcdlly/* 
«  .  yAnd 
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*'  And  that  in  return  to  fome  obferva- 
"  lions  which  I  made  on  the  behaviour 
*'  of  ladf  Arabella^  you  faidy  dilappoint- 
"  mcnt  had  made  me  fplcnetic  ?" 

«  I  do." 

••  Lord  Montcith  heard  your  anfwer 
**  as  he  entered  the  box  -,  and  he  wUl 
^  perfift  in  his  opinion^  that  my  ex- 
'*  preflions  were  pointed  at  you,  as  a 
"  reproof  for  fomething  in  your  manner 
'•  to  Vernon.  I  muft  excufe  him  by 
**  laying,  that  he  was  a  litde  fluftered. 
^*  I  followed  him  to  Brookcs's,  where 

*  we  foon  adjufted— " 

**  To  Brookcs's  !  Docs  my  lord  fre- 
'  quent  Brookes's  ? 
"  O  you  tempter  I  No  j  I  have  too 

•  much  honour  to  reveal  fccrets.     The 
»  affair  was  foon  explained,  I  was  going 

•  to  fay  i — for  Monteith  really  has  a  very 
'  good   heart,  which  cxcufcs   a    little 

*  accidental  puzzle-patcdnefs/- 

M  6  Geraldine 
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GeraldiM  coloured  i  but  her  Proieas 
eotnpanion  gave  her  no  rime  to  refent. 
Looking  out  of  the  chariot  window^  he 
rekpfed  into  fentiment.  <<  See,  dear 
"  lady  Montcith,"  faid  he,  «  how  the 
'^  giddy  throng  haften  to  this  feftival  of 
^  ofttntatious    vanity.      A    reflefting 

^  mind^  on  contemplating  this  crowd  of 
^'  carriagesy  tnuft  feel  other  fenfations 
^^  than  thoie  of  pleafure.  Not  to  roen« 
^^  tion  the  fufferings  of  thofe  noble  ani« 
**  mals  who  draw  the  vehicles  of  tyrant 
^'  man,  the  fituation  of  mafter  and  (er- 
'*  vanty  as  exhibited  upon  the  prefent 

*'  occafion,  is  enough  to  cure  the  moft 
'<  obdurate  heart  of  its  partiality  for 
"  thofe  diftindlions  of  rank  which  cor- 
"  rupt  focicty  now  exhibits.  How  re- 
*'  pugnant  to  the  feelings  of  univerlal 

«<  love  is  that  pale  emaciated  footman, 
"  who,  expofcd  to  the  inclemency  of 
<*  the    feafons,  fufpends   the  flambeau 

•^  over 
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"  over  the  carriage  of  his  voluptuous 
^  mafter  I  How  remote  inuft  that  man 
'^  fiiU  be  from  the  ultimate  perfection  of 
^'  hisnaturej  who  can  enjoy  the  pleafures 
*'  of  a  crowded  aflcmbly,  while  his 
"  coachman  quakes  in  the  warping 
**  wind,  or  ihrinks  beneath  the  pelting 
"  florm !  It  is  the  cruelty  of  a  Mezen- 
/'  tius :  the  living  body  is  united  to 
**  putridity." 

"  There  is  fome  juftice  in  your  ob- 
"  fcrvations,"  faid  the  countcfs  :  "  and 
^  it  behoves  us  as  idividuals  to  lelTen 
^  the  evils  of  that  inequality  which 
^'  public  good  requires."  The  carriages 
now  (topped;  and  as  Fitzofborne  led 
tier  to  the  gay  afTcmblage  of  beauty, 
iuicy,  and  elegance,  her  reBedtions  on 
liis  charadler  concluded  with  an  obfer- 
raciooj  that  '^  his  very  failings  leaned  to 

iic  fide  of  virtue." 

The 
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The  ball  went  on  very  much  Sktf 
other  ballf.  Sir  Richard  Vernon  and 
fe veral  gendemen  of  his  caft  of  charafter 

were  prefent^  and  Geraldine  complied 
punAually  with   her  lord's    injun&ionf 
cither  to  fit  down,  or  to  dance  with' 
FitzQJborne.    She  had  forgot  to  account 
fb^bls  appearing  in  a  drefs  (b  corre(pon« 
dent  to  her  own ;  and  when  fome  ladieib 
by  poindng  it  out^  alarmed  her  fenfe 
of  propriety,  her  explanation  was  em- 
barrafifed^   and  confequently  fufpicious. 
As  at  the  opera^  Ficzofborne's  attentions 
were  confined  to  her ;  and  his  elegant 
addrefs  and  polite  vivacity  added   the 
fnecr  of  envy  to   the   whifpcr  of  de* 
traftion.     Lady  Arabella    had    indeed 
the  honour  to  move  down  one  dance 
with  the  duke  i  but  his  grace  was    fo 
fatigued  by  the  exertion,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  renounce   dancing,  and   to 

have 
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have  recourfe  to  CafTino  for  the  reft  of 
the  evening.  Her  fucceeding  partners 
ranked  no  higher  than  commoners^ 
without  poflefling  any  of  the  innate  dif- 
cinfiions  which  gave  celebrity  to  the 
partner  of  Fitbofborne.  He  had  only 
bowed  to  her  in  the  moft  diftant  man* 
ncr  poflible.  Her  fmile  of  invitation 
was   unanfwered:   and   (he    began    to 

think  a  Minting  fit  was  the  only  chance 
of  routing  the  monfter's  attention.  She 
performed  it  in  the  greateft  perfedlion  1 
but  on  opening  her  eyes  (he  felt  a  little 
mortified  to  find,  that  neither  he  nor 
the  countcfs  appeared  in  the  circle 
which  had  gathered  round  her.  Another 
glance  convinced  her^  that  they  were 
DOC  in  the  room. 

"  The  heat  of  this  apartment,"  faid 
the  lovely  fufierer,  *^  is  infupportable. 
••  Do,  my  deareft  Harriet,  lend  me 
^^  your  arroj  and  let  mc  breathe  a  little 

•<  pure 
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««  pure  air  in  the  vcfttbule/'  The  viC» 
counted  complied^  and  the  miftctfi  of 
the  ceremony  with  feVeral  other  ladies 
accompanied  the  fair  invalid. 

Lady  Arabella  caft  t  fcnitbtsing 
glance  upon  the  fuite  of  chaaibera 
through  which  ihe  waa  led;  but  flic 
defeendcd  into  the  vtRibule  withoot 
making  any  difcovery.  It  had  beett 
converted  into  an  orangery  for  the  oc« 
cafion>  and  decorated  with  a  variety  of 
lamps  tafte fully  fufpended.  The  many- 
cdoured  light  trembling  on  the  fragrant 
exotics,  the  frefhnefs  oftheair^  the  fiill- 
nefs  of  the  fcene^  and  the  cxtenGve  view 
which  it  admitted  of  the  <*  ftars  in  all 
their  fplendor'*  and  *^  the  moon  walking 
in  brightncfsj"  afforded  a  (Inking 
contraft  to  the  glittering  but  artificial 
fcene  which  they  had  juft  left.  Lady 
Arabella  and  her  friends  were  not  the 
only  admirers  of  its  enchandng  cfft&, 

for 
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ifrche  u^Kr  tnd  ftood  the  countclt 

FiiBoiboriie. 

Rvf  let  08  f  o  burk/'  fliriekcd 

Arabella,  who.  however  did  not 
fcdoobc  their  idendcy.  <*I  am 
iHt  fiiglttfied.  Somebody  is  here.'' 
9lat^  of  the  houfe  declared^  that  it 
i  be  nobody  whom  flie  couU  ofajeft 
^ftSic  the  eharicable  vifcountefs 
^eredj  ^  chi)t  it  would  be  rude  to 
npt  t  privace  party/' 
Ohl  not  for  the  univerfe,''  ex- 
Mid  Arabelfau  <^  I  would  die  a  thou. 
id  deaths  rather  than  be  rude/' 
htf  countefi  advanced  with  an  air  of 
dtgnity,  which  the  inquiGtive  looks 
le  other  ladies  foon  difcompofcd. 
!l^  me,  Gftcr,"  faid  the  candid 
iella,  ^  I  really  did  not  think  it  was 
!••—•*  And  Edward  too/'  condnucd 
gdificant  lady  Fitzofborne ;  ^^  how 

yoo  do  i  There  is  no  fuch  thing 


<c 
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**  as  catching  your  attention  for  one 
^^  moment  this  evening.  How  came 
<<  your  aufterity  to  condefcend  co  vifit 
^  thefe  tinfel  amufements  ?'^ 

*^  Pardon  me,  madam,**  (aid  Edwardj 
bowing  refpcAfully  to  lady  ArabeUai 
**  thofe  amufements  cannot  be  tinfel 
*^  which  have  the  power  of  attfaidin^ 
^'fterling  merit."  Her  ladyfliip  did 
not  deign  to  take  the  leaft  notice  of 
his  fubmiflion,  but  continued  whifpering 
the  countefs  :  ^^  So  you  have  one  con- 
^*  (lant  cecijbeo  I  fee,  and  Monteith  ftays 
*'  at  home.  Very  fingular,  I  vow.  But 
^*  was  you  not  afraid  of  taking  cold 
"  during  this  long  converfation  ?*' 

**  No/'  replied  Gcraldine  with  re- 
covered compofure  j  *'  our  converfa- 
^^  don  was  tpo  interefting  for  me  to 
<^  think  of  cold.  What  if  I  (hould  tell 
"  you,  Arabella,  that  fome  part  of  it 
"  related  to  yourfelf  ?     But  you   really 

*'  treat 
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treat  your  faithful  fwain's  advances  in 
coo  contemptuous  a  flyle  for  me  to 
begin  my  requefted  interccfConj  or 
even  to  deliver  to  you  a  meflage 
from  your  brother  on  the  fame  fub- 

Tbc  party  had  now  re-entered  the 
ofej  when  the  countefs,  turning,  faid 
Ficzoibome,  <^  You  forget  Mifs  Par- 
ker/'—" Where  is  Mifs  Parker  ?" 
s  the  general  inquiry.  *^  In  the 
uangery,"  faid  lady  Montcith.  ^'  No» 
madam,  I  am  here/'  echoed  a  (hrill 
ice^  which  ilTued  from  one  of  the 
lies  who  accompanied  lady  Ara- 
Ua. 

■•  Mifs  Parker  could  not  have  been 
left  in  the  orangery/'  obfcrvcd  the 
feountefs.  "  Your  ladyfliip  was  cer- 
cuniy  miftaken.  She  came  down 
ftairs  with  us/' 

"  And 


/" 


I 

f 
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<«  And  flic  was  the  firft  who  fiifipoitp 
^  ed  me  when  I  fainted/'  faid  lady  Aiv 
bella^  who  in  her  eagernefs  to  dettA  isi 
fiippofed  criminal^  forgot  that  filtniSlig 
people  do  not  always  know' what  fiflb. 

<'  She  cerciunly  accompanied  ne  kko 
« the  orangery,''  repettfed  lidy  Mm* 

fcith.  .-.  : 

Mifs  Parker,  who  wis  no  otbpr  daa* 
the  *^  antiquated  belle"  at  the  operit 

now  came  forward^  and  with  a  refpeft* 
fill  curtefy,  begged  leave  to  explain: 
^  I  certainly  accompanied  your  lady* 
*^  Ihrp  and  Mr.  FiczoiborRC  down  (lairs, 
^*  when  you  did  me  the'  honour  to  aik 
*'  me ;  but  while  your  ladyfhip  was  en- 
*^  gaged  with  him  in  looking  at  the 
<<  ftars,  I  found  it  was  very  cold,  and  I 
^y  was  afraid  of  my  old  attack  in  my 
^'  ihoulder ;  fo  I  thought  I  would  ftcp 
^^  and  fetch  my  pellice  j  and  I  believe 

«<  your 
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'^  your  ladyfhip  and  the  gentleman  were 
*'  coo  much  occupied  to  perceive  that  I 
"  was  gone." 

A  (trcaftic  fmilej  which  Jady  Filla- 
gree*s  politenefs  could  fcarcely  reftrain 
her  from  joining,  followed  this  nar- 
ndve»  when  Edward^  like  Jofeph  Sur- 
fiuea  promifed  to  give  a  full  and  fatif- 
fii&ory  account  of  the  matter.  He 
laid  that  on  his  mentioning  that  he 
had  obferved  a  beautiful  Jacobea  lily 
in  full  blow  as  they  entered^  lady 
Monteith  and  Mifs  Parker  had  ex« 
prcfled  a  wi(h  to  pay  it  more  at- 
tendon;  that  he  had  the  honour  to 
cfcorc  them;  and  that,  after  admiring 
the  flower,  herladylhip  was  fuddcnly 
ftruck  by  the  fplendor  of  fome  pard- 
Gular  conftcUadons,  when  lady  Arabella 
entered. 

Another  general  fmile  enfued,  and 
Geraldtne,  no  longer  able  to  rally  her 

ipirits^ 
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Ipi.  itSj  ordered  her  chariot ;  and,  celling 
Miis  Parker  (he  would  fet  her  down  at 
her  own  door^  (he  relieved  the'  ladies 
from  the  pain  of  fupprefled  merrioieot^i 
by  taking  leave. 
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9.HAP.   XXX. 

■  *  ' 

,«^t  irt  thoa  ?  Thon  tmnendotti  powvr ! 
oft  ialnbU.  nt  without  our  leave  ;«- 
aft  thoa  light  a  torch  to  diftant  deedv ! 
ht  pift»  pieleiity  and  the  fiiture,  frown  r 
vw  tmd  anost  awake  thefiiul, 
hapeal  of  thunder  I 

YOVNO. 

;  fuppofed  fecret,  menrioned  in  my 
lhapcer>  was  of  coo  much  importance 
;  confined  to  the  difcoverers.  By 
IS  of  the  happy  art  of  innuendoes,  the 
ced  foon  difleminatcd  it  through 
riiole  circle  in  the  politeft  manner 
iiild>le.  One  lady  obfervedj  that 
dvcntures  of  the  third  Eloifa  would 
be  publiflied :  another  affirmed,  that 
old  be  called  Werter  the  Second, 
a  different  cata((rophe:  a  third 
d  to  read  the  Chapter  on  Bouny : 

a  fourth 
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a  fourth  thought  that  that  on  aftronomy 
v^ould  contain  the  mod  aftonifhing  dif- 
covery :  a  fifth  allowed,  that  aftronomy 
and  botany  were    both   very  fuitable 
fiudies  for  Ihepherds  and  (hcpherdcflfcsi 
and  every  body  hoped  that  the  adven- 
tures of  the  poor  little  lady,  who  had 
loft  her  pellicej  and  got  tht  rheumatifin, 
would  be  inferted.     The  farcafins  of 
the  vifcountefs  were  peculiarly  piquant : 
for  hers  was  the  moft  fulpeded  cha- 
ra£ter  in  company  i  and  it  is  an  in« 
variable  rule  with  ladies  of  her  caft,  that 
the  odium  with  which  you  befpattcr  a 
neighbour's  reputation  has  the  effed^  by 
retroadion,  of  furbilhing  your  own.  Her 
indignation  was  chiefly  pointed  at  lord 
Montetth,  who^  ihe  faid,  was  certainly 
anxious  to.  obtain  the  honour  of  being  a 
cornuto  i  and  her  idea  was  thought  to 
be  the  more  judicious^  as  it  was  known 
to  correfpond  with  the  fentiments  of  the 

7  rjffble 
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noble  viTcoiint  her  hufband.  Envy, 
idlencfs,  the  love  of  faying  good  things, 
and  a  dearth  of  cortverfation^  affiftcd 
her  to  propagate  the  llory.  For  two 
days  die  town  talked  of  nothing  elfe^ 
aud  every  relater  could  add  circum- 
fiances  of  frelh  atrocity.  In  two  days 
fiiore^  the  truth  of  thcfe  adventitious  cir- 
cunsftances  became  doubtful ,  and^  being 
proved  unfounded^  the  whole  fabric  fell 
with  them  to  the  ground.  At  the  end 
of  the  week  every  body  was  heartily 
ibrry  for  the  dear  mifreprefented  coun- 
ters; and  eveiy  body^  forgetting  the 
part  they  had  themfelves  taken,  heartily 
wUhcd  that  fome  law  might  be  invented 
to  prevent  defamation.— But  to  return 
to  the  objeft  of  thcfe  tnquifitorial  pro-< 
oeedings. 

The  lovely  Gcraldine  plainly  per- 
ceived the  malicious  explanation  that 
had  been  given  to  an  incident  which 

•VOL.  II.  N  Fitz- 
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Fitzofbornc  had  faithfully  explained. 
The  love  of  diflinflion  was,  as  I  have 

^  before  obfcrvcd,  one  of  her  ruling 
foibles  J  but  (he  Ibught  to  gratify  ic  by 
ilie  nobkfl:  means.  Her  fpotiefs  fame 
added  lultre  to  the  fplendor  of  her 
talents  and  the  attraftions  of  her  beauty. 
She  had  ever  been  named  as  one  of 
ihofc  few,  who,  in  a  degenerate  age,  af- 
forded a  happy  inftancc  of  the  poHlble 
union  of  propriety  and  faltiion.  To  have 
the  goodly  edifice  which  flie  had  reared 
with  fuch  afliduovs  care  at  once  dcftroy- 
cd  ;  to  have  her  unfullied  name  become 
the  jeft  of  witlings  and  the  aflbdate  of 
wilful  depravity',  was  infupportable.  Even 
fuppofing  that  the  candid  hearer  would 
rcjefb  the  calumnious  aflertion,  (he  could 
not  endure  the  very  idea  of  having  her 

'  .chara£ler  expofcd  to  fufpicious  difcuf- 

lion.     She  fat  filcnc  in  the  chariot,  the 

tear  of  anguilh  dealing  down  her  check, 

incapable 


A  TALS  OF  THE  TIMBS.  26j 

incapable  of  attending  to  Mifs  Parker's 
narrative,  whofe  regret  about  the  pellicc 
fiirniflied  her  with  a  fubjedt  of  lament- 
ation dll  they  arrived  in  town. 
,    Fitzofborne    read  .  lady   Monteith% 
,  iebdmeot$#      He  rightly  judged    that 
f   this  keen  fenfibility  would  prove  in« 
1  jnrious  to  his  audacious  deHgns ;  and 
\  he   determined   to  exert.  l;iis  infidious 
Arts  to  fubdue   it.     The  earl  was  not 
fcturncd  from  the  Houfe.   The  countefs 
-^  ivifhed  him  good  night,  and  paflcd  on 
fo  her  dreffing-room.     Ficzpfbornc  fol* 
lowed  her  to  the  door.     '*  Excufe  my 
'    «  anxiety/'  faid  he  i  *'  your  look  docs 
V  "  not  indicate  a  wifh  for  repofe.     Will 
H   M  you  allow  me   to    fit  with  you   till 
I   "Monteith    returns?'*       She  replied, 
•that  Ihe  was  not  in  fpirics  for  company ; 
apd  after  a  paufe,  "  It  is  in  vain,"  faid 
fllC^  **  to  difguifc    my  feelings,  Fitz^ 

N  2  ^*  ofborne ; 


i 
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•'  oftmrne;  and  you  know  the  caufc  of 
•*  my  diftrefs." 

"  I  know  nothing  that  can  juftiry,  or 
"  at  lead  dcferve,  thofe  tears.  Dearcft 
**  lady  Montcidi,  for  Heaveii's  fake, 
*'  conquer  that  emotion,  which  moresfek  . 
**  the  mifanthropy  I  long  hare  felt  u 
*'  riie  narrow  prejudice  and  ilfiberalkf 
"  of  the  world." 

"  You  are  always  tilting  agunft  thole 
.**  windmill  giants>"  returned  Geraldioe 
'  with  a  languid  fmile.  "  It  is  of  the 
*<  Ipirit  of  detra<£tion  and  inconliderate- 
**  nefs  chat  I  complain  ;  of  that  cmel 
•*  levity,  which  fports  with  what  is 
**  dearer  than  life." 

*'  Nay,  now  you  urge  your  fcnlibiKcy 
*'  coo  far.  It  is  weaknefs,  not  delicacy, 
*'  to  put  our  happinefs  fo  much  in  the 
••  power  of  others.  Have  you  forgot- 
"  ten  that  beautiful   feotimcat,  *  The 
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*'  coniciou9  iBiod  is  its  own  awful 
••world  f 

<^  I  grant  its  propriety  only  with  rc« 

# 

••  (pe&  CO  the  tortures  of  guilt ;  for  can 
••  innocence  be  infcnfible  of  the  value 
f'  of  reputation  T' 

•^  k  niay  diiprove  (lander  by  defpi^ 
^  fi^  ^^  ^  by  tiding  with  marked 
•*  COQtCtnpt  of  its  petty  machinations. 
^  The  ulc  you  feem  to  apprehend  is 
^.coo  poor>  too  contemptible  for  be-- 
^  Uef*  I  have  but  one  fear  refpedting 
^  ici  public  expofure." 

••  What  fear  r 

••  If  lord  Monteith  fliould  hear  it." 

••  If   he    fhouldi  what    have  I   to 

••  The  warmth  of  his  rharafler; 
•F  hia  irritable  impctuoGcy  -,  his  fuf- 
*»  picious— — " 

*'  Suipiciousj  did  you  f  y  ?  How 
•^ffluft  I  be  degraded,  Mr,  Fitzolborne, 

'  N  3  "in 


/ 
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*'  in  his  opinion  !  To  fufpeft  mc  after 
"  four  years  experienced  confidence ! 
**  And  whar  muft  the  world  think  of 
*•  me,  if  even  my  firft,  my  dearcft 
"  friend  doubts  my  rc£litude  ?" 

"  I  know  that  angcla  are  not  purerj 
«•  and  when  Montcith  recoHcfts  hiinfiilft 
"  his  judgment  will  tell  him  the  fiune. 
*(  He  is  now  a  Hitle  warped;  an  un- 
*'  happy  ill-grounded  apprchenBoh^-a 
"  fmothcrcd  Jpark  nearly  extinguiffied 
**  by  rcaion,  which  this  ridiculous -ftory 
•'  may  revive  ; — and  fufpicion  in  a  cha- 
*'  rafter  like  his  muft  be  terrible." 

Geraldine  leaned  almoft  fainting 
againft  the  wainfcot.  A  deadly  pale- 
ncfs  was  diffufcd  over  her  inte'Iligcnt 
face,  and  her  heart  panted  with  appre- 
hcnfivc  terror.  None,  except  a  Domi- 
tian  or  a  Fitzofborne,  who  delight 
in  torture,  bur  muft  have  pitied  her 
agonies. 

.    The 
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The  traitor  did  indeed  afFcfl:  to  pity. 
He  dropped  upon  his  knee,  and  uttered 
every  rhapfodical  cxprcflion  which   the 
moft  guileful  art  could  diftatc,  "  Dearefl 
**  lady  Montcith,  for  Heaven's  fake  be 
••  connpofed— -my  tortured  heart  bleeds 
*•  to  fee  your  anguifh — moft  injured— 
«'  moft  lovely  fuflPcrer — Oh  richly  wor- 
"  thy   of  a  better  fate— Impart  your 
••  anguifh  to    the  faithful  friend    who 
•*  would  die  to  relieve  it/' 

The    laft  words  recalled  her  recol- 
Icaion.      ^'  Rife,  fir,"   faid    (he    with 
becoming  dignity.  **  My  fituation  does 
"  not  call  for  the  atflive  offices  of  friend- 
,  "  fliip.  You  fay  I  am  injured.  In  what  ? 
"  From  what  motive  do  you  torture  me 
"  with  fufpenfc  ?  You  feem   to  pofTefs 
«  fome  fatal  fccret  refpefting  me.     If  I 
"  ought  to  know  the  evil  you  allude  to 
**  tell  me  at  once,  that  I  may  arm  my 
"  foul  with  fortitude  to  fuftain  my  trials, 

N  4  **  or 
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"  or  deleft  the  calumny  which  fports 
"  with  my  peace." 

Edward  was  dilconccrtcd.  He  had 
hoped  that  (o  much  fricndfliip  migfn 
have  furprized  her  into  a  little  acknow- 
ledgment. And  he  perceived  with  re- 
gret that  many  a  fummcr's  fun  muft 
ftill  rife  to  mature  his  villany,  H«  had 
never  yet  cncouniercd  the  reG{Utue  of 
a  firm  fuprrior  mind,  or  (o  ftrongly 
feen  the  "  lovelincfi  of  virtue  in  bcr 
own  form,"  or  "  felc  how  awful  good* 
ncfs  is."  Yet,  m<»e  rcmorfelefs  then 
the  Prince  of  Darkncfs,  *'  he  pined  not 
at  his  own  lofs." 

The  fophifts,  who  in  thefe  evil  days 
are  falfely  called  enlightened,  afieft  noc 
to  palliate  their  own  vices  by  picas  of 
necefllty  and  frailty,  whatever  difguiie 
they  may  aflumc  to  expedite  their  fuc- 
cefs  with  others.  Afpiring  to  a  pre- 
eminence in  idptecy,  which  former 
linncs 


I 


M  fAtM  OP  THE  TIlffBS.        273 

dimes  fetred  to  arrogate,  they  fin  upon* 
principkt  promulgate  fyftems  to  juftify 
ioiqiiicf,  and  profaibe  repentance  by  a 
moraUty  which  overturns  every  re* 
ftrab^  and  a  reli^on  that  prohibits^ 
aodiing  but  devotion.  Combining  Pa^ 
gpa  fiiperftidons  with  the  cxplodied  re-r 
veries  of  irradonal  theorifts>  they  place 
at  the  head  of  their  world  of  chance  a> 
fiipinc  material  God,  whom  they  recog-> 
nize  by  the  name  of  Nature,  and  pre- 
tend that  its  worihip  fuperfedes  all  other 
lawi  human  and  divine.  .  By  the  fide 
ff  chis  circumfcribed  Deity  they  erefb 
die  idol  flirioe  of  its  vicegerent,  Inte« 
9C&  I  by  the  monftrous  do£lrincs,  that 
^  whatever  is  profitable  is  right/'  that 
^  dK  end  fimdifies  the  means^"  and 
l)ia|  **  human  adions  ought  to  be  free»'' 
'ibey  diflblve  the  bonds  of  (bciety  -,  and^ 
after  conducing  their  bewildered  fol« 
]o#eia  dirough  the  mazes  of  folly  and 

N  £  guilt. 
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guile,  in  fearch  of  an  unattainable  pcr- 
feftion,  iheir  views  terminate  at  laft  in 
That  fallacious  opiate  which  infidelity 
prcfents,  "  the  eternal  fleep  of  death." 

When  poftcrity  Qiall  know  that  thefc 
principles  characterize  the  clofc  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  it  will  ceafe  to  won- 
der at  the  calamities  which  hidory  will 
riien  have  recorded.  6uch  engines  arc- 
iiifficicntly  powerful  to  overturn  govern- 
ments, and  to  Ihake  the  deep-founded 
bafe  of  the  firmefl:  empires.  Should  it 
therefore  be  told  to  future  ages,  that 
the  capricious  dilTolubility  (if  not  the 
abfolute  nullity)  of  the  nuptial  tie  and 
the  annihilation  of  parental  authority  arc 
among  the  blafphemies  uttered  by  the 
meral  inftruflors  of  thcfe  times  :  (hould 
they  hear,  that  law  was  branded  as  a 
vain  and  even  unjud  attempt  to  bring 
individual  anions  under  the  reftridions 
of  general  rule  j  that  chaftity  was  de- 
fined 


A  TALS  OF  THf  TIMES.  275 

r  « 

fined  €0  mean  only  individuality  of 
aficdtion;  chat  religion  was  degraded 
into  a  ientimencal  effuGon  ;  and  that 
thefe  doftrines  do  not  proceed  from 
the  pen  of  avowed  profligates^  but 
from  perlbns  apparently  afluated  by 
the  defire  of  improving  the  happinefs 
of  the  world  :  (hould,  I  fay,  generations 
yec  unborn  hear  this^  they  will  not  af- 
cribe  the  annihilation  of  thrones  and 
altars  to  the  fuccefsful  arms  of  France^ 
but  to  thofc  principles  which,  by  dif- 
iblving  domeftic  confidence  and  under-* 
mining  private  worth,  paved  the  way 
for  univerfal  confufion. 

Stimulated  by  that  zeal  for  making 
profelytes  which  marks  the  miflionaries 
pf  thefe  doctrines,  Fitzofborne  had 
hoped  to  goad  his  vidim  into  the 
^res  of  infidelity  by  the  corroding 
pongs  of  previous  guilt.  -  Her  unafiedi;- 
cd  agony  at  the  idea  of  -her  hufband's 
doabting  the  propriety  of  her  condudb 

N  6  and 
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and  rhc    reftitudc  of  her  heart,  could 
only  be  infpired  by  connubial    tender> 
jiefs  and  real  delicacy.     The  blufli  of 
generous     indignation    which    kindled 
upon  herjcheck  at  the  fuppofition  that 
Edward's    infinuaiions    might    proceed 
from  finlfter  views,  and  the  calm  con- 
tempt with  which  fhe  treated  the  little 
arcs  of  (edudion  to  which  female  va- 
nity  has  fometimcs  yielded,  convinced 
him  (hat  ajl  his  attempts  to  overturn 
her  high4cated  honour  would  be  in- 
effectual,  unlefs  he  could  weaken   tbe 
bonds  of  conjugal  ateachmcjitt  or  rc> 
more  the  flrong  bulwark  of  conlcioitt 
immortatlty,  which  gave  energy  to  her 
principles  and  ftability  to  beF  virtue* 
Her   native  fagacity  aflured  hia)>  thiA 
,  all  thefe  attempts  mult  be  made  with 
caution;   but  his  poifonous   noHrums, 
'  once  introduced,  would  work  with  lilenE  * 
vigour.    If  the  confliiA  of  the  paOioos- 
Qiould  not  be  fufficieotly  ftoriny  in  her 
tein» 
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toDpente  nund  to  erafe  the  belief  of 
IbciTC  recributioD,  her  thirft  after  know* 
kdge  night  entangle  her  in  metuphjr- 
ficd^fobtildes.    The  lore  of  diftindtion 
ud  the  idluretnenta  of  example  might 
iodnce  her  to  add  one  more  to  thofe 
taurageous  females  who  conceive  that 
dw  charafter  of  a  woman  is  not  en- 
tirely divefted  of  weaknefs  till  (he  de<^ 
fiea    Omnipotence ;    while    unrequited 
Midemels  and  unrewarded  defert  muft 
[.  cftitfoge  an  exquifiteiy  fufccptible  heart 
from  its  unworthy  mafter>  and  direA  its 
affisfiioos  to  the  fpecious  blandifhmcnts 
^tf  SB  unprincipled  impofton 

Koofborne's  anfwer  to  Gcraldine's 
^iiiied  appeal  was  diflated  by  the  moft 
Mifomfnate  art..    He  proteftcd  that  he 
ktd  BO  fecret  to  divulge  but  what  fhe 
-«lrtadjr  knew ;  namely,  that  lord  Mon-- 
had  unwarily  imbibed  fome  fofpi- 
^  iiiw  ippcthcnfions  from  the  marked 
*^.:  ■-..,.  adcni*" 
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admiration  whicli  fir  Richard  Vernon 
bad  paid  to  her  at  the  opera,  and  to 
which  the  incidental  clrcumftancc  of 
her  being  in  remarkabiy  good  fpirits 
that  evening  might  contribute.  He 
fcarcely  wondered  at  his  friend's  alarm, 
when  he  confidered  the  free  notions  of 
iheagc.the  baronct'slibertine  piinciples, 
the  impetuofity  of  lord  Monteith's  tem- 
per) and  his  extreme  fufceptibility  in  a 
point  of  honour,  which  in  his  opinion 
probably  proceeded  from  the  warmch 
of  his  conjugal  attachinent*  He  begged 
pardon  for  too  deeply  fympathizing.  io 
her  uneafinefs,  but  owned  that  his  fccU 
ings  were  never  proof  againft  the  magic 
influence  of  female  tears.  The  term 
*'  injured,"  which  he  perceived  had 
alarmed  her,  was  heedlefsly  uttered, 
without  any  refererxe,  at  leaft  any  de- 
figned  one,  urtlefs  it  alluded  to  thofe 
illiberal  Qandcrcrs  who  attempted  to 
afperfc 
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tipcrie  a  cbara&er  which  he  verily  be- 
lieved was  the  only  exception  to  that 
gpneral  careleflhefs  of  reputation  too 
ftrongly  chara&eriftic  of  the  manners  of 
die  prefencrace  of  married  ladies. 

.  '*  Calumny,  my  dear  lady  Monteith^" 
CODCinued  hc^  <<  is  now  coofidered  as 
**.the  teft  of  falhion;  and^  inftead  of 
'*  ihrinldng  from  its  pelUlencial  attack, 
•*  evtn  women  of  virtue  conceive  a  flan- 
*^  derous  paragraph  in  a  morning  paper 
•'  CO  be  a  kind  of  paflport  to  celebrity  ; 
^  and,  pleaied  with  becoming  objefls 
"  of  general  attention,  they  wait  very 
?  paciendy  for  dme  to  confute  what  was 
•'  iincrue  in  the  report.  Your  extreme 
^  delicacy  (for  now  that  you  are  a  little 
••  recovered  I  cannot  help  remarking 
••  that  it  is  too  exquifitely  fufccptiblc) 
«  and  the  peculiarity  of  your  lord's  dif- 
••  pofitionmakemefce  theconfequences 
^  of  thb  affair  in  a  more  ferious  light 

*^  thaa 
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-  •«  than  I  fiiould  otherwife  do:  but  as  I 
••  am  afraid  that  neither  of  you  will  ever 
•*  pradifcthe  philofophy  which  I  (hould 
«*  affume  on  this  ridiculous  occafion, 
*•  I  can  only  fay,  that  I  Ihall  be  ready  to 
•*  purfue  any  plan  you  Qiail  fuggcft  for 
•*  my  conduft.  Come,  clear  that  pen- 
"  five  brow ;  and  be  convinced,  that 
•*  Montcith  may  fee  other  men  admire 
•*  you  withouu  fuppofing  that  you  en- 
"  courage  their  addrcffes." 

This  fpcech  had  the  defirvd  effcA. 
It  convinced  the  countefs  that  fiie 
ought  to  conceal  from  her  lord  every 
circumftance  in  her  own  behaviour 
which  excited  the  Bnimadvcrfions  of 
others  i  and  while  her  agitaced  fpirits 
were  fomewhat  confoled  by  the  hope 
that  his  difpleafure  was  now  wholly  con- 
fined  to  Vernon,  Ihe  faw  the  neceflitjf 
oF  extreme  caution,  left  it  Ihoutd  ulci- 
matcly  point  at  her.  Her  apprehcn- 
fionr 


t 


f\ 


A  TALB  OP  THE  TIMES*  28 1 

fiooft  of  ibcnc  chmtiial  intention  in  Fitz- 
olbone's  ptflionate  addrefs  were  cran- 
The  extreme  audacity  and  guile 
to  the  bare  idea  of  his  having 
an  illicit  actachmcnCi  and  the 
•falblute  impoflibility*  of  his  even  bo^ 
fag  for  fticceisi  perfuaded  hcr>  that  his 
^pittoiitce  language  was  only)  as  he  af* 
ftoiedk  to  be,  the  unpremedicaced  fym- 
jpttfaf  of  fincere  friendlhip ;  and  (he  now 
Mkifted  at  her  own  indelicacy  in  doubt- 
ing, dioogh  but  for  a  moment^  the  rec* 
nude  of  his  heart. 

Efteemand  confidence  are  never  (b 
ixmerfol  as  at  the  moment  of  removed 
Kii^ciom  She  wanted  an  advifer  and 
-confidanr.  Who  could  feem  fo  proper 
1)9  perform  that  office  as  the  fagacious 
ftadroental  Edward  ?  The  firft  Icheme 
"which  lady  Monteith  propofed  to  ftop 
tile  circulation  of  the  flanderous  tale 
iras»  duit  Fitzolborne  ihould  immedi- 
ately 
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itely  leave  ciic  family.  The  arch-wmpr- 
*r  flgnifird  his  pcrfeift  acquieiVrnce  ;  but 
.with  dercrer.cc  ftaicd,  that  in  liis  opi- 
•nion  fucli  an  apparent  coincidence  with 
thf  prejudice  of  maltvolcntc  would  tend 
to  confirm  'us  ceniurc  -,  and  to  his  re- 
peated advice  to  treat  the  whole  flofy 
with  indifference  and  bravado,  Udjr 
Monteiih  oppoled  her  own  poignant 
fccIingSj  which  would  never  permit  her 
to  go  into  company  while  confcious 
that  a  whifper  was  circulated  to  ber  dif- 
advantage.  At  length  a  compromife 
was  agreed  to  between  the  oppoflte  opi- 
nions, and  Gcraldinc  determined  to  take 
leave  of  the  gay  world  with  more  than 
philofophic  diftaftc  of  its  levity  and  un- 
charitable alperity.  Forgetting  that 
retirement  had  fomctimcs  fuggcftcd  the 
wifh  of  introdncing  her  brilliant  talents 
to  the  notice  of  more  accurate  obfcrvers, 
the  envy,  hatred,  and  dctraftion  which 
impeded 
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Jed  her  career,  made  her  again 
to  take  (helter  in  the  quiet  undif- 
I  fuperiority  which  Powcrfcourt  or 
«hh  prclcnted.  The  prcfcnce  of 
DC  and  afFcflation  renewed  her  Lu- 
emcmbrancc,  rendered  the  recol- 
ITweetnefs  and  ingenuoufncfsof  her 
Acr  dill  m'-^rft  plcnfing,  and  ftimu- 
hcr  impatience  to  pour  her  for- 
into  the  bofom  of  foothing  friend- 
;  or  to  heal  her  corroded  heart  by 
lentlc  balm  of  pirental  tendernefs. 
propofed  alliance  which  had  occa- 
d*  her  journey  to  London  being  to 
ippearance  entirely  fruftrated,  (he 
Kd  to  return  to  the  pleaOng  occu« 
Hi  of  domeftic  life  ;  and  the  claims 
iial  duty  determined  hdr  to  take 
crfcourt  in  her  way  to  Scotland, 
prevent  any  fulpicion,  that  her  re- 
was  in  confequence  of  a  breach 
ecn   the  carl  and  Fitzofborne,   it 

was 
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waspropofcd,  ihat  the  latter  fhould  con- 
tinue at  Portland-place  tilt  lord  Mon- 
teith's  parliamentary  engagements  ter- 
minated :  and  Gctjldine  enrertaincd  a 
private  hope,  that  her  lord's  intercft  wirh 
miniftry  might  procure  fome  po!l  which 
would  tend  to  reconcile  Edward  to  the 
fcvere  blow  which  his  fortunes  had  re- 
ceived by  the  rejection  of  lady  Arabellis 
and  at  the  fame  time  convince  the  world, 
UiBt  caprice  was  not  the  diftinguilhiDg 
cbara^eriftic  of  alt  the  MftCdonald  &• 
miljr. 

Fitzofborne  now  recurred  to  the  co»r 
verfation  which  had  really  been  begun  ia 
lady  Fillagree's  orangerj ;  aed  he  debated 
the  pfobabk  event  of  hia  rcncmng  kit 
addrcJles  with  fo  much  Teeming  anziety, 
aitdatftcd  the  part  of  the  morliBed  fwaia 
with  fo  much  adroitncfs,  as  entirely 
removed  every  fliadow  of  fufptcioo 
from  lady  Monteich's  mind»  engaged 
he£ 
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litr  anew  id  die  office  of  a  confoler,  and 

.  vreo  rouied  a  degree  of  felf-accufacion 

K  at  her  having  dared  to  fufpe^t  chat  the 

:Jtaonls  of  the  virtuous  Edward  fell  Ihort 

aif  die  perfbAion  to  which  they  pre- 

She  hmented  with  pathetic 

the  depraved  ftate  of  female 

J  wluch  gave  a  coxcomb  inBnite  ad« 

vantage  over  a  man  of  fenfe  with  the 

diffipaced  belles  of  the  day ;  and  Ficz« 

dborne,  refigning  all  his  hopes  of  con* 

JDgal  felicity,  with  a  profound  (igh  de- 

dnedy  that  in  future  he  mud  tranquillize 

•  Ms  troubled  ibul  with  the  endearing 

t^Bipathy   of  female    friend  (hip.     He 

yioeeeded  with  platonic  delicacy  to  draw 

Hnt  mental  portrait  of  fuch  a  friend  as 

lift  wiflied  to  find:  carefully  including 

in  the    enchanting  compolidon  every 

which    Geraldine    feemed   ccn- 

of  pofibfliflg.  Superior  refincment» 

mi  Ma  i^prdicnfivenefs  of  even  juft 

3^1 .  •  praifcj 


r 


i86  A  TALE  OF  THE  TIMES. 

praife,  was  mentioned  with  ctnpliafis  j 
and  while  ih<:  orator  ftated  the  peculiar 
difficulty  in  which  this  elevated  faRi- 
dioufnefs  would  place  a  fufccptiblc  mind, 
impelled  by  warm  eftcem  to  exprefs  its 
admiration,  yet  reftraincd  from  fpeak- 
ing  by  the  certainty  of  offending,  the 
countcfs  liftened  with  unful'peding  de- 
light ;  fo  true  is  the  maxim, 

And  wbiie  he  icllt  her  be  bate;  flait-ry, 

Sne  (ayt  (he  doet  fo,  beiog  ihea  moll  flatter'd. 

Lord  Monieith  interrupted  the  cobt 
verfaiion  at  a  laie  hour.  He  returned 
in  very  high  fpirits,  not  only  elated  by 
the  triumph  of  his  party,  but  with  hie 
own  particular  fucccfs ;  having  made  a 
neat  and  appropriate  fpeecji,  confiftiug 
of  three  or  four  well-turned  periods, 
Avhich  was  honoured  with  profound  at- 
4ention.  His  lordOiip  was  lefs  quick  in 
ditcovcring  improprieties  than  in  re- 
fenting 
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lenting    them    when   pointed   out  *  by 
4Xhcrs.     Ficzofbnrne's  fitting  alone  with 
his  hKly  at  five  o'clock  in  the  mornings 
tfautned    him  no   more   than   Fitzof- 
^'horoe's  efcorting  her  in  a  correfpondent 
\dfela  to  lady  Fillagree's  &ncy4>alL     He 
jecouoted  the  events  which  had  taken 
|ilace  in  the  debate  with  too  much  eager- 
jk(s  to  liftcn  to  the  narrative  of  her  ad- 
L  ventures.     He  only  heard  with  plcafure 
'   that  Vernon  paid  no  attention  to  her^ 
.^uid  that  (be  was  perfedly  in  charity 
'%ith  her  cecijbeo.     So  many  agreeable 
^occurrences  made  him  readily  confent 
m  her  propofal  of  paying  her  annual 
Yifit  to  Caernarvonfhire  immediately  j 
and  he  was  too  fincere  a  friend  not  to 
1    enter  with  eagernefs  into  her  plan  cf 
rendering  Edward   fome  pecuniary  fer- 
vices.     His   late   difplay  of  oratorical 
ability    feemed     to    enfure     fuccefs; 
^  for,**  laid  he,  **  though  1  want  nothing 

"  from 
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**  from  Government,  v^hy  (hould  not 
•*  my  friends  reap  fome  advantage  from 
"  the  fatigue  which  I  endure  in  the  fcr- 
•*  vice  of  my  country  ?  Do  you  think. 
•*  that  they  dare  refufc  me,  Gcraldinc, 
•'  when  they  know  how  much  I  am 
«  courted  by  oppoficion  ?"  He  conclu- 
ded by  obfcrving,  that  Edward's  talents 
would  do  honour  to  any  adminillratioR. 
His  appearing  in  a  confpicuous  line 
would  alfo  mortify  Arabella,  and  con- 
vince her  that  fhe  ought  to  have  rcfpcft- 
ed  her  brother's  deeper  knowledge  of 
manners  and  charafters,  and  not  hove 
difmilTed  a  lover  who  was  infiaiceljr  no 
good  for  her. 


Ft** 


CHAP.    XXXI. 

le,  by  Pleafure^f  fophlftry  allur'd, 

he  bright  fun,  ind  liviDg  breeze  ye  ftray : 

in  London^s  gloomy  haunts  immur^d^  ^     ^"•^t^jtr 

•'er  your  fortune*!,  freedom*!,  health*!  decay }  ' ^*?  L,J^{ 

if  cboicey  and  to  yourfelves  untrue !  '■ ,  >i V$ 

ig  grove  (hoot!,  their  bloom  the  field!  renewi  ^  i^r^V 

fion  afkt  IT!  lord,  the  fMrain!  their  friend|  '  ^^  "^^ 

be  does  riot*!  orgies  haply  fhare, 
ipt  the  gamefter*!  dark  deftroying  fnare, 
be  courtly  flirine  with  lavi/h  incenfe  bend. 

AK£NSlI>t. 


>  ^ 


.B  the  earl  of  Monteich,  with  all 
unt   Gncerity  of  his  ardent  cha-  j^iJh 

,  purfued  his  friendly  but  unfuc*  ?^v:  > 

1  deiign  of  fcrving  Fitzofbornc, 


-  ■ .  1  ^     ■  ■  ■ 


i  c  •• 
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As  lady  Montcith  Kad  by  retiremenc 
fubducd  the  acrimony  of'coinpcdtiony 
even  the  candour  of  her  rivals  returned, 
and  the  tide  of  popular  opinion  grew 
dill  (Irohger  in  her  favour*  Iai%e 
allowances  were  made  for  a  little  canity 
and  a,  little  indifcretion,  Moft  peopk 
tinc^rely  believed  that,  after  all,  her 

marked  predile6bion  for  Fitzofborgtf 
was  nothing  more  than  a  harmlefs  flirt- 
ation, perhaps  entered  into  out  of  frolic, 
or  with  a  view  to  mortify  Arabella. 
Thefe  delicate  extenuations  were  gene- 
rally concluded  by  a  laugh  at  His  lord- 
ihip's  ftaying  in  town  to  vindicate  her 
character,  and  a  fear^  that  fuch  uncom* 
mon  good- humour  on  his  part  might 
encourage  her  to  go  greater  lengths  io 
her  fnirih  than  (he  at  firft  intended. 

The  annihilation  of  domeftic  happineft 
opening  the  faired  views  for  Fitzoiborne's 
fuccefs^  he  determined  to  employ  every 

CDgioe 


jK  tale  of  the  times.       291 

igine  for  ics  dcftru&ion.  The  guarded 
Miour  of  Geraldine  had  hicherco  re- 
5ked  his  infinuations  to  che  diladvan* 
g^  of  her  lord  with  the  waniuh  of 
iifirmcd  affection,  and  the  indignacioa 
Itch  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  infeparable 
lion  between  his  repuution  and  her 
rn  mud  infpire.  But  various  inflances 
d  convinced  him,  thac  this  '^  God 
her  idolatry"  was  vulnerable  in  a 
ouGind  points ;  eafily  deceived,  eaQly 
iuccd,  foon  irricaced,  and  as  quickly 

.eificd.  The  prefence  of  the  countefs, 
r  fupcrior  judgment,  and  the  refpefl: 
r  the  decencies  of  life  which  his 
rong  attachment  to  her  had  infpired^ 
id  hitherto  preferved  him  from  any 
rois  ads  of  immorality,  and  given  a 
xorum  to  his  conduft  which  juditied 
iC  confidence  fhe  always  placed  in  his 
ehaviour.  Fitzolborne  too  plainly  faw 
UK  there  was  no  innate  principle  to 

o  2  prcfervc 


1 

^ 
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prefervc  Montcith  in  the  hour  of  tempta* 
tion,  when  his  guardian,  angel  was  ab- 
fent  from  her  charge.  Thofc  tempca- 
tions  he  refofvcd  to  fupply  ;  he  doubted 
not  his  own  ability  to  environ  hiai  widi 
fnares,  from  which  even  a  firmer  virtue 
would  find  it  difficult  to  efcape  i  and  yet 
at  the  fame  time  to  conceal. his  infidtous 
interference,  and  to  cover  his  machina* 
tions  with  the  prodituted  names  of 
fricndfhip,  fencimcnt,  and  morality. 
Though  lady  Montcith's  enlarged  un- 
derftanding  had  fufficient  difcernment  to 
difcover  calumny>  and  to  treat  unfounded 
fufpicions  with  contempt,  could  (he 
jcfift  the  evidence  of  truth  ?  or  could 
her  feeling  heart  fupport  that  cruel 
indifference  which  a  diffipared  hufband 
always  affe'-^s  to  fhow  to  the  amiable 
wife  whom  he  injures  by  his  vices  2 
Her  ftrong  fufceptibility  at  every  cir- 
cumftance  which  threatened  the  dimi* 

Qution 
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nution  of  their  tnucual  regard  convinced 
him  that  (he  could  nor.  And  furely 
the  relentment  which  a  young  and  beau- 
tiful woman  mull  feel  at  fuch  injurious 
argligence  would  render  her  an  eafy 
prey  to  the  wiles  of  a  feducer.  To 
liqipofe  the  contrary^  was  a  paradox  which 
•kb  knowledge  of  the  human  character 
lioukl  not  admit. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  pollute  my 
pige  by  a  defcription  of  thofe  fucceff- 
•ftl  plans  of  iniquity  by  which  Fitzof-- 
bone  fubverted  the  principles  of  the 
fluw  who  really  loved   him,   and  fclc 
anxious  to  render  him  eflfential  fervices. 
Unhappily,  the  world  prefents  too  often 
Cbe   fpedacle  of  one   immortal   being 
.  ilhiring  another  to  inebriety,   or  plun- 
ging it  in  depravity,  for  me  to  excite 
iiirprize,  by  adding,  that  fuch  aflions 
are  not  deemed  incompatible  with  the 
lacred  title  of  a  friend.     Thefe  feducers 

o  3  havMi 
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have  not  indeed  always  the  deeper  mo- 
tives which  I  afcribe  to  Fitzofboriie ; 
but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  ?he  prin- 
ciples he  profeiTed  gave  a  fanAion  to  hw 
more  monftrous  atrocity.    Private  vice* 
are  public  benefits.     Is  it  not  a  general 
advantage;  that  property  fliould  be  trans- 
ferred from  an  fhdolenr  fenfiiaiifl  to  in- 
a£tive    intelligent  enterprifing  citoeoi 
who  Would  turn  it  to  beneficial  psrpofts  ? 
Mbnteith  would  be  juft  fl»  happy  wicb 
hi&  dogs  and  horfes,  the  only  inhere  €f 
enjoyment  which  his  limited  imderftand- 
ing  Teemed  capable  of  reliflbing,  though 
his  beautiful  wife  and  the  fair  pofleffioaa 
with  which  (he  was  endowed,  were  re«' 
figned  to  forac  clever  fellow  who  had 
wit  enough  to  acquire  them.     Suppoling 
the  reftraint  of  confcience  conveniently 

filenced  by  that  fcepticifm  which  is  now 
efteemed  fo  liberal,  what  other  prin* 
ciple  will  you  fubftitute  to  prevent  fuch 

practices  ? 
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raflices  ?  Succcfs  foon  reconciles  the 

m 

orld  to  the  profperous  villain.  A 
ttlc  declacna:ion  will  fatisfy  fentiment, 
id  even  the  watchful  dragon  of  honour 
lay  be  ch.irmcd  to  flecp  by  honied 
'ords.  Gralicude,  which  ufcd  to  rank 
est  to  integrity  in  the  fcalc  of  virtues, 
I  now,  like  its  immediate  prcdeccffor, 
egraded  from  its  proud  pre-eminence. 
Lcfuicment  hasdifcovcred,  that  the  giver 
efiows  tiot  from  l)enevolent  motives, 
or  from  affcftion  to  the  receiver,  but 
lercly  to  relieve  himfclf  from  the  pain 
fan  uncafy  emotion  ;  and  it  has  taught 

s  to  infer  from  thcfe  premifcs,  that  it 
'ould  be  weakncfs  to  feci  obli;:ation 
)r  benefits  which  wholly  proceed  from 
ic  all-invigorating  principle  of  fclf- 
>ve. 

Entangled  in  the  mazes  of  an  illicit 
iiour,  begun  in  a  moment  of  ine- 
ricty,  and  purfucd  from  want  of  cou- 

o  4  rage 


r 
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rage  to  be  fingular  aod  want  of  Aergf 
to  be  firm,  the  unhappy  Monteith  be- 
held his  prefenc  (ituacion  with  horror, 
and  contemplated  his  pad  happmefs  with 
vain  regret.  His  little  daughters,  his 
Gcraldine,  his  domellic  tranquillity,  his 
rural  amulements^T— how  fordble  was 
the  contrail  between  thofe  guiltlels  plea* 
fures^  and  the  clamour  of  a  Bacchanal 
fian  revel,  the  corroding  inquietude  of 
a  gaming-  table,  -  and  the  venal  allure- 
snents  of  a  courtezan. 

Thoufand  after  thoufand  vaniflied  at 
thefe  midnight  orgies.  The  image  of  his 
injured  wife  and  fupplicating  infants  con« 
ftantly  rofe  to  his  view  -,  but  they  only 
came  to  increafe  his  defperation,  not  to 
rcftrain  hismadnefs.  The  words,  "  One 
•*  more  bottle,  and  another  fong!  What, 
^  Monteith  a  flincher  ?  Come,  my  lord^ 
^^  luck  muft  change;  make  one  more 
"  fpiritcd  effort  :*'  and;  "  Can  the  dear- 

"  eft 
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lif  flaeiii  for  whom  I  have  rcfured 
I  MbenU  oStrs,  defcrt  me  V*  S\ich 
Boot  formed  the  magic  fpells  whofe 
U  incantarions  enchrdUed  a  mind, 
d  10  the  deplorable  (late  of  aA- 
I  part  k  abhorred,  and  adopting 

M  it  defpifedi  left  the  votaries  of 
IPD  (hould  fufped  that  he  wanted 
e  to  be  wicked.  ^ 
olborhe  did  not  expofe  his  un* 
reputation  by  appearing  in  thefe 
ol  depravity.  He  contented 
f  with  pointing  out  parties  which 
reated  his  lordfhip  to  avoid,  or 
lentioning  inftances  of  furprifing 

f  luck  at  the  gaming-table  which 
lid  be  folly  in  any  one  to  expeffc. 
tlaimed  againft  Mrs.  Barley's  ia- 
bat  acknowledged  that  ihe  was 
highcft  faflbion  i  that  (he  had  re- 
ft much  larger  fcttlement  than 
he  BOW  folicited  from  Monteith, 
o  5  which 
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which  he  hbped  his  lordfhip  would  h«ve 
refplucion  to  refufe  i  and  yct»  ifoer  dl, 
as  the  ftrong  bias  of. the  paflSons  ieeoi* 
ed  to  point  out  that  fuch  teApbrarf 
engagements  were  congenial  to  our  iia<» 
cures,  their  criminality  muft  wholly  de« 
pcnd  upon  the  circumfcribed,  and  perw 
haps  erroneous^  fyfteciis  of  political  ju*- 
rifprudence.  He  always  concluded  thefe 
powerful  difTuafions  by  urging  the  pe- 
culiiir  ievcricy  of  lady  Monteich's  prin- 
ciplcS}  and  the  confequent  neceflity  of 
concealing  his  mifconduft  from  her. 
He  conjured  him  to  haften  to  Powcrf- 
court ;  and  then  added^  what  he  knew 
would  negative  the  propoial,  ••  How^ 
^*  will  you  fupport  the  tears  and  the  re« 
*'  proofs  of  chat  injured  woman  ?  For  I 
**  fear,  my  friend,  that  in  fpite  of  every 
^^  prudent  precaution,  your  pale  de« 
**  jedled  looks,  embarrafled  manner,  and 
\^  cooftrained  vivacity,  cannot  fail   oC 

««  attraft- 
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racing  her  apprehenfive  obferva* 


I." 


lilc  the  cruel  machinations  of  Ficz^ 
sc  thus  affailed  the  honour  of  Ge- 
e  by  vitiating  the  mind  of  her 
idy  the  diftined  viftim  of  his  worfe 
murderous  defigns  enjoyed  the 
ng  confolation  of  pouring  htr  for* 
ito  the  attentive  ear  of  friendship. 
int  of  the  fcvercr  trials  which  im- 
tely  awaited  her,  the  tranquillity 
al  fcenes,  the  benevolent  fimpli. 
*  her  revered  father,  the  dignified 
ttion  of  Mr.  Evans,  and  the  in- 
rag  fwectncfs  of  the  amiable  Lucy, 

red  to  calm  that  painful  conflift 

undcfcrvcd  calumny  and  difap- 

d  hope  had  excited  in  her  foul. 

rarly  carol  of  the  lark,  the  dying 

f  the    nightingale,  the    kindling 

of  a  fummer's  morning,  the  re- 

frelhncfs  of  the  evening  zephyr, 

o  6  the 
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the  various  delights  which  die  courfcrf 
affords,  and  the  attra£tive  fimplicicy  of 
its  uncontaminatcd  inhabitants,  inf|»red 
lady  Monteith  with  ftrong  indigmtioQ 
againf):  that  faftidious  tafte  which,  while 
it  degrades  the  majeftic  operations  of 
Nature  with  the  cf^thcts  ^  of  ordinaiy 
and  vulgar,  or  pafles  them  with  ftopid 
infcnfibilicy,  purfues  the   celebrity  ac- 
quired by  the  ooflftru&ion  of  a  carriage 
or  the  adjuftmencof  a  robe.     Her  xen- 
fures  againil  this  petty  aaibition  were, 
however,  too  warm  to  be  the  dictates  of 
cool  judgment,  and  evidently  proved, 
that  the  fair  declaimer  bad  been  once 
included  in  the  frivolous  groupe  who 
pay  a  blind  idolatry  to  popular  eftcem. 
Difappointment  infpired  other  notions  s 
and,  guided  by  this  new  impulfe,   (he 
appeared  once  in  her  converfations  with 
Mifs  Evans  to  lean  to  the    dangerous 
doctrines  of  Fitzofborne.  "  When  I  re- 

• '«  flea," 
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•«  flcft/"  faid  (he,  *'  on  the  cvanefccnt 
*^  nature  of  repuucion »  that  it  is  acqui- 
''  red  without  folicitude,  and  loll  without 
*'  guilt;  that itisthefportofcalumny, and 
"  the  battery  from  which  envy  mortally 
"  wounds  the  peace  of  innocence,  I  feel 
**  convinced  that  it  is  beneath  the  at* 
"  tention  of  a  well-governed  mind/' 

The  converfation  had  been  previoufly 
confined  to  the  caprices  of  falhion^  and 
Mifs  Evans  wis  furprized  that  it  (hould 

produce  fuch  a  ferious  conclufion ;  for 
to  this  ^tnu  ne  child  of  Nature  the  eclat 
annexed  to  the  invention  of  a  becoming 

turban,  or  even  the  honour  of  an  innu- 
merable party,  (cemcd  unwonhy  of  a 
moment's  anxiety.  She  therefore  fixed 
her  intelligent  eyes  upon  her  friend,  and 
aCked  her  to  what  fhe  alluded  in  this 
reflcdion  ? 

'•*  My  own  fad  dory,"  fud  Geraldine, 
•*  is  ever  predominant  in    my   mind, 

"  Even 
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«'  Even  while  I  am  enjoying  xkt  dc-* 
^  lights  of  thefc  beloved  peaceful  fceiiesv 
••  I  cannot  for  one  moment  forgf  t  tkkt 
^  I  am  now  a  mark  for  public  ridicule  t 
«*  and  I  am  endeavouring  to  derive' 
**  fome  confolation  from  thofe  lend- 
*•  ments  which  a  gentlemany  a  very 
'  •*  fenfible  man  and  a  friend  of  lord 
<«  Monteith's,  has  frequend>  fuggefted/' 
«*  They  can  only  apply/*  faid  Lucy> 
««  to  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  place  their 
•*  ultimate  hopes  in  the  applaufe  of  the 
«*  world.  They  have  nothing  to  do 
««  with  the  wcH- grounded  mind  y  which, 
•*  while  it  purfues  the  ftcady  path  of 
*'  duty,  is  pleafcd  with  being  encouraged 
*•  on  its  journey  by  the  modeft  voice  of 

"  well  eirncd  praife.  Far  be  it  from 
.  **  me,  my  Gcraldinc,  to  fcek  to  diminifli 
«*  your  confolations.  Innocence  allows 
*•  you  to  poflcfs  a  very  fupcrior  one; 
-*<  and  while  your  life  difproves  accnfa- 

^  tions,. 
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'  tlons,  you  have  no  cauTe  to  be  de^^ 

*  preflcd.     Yet  tht  watchful  fufcepci- 

*  bility  of  female  honour  cannot  hue 
'  feci  every  attack  upon  its  chara£ler; 
'*  and  it  mod  impi'iendy  longs  to  refute 
^  the  cenfures  which  its  purity  abhors. 

*  Lord  Monteith's  friend^  I  luppofe, 
^*  only  made  general  obfervations.    He 

■ 

^  could  not  allude  to  your  particular 
»«  ftory/' 

"  They  were  the  obfervation^  of 
••  Fitzofborne,'*  faid  lady  Montcith 
gravely. 

«'  Of  Fitzofborne  ?'*  interrogated 
Lucy.  **  I  have  heard  you  dcfcribe 
•*  him  as  one  of  the  moll  enlightened, 
••  uncorruptcd,  and  amiable  of  men : 

*  the  pcrfon  too,  refpefting  whom  your 
•'  conduct  is  cenfurcd." 

«^  It  is  exadly  as  you  defcribe.  He 
*•  is  thus  deferving,  and  I  am  fo  ac- 
••  cufcd/' 

«  Does 


€4 
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*^  Does  a  fixed  contempt  for  the  good- 
^  will  of  that  mafs  of  his  fellow*crea« 
tures  which  is  called  the  world,  im- 
ply this  fuperior  merit  ?  The  world« 
•*  I  have  heard  ray  dear  father  often  fay, 
•*  judges  right,  but  from  wrong  prc- 
'<  mifes.  It  is  hafty  and  rafli,  not  di(^ 
^*  paffionate  and  reflecting.  It  kindles 
*^  into  indighaiioh  at  a  fpecious  tale :  it 
^*  loads  a  fiifpeftf  d  charadleV  with  op- 
"  probrium ;  but  however  falfc  its  in- 
V  ference,  however  miftaken  its  judg- 
^<  ment,  its  errors  always  lean  to  the 
•'  fide  of  juftice  and  virtue.  And  I  am 
•'  t1ic  more  inclined  to  pay  a  deference 
•*  to  my  father's  opinion,  becaufe  I  find 
"  his  idea  of  that  aggregate  body  of 
*<  which  I  am  an  individual,  conBrmed 
"  by  my  own  feelings.** 

*^  I  (hall  only  join  the  general  deciiion 
•*  of  the  world,  which  you  To  reverence,** 
replied  the  countels,  ^'  when  I  found  the 

••  pratfes 
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"  praifcs  of  Mr.  Firzofbornc.  To  the 
'*  manners  and  the  exterior  of  the  moft 
•«  finifhed  gentleman,  he  adds  the  in- 
■«  formation  of  the  fcholar  and  the  pro- 
•■  fundity  of  the  philofopher.  Perhaps 
"  his  ardent  love  of  truth  may  urge  him 
*'  to  too  great  a  contempt  f^r  cftablifhed 
**  rules ;  and  you  know,  Lucy^  we  mud 
*<  not  cxpeft  fuperior  minds  to  pay  a 
**  fcnipulous  attention  to  the  little 
'<  pundilios  which  cuftom  exadbs  from 
''  ordinary  chara&ers.  He  is  afluated 
^  by  the  moft  exalted  views,  and  his 
**  life  is  the  nobleft  comment  upon  his 
^  opinions." 

The  limited  obfervation  of  Mifs 
Evans  had  never  difcovered  fuch  a 
being  as  lady  Montcith  defcribcd  ;  and 

Ihc  regarded  the  delineation  of  its  dif* 
tinguifhed  properties  with  fomcwhat  of 
the  lame  kind  of  fcrupiilous  curioficy 
with  which  we  j^rufe  the  dcfcripcion  of 

the 
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the  unicora  and  the  kraken4  oot  abfo- 
'  lutely  denying  that  fuch  things  tnty 
cxift^  but  wifhing  to  ,have  their  realky 
more  tlearly  identified.  Her  wifh  wa» 
foon  gratified^  and  this  hiiman  phoenix 
ivas  introduced  at  Powerfcourc  by  an- 
event  in  w^ch  chance  (the  aKKkrn- 
term  for  Providence)  had  a  (tM3kf 
ihare  than  ^tnfikfy  appeared. 

The  poft  always  arrived  aft  fir 
William's  in  the  afternoon :  and  though 
the  good  baronet  had  nothing  of  (be 
baibaW  in  his  charader>  and  was  by  so 
means  an  adept  in  the  fcience  of  politics; 
he  conftantly  exerdfed  an  unlimited  av-' 
thority  over  the  newfpaper;  the  con* 
tents  of  which  he  regularly  rrcited,  in 
an  audible  voice,  to  the  party  aflfembkd 
roufid  his  hofpirable  board.  The  journal 
,  of  pafling  occurrences  which  found  ad- 
miflion  at  fir  William^,  was  generally 
iincontaminated  by  private  flander^  party 

abufc^ 
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•  fulfome  panegyric,  and  fimply 
arracive  of  tlic  cvencs  of  the  day. 
ted^  however,  that  after  lady 
I  had  fpent  about  four  months 
Lther's,  the  following  paragraph 
nittance : 

rumoured  in  the  polite  circles, 
certain  minifterial  nobleman  in 
rinity  of  P«««««*d  Place,  finds 
nc  attractions  in  the  beautiful 
-larley  to  confole  him  for  his 
difgrace  ;  while  a  fair  inc(»n- 
;  trying,  whether  the  keen  air 

C*********lhire  mountains 
)C  be  beneficial  to  a  confump* 
putation.  It  is  faid,  that  lord 
'***'s  fettleincnts  on  his  new 
ire  uncommonly  iibenil." 
illiam  was   not   verftJ  in  the 

of  initials  and  sft^rifks ;  and 
1  poffcffion  of  the  deciphering 
/hich   a  knowledge    of  polite 

fcandal 
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fcandal  fupplies.    After  two   or  three 
actcmpcs  co  unravel  the  enigmay  he  ^« 
livered  it  to  his  daughter^  with  a.requcft 
that  (he  would  toll  him' what  it  meant. 
A  crimfon  blufh  and  a  dying  palenels 
alternately  took  pofltffion  of  her  face, 
while  (he  perufed  the  paragraph.    After 
coolly  obferyingy  that  it  was  (bme  very 
ill-natured  nonfenfey  (he  complained  of 
faintnefs  from  the  heat  of  the  room,  a 
circumftance  which  her  fituation^  being 
near   her    fourth  cooBnemenr,    might 
render  oppreiBve.  Mifs  Evans's  arm  waa 
ready  to  lead  her  to  her  own  apartmentj 
at  the  door  of  which  (he  intreated  her 
friend  to  leave  her,  and  to  fuperintend 
the  backgammon  party  in  her  room,  as 
ihe  much  feared  (he  (hould  not  be  able 
to  rejoin  them  that  evening. 

No  alarm  was  excited  that  night  by 
this  circumftance.  Sir  William's  com- 
munications had  been  too  confufcd  to 

con- 
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convey. any  explanation  to  his  auditors; 

and  any  future  appeal  to  the  newfpaper 

for  information  was  impofTible)   for  ic 

had    fuddenly  difappearcd    during    the 

buftle   occafioned    by   lady  Monteith's 

ftincnefs.     But  (ince  the  butler  and  the 

*  houfekeeper  were  both  very  great  poli- 

dcianSy  and  vpry  anxious  to  infpcft  the 

oondudt  of  adminiftration,  this  circum- 

fiance  too  frequently  happened  to  bear 

at  this  time  any  myfterious  air. 

Gcraldine*s  indifpofition  wore  next 
morning  a  more  fcrious  afpeft.  Her 
maid  owned,  that  (he  had  been  ex- 
tremely reftlefs  and  agitated  all  night, 
and  her  pulfe  indicated  confiderable 
fever.  Sir  William's  parental  tender- 
nefs  took  alarm.  The  mod  eminent 
medical  aflTiflance  which  the  country  af- 
forded was  called  in,  and  an  expiefs  was 
difpatched  to  town  to  fummon  her 
hufband. 

The 
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The  petrifying  power  of  vice  requires 

time  before    it    ean  render  the   heart 

coaipletely  callous.  Lord  Monceith  had 

AOt  yet  forgot  his  initniuble  Geraldiiie, 

the  mother  of  his  pretty  little  girky  the 

Ibunder  of  James-town,  and  the  benign 

cnchantrefs  whofe  nugic  powers   bad 

converted  the  wild  unfrequented  fhores 

of  Loch  Lomond  into  the  refideoce  .of 

plenty,   elegance,  and  happinefs.     His 

recoiled  ion   of   the   guiltiefs  pleafures 

once  enjoyed  in  her  fociety  aggravated 

his   fears  for   her  fafety ;  nor  could  a 

thoufand  Mrs.  Harleys  detain  him  frotn 

her    bcdfide.      Endeavouring    by    the 

fpeed  of   his  reflurn  to  atone  for  the 

criminality  of  his    abfence,    relays    of 

horfes  were  ordered  upon  the  road,  and 

the  exertions  of  the  poftboys  were  fti- 

iDulated   by  additional  douceurs.     But 

•lord  Monteith  is   not  the  only  furious 

driver  that  has  found   it  impoflible  to 

"-  travel 
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ircl^om  himfclf.  New  to  the  fug- 
ilions  of  remorfc,  yet  unable  to  divert 

pain  of  its  fcorpion-fting  by  the  fal« 
ous  juftificacion  of  comparing  his 
1  condudt  with  that  of  otiier  men  of 
ion,  his  troubled  imagination  con* 
lally  placed  before  his  eyes  the 
ihtflil  image  of  an  amiable  wife  mur- 
ed by  his  vicious  indifference ;  and 

thoughts  were  alternately  occupied 

curfing  his  own  folly,  and  franticly 
Ircfling  Heaven  to  fpare  a  life  which 

now  felt  to  be  in6nicely  dearer  than 
iown. 

Such  a  (icuation  called  for  the  ame« 
^fating  offices  of  fricndlliip,  and  the 
ntinicntal,    difpaffionate     Fitzolborne 

rf  claimed  that  pious  tafk.  To  abate 
c  reader's  indignation  againft  that 
•ntlcman's  condud,  I  muft  affirm, 
at  it  was  afterwards  fatisfaflorily 
ovcd,  that  the  fatal  paragraph  which 
have  quoted  was  not   communicated 

5  ^^ 
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to  the  dewfpaper  editor  in  a  handwru 
ting  that  bore  the  Itdft  refemblance  to 
Edward's.      I    will  alio  own>   that  his 

emotions  during  the  journey  to  PowerC- 
court  were  almoft  as  poignantly  dillrefll 

ing  as  thofe  of  his  fellow-traveller. 
Confcience^  indeed,  was  lefs  vehement  in 
her  accufations,  becaufe  her  *fenfibilit7 
had  by  frequent  reprcflion  been  rendered 
inore  callous.  But  the  probable  difap* 
poimmcnt  of  thofe  plans  of  aggrandife- 
ment  which  he   had  purfued  with    fuch 

wicked  diligence,  haraffcd  his  apprc- 
henfion ;  and  he  regretted,  ihnt  human 
fcience  had  noc  yet  reached  its  fummit 
of  perfection,  by  prefcnting  to  him  the 
immortalizing  elixir  that  would  enable 
him  to  difputc  with  death  for  the  pofief* 
fion  of  the  viftim  whom  he  had  marked 
for  a  far  more  dreadful  deflination. 

END   OF  THE    SECOND  VOLUME. 
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CHAP.  XXXII. 

Dangerous  conceits  are  in  their  natures  poifons^ 
IVhich,  at  the  firft,  are  fcarce  found  to  diibile  « 
But  with  a  little  tSt  upon  the  bloody 
Burn  like  the  mines  of  fulphur. 

Shakspearb* 

The  appearance  of  lord  Montcith, 
when  the  carriage  (lopped  at  Powerf- 
courtj  was  fufficiently  deplorable  to  ex* 
cite  commiferation  even  in  thoie  bofoms 
which  fdr  the  ftrongcft  abhorrence  of 
his  former  conduft.  Pale,  and  trem- 
bling with  apprehenfion,  he  afked  if  his 
lady  were  (lill  alive.  On  receiving  an 
VOL.  in*  B  anfwer 
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anfwcr  in  the  affirciirirc,   he   ficw   to 

hy  apirttrcrt,  nc:  rcficding  upon  the 

ctkSt  which   h:s    fudden  return  might 

hive.  Fitzolborr.e,  pcflcfied  of  a  greater 

comnuod  of  his  own  feelings,  (lopped 

him    at  the  door,  and,  dragging  him 

into   an  adjoining  room,  whifpered    to 

him,  that  prudence  and  coropofurc  were 

highly  necelTary.      "  If  you  fee   lady 

«*  Monteith  in  your  prcfcnt  perturba- 

"  rion  of  fpirits,"  faid  he,  **  you  will 

"  certainly  become  vour  own  accuftr, 

'<  and  perhaps   lay  the  foundation  for 

"  much    future    mifery.      Remember, 

**  poflibly  (he  knows  nothing  of  Mrs. 

*'  Harley*s    affair.       For   (hame,    my 

•'  friend,  how  you  unman  yourfelf  by 

"  thcfc  emotions." 

•'  She  lives,"  faid  Montcith,   lifting 

up  his  eyes,  which,  to  the  extreme  mor- 
tification of  Fitzofborne,  were  fufFu(ed 
with  tears.      *^  If  (he  had  died,  mur- 

"  dcrcd 
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Icrcd  by  my  infidelity,  I  would  not 
^^avc  furvivcd  her.** 
'  Can  you  tell  how  her  illnefs  and 
rour  infidelity  can  poflibly  be  con- 
nefted  ?  If  it  proceeds  form  her 
knowledge  of  your  weaknefs,  you 
have  certainly  caufe  to  dread  feeing 
her.  I  muft  entreat  you,  if  you  re- 
gard your  reputation  as  a  man  of  the 
World,  or  your  authority  as  the  matter 
of  a  family,  do  not  even  let  your  valet 
witnefs  your  diforder. 

He  was  prevented  from  proceeding 
the  appearance  of  fir  William  Pow- 
court,  whofe  benevolent  heart  *  had 
cn  deeply  penetrated  by  a  defcriptioa 
his  fon-in-law's  difirefs,  though  his 
^crnal  pride  had  been  previoufly  fti- 
^lated  to  refent  the  abfence  which 
^n  his  unfufpicious  temper   had  con** 

^red  to  be  a  negle£t  of  his  beloved 

*Ughtcr, 

12  *«  Be 
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*'  Be  coiiipofcd,  my  lord,"  faid  the 
good  baronet,  (baking  him  afiedionaccly 
by  the  hand ;  ^^  my  dear  child  will  do 
^'  well,  don*c  make  yourfclf  fo  unhappy 
«<  —(be  will  be  very  glad  to  (ce  you,  I 
*<  aiTure  you.  She  always  names  you 
^  with  the  greateft  tenderne(s/' 

'<  Dear  injured  ezptllence  1"  fobbed 
Monteith. 

<*  She  never  made  one  complaint  of 
<'  your  (laying  fo  long  in  London," 
continued  fir  William.  "  Sometimest 
•'  indeed,  (be  faid.  The  houfe  (its  late 
«*  thcfe  turbulent  times.  Then,  after 
<*  parliament  broke  up,  you  had  (bmc 
'«  bufinefs  to  get  through  to  (crve  a 
**  friend.  The  phyficians  give  us  great 
"  hope  of  her  to-day ;  and  when  you 
"  are  a  little  more  compofjd,  I  will  let 
"  her  know  that  you  arc  come.  De- 
«*  pend  upon  it,  there  will  be  no  re- 
"  proachcs." 

"  Re- 
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"  Reproaches,"  reiterated  Monteitb, 
liis  eyes  fparkling  with  iadignacion; 
'•  I  cannot  bear  reproaches.  Thofc  of 
(f  my  own  heart  are  fufficiently  excru- 
*  dating.  I  won't  fee  her.  Order  my 
«•  horfes/' 

Fitzofborne>  who  had  watched  every 
exprcflion  with  ferpent  wilinefs,  here 
Dbferved  to  fir  William^  that  travelling 
poft  with  no  reft,  and  fcarcety  any  re* 
frcfliment,  had  greatly  deranged  his 
friend's  mind.  '*  And  I  am  fearful/' 
laid  he>  *'  of  fome  bad  effc6ls  from  the 
«  indifcretion  of  a  fervant,  who  hurried 
^  into  lady  Monteith's  apartment  to 
**  announce  the  earl's  arrival." 

No  other  hint  was  necellary  to  re- 
move fir  William  ;  while  Monteith,  with 
clenched  fid,  traverfed  the  room  in  an 
agony  which  increaled  every  moment. 

«<  Am  I  expeftcd  to  beg  pardon  ?'' 
cxchiroed  he  to  Fitzofborne. 

13  ««  If 
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<<  If  you  go  on  accufiiig  yourtclf,  and 
yielding  to  thefe  excravagancicSj  you 
invite  impertinence,  and  muft  expcft 
*'  mortificacion*  Lady  Monteich  muft 
**  be  deftitute  of  che  ruling  paflion  of 
*'  her  fex,  if  (he  does  not  make  you 
^^  feel  that  (he  knows  her  power  over 
**  you.  Remorfe>  my  lord^  like  religion^ 
^<  is  certainly  a  bufinefs  between  -z  man 
**  and  his  own  heart ;  yetj  poffibly^  as  fir 
**  William  ie&urcs  you  upon  one  head, 
*^  Mr.  Evans  may  think  it  right  to  treat 
'<  you  with  a  little  clerical  freedom  upon 
«'  the  other.'' 

<*  It  is  all  known  then^"  faid  Mon- 
teith,  throwing  himfelf  upon  a  fofa; 
^'  and  I  am  to  be  (tared  at  by  country 
<^  boors  as  a  reprobate  and  a  liber* 
*«  tine." 

*^  Nothing  is  knownj  or  can  be 
'^  known,  if  you  aft  with  common  pro- 
*•  priety.     Sir  William   only  talks  of 

«  your 
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*  yodr  (laying  in  town,  and  attending 
^*  parliamentary  bufincfs,  when  you 
"  ought  to  have  beeii  nurling  your 
'•  wife  in'  the  country.  Come,  come, 
>'  Monteith,  gb  and  a(k  her  how  (he 
^*  does,  without  entirely  abandoning  all 
^*  len(e  of  dignity.  But  that  I  fcorn  to 
'*  probe  a  penetrated  heart,  I  could  re- 
^*  mind  you,  that  attention  to  my  former 
"  counfcli  would  have  prevented  your 
"  prefenc  pangs." 

Lord  Monteith  fighed,  and  made 
snbtber  effort  to  vifit  his  countcfs.  The 
high  tone  of  ecftacy  to  which  his  feel- 
ings bad  been  elevated  on  firft  hearing 
of  her  fafcty,  was  now  confiderably 
lowered  i  and  he  almod  wifhed  that 
the  fcparating  didance  which  he  had  fo 
rapidly  pa(red  were  ftill  between  them, 
to  proteifl  him  from  the  foul-harrowing 
fight  of  an  injured,  yet  ftill  beloved 
objeft.    «  If,''  faid  he  to  himfclf,  *'  (he 

B  4  <<  utters 
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V  Utters,  one  fcvere  expreflioo ;  tf  tbit 
J«  looks  at  me  with  lefs  tcnderoelst.  my 
.  ^  if  (he  do  but  even  betray  a  knowledge 
*«  of  my  folly,  I  am  loft.*' 

His   apprehenQonS)    howevcTt  wpre 
groundlefs.  Geraldinc  received  him  with 
that  fmile  of  inefiable  fwcetoeis  which 
generaUy  irradiated   her   cotmieiiiiice. 
It  was»  indeed^  no  longer  pkqrfUlf  tmi- 
mated ;  but  its  penfive  languor  coovtf  • 
ed  even  to  his  alarmed  attention  die 
idea  of  bodily  fufFering»  rather  than  of 
mental  anguifli.     After  thanking  him 
for  the  folicitude  he  had  ezprefled^  and 
whichj  ihe  (aid,  her  dear  (ather  had 
pathetically  defcribed,  (be  congratulated 
him  upon   the   birth  of  a    Ibn^    whjo 
though   prematurely   hurried    into   the 
world  by   her  indifpo(idon,  (here  (he 
flifled  a  fight)  was  yet,  (he  was  happy  to 
fiotdf  likely  to  live. 

When 


M  TALS  OF  tHB  TIMES.  C' 

When  Providence  gratifies  the  cla* 
morous  wilhes  of  us  Ihort-fighted  moN 
cilsj  it  muft  not  only  give  us  the  good 
that  we  afk^  but  it  muft  al(b  adapt  the 
time  of  its  bounty  to  the  moment  of 
our  deHres.  Eight  months  ago  lord 
Monteith  thought  nothing  but  a  fon 
wanting  to  gratify  all  his  wilhes.  He 
now  darted  with  deep  remorfe  and  dif- 
may  at  the  birth  of  a  being>  who  feem- 
ed  to  ru(h  into  exiftence  to  reproach 
him  for  having  wafted  the  fair  poftef- 
fions  to  which .  his  anceftors  had  left 
him  heir>  in  the  frenzy  of  the  gaming- 
table  and  the  haunts  of  difljpation.  The 
coo  fufceptible  countefs-read  in  his  em- 
barraflcd  manner  a  refutation  of  all  the 

hopes  which  a  defcripcion  of  his  lively 
emotions  on  his  return  had  infpired. 
She  could  no  longer  flatter  herfelf  with 
the  idea  that  envy  and  falfehood  had  &- 
bricated  the  paragraph  fo  fatal  to  her 

1 5  peaccj* 
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peace^  and  nearly  fo  to  her  life.  She 
covered  her  beautiful  &ce,  pale  as  thie 
pillow  on  which  ic  refted,  and»  (bbbing 
out  an  apology  for  an  hyfterical  weak- 
neis  which  would  not  permit  her  to. 
fuppbrt  the  fight  fhc  had  fo  eameftljr 
defired^  (he  entreated  to  be  left  alone. 
T6  recruit  her  enfeebled  fpirits  was  the 
plea  that  fhe  urged ;  but  her  real  defign 
was  to  lament  unobferved  the  peculiar 
hardfhips  of  her  prefent  face. 

The  obfervations  (he  had  made  upon 
her  lord's  charader  had  hitherto  dif- 
clofed  much  inconfiftency,  wcaknefs> 
and  imperfeftion ;    but    fhe   had  ever 

b^en  confoled  by  the  convidionj  that 
his  heart  retained  many  traits  of  native 
goodnefs,  and  that  his  ftormy  paflions, 
even  in  their  wildeft  uproar,  confefled 
the  power  of  her  gentle  influence.  Her 
delicacy  fhrunk  at  the  thought  of 
dividing  his   affedtions    with    a    venal 

wanton  5 
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wanton ;  and  the  rcAicude  of  her  prin- 
ciples infpired  the  livelieft  concern, 
when  Ihe  rccoUeded  the  guile  which 
her  ftill-beloved  lord  incurred  by 
purfuing  an  illicit  attachmentr  Weak 
in  body ;  enfeebled  in  mind ;  reduced 
by  fufferings,  and  difappoinced  in  her 
deareft  hopes;  her  pride  wounded  in 
its  moft  fufceptible  part ;  flighted  by  him 
whom  fhe  moft  wifhed  to  pleafe;  and 
traduced  by  that  world  whofe  applaufe 
file  had  fo  feduloufly  courted ;  what  was 
there  to  bind  lady  Monteith  to  life? 
Surely  I  might  now  call  in  Arria's  dag- 
ger, Portia's  firebrand,  or  fome  more 
faflitonable  quietus,  wiih  every  good  cf- 
fcft.  But  my  Heroine  was  a  mother  ; 
and  though  man,  poffcflcd  of  firmer 
nerves  and  a  colder  heart,  is  ofcen  un- 
juft  to  female  merit,  and  falfely  fuppofcs 
that  name  to  be  fynonymous  with  weak 
fufceptibility,    maternal   feelings    have 

B  &  frequently 
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frequentiy  infpired  fuch  loog-fiificriiig» 
quiet  fortitude  as  would  add  luftre  to  the 
annakofa  martyr.  ^ 

Four  innocent  helplefi  creatures^  wlio       ^ 
derived  their  exiftence  from  her,  taught 
Geraldine  that  Ihe  had  more  to  do  than 
to  lie  down  and  die.    In  proportion  to 
die  hazard  of  their  being  deprived  of 
paternal  tendernefs  .^nd  pi?oOiAion»  the  jr      . } 
poflefled    ftronger    claims  upon    their*'  ^cf^^ 
mother's  heart,  and  urged  her  to  ex^rt 
every  faculty  to  prefervc  cheir^  morals^ 
thek  fortune^  and  their  happitietsi  Hope 
revived  with  the  dctermioatictB  of  dif* 
'charging  theie  folemn  duties^  an^  whil^ 
'ptttd,  that    patienccj   gentlen^fsy  and 
tihdeyiating  reditude  of  condud^  fome* 
times^  produce  a  further  reward^  over 
.and  above  the  ctrtain  eulogy  of  ap- 
i^\  firoving  confcience.    A  reclaimed.  hu£> 
%iand  has  been  reftoreid  to  virtue  by  the 
mild  allurements  of  a  blamekft  wife? 

and 
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.joyful  mother  has  had  the  glory  of 
ig  back  a  repentant  father  to  his 
loned  children.  ''  Be  fuch  my  lot !" 
the  countefs.  *<  How  poor  is  all 
ler  praife !  How  contemptible  every 
lerpurfuit!" 

befe  refolutions,  though  formed  in 
fccure  privacy  of  a  fickP'chamber^ 
it  have  rcHfted  common  tempta* 
;  and  lord  Monteith,  if  left  to  his 
natural  charaflcrj  would  have 
:ed  his  penicence  for  his  pad  faults 
I  more  attentive  tendernefsi  but 
diborne  knew  too  well  thp  ad  van- 
\  of  difunion  to  permit  the  wounds 
h  he  had  infli£ted  on  the  conjugal 
icy  of  the  Monteiths  to  be  tho- 
,hly  healed.  His  influence  over  his 
(hip's  mind  was  as  unbounded  as 
w^  duplicity,  and  craft  can  acquire 
*  a  weak,  open,  unrefledling  cha- 
(r.    It  bad  been  interrupted  by  the 

(trong 
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firong  alarm  wihich  lady.  MontrittiV 
danger  excited ;  but  as  the  rcturaing 
health  of  the  charming  countefs  relieved 
all  anxiety  for  her  fafetyj  her  hulbuid 
grew  weary  of  the  trouble  of  thinking 
for  himfelG  and^  voluntarily  furrehdering 
the  intellectual  liberty  of  which  he  wa» 
fo  teoaciousj  permitted  his  falfe  friend 
again  *^  withdevilifh  art^"  to  *^  reach  the 
organs  of  his  fancy,** 

The  mod  accurate  judges  of  human 
nature  have  obfcrvcd,  that  we  feldom 
forgive  thofc  whom  we  have  injured  > 
and 'though  the  word  forgivene/s  may 
be  here  mtfplaced,  it  is  certain^  that 
the  pride  of  human  nature,  fond  of 
juftifying  itfelfj  always  endeavours  to 
find  an  excufe  for  its  owa  mifconduft 
in  the  behaviour  of  thofc  who  are  fuf* 
ferers  from  its  faults.  Almoft  per* 
fuaded  that  his  infidelity  and  extrava- 
gance  had  efcaped  difcovery,  lord  Mon- 

teidv 
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h  wifhed  to  filence  the  pain  of  felf- 
ufation  by  cxcufes  better  calculated 
Rifle  remorfe  than  the  poor  apology 
ich  the  more  enormous  guilt  of  others 
plies.  While  his  imagination  conti- 
!d  to  unite  the  ideas  of  Geraldine 
1  perfeflion,  the  behaviour  of  his 
cc  the  duke  or  the  mod  noble 
rquis  to  their  refpeftive  ladies  afford- 
no    extenuation  of   his   own  folly. 

C  when  his  jaundiced  eye  began  to 
nk  her  mirth  levity,  and  her  gravity 
Icnnefs,  the  load  of  his  own  guile 
A  at  once  removed.  Though  the 
ouon  of  the  world  ftill  prcfcribcs 
rbearance  and  decorum  to  the  wife, 
iUqws  the  hufband  to  recriminate, 
id  a  defeA  in  temper  on  the  part  of 
t  lady  is  a  received  excufe  for  the 
ices  of  the  gentleman : — a  cruel  and 
"Boft  conclufion,  yet  recommended  by 
>  univcrfal    prevalence  to  the    mod 

7  fcrious 
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ferious  confideration  of  the  inftnidors  of 
female  youth. 

Fitzofborne  increaied  all  Monteith's 
extravagance   by  &inc  praife,  a£R;ded 
filence,  or  ftifled  obfenratioac.     But  his 
chief  attention  was  now  direfted  to  the 
countefs..     Her  forced  gaiety  and  fit^ 
quent   abfence    of  mind   plainly    told 
him,  that  the  newfpaper  paragraph  had 
done  its  office,  and  he  not  unfuccefifully 
endeavoured  to  communicate  to  her  his 
knowledge    of   her    fituation,  and    hfs 
commiferation  for  her  fufferings.  Every 
inftance  of  her  lord's  neglcft  or  inat- 
tention was  rendered  more  excruciating 
to  Geraldine  by  Fitzofborne's  watching 
her  countenance,  or  marking  Monteith's 
behaviour  by  fome  flight  (ign  Of  dilplea^ 
fiire.     In  his  converfations  with  her,  he 
frequently  introduced  fubjedls  which  he 
knew  mufl:  harrow  up  her  fouL  Revert* 
ing  again  to  his  favourite  mazim^  that 

"  the 
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*  the  confcious  mind  is  its  own  awful 
¥orld/'  he  cooimcnccd  on  the  pre- 
cat  perverted  date  of  fociety,  in  which 
Dcric  generally  mourns  in  fi]ence>  from 
he  injuilice  or  mifconception  of  others. 
rhc  omnipotence  of  beauty,  when 
BDited  with  its  rare  aflbciates^  fenfibility 
ind  intelligence,  was  another  favourite 
theme.  He  ridiculed  the  illiberality  of 
uocxing  an  idea  of  guilt  to  the  allow- 
ibk  admiration  of  what  is  ''  perfefb, 
Sur,  and  good."  And  he  continually 
iffirmed,  that  minds  of  a  fuperior  damp 
>ughc  to  (hape  their  conduct  by  their 
iwn  intuitive  fenfe  of  decorum,  and  not 
yj  the  rules  intended  for  more  grovel- 
ling capacities.  He  condemned  the  in- 
Icltcacy  and  want  of  tafte  of  many  men 
y{  fklhion  with  warmth  bordering  on 
bretity^  for  deferting  the  fociety  of  wo- 
Den  of  refinement  and  information, 
and  forming  grofs  attachments,  in  which 

intelleft 
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ffitell^ft  could  have  no  Khare.  Bot  tfite 
only  remedy  which  he  could  devife  for 
this  evil  was,  he  faid,  to  relax;  iofiead 
of  bracing,  the  fe  verity  of  our  fyftem 
of  divorce;  and  he  freqwntly  con* 
eluded  with  expatiating  upon  the  folly 
of   legiflators,   in    iKot  accommodadng 

their  inftitutions  to  the  varying  hu- 
mours of  the  people  w|iom  they  nieafk 
to  control*  To  fomc  of  thefo  fuggcf- 
tions  lady  Monteith's  mind  gave  aii  no- 
qualified  aiTenr.  She  doubted  the  ten- 
dency of  others  j  but  they  were  fo  dif- 
guifed  in  the  veil  of  fuperior  zeal  for 
the  improvement  and  happinefs  of  the 
world,  and  fo  fwcctencd  by  the  adroit 
mixture  of  oblique  flattery,  that  (he 
fccmed  rather  willing  to  blame  the  li- 
mited powers  of  her  own  underftanding, 
than  toqueftion  the  infallibility  of  Fitz- 
ofbornc's  all-fapicnt  mind.  Sir  Wil- 
liam,  who    was    fomt limes    prefent   at 

thefc 
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thefc  orations,  was  at  firft  extremely 
puzzled  to  know  what  the  gentleman 
meant ;  but  when  he  found  that  fome* 
thing  was  wrong  in  that  palladium  of 
juftice  which  he  had  ever  been  accuf- 
torned  to  venerate,  the  Britifh  Conftitu- 
tton>  and  heard  the  propofed  improve* 
mcDtj  bis  full  conviction  of  his  own 
incapacity  for  fupporting  an  argument 
could  fcarccly  prevent  him  from  telling 
the  decUimer,   that   the  remedy  was 

woffc  than  the  difeafe* 

Ficzoiborne's  contempt  for  the  difpofi- 
cion   and  abilities  of  fir  William   be- 
trayed him  into  an  indifcrecion  which 
his  mafterly  addrefs  could  fcarcely  re- 
pair.    From  his  firft  arrival  at  Powcrf- 
court  he  had  fludied  the  charadlers  of 
the    Evans's   with   jealous    difcrimina- 
tion ;  and  as  their  talents  and  manners 
were  alike  undifguifcd,  he  foon  found, 
that  they  would  prove  moft  formidable 
^  opponents 
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opponents  to  his  iniquitous  defigns.  Hb 
was,  therefore,  peculiarly  carefiiLto  coor 
ceal  from  them  thofe  neftuious  priod^ 

• 

pies  which  he  fancied  be  hadfoffideodjr 
enveloped  to  efcap^  the  confufed  ap^ 
prehenfion  of  the  good  baronet;  He 
was^  however,  completely  miftakeiw 
Sir  William's  ruminamns  onEdwaJ^s 
aflerdoos  difcovered  coofequdbtt*  ir^  di 
were  atfirft  unperceived  i  and;  Ins  o»> 
eafinefs  increafing,  he  determined  to  dil- 
dofe  it  to  his  good  friend  the  re&or^ 
with  a  hope  of  being  re-afliired  by  his 
fuperior  learning. 

At  the  conclufion  of  an  unfucceisful 
rubber  at  backgammon,  by  way  of  apo- 
logy for  bad  play,  he  frankly  owned, 
that  he  had  been  thinking  of  fometbing 
-elfe  all  the  time.  *^  It  is  ceruinly  vciy 
*'  wiong  in  me,"  laid  he,  **  but  I 
^^  almoft  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what 
^'  Solomon  tells  us,  that  there  is  oof. 

"  thing 
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.  ••  thing  new  under  the  fun."*  He  then  re- 
r|  jieated  Fitzolborne's  theory^  and  added, 
'"**  Is  ic  not  a  new  way  of  punifhing  a 
r  ^  man  for  ufing  one  wife  ill^  by  giving 
;   •*  him  leave  to  marry  another  ?** 
::  '    14any  years  had  clapfcd  fince  Mr. 
i  ctans's  knowledge  of  the  great  world 
I  had  been  folely  derived  from  the  limited 
infbrmation  of  books  and  newfpapers. 
The  daihlng  fpirits  with  whom  he  had 
been  formerly  acquainted  fought  cele- 
brity by  high  phaetons,  Pomona- green 
coats,  and  Arcois  buckles ;  and  feldom 
ventured  upon  more  profound  difquifi* 
tions  than  what  were  necelTary  to  de- 
termine the  height  which  the  younger 
Yeftris  could  jump^  or  the  diftance  that 
Eclipfe  could  gain  on  a  dray-horfe  in 
a  courfe  of  five  minutes.     The  elegant 
tutor  was  now  changed  into  the  rural 
divine,  and  in  common  with  all  lovers 
of  litcracpre,  he  rejoiced  to  hear,  that 

the 
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the  frivolity  of  fafhionable  manners  was 
yielding  to  a  (pint  of  deep  refearch 
and  difcrirainating  curiofity.  Siippofing 
that  Philofophy  Jiill  retained  her  c^ 
rafter  of  being  the  handmaid  of  Trucht 
he  felt  inclined  to  pardon  a  few  t:U0f^ 
vagancks  in  her  admirers  $  and,  be- 
lieving the  fountain  pure,  he  repeated 
the  popular  couplet : 

■ 

A  little  draught  intoxicates  the  brain» 
But  drinking  largely  (bbers  us  again. 

Neither  the  general  philanthropy  of 
Mr.  Evans's  charade rj  nor  the  prepof- 
fefTing  impreflions  which  lady  Mon- 
teith's  warm  encomiums  on  Fitzofborne 
had  made  upon  his  mind^  could  induce 
him  to  give  a  favourable  interpretation 
to  a  prepofition  that  threatened  to  fever 
the  grand  link  which  unites  correft 
morals  and  Ibcial  happinefs.  His  can- 
dour could  only  point  to  otK  condu* 

fiOHj 


A  TALE  OF  THE  TIMES.  IJ 

fion,  which  was>  that  the  natural  im- 
becility of  his  revered  patron's  under- 
ftanding  increafed  with  his  years^  and 
that  the  conciuHon  he  had  drawn  from 
the  arguments  which  Edward  had  uled, 
was  dirc&ly  contrary  to  what  the  orator 
iaiendcd. 

The  anfwer  which  he  returned  to  fir 
William  was  of  a    temporizing  kind. 
Butj  after  revolving  the  converfation  in 
his  own  mind,  he  determined  to  apply 
to  that  confidant  to  whom  fince  de- 
prived of  a  (till  dearer  friend,  he  had 
been  accuftomed  to  intruft  all  his  per- 
plexities.    He  was  concerned  to  find 
that  Lucy's  opinion  of  Mr.  Fitzofborne 
was  not  in  unifon  with  the  fentiments 
of  the  countefs.      She    exprefied  her 
diOike  of  the  myfterious  air  which  he 
generally  afFededi  and  obferved,  that 
Gcraldine,   who  knew  his  difpoficion 
thoroughly  J  apologized  for  the  eccen- 
tricity 

f 


^      ^^  \a%  fendmnics  by 

^fi  jfarign     educanon,     and 

-  ^  ^  file  knew  he  p3ircflcd 

^«^^!^riin  the  world,   **  Perhaps  he 

<*j'r'' continued  Mifs  Evans  j  **  but 

*  yf^  "ho  wi(h  well  to  any  caufe 

^0oai  attempt  to  break  down  the 

^  ^«rks    that    defend    it."      Her 

^^flicd  'fiither  eagerly  inquired*  if  Oie 

jg^ded  any  thing  deiftical  in  his  prin- 

cipies. 

**  Thank  God,"  returned  Lucy, 
**  none  of  iiiy  acquaintance  are  deills  j 
**  therefore  I  do  not  know  in  what  man- 
«  ner  they  would  ad.  But  furely,  my 
**  dear  fir,  when  religious  truths  are 
"  in)pre0ed  deeply  upon  a  cultivated 
"  mind,  they  mult  give  a  tindure  to 
"  our  ordinary  conTCrfation.  Subjeds 
« which  we  efieem  facred  arc  not 
"draped  into. table- talk  controverfy ; 
**  and  the  narratives  of  holy  writ  are 
"  not 
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<^  not  degraded  by  being  drawn  into 
*'  a  ludicrous  parallel  with  the  light 
<'  events  of  the  paflfing  moment.  But 
■'  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  I  may  be 
•*  more  feverc  from  being  Icfs  accuf- 
*■  tomed  to  the  freedom  of  fafhionable 
•*  manners;  for  I  obfcrve  my  Geral- 
"  dine,  who  poffeffes  the  piety  and  the 
''  purity  of  an  angelj  is  not  (hocked  at 
^«  this  fpecies  of  levity." 

•*  Does  not  Mr.  Fitzofborne  appear 
"  to  (hew  a  very  marked  admiration  of 
«'  the  counters  ?*'  inquired  Mr.  Evans. 

"  Every  body  mult  admire  her,"  re- 
turned Lucy,  evading  a  dircft  reply :  *^  I 
••  do  not  mean  merely  on  account  of 
•*  her  perfonal  charms,  though  (he  is 
•*  now  lovelier  than  ever,  but  for  her 
"  patient  fweetncfs  and  her  dignified 
"  relignation." 

**  When  you  ufe  the  term  refigna- 

"  tion,    my    dear/'     interrupted    Mr. 

VOL.  iif,  c  Evans, 
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Evans^  *'  you  (hould  coofine  it  to  fe- 
verer  trials  than   thofe  which  your 
enchanting  friend  hzi  yet  been  called 
upon  to  endure*      Though  we  have 
''  often  lamented  the  capricious  inac- 
*'  tcntion  of  her  lord's  behaviour,  it  is 
<*  only  one  of  thofe  lefler  conflids»  by 
**  which  Providence  mercifully  prepares 
^*  us  for  the  more  excruciating  firug. 
^^  gles  that  we  mud:  all  fuftain  before 
*'  we   are  hberated   from    this   world. 
'«  You  know  whofe  (entimencs  I  now 
*'  repeat.    The  harmonious  voice  which 
"  once  gave  them  utterance   is  filent ; 
*«  yet  the  will  of  Heaven  calls  for  chcer- 
"  ful  acquiefcence,  and  I  obey." 

Unwilling  to  deprefs  her  father  at 
that  moment,  by  repeating  obfervations 
which  might  probably  be  merely  the 
creatures  of  her  own  fancy.  Mils  Evans 
dropped  a  tear  to  her  mother's  memory^ 
and  was  filent. 
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CHAP.  XXXIII. 

'Mark  you  this,  Baflanio  i 
lie  Def  il  can  cite  fcripture  for  his  puqiofe : 
n  evil  fouly  producing  holy  wimefty 
lik^  a  villain  with  a  fmiling  cheek  { 
t  what  a  goodly  outfide  fali'ehood  hath ! 

Shakspearb* 

i«  Evans  was    not   one    of    thofc 
ne    paftors    ^ho,     concenred    with 
r   own   fccurity,    forbear    to   warn 
T  flock  of  the   infidious  approaches 
the  wolf.     His  daughter's    obferva- 
IS  determined  him  to  watch  Fitzof- 
•nc  with  fcrupulous  attention  :  and  if 
r    thing     fliould     happen    ro    con- 
n  his  doubts,  tlie  hazard  of  being 
nfured   for   impertinent    interference 
3ukl    not  deter  him  from  dating   to 
dy  Monteith  the  danger  of  an  inti- 

c  2  niacy 
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macy  with  a  man  whofc  pnflions  were 
not  fubjcftcd  by  the  rcftraints  which  re- 
ligion impofcs. 

Edward  fccmcd  rather  to  folicit  than 
to  (hun  this  fcrutiny.  Some  cafual 
cxprcflions  from  fir  William,  and  the 
turn  which  Mr.  Evans  generally  gave 
to  the  convcrfation,  convinced  him,  that 
his  zeal  to  make  profelytes  had  thrown 
him  ofF  his  guard,  and  that,  in  order  to 
iccurc  one  convert,  he  muft  allay  the 
fufpicions  which  a  dcfire  to  gain  many 
admirers  had  excited.  He  faw  in  Mr. 
Evans  a  man  poflefled  of  a  fincere,  zea- 
lous, well-informed  mind,  occafionaUy 
the  dupe  of  its  own  excellence,  fome- 
what  hafty  in  its  conclufions,  and  dif- 
pofed  to  receive  a  few  ftrong  czpreflions 
as  a  fair  definition  of  charaftcr:  to 
which  was  added,  a  confidence  in  its 
own  attainments,  not  unfrcqucnt  in  an 
educated    perfon  long  eftranged  from 

the 
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the  invigorating  collilion  of  congenial 
(bciety.  Edward  adapted  his  beh.iviour 
to  the  rules  which  this  dilcovery  pointed 
out»  and  he  feized  the  opportunity 
which  Mr.  Evans  had  given,  by  Icrad- 
ing  the  convcrfacion  to  the  finitenefs  of 
human  comprehenlionj  to  make  what 
appeared  like  a  candid  difclofure  of  his 
lentiments. 

**  I  perceive,  fir,*'  faid   he,  '^  that 

•*  you  arc  anxious  to  difcover  my  opi- 

*'  nions;   and    indead   of  blaming,   I 

"  highly  admire  the  integrity  of  mind 

"  which  fuch  curiofity  evinces.    I  will 

"  own,  that  during  my  rcfidence  upon 

"  the  Continent  1  was  fomewhat  tinc- 

••  turcd  with  the  fcepticifm  fo  prevalent 

"  there:  and   I  will   confefs  too,   that 

"  the  converfation  of  the  higher  circles 

"  in  my  own  country,  and  above   all 

**  the  manners  of  many  of  the  clergy, 

••  have    not    tended    to    remove    my 

c  3  *'  doubts. 
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*^  -doubts.     While  the  churcK  appears 

*'  to  be  more  afliduous  to  defend  its 

• 

**  emoliunents,  than  to  promote  the 
**  fal^cign  of  its  members>  no  wonder 
'<  if  we  rejeft  its  meagre  doftrines. 
^*  The  charader  of  the  gentleman  and 
^<  the  divine  are  not  often  feen  in 
*<  unifon.  If  I  had  early  pdflefledthe 
*'  opportunity  of  contemplating  the 
"  happy  mixture,  religion  would  have 
"  appeared  to  me  more  attraftive  from 
«*  the  rcflcftcd  beauty  of  its  miniftcrs ; 
^*  but,  inftead  of  lamtntiog  what  is  paft» 
•^  kt  me,  by  propitiating  your  candour^ 
<f  improve  my  prefent  happy  acquaint- 
<«  ance.** 

"  Religion,"  faid  Mr.  Evans,  re* 
turning  Fitzofborne's  bow,  *'  cannot 
"  really  fuffcr  by  the  mifconduft  of  its 
"  officials  in  the  opinion  of  any  well 
«?  difpofcd,  confideracc  mind.  Our  at- 
«^  tendance  at  ihc  altar  docs  not  remove 

"    OS 
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'<  US  from  human  tcmptacions;  and 
^'  with  rcfpcifl  to  the  fault  to  which 
!<  you  allude,  a  too  great  pcrrcinacity 
'*  rcfpeAing  our  temporal  rightSj  can- 

'«  dour  will .  remember  that  our  pof- 
>'*  Icffions  are  not  hereditary*  Mod  of 
"-us  have  united  ourfelves  to  fociety 
'«"by  the  ftrong  ties  of  hufband  and 
"•fitther;  and  the  ftudy  of  thofc  divine 
"■  precepts  which  were  meant  to  enlarge 
"  the  focial  afFcctions  may^  by  the  in* 
*<•  firmtty  of  human  naturei  which  mixes 
••error  with  our  '  faireft  aims,'  fome- 
**  times  extend  to  a  culpable  folicituae 
**  (or  the  fortunes  of  thofe  dear  con  nee* 
"  tion9.  and  abate  t\\a  reliance  which  a 
•*  Chriftian  ought  to  place  in  the  direc- 
**'  tion  and  fupport  of  the  friend  of  the 
««  firiendlefs." 

k 

"  I  admit  that  your  apology  has 
•'  weight,"  refumed  Fitzofborne  ;  "  but 
••  what  will  you  fay  of  that  avidity  for 

C4  «  field 
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*<  field  fporrs  and  love  of  diQipation 
«*  v?hich  fo    ftrongly  charafterize    the 
<'  divines  of  tliis  age^  and  which  you^  . 
«*  fir,    condemn    by.  your   own    ex* 
*«  ample  ?•• 

'*  I  blame  every  particular  inftance/' 
replied  Mr  Evans^  **  without  admit* 
^'  ting  the  cenfure  to  be  determinaite 
«'  againft  the  whole  order.  Wc  are 
'*  marked  by  our  habits  from  the  reft 
^'  of  fociecy  ;  and  the  ^  fox-hunting 
*'  parfon,'  or  the  infignificant  *  Bob 
"Jerome/  is  pointed  out  to  ^atire^ 
while  the  pale  ftudent>  who  confumes 
his  health  over  the  midnight  lamp  in 
*'  the  moft  important  refearches,  or 
*'  the  laborious  inftruftor  of  his  village 
"flock,  are  prevented  by  their  obfcu- 
"  rity  from  counterpoizing  the  weight 
"  of  public  odium  by  their  ufcful  un* 
•*  obtrufivc  virtues  :  but,  granting  the 
^'  general  concludl  of  the  clergy  to  be 

«  as 
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^  as  bad  as  their  flanderers  intimate^ 
**  the  fcrvice  to  which  we  are  Cbnfe*- 
^  crated  partakes  not  of  our  depra- 
«•  vity/' 

**  Perhaps  not  in  minds  endued  with 
•*  ftrong  powers  of  rcfleftion/'  return- 
ed Firzofborne :  ^'  but  as  the  chrifVian 
•*  fyflem  feems  beft  adapted  for  the 
•*  lower  orders  of  focicty,  it  is  much 
"  to  be  lamented^  that  any  thing  (hould 
••  impede  its  progrefs  where  it  has 
•*  the  beft  chance  of  fucccfs.     Perhaps 

^  the  rules  by  which  I  would  eftimate 

^  die  conduct  of  its  minifters  arc  too 

*'  ftrid>  and  though>    unhappily,    my 

**  own  principles  have  inclined  to  dcifin^ 

**  I  have   candour  enough    to  regret^ 

**  that  while  law  and  phyfic  are  per- 

^  mitted  to  efcape  uncontaminated  by 

••  the  knavery  of  pettifoggers  or  the  ig- 

"  norance   of  empirics,    divinity   im- 

**  pofcs   perfcftion   upon   its  ftudents. 

c  5  "  But 
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*<  But  our  convericdon  is  fikelf  fb  be 
<<  interrupted.  Permit  m^  to  jfky,  diac 
'^  I  fb^U  renew  it  with  pTeafore.  I  am 
*<  a  novice  at  compliment,  and  Ihall 
^'  therefore  only  obferve  in  ibf  ibrupc 
^'  manner^  that  if  the  calife  700  fbp- 
'^  port  were  always  as  ably  defended 
*'  both  in  the  pulpit  and  in  ibciety,  in- 
**  fidelity  would  be  deprived  of  one  of 
**  its  moft  powerful  weapons/* 

Every  one  has  his  weak  fide,  'ithough 
the  cup  of  undifguifed  flattery  would 
have  been  rcjcftcd  with  difdain,  yet 
when  tempered  by  apparent  moderation^ 
and  a  wi(h  for  convifUon^  it  became 
tolerably  palatable.  Mr.  £vans>  in- 
deed>  ftill  felt  the  propriety  of  hinting 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  Fitzofborhe's 
principles  to  lady  Monteith  i  but  he 
thought  it  juft  to  qualify  his  Cenfures 
with  many  expreflions  of  refpeft  for 
his  charafter^ ,  and  admiration  of  *  his 

abilities. 
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abilities.  *^  I  grieve  for  his  perverted 
^  talents/ -  faid  he  j  «*  and  yet  they 
**  encourage  me  to  hope>  that  the 
'  f*  happy  time  will  come,  when  they 
^  will  be  the  inflruments  of  reftoring 
'<  him  to  a  comfortable  (late  of  mind. 
^  Many  people  are  driven  into  inBde- 
"  lily  by  the  flings  of  a  burdened 
••  confcience ;  but  I  fliould  ihink  that 
«•  is  not  Mr.  Fitzofborne's  exciife  for 
«•  fcepticiim.  Yet  the  manners  of  the 
^  clergy  can  be  no  more  than  an  often^ 
«»  fible  realon." 

Geraldine  was  not  in  a  difpofition  to- 
doubt  Edward's  virtues.  Though  (lie 
had  been  that  very  morning  the  un^ 
happy  dupe  of  his  cruel  duplicity^  her 
agonized  foul  clung  to  him  as  to  the 
guardian  angel  who  was  to  refcue  her 
wc  of  an  abyls  of  forrow.  She  had  dif- 
€overed  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Harlcy  to  her 
kird*  It  lay  open  upon  his  dreOliig-tabJe^ 

c  6  and 
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and  the  hated  name  was  fo  confpicif* 
oufl/  placed  a;  neceflarily  to  attraft  her 
eye.  She  could  pot  refill  her  defire  to 
perufe  it,  and  the  &tai'  contents  Ibon- 

convinced  her^  that  the  bufine6  which 
lord  Monteith  had  iunted  would  fbon 
recall  him  to  London  was  nothing  more 
than  a  wilh  to  renew  that  degrading 
connection.  The  difcovery  Teemed  ca 
be  perfcdtly  accidental.  Sl^e  perceived 
no  preconcerted  plan  in  the  circum- 

iUnce  of  her  having  been  fent  into  the 
room  by  Fitzofborne  to  fetch  a  volume 
of  RouflTcaUj  faom  which  he  had  juft 
mifquoted  a  well-known  paflage.  She 
never  confidered  that  he  had  free  ac- 
cefs  to  her  lord's  apartments  i  and  (he 
could  not  know  that  he  had  not  only 
purloined  the  letter  from  Monteith^  but 
that  he  atflually  inftigated  him  to  the 
propofed  journey,  by  thofe  indireft 
means  of  oppofition  which  he  had  found 

to 
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be  the  moft  fuitable  way  of  govern-* 
a  headftrong  impetuous  charafter. 
Mczofborne  allowed  her  time  to  per«i 

the  letter,  and  then  followed  her 
the  drelDng-room.  She  was  leaning 
a  kind  of  ftupor  over  a  chair^  her 
8  fixed  on  the  portrait  of  her  lord 
ich  hung  over  the  chimney^  wiih  a 
:  of  complaining  fweetnefs  in  their 
ireflion  which  language  could  ill  dc- 
be,  Edward  addrelTed  her  with  rhap- 
ical  confuHon.  He  faid  the  letter 
[  a  miftake.  He  afibred  her  that 
mteith's  affcdlions  were  ftill  unquef- 
lably  hers.  He  execrated  his  con- 
2,  and  then  befought  her  to  be  calm 

her  children's  fake.  At  that  in- 
;fting  adjuration  the  retrained  tears 
le  in  filence  down  her  cheek;  and 
*  tears  again  elevated  Fitzoiborne's 
Dpathizing  tendernefs  to  frenzy.  He 
led  her   *^  dear  lovely  excellence  I 

He 
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He  wiflied  ten  thouland  plagues  to  ortf^ 
whelm  the  narrow  foul  of  the  traitor  who 
wanted  difcernment  to  be  juft  to  her  me- 
rits j  and  he  vowed  that  he  could  not 
look  at  fuch  a  ftriking  impeffbnificatioa 
'  of  fuffering  meeknefs  without  wilhing  to 
avenge  her  wrongs. 

The  countcfs  anfwered  in  a  faint  tone : 
•'  My  wrongs  require  no  avenger.  My 
•*  lord  fhould  be  more  careful  of  his 
*'  corrcfpondcnce.  Let  me  entreat  you 
*'  to  conceal  the  weaknefs  into  which 
«*  my  curiofity  has  betrayed  me." 

"  And  is  that  the  only  proof  I  can 
*'  give  you  of  my  inviolable  regard  ?" 

**  What  other  proofs  can  a  wife  re- 
"  ceive,  confident  with  her  folemn 
••  duties  ?" 

**  The  ftriftcft  delicacy,  the  moft  ri- 
'^  gid  prudencC)  would  allow  an  adopted 
«'  brother  to  take  a  more  adive  parr, 
'<  Remember  too^  it  is  dill  poOible,  that 

«  the 
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•«  the  •  tics  of  cftccm  may  be  fanftioncd 
"  by  thofe  of  kindred.  Can  I  feck  the 
«•  recovery  of  lady  Arabella's  favour  by 
*•  worthier  means  than  by  trying  to  dif- 
*'  engage  her  brother  from  a  criminal 
"  attachment  ?" 

**  O !  name  the  means  that  may 
"  produce  that  blcffcd  end,"  exclaimed 
the  impaflioncd  Gcraldine,  with  clafpt  J 
hands,  and  wild  emphatic  looks :  <^  rcf* 
•^  cue  my  Mbnteich  from  this  dreadful 
«*  thraldom  j  rcftorc  to  me  liis  valua- 
"  ble  but  eftrangcd  heart,  and  I  will 
••  pray  for  you,  Fitzolborne— — I  will 

•'  entreat  of  Heaven,  that  all  your  fu- 
•'  ture  days  may  be  as  happy  as  thofc  I 
*'  once  enjoyed." 

Edward  had  no  defire  to  be  included 
in  Geraldine's  prayers.  He  was  equally 
averfe  to  hear  of  her  attachment  to  her 
hufband,   a;id   of  her  dependence   on 

Heaven.  '  The  advice  he  gave  was  of  a 

fatanic 
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fatmic  BiCuic.     It  WK.  to 
lord  vidi  his  innddicf;  to  hmible  ham 
bf  Iicr    fopcrioricy;   and  co  cxiaraice 
liifli  br  her  eloquence.     Vice,  he  af- 
finnedy  moft  (brink  fiom  die  prcfencc 
of  virtue.      The  fonbeam  of  her  eye 
moft  diiEpace  die  clouds  by  vhich  Mon- 
teidi's  reatbn  was  enveloped.     His  re- 
covered judgment  would  compare  in« 
noccnce,  grace^  and  beauty,  with  pro- 
ftitution,  vaniqr,  and  caprice  ;  and  a  re* 
pcocanc  hufband>  awakened  by  her  re- 
proofs to  a  fenfe  of  honour,  woukl  at  her 
feet  abjure  the  infamous  Harley,  and  all 
her  flagitious  fifterhood. 

Lady  Monteith's  perturbed  mind  ftill 
pofleflcd  fufficienc  clearnels  to  refill  the 
adoption  of  fuch  a  dangerous  expedient, 
whichj  by  inflaming  the  violent  paflions 
of  her  lord,  was  more  likely  to  make 
[  htm  cad  ofl^  ail  the  decorum  which  a 
dread   of  difcovery  impofcd^   than    to 

check 
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check  the  career  of  his  vicious  indul- 
gence i  and  her  delicacy  pointed  ouc 
the  imprudence  of  arming  his  pride  in 
the  caufe  of  a  courtezan,  when  (he 
hoped  it  might  be  made  the  happy  in- 
ftrument  of  relcafing  him  from  a  de- 
grading connexion.  '^  I  have,"  faid 
fhe,  "  prefcribed  to  myfelf  but  two 
"  rules  for  my  condudl  in  this  unfor- 
*'  tunate  affair :  and  to  thefe  I  will 
'*  rigidly  adhere.  I  will  never  reproach 
"  lord  Monteith,  nor  will  I  ever  divulge 
"  his  indifcretions.  Even  my  Lucy,  the 
**  partner  of  my  foul,  does  not  know  that 
*'  the  dejcftion  which  (he  muft  obfervc 
**  in  mc  proceeds  from  any  other  caufe 
*•  than  latent  indifpofition." 

**  There  are  certainly  many  reafons 

*'  for  withholding  fuch  confidence  from 
"  Mifs  Evans  ;  and  when  I  confider 
"  your  father's  age  and  increafing  in- 
•*  firmitics,  1   renounce  a  plan  which 

"  the 
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'*  the  refpeft ability  of  his  charafler 
"'oncc  ftiggtftird  to  me,  of  acquainting 
"  him  with  his  fon-in-!aw's  conduft, 
**  and  urging  him  to  aflumc  the  tone 
'*  highly  becoming  an  injured  and  affcj> 
*'  lionatc  parent."  i 

"  O  !  for  Heaven's  fake  !  rejcft  tliftt 
"  idea,"  exclaimed  the  terrified  coun- 
tefs.  "  Let  not  the  halcyon  calm  of 
"  his  declining  years  be  clouded  wiih  3 
"  doubtof  his  child's  happinefs.  How 
"  ungrateful,  how  impious  Ihould  I  be, 
**  to  draw  from  repofing  age  th<  pil-> 
••  low  on  which  it  finks  to  reft,  cheered' 
'*  by  approving  confciencci  and  ht4d-'- 
**  ing  fwect  communion  with  that  peace-' 
"  ful  woijd  for  which  ic  has  been  long' 
**  preparing." 

*'  And  are   you  not  afraid  thac  bta- 

"  paternal  folicitude  will  pervade  jrour 

•'  pious  concealment  ?"  inquired  Fiiz- 

ofljornc.     **  I  have  feen  hioi  Tvatch  jroup 

"  varving 
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rykig  Ipoksj  and  cad  glances  on 
d  Mdnceith  ftrongly  indicative  of 
[MCion. 

Vou  alarm  me.    Surely  I  had  bet-  ' 
*  'kave  Powcrfcourt  immediately, 
fere  thofe  JTufpicions  fhall  be  con- 
mcd." 

Iliac  propofaU  madam>  indicates 
DT  cuftomary  prudence,  though  it  is 
rd  at  fuch  a  time  to  deprive  your- 
f  of  the  comforts  of  his  tender  affec- 
Ot  and  the  fbothings  of  Mifs  Evans's 
SMdfhip.  Whither  wiU  you  diredl 
MP  penfive  fteps  V* 
Not  to  that  cruel  worlc!,  Fitzof- 
Mt,  which  has  tarnifhed  my  repu- 
lin^  and  robbed  me  of  my  huf- 
Mfa  heart.  I  will  go  t  >  Monteith, 
A  embrace  my  dear  little  girls, 
M  whom  I  have  been  ten  months 
iMiCed.  Their  playful  prattle  will 
riiaps  amufe  me  s  at  leaft  their  un« 

<' difcernp^lp 
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"  difcerning  Gmplicity  will  not  impofe 
"upon  me  a  painful  rcf^raini,  in  order 
**  to  tfcape  yet  more  inlupportablc  ob- 
**  fervaiions  ;  I  fliall  be  allowed  the  uee 
"  indulgence  of  tears,  and  my  miml 
"  may  poffibly  recover  ftrcngth  from 
*'  folitude." 

"  And  is  this  the  lot  of  the  noblcft 
•*  ornament  of  her  age  and  country?" 
exclaimed  Edward.  "  O  Udy  Mon- 
"  teith  !  are  you  another  vi^im  to  the 
"  blind  caprices  of  Fortune  i" 

'*  I  was  the  carver  of  my  own  for- 
"  tune>  and  mull  not  complain  of  her 
"  caprices.  I  was  juft  to  the  Impulle. 
"  of  an  early  attachment,  and  I  have 
<*  no  one  to  condemn.  Even  at  this 
*•  inftani  complaint  is  filenced  by  pity, 
"  Lord  Monteith  cannot  be  happy. 
"  The  rccollciftion  of  me  muft  obtrude 
"  upon  his  guilty  dalliance.  The  im- 
"  prudent  woman,  by  whom  he  is  fatally 
*'  entangled. 
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««  entangled,  can  urge  no  claim  to  his 
••  affcAions,  to  invalidate  my  prior  righr, 
*•  I  am  the  mother  of  his  children,  the 
••  faithful  rcpofitory  of  his  fecrcts,  the 
"  partner  of  his  for  rows.  I  have  footh- 
'*  ed  his  anxieties,  compofed  his  ruffled 
'"  temper,  watched  him  in  ficknefs. 
••  O  Fitzolbornc !  words  cannot  cxprefs 
*'  how  much  this  agonized  heart  pre- 
"  ferred  his  intereft  and  his  happinefs  to 
«  my  own." 

Edward  grafped  her  unconfcious  hand, 
and  trcmuloufly  articulated,  **  Muft 
••  corroding  forrow  wafte  the  faireft 
"  pattern  of  all  that  is  good  and  attrac- 
"  live  ?  Surely,  Monteith  !  thou  art  the* 
**  only  man  who  could  be  unjuft  to  fuch 
«*  excellence." 

*«  My  good  friend,"  faid  the  coun- 
ttfs,  roufed  to  recollcdtion  by  the  ready 
tears  which  bathed  her  hands,  "  fup- 
**  prcfs  this  keen  fcnfibility  of  my  for- 

**  rows. 
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«*  rows.  You  fliall  fee  that  I  will  cn- 
**  dure  them.  For  my  children's  fake, 
"  for  the  fake  of  all  who  love  mc,  I 
"  will  endeavour  to  exert  myfclf :  and 
<<  to  be  amufed,  I  will  vifit  the  good 
*^  cottagers  whom  I  once  made  happy  ; 
<'  I  will  retrace  the  groves  I  planted, 
"  and  refume  my  accuftomed  occupa* 
**  tions ;  though  every  employment, 
**  every  purfuit,  even  life  itfelf,  is  taftc- 
**  lefs  now." 

Fitzofborne  dried  his  tears,  and  took 
a  turn  acrofs  the  room  to  recover  the 
philolbphy  which  he  protefted  had  never 
before  been  fo  feverely  tried.  Could 
nothing  be  done,  nothing  be  thought 
of,  to  reftore  the  charming  fuftcrcr  to 
the  peace  which  flie  lb  highly  merited  ? 
A^ain  he  acldreflcd  the  trcmbiinix 
mourner,  who,  gazing  on  the  portrait 
of  her  lord,  fcemcd  to  aportrophize  the 
beloved  remembrance,  and  to  implore 

9  not 
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icrely  compadlon  but  juftice,  inat- 
e  to  the  blandifhments  of  her  fe- 
»  unconfcious  of  the  impropriety 
It  confidence  which  her  agitated 
xflowedy  and  only  fufceptibie  of 
nfe  of  anguiOiy  or  the  feeble  hope 
{aining  an  alienated  heart. 
\t  length,"  faid  Fitzofbornc,  after 
or  three  ineffe£lual  endeavours 
ak,  '^  I  have  thought  of  two  plans. 
ley  will,  indeed,  include  a  little 
lique  condudl ;  but  the  end  is  too 
re,  too  defirable  to  render  objec- 
lablc  the  means  of  obtaining  it. 
now  a  young  nobleman  whowi(hes 
rival  your  lord  in  Mrs.  Harley's 
^our.  He  is  rich  and  extravagant, 
I  i  have  fome  influence  over  his 
nd.  It  is  but  fpiriting  hicn  to 
:bid  your  hulb^nd,  and  the  venal 
r  will  foon  forbid  the  vifits  of  her 
5  liberal  keeper.     Or,  I  could  feign 

"  a  letter 
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<<  a  letter  as  from  Mrs,  Harky  tathis 
'*  gentleman,  which  would  awaken  .Mon- 
^'  ceich's  jcaloufy,  and  probably  might 
••  have  the  fame  eflFcil  of  diflblvtog  the 
*^  connexion.  You  ftart^  madam» 
«*  Confidcr  that  the  infamy  of  the  wo- 
^*  man  is  confirmed,  and  how  forcible 
*'  ace  the  claims  whicl;i  your  innocent 
*'  children  have  upon  your  exertions  l"* 
"  I  muft  not  preferve  their  innocence 
**  by  the  forfeiture  of  my  own.  What 
**  right  have  I  to  aggravate  the  guilt  of 
•'  an  unhappy  woman  or  to  transfer  to 
••  another  family  the  calamity  which 
"  weighs  me  down  ?  Nor  can  I  yield 
*•  to  fully  my  integrity  by  bafely  fra- 

*'  ming  a  forged  accufation,  or  to  taint 
*'  my  reputation  by  expofing  it  to  the 
"  difgrace  of  a  difhonourable  dllco- 
"  very." 

"  I  lament  when  gtncrofity  becomes 
«*  romantic,  and  I  muft  beg  permidion 

"to 
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''  to  urge  my  fchemcs  wich  what  I  think 
^  irrefiftiblc  arguments,  if  the  faint 
^  hope  which  I  have  founded  upon  my 
^  influence  over  lord  Montcith*s  mind 
»  fliould  fail  me.  Unfortunately^  he 
**  is  fo  bent  on  going  to  town,  that 
^  it  will  be  ufekfs  to  oppofe  his  plan  ; 
^  but  I  will  accompany  him,  and  ex- 
"  ert  all  my  limited  abilities  to  dif- 
**  folve  this  enchantment.  No  matter 
^  though  I  lofe  his  friendfliip ;  his  vi- 
^  cious  purfuits  have  annihilated  my  ef- 
**  teem,  and  I  fcorn  to  receive  future  fa- 
*  voursfrom  a  man  unjuft  to  you." 

•'  Ah  !"  thought  Geraldinc,  "  what 
"  can  break  the  adamantine  chain  which 
**  links  him  to  my  heart !  Should  the 
**  hour  ever  arrive  when  afFedlion  ceafcs 
*'  to  throb,  will  not  duty  continue  to 
**  urge  its  refiftlefs  claims  ?  But  I  can- 
^-not  wonder^  that  a  mind  fo  refined 
.**  asFitzolborne's  (hould  call  wcakncfs 
VOL.  III.  D  "  vice. 
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^'  victf  and  difdain  communion  mdk 
'*  one  who  gives  licence  to  thofe  rebel 
^'  pafiions  which  his  firmer  fptik  hoMa 
^<  in  calm  fubje£tion.  b,  chat  Moo^ 
**  teith  pofle&d  his  Ttrtuea  I  Bitt  caith 
^  muft  not  refembk  heaven." 

^  You  pa«ie»  madami"  fiud  Fiosof- 
boiiie>  incentiprii^  fier  min  of  thoi^c* 
"^  Atn  I  ftili  fb  unibmmace  as  not  to  be 
**  able  to  fuggeft  any  thing  deferving  of 
**  your  approbation  ?•' 

**  My  excellent  friend  !*'  refumed 
the  countelsy  <'  follow  the  diftatvs  of 
*•  your  own  good  heart.  Whatever 
^  fcheme  your  knowledge  of  the  world 
'^  fuggefbj  whatever  diflfuafive  argu- 
^  ments  your  fuperior  talents  direft- 
^  you  to  ufc,  exert  them  in '  my  caufe« 
'*  But  be  careful  to  reftrain  your  zeal 
^*  to  reftore  my  ruined  peacCy  left  ic 
"  fliould  urge  you  topurfue  thofe  indi* 
•*  reft  paths  which,  even  if  fuccefifu), 

«*  my 
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■  my  principles  muft  conftantly  difap- 
«  prove." 
'<  I  tiniik,^'  returned  the   fophifter» 

V  the  code  of  laws  which  you  dignify 
^  by  your  obedience  permits  the  fer- 
'  pent  CO  be  blended  with  the  dove. 
«  Your  innocence  and  your  repuution 

V  Gunoc  be  injured  by  adions  in  whidi 
«  you  do  not  participate  i  and  if  my 

*  confcience  juftiiies  my  proceedings^ 
'^  what  have  you  to  oppofe  ?  Be  aflured, 
•*  chat  not  even  your  interefl:  would 
''  prompt  me  to  any  ftep  which  I  did 

*  BOt    ibiMk   highly   warrantable  ;  and 

V  here  again  I  am  countenanced  by 
^  thoie  do£trines  which  teach  me  chat 
"  the  motive  confticutes  the  a£t.*' 

««  Be  fiirc,*'  faid  the  countefs^  "  to 
**  >enmine  your  motives  with  fcrupu- 
"  low  carCy  left  you  fhould  be  deceived 
^  bf%  fpecious  g«>od.'* 

D  2  *«  My 
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^  My   motives,"   faid   Fitsofbornc» 

■ 

«<  have  undergone  the  defired  (cnidnj, 
^^  and  I  will  abide  by  the  refult  of  ihy 
^<  inquiry.  But  I  have  two  favoure  CO 
<'  requeft  of  you.  Do  npc,  while,  with 
^<  unremitting  affiduity  I  ftake  tU  my 
"^^  hopesj  and  brave  every  peril  to  re* 
^^  ftore  to  you  the  happibefs  you  have 
«€  loft^do  not»  denreft  lady  Mon« 
^'  teith !  while  I  am  far  diftant  froib 
^  you,  liftcn  to  any  uncharitable  fug« 
^*  geftions  that  might  tend  to  prejudice 
"  me  in  your  efteem.  Should  any  re- 
^<  fleftions  be  cad  upon  me  for  che- 
^^  rifhing  feme  peculiar  notions,  call  to 
<<  mind  that  noble  candour  which 
'*  teaches  us,  that  thofe  principles  can« 
'^  not  be  wrong  which  prompt  right 
^'  aftions.  Permit  me  too  the  honour 
^^  of  your  correfpondencc;  and  if  fiic- 
<*  cefs  Ihould  crown^my  hopes,  if  my 
^  once  valued  friend  fhould  return  to 

««  Mon. 
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•*  Montetth  worthy  of  you,  allow  mc  lo 
'<  parake  your  rranfports  ;  and  let  the 
''  cloiid  of  forrow  and  difappointmenc 
"  which  now  obfcures  my  youth,  be 
<*  brightened  by  the  gladdening  ray  of 
•«  your  ibciety.  For  it  is  only  your  un- 
■*  re(erved  friendfhip  that  can  now  ren- 
"derlifedefirable/' 
.  The  countefs  protnifed  the  required 
fiivours  with  penetrating  fincerity.  She 
confirmed  the  aflurances  of  her  perma* 
DCDt  cftcem  by  giving  him  a  miniature 
portrait  of  herfelf,  which  had  been  drawn 
with  a  view  of  being  decorated  with 
brilliants,  and  prefenced  to  lady  Ara- 
bella on  her  intended  nuptials*  Her 
oinnion  of  Fitzofborne's  merits  were 
wrought  up  to  admiration ;  and  the 
refult  of  this  interview  convinced  him, 
that  he  had  gained  all  the  ground  in  her 
aSc&ions  which  probability  allowed  him 
l»  cxped.     Her  delicacy  was  no  longer 

B  3  ftarr' 
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ftarckd  by  his  paffionate  tnaoner:  the 
warm  intereft  which  he  took  in  her 
caufe  no  loager  awakened  the  appre^^ 
henfion  of  unwarrantable  defigm.  '  She 
lad  all  the  confidence  in  bislntfgiitf 
which  ht  wilhed  to  infpire  i  and  he  ire- 
Ked  upon  her  gratitude  and  her  gene- 
roficy  to  divert  every  infereAce,  aiuf 
filence  every  (iiggeiUoii»  thoe  might  be 
urged  CO  his  disfaroor. 

The  moment,  therefore,  wna  unprcH 
pitious  which  Mr*  Evans  had  chofea 
to  alarm  her  fears,  by  ftating  hb  ooo^ 
viA  jon,  that  thtjingulariiy  of  her  friend's 
ienciments  were  more  nearly  allied  to 
dcifm  than  their  apparent  moderation 
and  Candour  made  her  fufpedl.  I  have 
already  mcnciooed  the  motives  which 
induced  Mr.  Evans  to  fofien  his  in- 
tended ccnfure  \  but  Geraldine  liftened 
with  impatience  even  to  the  extenuated 
accufation.    Not  that  (he  thoiighc  the 

charge 
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charge  of*  dcifm  a  light  reproach,  or 
that  her  own  conviftion  of  the  trucii 
of  revealed  religion  was  enfeebled ;  on 
the  contrary,  her  prcfent  dtjcftcd  fpirits 
more  llrongly  impelled  her  to  drawr 
water  from  the  refrefhing  fountain  of 
eternal  truth.  But  her  prepofleflTion  in 
Edward's  favour  made  her  allow  for  a 
lutle  clerical  zeal  for  orthodoxy,  whicli 
might,  fhc  thought,  confound  chara6lcrs 
ftparatcd  by  many  difcriminacing  te- 
nets: and,  granting  that  Mr.  Evanses 
iufpicions  even  in  their  wideft  latitude 
were  ftill  well-founded,  no  danger  could 
fefult  from  her  intimacy  with  a  perfon 
to  whom  he  allowed  the  poITefTion  of 
to  much  talent  and  fo  much  moral 
principle. 

Her  reply,  therefore,  to  Mr.  Evans's 
obiervations  commenced  with  a  popu- 
lar fentiment,  <  that  the  faiih  could 
^  not    be    wrong,  when    the    hfc  ^up 

B  4  «  right/ 
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•  right.'  »  I  am  afraid,''  fiid  flie,  «! 
'<  pccplc,  who  profcfs  themlclvcs 
^  advocates  for  die  doArines  of  <Mir 
<<  religion,  mould  be  unwilliiig  to  Inve 
<*  the  reality  of  :beir  own  bcficf  albcr- 
'<  uincd  by  thb  fimple  and  compendi* 
^  ous  maxim.  We  caonot  judge  of 
«*  another  perlbn*s  heart  but  duwig;h 
**  the  medium  of  his  adioos ;  and  even 
'^  calumny  irlelf  calls  00  cenliire  on 
^  Mr.  Fitzofborne.  Let  us  not  then 
<<,  condemn  him  on  account  of  fbniic>fir« 
'*  gtdarity  of  opinion ;  for  opinion,  mj 
«•  dear  fir,  you  know,  is  free.  Wc  can 
<*  only  be  affcAed  by  the  aftions  of 
"  others  not  by  their  fentiments." 

**  Beware,  my  deareft  lady  Mon- 
**  teith,"  re  fumed  Mr  Evans,  "  how 
^  you  extend  the  apologies  which  may 
**  be  urged  in  behalf  of  harmlefs  fin- 
*^  gularicy,  to  the  vindication  of  thofe 
i||>erilous    dodrincs    which    not  only 

"  corrupt 
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omipt  the  foilwhere  they  are  fuflTered 
fpringj  but  alfo  threaten  the  ge« 
'  x^eral  deftru£lion  of  all  that  is  dear 
'   ^nd  valuaUe  to  fociety.    Do  the  vir- 

*  ^ves  of  even  the' moral  deift  ftand 
'  xapon    any    firm    ground?    Reafon 

*  is  his  god  f  and  he  may  to-'day  dil^ 

^    cover  the  footfteps  of  his  deity  in 

^   tiie  paradoxes  of  Epicurus,  and  to- 

'*    xnorrow  in  the  fables  of  the  Koran* 

•*    The  credulity  of  the  infidel  is  pro- 

^   Verbial,  and  his  notions  of  right  are 

**   as  varying  as  his  creed.  He,  my  dear 

•*   lady,  is  the  corrupt  tree  from  which, 

^*  in£Ulibility  itfelf  tells  us,  good  fruit 

^  cannot  fpring.    He  is  the  polluted 

'*  fountain  whofe  waters  mud  be  bitter. 

**  As  the    mind  thinks>   the    tongue 

^  fpeaks,  and  the  man  acts.    The  bat- 

*'  tery  which    he    ereAs    againft    the 

^  rock  g[  faith  is  built  on  fand,  liable 

!*  to  be  undermined  by  every  tide,  and 

DC  "  ov 
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^  oterdirown  bjr  dftty  niddh  fM^^Hdi 
^  reftleft  makrokace  kft  [mfiftl.i»  hk 
<<  8tcftck«  Oblerve^  ittuiiia^  ti»r^ 
^  tern  ever  purftied  bf  fi94>titi  iif|ii9^ 
^^  jfo^  warfiirei  die  liberqr  of  pitatt 
^'judgment  does  not  coMetoi  tltOL 
**  Prefliflg  fjidr  pefttfetoos  dgftrinsg  it 
^'  every  opportuiiky/  ^tysf6tafm  dtt 
^  fivedom  which  they  dtlm  kH  tticfll^ 
<«  felves^  tnd  never  refiM  ttf  ti»  fildl 
*^  of  moderation^  but  iHien  tdolel^ 
^<  ptetttd  by  arguments  wluch  they  ciii» 
"■^nococherwife  avoid.  But  let  diem 
*^  remember^  when  either  ranity  or  dU^ 
*^  defire  of  making  converts  induces 
^'  them  to  unfctde  the  minds  of  odiefS> 
*^  opinion  then  becomes  aAion^  and 
^*  they  are  as  anfwerablcg  at  die  audit 
<^  of  God  and  their  country,  fbr  the 
*'  principles  which  they  promulgate,  as 
<<  for  the  deeds  they  conmdt.'* 

«»  Have 
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^  Have  you  not  rather  exaggerated 
■>  Mr.  Fitzofborne's  errors  ?"  faid  the 
rauntefij  in  a  more  decided  tone  than 
flie  was  accuftomed  to  ufe  to  her  reve- 
lend  inftrudor*  ^  I  have  often  heard 
^  him  expatiate  upon*  lerious  flibjefts, 
■*  but  muft  own  that  I  never  difcovered 
"  any  tendency  to  deifm.    If  I  thoi^hc 

*  Kim  an  infidel,  it  would  give  me  the 
■*  livelieft  concern;  for^  bcfide  the 
^  efteem  which  his  virtues  infpire  in 
^  my  mind,  I  owe  him  indelible  grati- 
^  Cude  for  many  uncommon  marks  of 
»  fnendOiip." 

••  I  have  repeated  the  very  words  he 
^  ufed,  madam*     Be  you  the  judge* 

*  Why  he  Ihould  afFefb  refcrve  to  you, 
"  and  choofe  to  be  unneceflfarily  ex* 
^  plicit  to  mcj  is  fomewhat  myfterious. 
••  What  you  tell  me  of  this  young  gcn- 
^  deman,  and  what  I  have  myfelf  ob* 

*  fervedi.  ftrongly  awakens  my  compaf*^ 

D  6  '«  fijf^ 
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^  fioik  He  has  cfefircd  td  lUJjAi.lbr 
^  fufcyefi  of  otM"  kue  cimveriittBb;.^  ^ 
««:  Audi  return  to  it  mh  jdeafupe, :  w&Sk 
'*  efleem  myfelf  happy  if  txxf^tSoM^ 
^  can  dued  his  abilities  ID  their  priftii^ 
^  inieiic>  and  reftore  to  hisboftw  tiuit' 
^<  tranquillity  which  he  caniiot.i.abir' 
«*  enjoy."  ,:  »f 

'^  You  are  always  in  chafa£ter»  mp 
«<  dear  Mr.  £vans>  coofipaffioiMfr.  moA 
<^  benevolent  even  to  thofe  whofecvt^-^ 
<«  dud  you  difapprove.  I  will  endca« 
<<  vour  to  be  a  fellow-^labourer  in  die 
^^  fame  good  work  ;  and  though  my* 
<^  knowledge)  is  too  limited  to  convince 
'^  Mn  Fitzolhoroe's  judgnaent^  I  may 

<*  expedite  the   convidion    he  defirea 

•«  by  pointing  fom'e  perfuaGve  pai&ges 

«•  to  his  heart." 

.    '^  Ever-amiable  lady  Monteith  PVre- 

turned  the  good  man  with  pious  eameft* 

nefs>  <<  beware  how  you  enter  the  thorny 

**  patha 
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paths  of  theological  controverfy.  I 
Jtfpeft  your  fcx  too  much  to  wi(h 
them  to  hazard  the  mild  luftre  of 
benignity  with  which  the  god  of  na- 
ture has  adorned  them^  to  purfue 
^   that    uncongenial    fplendor    which 

*  they  can  never  obtain.    Metaphyfical 

*  deduftionSy   and  philological  learn* 

'*  ingy  by  which  we  defend  our  faith 

^  agunft  its  aflailantSy  require    a  fe- 

^  vere  courfe  of  ftudy^  and  more  in- 

""tenfe  thought  than  your  habits^  or 

^  perhaps    the    peculiar  tendency   of 

"  your  intelledual  powers^  will  afford. 

**  You  will  be  entrapped  into  conclu- 

*  fions  which  nothing  but  Ikill  in  the 

^  lubtilties  of  argument    can   elude ; 

'''  confufed  by  objedkions  oftentatioufly 

^  QultipUed  I  the  fallacy  of  which  the 

**  Ithuriel  fpear  of  biblical  literature 

"  Would  inftantly  deteA.     By  a  digni- 

^  fied  filcnce^  or  an  indication  of  dif- 

"  plea»^ 
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M  pleafure,  conviace  the  bold  dilpuouit 
«<  who  obtrudes  his  crude  nodons  of 
«<  an  inviGble  God  on  your  ordiMuy 
€€  converfation^  that  your  reipeft  is  tog 
<«  profound  to  enter  lightly  on  the  fiir 
^  cred  theme^  and  your  conTiftion  too 
<<  fincere  to  need  the  advendtious  «A 
^  of  a  vanquiihed  opponent.  The% 
^  <<  fopbiftsy  my  dear  madam,  thougb 
««  they  feek  to  embarrals  others,  are 
<'  themfelvea  well  acquainted  with  the 
^<  torments  of  doubt;  and  it  is  only 
«'  by  the  converts  whom  their  fidfe 
«  theory  bewilden  that  they  are  kept 
«<  from  renouncing  k  them&lves.  It 
«<  is  not  to  a  zeal  for  truth,  nor  even- 
ed to  the  mifgivings  of  confcience,  that 
<<  fcepckifm  owes  moft  of  its  adherents^ 
<«  but  to  the  pride  of  human  reaibn^. 
«  and  the  love  of  fingularity.  Pecmk 
<<  them  to  difplay  thefc  qualides,  tod 

•«  yo« 
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^  you  grant  them  the    triumph  they 
•*  dcfirc/' 

Geraldine  allowed  the  general  truth 
of  thefe  obfervadonSy  but  claimed  an 
eBcmpnon  in  behalf  of  her  friend.  He 
was  too  placable  and  gende  to  love 
^Ipucej  and  too  candid  to  repel  con* 
inBSoiu  Mr.  Evans  determined  to  in« 
i^effigate  the  exiftence  of  thefe  qualines 
at  their  next  converfation ;  but  the 
opportunity  of  obferving  them  never 
occurred.  Lord  Monteith  fet  off*  for 
London  the  following  mornings  and 
Fitzofbomej  by  accompanying  him» 
confirmed  the  countefs  in  that  lively 
Itnfe  of  efteem  and  gradtude  which  fhe 
diOD^t  Ihe  could  no  way  better  exprefs 
dum  by  exerdng  all  her  powers  to  im- 
part to  his  charafter  whatever  in  her 
jQ^gmeat  it  ftill  wanted  of  perfedtion. 
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CHAP.  XXMV. 

An  elegtnt  fafficienqr,  contnit,  • 

Retirtmentt  nirtl  qoiM^  frfagdflkipy  bookf^ 
Eafe  and  alternate  labour,  ufefol  hit, 
Progreffive  virtucy  and  approffnglieafen  {  ' 

'    Theft  an  tlie  natchleft  jojrt  of  ffftOMji  kntm 

Lady  Monteith's  fortitude  was  to 
Teverely  tried  by  her  confcioufne6  of  the 
motives  which  occafioned  her    tord'Si 
hafty  departure  for  London,  that  fbe 
found  it  ncceflary  immediately  to  adopt 
Fiizofborne^s  advice   of  returning   to 
Scotland,  left  the  forrows  of  her  af- 
Bided  heart  fhould  fometimes  diOain 
the  difguife  which  filial  piety  inddced 
her  to  aflume.     Her  parting  with  her 
father  was  marked  by  circumftancca  of 
peculiar  tendernefs.    I  (hall  not,  how* 
every  draw  from    them  any  ominous 

predict 
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predictions.  Sir  William's  advanced 
tge  and  increafing  infirmities  on  the 
one  hand>  and  his  lovely  daughter's 
deprefled  Ipirics  on  the  other,  may  ac- 
count for  this  acute  fenfibilicy  without 
alqribing  to  cither  the  powers  of  pre- 
icicnce. 

-  The  evening  previous  to  Geraldinc's 
departure,  her  penfive  mind  was  fome- 
vbat  enlightened  by  a  very  agreeable 
converfation  with  Mifs  Evans.  *•  You 
•*  know/*  faid  that  amiable  girl,  *'  I  al- 
*'  ways  had  a  little  cad  of  the  whimfi- 
<*  cal  about  me ;  and  probably  if  you 
**  had  folicited  my  company  at  Mon- 
^  tcith,  I  might  have  raifed  an  ir.vinci- 
*'  hlc  hoft  of  obJeAions  ;  but  fince  you 
•"  fay  nothing  upon  the  fubjedl,  I  am- 
•*  pcrverfc  enough  to  determine  to  go 
**  back  with  you  to  Scotland/' 

"  My  deareft  Lucy,"  faid  the  coun- 
te&j  while  her  pale  cheek  kindled  with 

the 
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the  blulh  of  plcafurci  *'  may  you  aK 
"  ways  be  thus  dtlighcfully  pcrvcrfcl 
*«  My  cxprc fling  lefs  folicicude  for 
"  your  company  partly  proceeded  from 
<<  the  nature  of  my  own  profpedsj  buc 
principally  from  what  I  (u(pe<%  to  be 
yours."— "Wcfpinfters,''rcplicdMi6 
Evans,  pafllng  over  her  fidend^s  aHufioii 
to  the  ftatc  of  her  own  affiiirt  with  t 
ftiflcd  figh,  ^«  are  feldom  handfomelf 
'*  ufcd  by  you  married  ladiea,  when 
<<  we  chufe  you  for  our  confidanci. 
**  Yetj  though  I*  am  convinced  that 
'*  lord  Monteith  will  know  all  my  fe- 
*'  cret  the  very  firft  time  you  write  to 
'*  him,  I  fee  the  fpirit  of  curiofity  lb 
*<  very  flrongly  imprinted  upon  your 
^*  countenance,  that  I  (hall  indulge  you 
*«  with  a  fight  of  two  letters/* 

Perhaps  fomc  of  my  female  readers 
may  happen  to  have  a  litde  of  their 
great-grandmother  Eve's  failing  about 

•  themj 
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them,  as  well  as  my  Heroine ,-  and  to 
gratify  it,  though  in  a  lefs  degree,  I  fhall 
inform  chem,  that  thefe  important  pa« 
pcrs  were  a  love-letten  with  the  reply  : 
and  that  the  author  of  the  former  com- 
pofition  was  Henry  Power fcourt.  An 
',  attentive  obfervation  of  Mifs  Evans's 
numerous  excellencies  had  made  him 
for  fome  time  her  (incere  admirer  ;  and^ 
fince  not  all  the  prudent  delicacy  of  her 
diarafteri  nor  the  diffidence  of  his 
own  could  entirely  conceal  from  his 
obfervation  the  important  fecret  of  her 
preference,  his  high  fenfe  of  honour 
had  long  prompted  him  to  a  difcovtry 
of  that  reciprocal  affc6tion  which  her 
unalTuming  virtues  had  awakened  in  his 
heart.  '  He  was  reftraincd  by  reflcding, 
that^  as  he  had  only  that  heart  to  be« 
ftow^  a  declaration  of  his  attachment 
might  fubjeA  her  to  all  the  inconveni- 
endes  which   are  incident  to  a  tender 

engage- 
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^v^g^g^ni^nt,  when  pecuniarjr  ektemt^ 
ftunces  prevent  it  from  beiiig  cemeiitt^ 
by  the  marriage-bond.  His  irfpcAni 
patron^  with  fomewhai  of  die  ioibecifiqp 
of  age,  and  fomewhac  of  that  temdtjK 
of  power  which  ftrengdiens  mr  tttaclw 

ment  to  the  pofleflions  in  which  oliif 
tenure  daily  grows  more  preearioM^  hid 
(till  delayed  confirming  to  hifti  Ae  m^ 
dependence  whith  he  intended  to  be^ 
queath.  He  contented  himfelf  with 
liberally  fupplying  his  prelent  wants  | 
and  as  he  was  perfuaded^  that  the  foaog 
man  was  very  well  as  he  was»  and  had 
no  wifh  to  alter  his  conditions  he  evea 
brought  himfelf  to  believe,  that  td&ga^ 
ing  to  him  the  Merioneth(hire  eftace 
would  be  giving  him  a  vaft  deal  of  trou* 
ble,  which  as  he  feemed  fonder  of 
reading  than  of  bufinefs^  he  would  eef- 
tainly  be  as  well  plcafed  to  avoid.. 

Panoog 
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Panting  for  independence,  yec  dif- 
daining  to  acquire  ic  by  any  means 
ivhich  he  thought  irreconcileable  with 
lady  Monteith's  interefts,  or  with  his 
deference  and  gratitude  to  her  father, 
Mr.  Powerfcourt  repeatedly  refolded  to 
purfue  the  dcfired  blefTing  by  the  flow 
bat  pleafant  path  of  his  own  aflive  ex^ 
(rdons  in  fome  employment.  Yet  fir 
William's  love  of  his  kinfman's  fociety 
increafing  with  his  infirmities  furniflied 
I' diouland  objedions  to  every  profefTion 
DT  engagement  which  was  fucceffively 
propofed.  The  baronet  at  length  pre- 
duded  all  further  application  by  afking 
Henry,  why  he  wanted  to  leave  him  ? 
■*  Don*c  be  uneafy,"  faid  he,  "  about 
"  your  future  profpefts.  Depend  upon 
••  it,  I  (hall  provide  for  you."  Thus 
compelled  to  refer  the  fecurity  of  his 
own  happinefs  to  a  diftant  and  uncer- 
tuD  period,  Mr«  Powerfcourt  fubmitted 

9  with 
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with  refpcAfiil  filence  to  his  beneftc* 
tor's  will.  He  contcnced  hiaifelf  with 
jcquaioting  the  amiable  objeft  of  his 
affcdtions  with  the  pecuUflrity  of  hii 
fituation ;  aad  he  hoped  her  penctradM 
would  coafider  that  as  a  (ufficienc  rcafim 
for  prevendog  his  toogne  fiom  avoid- 
ing the  preference  which  his  snanbte 
ilropgly  exppefied. 

Though  Henry's  behaviour  perfeAiy 
agrees  with  my  ideas  ,of  honour^  I  am 
afraid  ibme  fifter  of  the  quill,  becxer 
verfed  in  the  new  code  which  has  been 
introduced  into  die  court  of  Copidj 
will  deced  a  thoufand  grofs  mildc- 
meanours,  of  which  the  above  Henry 
Powerfcourc  has  been  guilty.  They 
may  prove  according  to  the  letter  of 
thefe  recent  a£b>  that  his  behaviour 
to  Mifs  Evans  ought  to  have  been  more 
rudcj  capricious,  and  inattenuve,  in 
jproportion  as  he  difcovered  her  pre- 

fefcncc» 
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DCCt  and  fclc  chc  increafe  of  his 
I.  Very  likely  the  new  method  of 
icneot  may  prove,  that  this  would 
e  been  the  mod  honourable  way 
proceeding.  I  (hall  dill  continue 
inately  dUpofed  to  deny  that  it  is 
moft  natural. 

rifted  with  that  intuidve  knowledge 
ch  the  votaries  of  the  purblind  god 
vidually  poflefs,  Lucy  read  her  lover's 
iments  in  his  eyes^  and  allowed  the 
priety  of  his  condud.  Yet,  when 
looked  forward  to  the  expe&ed 
DCS  of  her  future  life>  gratitudcj 
cm,  and  veneration,  generally  ex- 
d  a  pious  tear  at  the  idea,  that  her 
I  anxiedes  muft  not  expert  a  final 
ninadon  until  the  neighbourhood 
I  deprived  of  the  bleflings  it  had  long 
rived  from  the  unfparing  benevolence 

ir  William  Poweifcourt. 
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'  Aflfairs  were  in  this  fitiiation»  wbrh 
lady  Monteich  arrived  from  London^ 
She  had  juft  opportunity  to  make  a  few 
agreeable  difcoveriesy  when  the  ptrtf 
were  deprived  of  Mr.  Powerlcourt's  oom« 
pany.  He  was  futnmoned  to  attend  iSbk 
fick  bed  of  his  father;  whole  expeAs^ 
tionsy  in  refpeft  to  the  marriage  of  hb 
foHi  had  been  quite  as  unfavomabfe'iD 
Henry's  dcfigns»  as  the  protraAed 
bounty  of  fir  William.  Young  Powert 
court  being  unqueftionably  the  fineft 
gentleman  the  good  old  yeoman  had 
ever  fcen,  there  arofe  a  neceffity  of  hb 
matching  well ;  and  as  no  lady  in  aH 
the  land  could  refufe  him,  there  was 
no  reafon  why  he  fhould  take  up  with 
a  parfon's  daughter.  Indeed  old  Mr. 
Powerfcourt  had  already  feleded  his 
daughter-in  law  ;  his  bold  ambition  hav* 
ing  dire  fled  him  to  no  kfs  a  perfonage 

than 
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tbaapudam  Hetty  ap  Owen  ap  Thomas, 

bit  own  landlady^    and    lady  of  the 

manor  bcGde.    But  as  the  juvenile  ac- 

tniftions  of  youth,  beauty,  and  fweet* 

WSSb,  were  lefs  vifible  in  the  preferred 

Mff  Chan  the  folid  advantages  of  large 

fittpcf ty  and  high  blood,  the  fecher 

w«a  a  more  ardent  admirer  than  the 

I  ioD :  and,  though  the  path  of  the  latter 

£-  was  very  much  fmoothed  by  the  enco* 

S  niiims  which  the  former  bcftowed  upon 

•'  *$.  ion  Hal/*  and  an  enumeration  of 

yfbM  his  coufin  fir   William  intended 

*-  to  do  for  him,  which  were  repeated  every 

time  be  went  to   pay  his  rent :   nay, 

-  diOiigb  mifs  Hetty  herfelf  always  diftin- 

gptflhcd  the  bow  of  young  Powerfcourt 

hf  a-  lower  curtefy,  as  fhe  walked  up 

4ie  ^c  to  her  own  pew  on  a  Sunday, 

andcven  once  honoured  him  fo  far  as 

lb  afk  him  to  dine  with  her  and  the 

VOL*  lib  £  curate. 
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curatfj  Henry  contioued  invkrfaUj  oon- 

fianc  to  his  Luqr*s  '*■ 

Dimpled  fmile,  asd  damafc  check. 
And  eye  of  glofiy  blue. 

He  was  relieved  from  a  perfecudoa 
which  was  urged  with  fuch  weU-memt 
but  miftaken  eameQneis  as  at  Ici^th 
made  it  painful,  by  the  death  of  his  hi^ 
ther.  His  regret  for  that  CTcnt  was  fyE' 
tcned  by  receiving  a  letter  from  fir 
W  iiliam  a  few  days  afterwards,  incio* 
fing  the  tide  deeds  of  the  Merioneth- 
(hire  eftate,  and  containing  an  aflbrance, 
that  fince  he  wiflied  to  marry,  he  fhould 
have  a  houfe  built  for  him  within  a 
mile  or  two  of  Powerfcourt  manor. 

As.  in  common  wich  all  Arcadian 
writers,  I  prefume  the  village  rufttc  is 
too  happily  engaged  with  his  flocks  and 
his  Ihepherdefs  to  attend  to  the  afllairs 

of  his  neighbour ;  and  being  perfuaded 

that  the  love  of  news  and  the  Ipirit  of 

inter* 
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trfcrcncc  of  which  I  have  formerly 
;n  fotne  traces  at  Danbury  are  merely 
ral  difeafes  i  I  fuppofe  the  accelllon  to 
r.  Powerfcourt's  fortune  continued  to 
;  a  profound  fecret  in  the  parifh  where 
I  father  refided:  at  leaft  I  cannot 
inceive  that  any  whifper  which  the 
irlofj  of  the  fchoolmafter^  or  the  barber^ 
ight  circulate,  could^  through  the 
edium  of  the  curate,  be  difTufed  in 
e  atmofphcrc  of  Mifs  Hetty's  beft 
irlour )  or  that  any  one,  by  adding  a 
lit  to  the  rent-roll  which  fir  William 
td  reflgnedj  could  be  the  occafion  of 
e  extraordinary  and  even  oppreflive 
nlities  with  which  the  diftinguifhed 
Jy  whom  I  have  juft  named  loaded 
[r.  Henry  Powcrfcourt*  Her  houfe 
as  at  his  fervice  -,  her  carriage  was  at 
is'  ftnrice ;  her  fervants  were  at  his 
fvice ;  nay^  the  world  even  faid,  that 
le  more  than  hinted  an  offer  of  herfelf. 

B  2  This 
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This  letter  repeit  I  dUbdicve»  becauie 
it  went  fomewbac  further  tban  wbac 
the  proverbiaL  bofpicalicy  of  her  coun- 
try can  account;  for-  Qut  if  Ihe.  liad  any 
latent  views^  th<o^  fooo  reoelved.  a  con* 
plcte  mortificadon.  Hcntjf's.fiift  ftep» 
after  the  airiyai  of  the  welcome  jg^ft, 
w^$  tp  cxpcefsbis  gnatitude  to.  the  do* 
Dor;  his  next,  to  requeft^  that  mUs 
Evans  would  nender  independence  more 
valuable  by.  Iharing  it  with  hicn* 

«<  And  now,  my  Geraldin^,"'  iaid 
Lucy  to  the  countefs,  fcarcely  allowing 
her  time  to  finifh  the  letter  which  had 
introduced  this  long  digreffion,  ^<  I  call 
^  for  your  felicitations.  Henry,  you 
'<  fee,  ingcnupufly  avows  the  early  at-> 
'^  tachmenc  which,  made  you  the  iifft 
*<  miftrefs  of  his^  heart*  X  have  oojc 
</  that  extreme  refinetnent.  which*  can 
<<  only  be  conxent  with  a  primary  aflSbo* 
f*  tion.     It  is  fufScieni;  Hot  met  thac 

''after 
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^  i^r  long  obfenration  he  owns  a  pre* 
^  ference  which  he  is  coo  noble  to  af* 
^'  fedy  and  too  upright  to  withdraw. 
^'  Secure  in  his  honour  and  his  virtue, 
^  not  even  yottr  attraftions  will  excite 
-^  fufpicion  ;  and  though  the  tempered 
'*  expectations  of  four-and-twcnty  abate 
^  moeh  of  the  fanguine  enthufiafni  of 
**  nineteen,  neither  expcrienfce  nor  re- 
**  flcAion  teach  me  to  doubt  of  the 
^  general  happincfs  of  my  future  lot 
^  wKh  fach  a  parcoer  as  my  long4oved 
««  Hetiry.'* 

Lucy's  head  now  reclined  upon  the 
flididder  of  the  countefs,  to  conceal  at 
onoe  her  blulhcs  and  her  tears.  ''  But/' 
added  the  fweet  girl  after  a  moment's 
pmfe,  '*  you  exprefs  neither  furprife 
••  nor  pleafure  at  the  Wonders  which  I 
^  am  revealing/* 

The  reader  who  remembers  the  con* 
aubial  ibrrows  which  clouded  the  coun- 

E  3  tcfs's 
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tcfs's  inind>  will  not  woDcfer^  thar» 
though  free  from  cnvy^  her  Lucy's 
brighter  hopes  occafioned  a  painful 
^omparifon ;  and  we  cannot  be  lurprUed 
at  events  which  ouHelves  have  direfltrif. 
It  was  natural  for  Mils  Evans  tatrnvdler 
why  fir  William,  who  had  lb  longde^ 
iayed  the  promifed  gtft»  fliould  beflow 
It  juft  at  that  time ;  and  why  he»  who 
liad  been  generally  boftile  to  marriagej 
and  decidedly  averfe  to  Henryfs  fonkiing 
4iny  engagement  which  threatened  to 
deprive  him  of  his  fociety^  fliould  even 
fuggeft  a  plan  for  his  immediate  eftar 
bliflbment.  But  lady  Monteith  poflrfled 
the  clue  that  could  unravel  the  fecrets 
jof  the  labyrinth.  Her  obfervations  OQ^ 
Jirr  coufin's  (uanner  had  convinced  her^ 
that  he  was  no  longer  infenfible  of  her 
friend's  worth,  and  flie  afliduoufly  em- 
ployed all  her  in te reft  with  her  &ther 
10  expedite  his  intended  donation  to 
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r  delay  of  which  the  rightly  attributed 
:  prevention  of  a  defirable  union.  She 
1  once  intended  to  apply  to  the 
own  munificence  of  her  lord ;  buc 
r  iUnefs,  and  the  painful  events  which 
i  followed  and  preceded  it,  prevented 
ic  deCgn,  and  interrupted  her  nego- 
don  with  her  father.  She  renewed 
with  increafed  earncftnefs  upon  the 
ich  of  the  elder  Mr.  Powerfcourt; 

iac  length,  by  the  difcovery  of  her 
ley's  fecrety  won  his  cheerful  acqui- 

rncc*  **  I  never  thought,  my  dear," 
1  the  good  man,  <'  that  thofe  young 
people  had  a  liking  for  each  other. 
[  am  fure,  if  they  had  told  me  fo,  I 
liould  have  given  my  confent  im* 
mediately.    Why  did  they  keep  me 

10  the  dark  i  My  god-daughter  is  a 
very  difcreet  girl  -,  and  you  know  I 
can  fix  them  fo  near  me  thai  I  may 
Tee  Henry  every  day  which,  as  it  is 

£  4  *<  fitting 
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*'  fitting  you  fhould  give  up  moll  of 
'^  yoiir  time  to  your  htifband  and  chil- 
*'  dren,  is^  let  me  tell  you,  a  great 
'<  comfort  to  me.  I  always  was  afraid, 
'^  that  Henry  would  take  it  in  hn 
**  head  to  be  in  love  with  fome  of  your 
^'  London  ladies,  who  would  not  like 
^'  to  play  a  game  at  cribbage  to  divert 
'^  an  old  man  now  and  then ;  and  I 
"  thought  Lucy  never  intended  to 
''  marry,  not  hearing  of  her  having 
any  lover,  which  for  fuch  a  pretty 
modeft  girl  was  extraordinary.  WeU; 
I  muft  fay,  it  is  very  odd  that  they 
fhould  happen  to  like  each  other,  for 
«*  things  don't  often  happen  a$  we  wilh 
«*  they  fhould." 

Though  fir  William's  conftitutional 
habits  gave  a  flownefs  to  his  deliberations, 
nothing  could  be  more  rapid  than  his 
execution  of  any  plan  in  which  he  knew 
the  happinefs  of  a  fellow- creature  to  be 

involved. 
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involvecL  He  immediately  fent  for  b» 
le^ald  tnd  hb  attorney.  The  writingE 
Mre  forted  out,  the  deed  of  gift  drawn 
jp,  the  letter  written^  ahd  the  iheliehger 
fifpacdiedj  before  he  could  commit 
tttftlf  to  his  pillow  with  the  hope  of 
etjqying  a  comfortable  revifion  of  the 
sfbteediogs  of  the  paft  day.  Lady 
Monteith  could  fcarcely  reftrain  hiih 
\tKn  telling  his  little  god-daughter^  as 
lie  called  her>  after  dinner,  that  he  liked 
her  choice  very  well,  and  that,  if  Geral* 
fllie  had  told  him  fooncr  how  (he  had 
Szed  her  afiedtions,  Ihe  (hould  not  have 
been  kept  in  fufpence.  The  countefs 
iras  defirous  of  enjoying  the  refined 
plcafure  of  fccretly  difpenfing  good^ 
and  Ihe  wifhed,  that  an  explicit  avowal 
€a  die  part  of  Henry  fhoirid  precede 
the  detedtion  of  Lucy's  love. 

That  avowal  was  made   in   terms 
tqdally  honourable^  to  his  own  ingeou- 

E  5  ous 
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Otis  integrity^  and  lufpirious  fio  her  (a- 
cure  happincfs.  And  while  a  tear  ftole 
down  Gerakiinc's  cheek  at  her  ooufin's 
ioaprelBve  rccoUedioo  of  the  crent 
which  cooftrained  him  to  fubdue  an 
attachment  that  ^  grew  with  hit  grawAT 
and  mixed  itfclf  with  all  the  ftrong 
impreflioDs  that  ardent  youth  receive^ 
ihe  law  with  [dealiire  the.  fucceeding 
paragraph  pobt  out  the  merits  of  hb 
mature  choice  with  clear  difcrimination^ 
and  generoufly  prevent  the  confufion  of 
maiden  delicacy^  by  carefully  avoiding 
that  apparent  certainty  of  acceptance 
which  his  knowledge  of  the  (late  of  her 
heart  might  have  prompted  him  to 
aflfume. 

Mifs  Evans's  reply  announced  the  pa* 
ternal  fanflion  which  her  lover  had  (b- 
licited^  and  (he  added,  with  all  the  frank 
fihcerity  of  her  charafter,  a  confeflion 
of  the  cflccm  and  gratitude  (I  am  al- 

moft 
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snoft  afraid  (he  faid  tenderne/s  too) 
which  his  long-known  worth  had  in- 
ipired*  The  laws  by  which  we  vcftal 
£ftcrs  were  accuftomed  to  condud  our 
.  affairs  of  courtfliip  were  much  more 
^iftrrr  and  rcAiorfclefs,  and  better  cal« 

Ciliated  to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  the 

lex  than  thofe  which  the  prefent  race  of 
beauties  adopt. 

Then  love  could  live  on  flender  bountiesf 
Then  lovers  gallop'd  o'er  two  counties^ 
The  ball's  fair  partner  to  behold. 
And  humbly  hope  fhe  caught  so  cold* 

One  year  generally  clafpcd  before  the 
fuitor  could  prcfume  to  expe£b  a  direct 
reply  i  and  it  was  not  till  after  feven 
years'  pundual  attendance^  or  the  adual 
drawing  up  of  the  fliarnage-fettlcmchts, 
.chat  the  lady's  acknowledgment  of  rcci* 
procal  efteem  could  be  judified.  Some 
.hulbands,  my  cotemporarics,  have  de^ 
darcdj  that  the  trepidauons  of  doubt 

£  6  and^ 
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and  miecjr  icarcdy  &bfided  ttB-IMe 
of  the  oiodeni  4x>iipk  generally  begjuii 
I  0ieaiij  when  the  fiur  one  pronufes  tt 
the  flhar  to  be  her  gexxi  maB's  mudieii- 
able  propcrtj  <«  tiU  death  do  thm 
^  part/'  But  though  I  dibppMfMtmi^ 
the  remniciation  of  diis  decovona  ibn^ 
.ritjr  b  moft  inftancet*  I  am  inc&ied  tb 
permit  a  little  latitude'  w^n  ite  hiwr 
aftswith  the  integrity  of  a  Henry  Pow» 
erfcourt,  and  the  lady  poffiifea  line  on- 
affeded  prudeqce  of  a  Lucy  Evans,  To 
terminate^y  difiiifc  account  of  xhtt 
correfponaenccj  Lucy  repreflcd  her  lo- 
ver's hopes  of  a  fpeedy  union  by  ftat- 
ing  her  pre vjpus  refolution  of  fpendh% 
the  following  autumn  in  Scotland. 

*'  No,  my  lovcj**  bid  the  coun(eft» 
whole  attention  appeared  to  be  roafed 
by  the  conchifion  of  her  friend'k  c{ttflkj 
^  I  wiU  not  aQdw  you  to  make  fiich  a 
^  iacrifice.    Dca|4y  as  I  piize  yow  fi»- 

%  «  cicty» 
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*  cietfi  you    (hall  be  juft   to  prior 

*  claims*    I  fhall  not  be  wretched,  I 

*  mean  dull,  without  you.  I  will  fit 
■  under  my  favourite  beeches,  and  me- 
'  ditate  on  that  fair  portrait  of  connu- 
ft  bial  happinefs  which  you  and  your 
>  Henry  wiU  pre&nt.     He  has  been 

*  long  deprefled  in  his  fortunes  and 

*  croflfcd  in  his  hopes.    How  fhall  I 

*  rejoice  in  the  idea  of  his  being  at 

*  laft  poflcfled  of  the  independence  that 
^  he  fo  well  dcferves,  and  of  the  hap« 
^  pinefs  which  his  difpafEonace  judg«» 
^<  ment  beft  approves !  You  too,  my 
^  iMiy^  rich  in  every  domeftic  excel- 

*  knee  1  my  heart  rejoices  at  the  pro- 

^  ipe&  of  your  virtues  expanding  in  a 

^  Urger  fphere  -,  of  your  fortitude  and 

"  quiet  heroifm  receiving  its  merited 

^  rewafd*    I  will  not  be  the  means  of 

^  delaying  this  aufpicious  union  a  ftngle 

«  hour/* 

'i  But 


r 


I  f. 

\ 
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'*  But  as  my  fwain  fiifs  oothiogiipon 
*'  the  fcore  of  an  early  day»  or  fond 
^*  impacicncei  am  I  to  give  him  a  hint 
<^  that  I  expc&  fuch  flourifhes  ?  No  in* 
*^  deed ;  I  think  I  have  been  quite  frwak 
*'  enough  already,  and  fet  him  mow  il 
<*  eafe  than  any  lover  (I  mean  except 
*^  hi  mfelf)  ought  to  be.  .His  fitther^a 
*'  death  is  ^ery  recent;  and  I  know 
'<  his  fenfe  of  propriety  will  prtirenC 
'*  him  from  propofing  marriage  at  pre- 
*'  fcnt.     Let  me  then,  by  (howing  that 
<<  I  do  not  expeft  ir,  convince  him  that 
•*  I  can  imitate  the  vfrtucs  I  revere. 
<<  What !  but  one  faint  fmile,  Geral- 
**  dine>  at  that  declaration  ?  I  expefted 
'^  to  have  heard  fome   pretty  allufion 
•*  to  fir    Charles    Grandifonj    or    to 
"  the  *  Phoenix,  that  fole  bird/  Can* 
^'  not  you  recoUeft  fome  little  (hade  in 
•*  Henry's  character  ?  his  purple  coat, 
f^  for  inftance,  which  diverted  you  fo 

(<  much 
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*  much  two  years  ago.  But  perhaps 
'*  you  truft  to  time  to  abate  the  ro- 
-'  nance  of  my  fcntimentSj  or  mcn- 
='  tally  quote  the  anfwer  to  your  own 
^-  conundrMiDj  ^  why  marriage  is  like  a 
^-  microfcope  ?'«—  ^  becaufe  it  difcovers 
^  little  blemiflies/ 

^<  It  is  happy/'  faid  the  countefs, 
^  when  there  are  only  litde  blemifhcs 
^  n>  difcover.  I  will  no  longer  refufe 
^«  your  fociety,  my  dear  playful  friend  ; 
^  but  I  accept  it  upon  one  condicionj 
"  that  I  may  put  a  poftfcript  to  your 
"  ktter  to  Henry/* 

"  If  you  will  promife  to  fay  nothing 
f<  as  coming  from  me«" 

The  councefs  gave  her  word  to  the 
contraryj  and  then  added  the  following 
lines: 

«•  I  have  confented  to  take  your 
"  dearer  felf  to  Scotland,  in  (lopes  that 
^  the  ftrong  attra£tion  will  compel  you 

"  to 


^  to  give  us  the  additiooal  pkM§aift  ttF 
«c  your  company;  I  would  tell  yon  tbW 
«<  I  rejoice  at  your  propo&b  co  my 
*<  Lucy^  but  words  tre  lb  imMk^utce  to 
^  my  feelings  ditt  I  muft  refer  you  ti» 
«'  your  knowledge  of  my  chafiAbr  tf» 
^*  eftimace  the  fincerity  of  ny  tnoC' 
*<  ports.  May  you  be  at  lii^>{iy  u  yoiv 
^  mutual  Tirtoes  d^nre^  MeflU  i»kft 
«^  healdi,  peace,  and  every  worldly  omU^ 
^'  fort  I  Thereir  an  event  (O  how  my 
'*  filial  heart  abjures  the  impending 
<'  evil!)  which  willemble  me  to  gii^ 
«^  my  valued  friend  ftronger  marka  Of 
<*  efteem  and  gratitude  than  ideSeftuat 
*<  wiOies^  by  fuIfiUing  a  promHe  cvtr 
*«  facrec)  to 

« 

^   GBaALDINB  MONTfiiTliW* 
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CHAP.    XXXV. 

»Is  tngbc  Co  fair 
Mn  aH  the  dewy,  landfcapn  of  the  fpring^ 
la  the  bright  eye  of  Hcfper*  or  the  morn^ 
,Ia  Danire*t  faireft  forme,  it  aught  fa  fair 
As  virtoont  friendiliip  f 

Akiiiiii>i» 

fo  event  happened  immediately  after 
If  Heroine^s  return  to  Scotland  that 
iferves  to  be  recorded.  Though  Mift 
vans'a  conTiftion  that  fome  concealed 
trow  preyed  tipon  her  amiable  friend's 
Ind,  was  the  fecret  caufe  of  her  accom- 
inyin^  her^  (he  rightly  judged  that  ic 
u  of  a  fpecies  which  would  receive 
I  diminution  from  participacionj  and 
jcrefore  forbore  to  intrude  upon  the 
i&ity  of  woe.  She  contented  herfelf 
di  employing  the  (lores  of  her  well- 
cultivated 
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cultivated  mind,  and  the  emanations  of 
her  fportive  fancy,  to  alleviate  the  de- 
je6Vion  which  admitted  not  of  cure* 
Her  anxious  defire  to  amufe  her  penfive 
companion  fometime^  made  her  cheer- 
fulnefs  more  redundant  than  agreed 
with  her  natural  charafter.  But  lad/ 
Monteith's  perfuafionj  that  the  funfliine 
of  her  profpe6ts  gave  a  *  more  feftal 
gaiety  to  her  fpirits,  prevented  her  from 
perceiving  that  her  Lucy's  vivacity  wu 
more  fymptomatic  of  affiduous,  anxious 
friendfhipj  than  expreflive  of  the  calm 
fatisfaftion  of  heartfelt  happinefs. 

The  countefs  fometimes  drew  a  pa- 
rallel between  her  friend's  (icuation  and 
her  own,  and  her  heart  funk  at  the 
chilling  contraft.  How  bright  the  ra- 
diance of  love  purified  by  efteem  1  How 
mild  the  luftre  of  equal  minds  humble 
but  not  contrafted  fortunes,  fimilar 
taftes,    and    moderate    dcfires!    How 

blank 
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:-  were  her  own  views  !  Not  the 
DtroUed  poflfcflion  of  an  extenfiTe 
lint  not  the  ponnp  and  fuperiority 
jdal  greatnefsy  cloud-capped  moun- 
crowned  with  forefts  of  pinCj  lakes 
dded  with  verdant  iflands,  and 
k1  with  odoriferous  (hrubs^  could 
afford  her  any  pleafure.     The  fpa- 

manGoni  the  numerous  eftablifh- 
'9  feemed  but  mementos  of  their 
z  lord.  Even  the  fociety  of  her 
f  children  could  not  give  the  ex« 
d  confolation.  They  fpoke  and 
*d  like  their  faithlefs  father^  and 
rear  of  anguifli  mingled  with  the 

of  maternal  rapture. 
he  correTpondence  of  Fitzofborne 
ied  no  fatisfaftory  intelligence.  If 
fetter  announced  a  plan  which  ic 
loped  might  detach  him  from  Mrs. 
tj,  the  next  epiftle  proclaimed  its 
Cj  and  only  detailed  foiAe  muti* 

laced 
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lated  converfacrons  which  implied  a 
more  total  alienaicfon  of  hia  ]ordllii|ira 
aflTcdions  than  the  writer  thought  k  was 
prudent  to  comnumicace*  Her  iMrfiil 
eyes  fixed  upon  diefe  pmcotarf^  ud 
pafled  over  with  cold  and  vacant  gaae 
the  compliments  whidi  Edward  ad^ 
drefied  to  her  perfon^  mind,  and  OMi* 
du6t.  She  fcarccly  obfervcd  even  dio 
fympaihy  that  he  exprelTed  fer  her  lif> 
ferings  ;  and  the  advice  he  gptvc  her  to 
detach  her  afie^Uons  from  a  oaaik  'who 
he  feared  would  never  agai*  return  her 
tendernefs,  was  reje£ted  with  a  coavio- 
tion  that  it  was  imprafticable. 

The  frequency  of  lady  Monteith's  re* 
ceiving  letters  in  a  male  cbarafter  vrry 
diflimilar  to  her  lord's  at  length  excked 
Mifs  Evans's  curiofity ;  and  it  even  role 
to  anxiety  upon  perceiving,  that  they 
were  always  rcferved  for  a  private  pe- 
rufaL     Her   aaemion,    thus   cafually 

fixed» 
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^,  was  continually  revived  by  fome 
li  myftery  which  every  poll-day  re- 
lecL     The  councefs  fccoied  almoft: 
ffolly  ifopaucnt  till  the  mail  arrived  ; 
LIfaqy  company  were  prefent  at  the 
fiding  of  the  horn,  ihe  always  made 
flA  cxcule  to  leave  the  room.     More 
ilB  once  t^cy  perceived  her  feled  the 
^;g  of  this  favoured  corrcfpondent, 
4  retire  to  read  it,  while  even  her 
nd'^tlay  unopened.    Yet  they  appear* 
c^jatbcr  to  increafe  her  melancholy 
in  to  relieve  it :  and  conftantly,  after 
mag  ihut  herielf  in  her  own  apart- 
nttO'anfwertbem,  her  face' bore  un- 
psncal  marks  of  having  been  bathed 


J^Wiinaag  to  fatisfy  her  doubts  by 
Aeffc  mcMS,  and  unable  to  purfuc 
qf^pbuL  of  raillery  or  playful  artifice 
ifmbatr  (he  feared  was  a  very  ferious 
hucy  deeer-mined  to  give  her 

friend 
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friend  an  impreflivc  hint  of  a  very  ap- 
parent impropriety  s  but  anfortuiittely 
the   interference   of  the    Evans's  was 
always  fo  ill-timed  as  rather  co  aflift 

than  to  fruftrate  Fitzolborne*s  diabolical 
views.    In  reply  to  a  letter  ia  which  the 
countefsj  like  the  artlefs  placable  Def- 
demona^  had  profefled  that  ic  was  im-' 
poflfible  for  her  affcAions  ever  to  chai^ 
their  objcd^  Edward    announced    the 
welcome  tidings  of  her  lord's  (peedy  re- 
turn.     The  merit  of  this  reformation 
was»    however,  wholly  owing   to    his 
friendly   monitor's    contrivance.      He 
had  cut  out  that  part  of  Geraldine's 
letter   which  contained  thofe  afiedUiig 
exprcfllons  of  inviolable  atuchment,  and. 
pretending^  that  it  was  addrefled  to  one 
of  her    London  correfpondents^  with 
whom  he  was  intimate^  he  had  ihewn 
it  to  lord  Monteithy  and  fo  ftrongly^ 
worked  up  his  feelings  of  compunftion 

and 
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I  fliame,  that  a  rupture  with  Mrs. 
rky  was  the  confequence;     Fitzof- 
ne  regretted^  that  he  was  not  likely 
wttoefs  the  reconciliation  which  he 
I  ib  anzioufly  laboured  to  promote  ; 
;  the  Minifter  had  juft  given  an  ab- 
ite  promife  in  his  £ivour,  and  his 
g  experience  of  courtly  forgetfulnefs 
mnced  him  of  the  poficive  ncceffity 
reviving  recollection  by  conitant  at- 
idance*    He  however  added,  that  if 
friend  (hould  not  be  in  a  defirable 
te  of  mind  when  he  left  London,  be 
mid  renounce   all  his  hopes  of  an 
ablifhment  rather  than  rifk  the  (la- 
icjr  of  recent  refolutions  by  leaving 
iij  during  his  long  journey,  to  the 
ggeftions  of  his  wayward  fancy. 
An  exclamation,  or  rather  fhriek  of 
rprize  and  tranfport,  which  followed 
€^peru(al  of  this  letter,  drew  Mifs 

vans  into  the  countefs's  chamber.  She 

found 


r 


flew  to  a: 
Monteith, 
falts, "  I  5 
<«  has  ov< 
«  myfclf 
«  pofcd." 
drew, 

Contrar 
Monteith  < 

was  rccov< 
but  her  ma 
portant  eve 
which  relu 
icantv  ^it&r 
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lught  heart,  (he  told  her  friend 
liejr  fliould  icon  have  a  welcome 
Ml  to  their  party  in  the  company 
rd  Monceithy  and  perhaps  Mr. 
!borae  alfo. 

fincerely  rejoice  in  my  lord's  rcr 
1/'  £ud  Mifi  Evans ;  '<  but  I 
light  his  friend  was  fully  occupied 
er  in  attending  the  Minifter's 
tti  or  in  difcharging  the  duties  of 
office  which  you  told  me  his  lord* 
f%  intcrell  would  procure  him." 
le  will  facrifice  every  thing  to  the 
ire  of  proving  his  fincere  attach- 
It  to  me,"  fatd  lady  Monteith, 
iich  engroflfed  by  the  lively  pafllon 
idtude  to  attend  to  the  caution 
I  ihe  had  hitherto  ufed  upon  the 
k'of  her  correfpondence  with  Ed* 

irmed  at  thefe  exprefTions,  Mifs 
s  perfevered  in  a  curiofity  which 
L»  111.  F  (be 


f 
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Ibe  would  have  rcprobated^poD  any 
other  occifion;  and  Geraldine,  drawn 
,  by  her  interrogatories  to  be  more  ex- 
plicit than  (be  at  firft  defigncd,  at  length 
confided  the  whole  llory  of  her  latent 
fbrrows.  She  fpoke  the  prclent  feel- 
ings of  her  heart  j  and  though  (he  fup- 
pofcd  it  ftill  attuned  to  gcnUe  cornpU* 
cency  and  forgiving  fwcetnefs,  djftrcfs 
had  for  fome  time  prevented  her  from 
engaging  in  her  cuftomary  duty  of  felf- 
cxaminadon ;  and  the  indignant  (enfa- 
tions  of  (lighted  beauty,  and  offended 
defcrt,  gave  an  air  of  refcntmetit  to 
hfir  narrative  of  her  hirfband's  perfidy, 
which  the  limited  merit  of  iiis  relu^ant 
return  ami  irrelblutc  repentance  cauM 
not  I'ubdue.  She  hal^cned  from  ihii 
painful  fubjcfb  u>  the  more  pleafing 
theme  of  Fitzofborne's  difccrnmcnt, 
zeal,  and  fidelity;  his  refined  delicacy, 
corxe^iudgot^ot,  and  all  the  capacious 
pjMRrs  of  his  exalted  foul. 

"  Poffibly 
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-  ^<  Poffibljf  Ik  may  mean  well,'*  ob- 
lerved  Mifs  Evans,  after  having,  with 
marked  attention,  twice  read  Fitzof- 
home's  letter.     Surprized  at  a  fuggcf- 
doii  wkich  feemeddeBcientof  her  ufual 
candour,  lady  Monteith  replied,  that' 
die   biegrity  coidd   not  be   doubtfur 
which  (poke  by  the  mod  noble  aAions. 
•«  What,"  faid  (he,  "  but  difintcreftcd 
^  virtue  could  thus  direA  his  unwearied ' 
«c  aflUuity  to  attempt  the  reftoracion  of 
^  my  domeftic  happinefi  V 

:  ^  There  is  a  myftery  in  this  bufi. 
•?  ncfi,"  continued  Lucy,  •«  which  I 
<f  cannoc  penetrate.  It  is  to  me  aftonilh- 
^  ingy  that  lord  Monteith,  after  havii^ 
^  been  feveral  years  your  happy  huf- 
^'band,  ihould,  unfolicited  and  ielf- 
<«  feduced,  abandon  you  for  a  woman^ 
**  whole  weak  pretenfions  to  his  notice 
*'  muft  arife  from  fbrne  faint  tranfcript 
^<  of  that  intelligent  beauty  which  ani- 

F  2  <^  mates 


i 
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«<iiiatts  your   OMlMMUttK^ '  d^ 
<'  cootempcible  iimttfioii«  of  ite  |ilfM 
«'wit  which-  inadiatei  ^oor  MttMr« 
«f  £0190."       :    •  .     .T  i:,4    '-        1 

«  My  detr  iecluded  fiktMH**  i^ytrf 
die  CQODtefi^'  ^ kaowt  oodno^'^oCiiio 
*f  corrupt  ouoDcn  of  the  HBfidii  -oE 
^the  echt  which  gentril  opmkmM^- 
^caches  to  novelty,' of . the  cielefaikf' 
*'  which  is  ofteoer  Ihared  by  ccccocri*' 
^  city  and  a  bold  defiance  of  deeomoiy 
^  than  awarded  to  real  defert*'*    »  ■     :     ' 

<^  Truc^"  fiiid  Lucy  5  .*'  happily iboth 
*'  for  my  temper  and  my  hearty  1  am' 
*\  ignorant  of  the  manners  .you  deferibe.  * 
<^Buc  how  could  lord  Monteith*  fee* 

* 

<f  this  Mrs.  Harley  ?  A  womaa  of  her 
*^  defcription  muft  be  a  ftrangcr.to  the 
«< parties  he  would  frequent:  I  meaft, 
^^  while  he  continued  unfeduced  by  the  * 

*«  allurements  of  vice."         j 

Lady^' 
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Lady  Monteith  obfenred;  that  though 
vomch  of  charaAer  never  viflted  cour- 
cezans  $  yet  unlefs  they  were  very  low, 
or  very  audacious^  the  latter  always  ap- 
peared in  public  places;  and  if  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  fafhion  was  annexed  to 
diexn,  either  on  account  of  their  own 
wit  and  elegance^  or  for  the  rank  or 
talents  of  their  admirers,  gentlemen  felt 
themfelvcs  not  difgraced  by  being  fcen 
in  their  parties.  It  was,  therefore,  very 
poflible  tor  her  lord  to  fee  Mrs.  Harley 
fufficiently  to  be  allured  by  her  perfon 
and  converfation^  without  his  frequent- 
ing any  fcencs  unbecoming  his  rank  or 
injurious  to  his  reputation. 

-  Lucy  (ighed  at  the  relaxed  manners 
^hich  feemed  to  uiher  in  the  triumphs 
of' relaxed  principles.  But  her  fufpi- 
cions  of  Ibme  nefarious  proceedings 
on  the  part  of  Ficzolborne  were  not 
yet  entirely  removed.     «'  I  mull  then,** 

F  3  faid 


/ 
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^id  (he,  '<  fuppofe  my  lord  quite 
.^'  changed  s  but  ftili  I  know  you  arc 
y  the  fame*  Your  feeling  bearc  ^Hl 
'<  not  allow  you  to  e^imate  the  degree  of 
/^  regard  which  you  fhould  bear  to  the 
*<  huiband  of  your  youth  and  the  father 
«(  of  your  children  by  the  cold  plea  of  dc* 
^*  fcrt.  Your  forgivenefs  would  oiitftep 
*^  hU  folicitations  i  and  every  ttmc  yon 
*<  fpokc  or  wrote  to  him,  the  (entiments 
<<  of  your  full- fraught  heart  would  give 
*^  a  dignified  tcndcrnefs  to  your  exprei^ 

<'  Hons  remote  from  reproach,  and  bet* 
^<  ter  calculated  to  awaken  compunftioo. 
<<  How  came  it,  my  love,  that  this  fuf* 
^*  fering  gentlcnefsi  exerted  at  Powerf* 
<^  court,  or  the  affectionate  letters  that 
'^  you  have  written  to  him  Gnce  you 
'<  have  been  here,  have  had  no  effeA  2 
^'  but  that  the  mighty  good  (hould  at 
«•  length  be  accompliflied  by  the  fkilful 
^^  contrivance  and   artful  interpofiiion 

"of 
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^^  of  Mr.  Fhzoiborne  i  Has  he  a  greater 
''influence  over  your  hulband  than 
^  you  could  acquire  i  You>  who  are  (b 
^  much  incerefted  to  ekert  tne  refiftlefs 
-^  power  of  your  many  invincible 
<*  charms  !  How  diOimilar  muft  lord 
**  Montcith's  charader  be  from  what  ic 
M  appears  r* 

:  Grraldine  pleaded^  that  people  ar^ 
differently  diipofcd  at  difierent  times ; 
yrid  that  (imilar  adions  and  fencimcncs 
frequently  fail  of  producing  corrrfpond* 

tot  cfi^s.;  and  (he  accounted  for  the 
i^icfficacy  of  her  pen  by  awnin^^,  chat 
(he  had  only  writccn  ihort  and  in  tome 
f9it  formal  letters  to  her  lord  fincc  her 
ifturn  10  Scotland.  ^*  No  lunger  able/' 
6id  lhe«  ^*  to  pour  forth  my  whole 
^  heart,  I  was  glad  of  fome  extraneous 

**  fubjeftwhichwouldoccupy  the  vacant 
••page." 

F  4  •«  And 
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<*  And  how  did  you  then  hope  CD  re^ 
*<  claim  him  ?''   ioqutred  Lucy,     f^  I 

*<  Ihould  think  that  if  he  perceived  any 
*'  coldnefs  in  your  manner  he  would 
**  turn  that  difcovery  into  an  apology 
**  for  his  behaviour.*'  *      ' 

*^  I  could  not  help  the  conftniAion 
<<  he  might  put  upon  my  letters.    Soi^* 
V  row  cannot  be  diffuie,  unlefs  where 
"  It  may  unbofom  its  woes/'. 

<<  Did  you  not  write  at  large  to  Mr* 
'•  Fitzolborne  ?" 

**  I  did.  He  knew  my  fecret^  and 
**  in  his  interpofirion  was  my  only 
«  hope.'' 

*<  Do  women  of  fafhion,  my  Geral* 
*'  dine,  countenance  one  another  in  the 
**  cuftom  of  having  male  confidants  as 
*'  well  as  male  attendants  ?'' 

**  There  is.  a  little  pique,"  thought 
the  countcfs,  <^  in  that  oblervation  ;  but 
"  fricndfliip  warm  as  my  Lucy's  is  very 

*'  fuf- 
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**  fufcrptible,  and  I  will  not  rcfcnt  her 
•*  well-meant  acrimony/' 
'  - «  Be  affufed/'  faid  fhe,  clafping  Mifs 
Evans's  hand  with  a  fmile  of  tender 
iwcetnefij  "  that  accident  alone  gave 
^  him  poflcflion  of  what  prudence 
••  taught  me  to  conceal  from  you/'  She 
then  related  the  principle  particulars  of 
What  pafled  in  lord  Monteich's  drefTing- 
room  at  Powerfcourt:  but  though  all 
her  communications  were  intended  to 
place  Fitzolborne  in  a  fairer  point  of 
Ticw,  the  fufpicious  Lucy  only  difco-* 
▼ered  increafing  myftery,  if  not  abfoluce 
doi^city. 

''It  is  plain,''  faid  (he,  in  reply  to 
hdy  Monteith's  narrativcj  <'  that  Fitof- 
V  borne  early  knew  of  your  lord's  in^ 
^  conftancy.  It  is  plain  too>  that  hc^ 
**  has  all  along  been  alTured  that  he. 
^'  pofleffes  a  confiderable  influence  over 
M  hit  mind.  Your  admirable  conduct/ 
«  F  5  **  niy 
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<<  my  GeraldiM»  bag  .coavioccd  tha 
<<  worlds  that,  though  your  huibwd'i 
<^  paflions  arc  hafty  and  iaipctUQUS» 
«<  they  may  be  direAed  by  gentle  mk* 
<*  oagement,  U  ic  not  wooderfi)!  (hco, 
<^  that  all  Mn  Fitzpfborne's  boaftcd  pc« 
«^  netratioDj  judgment^  and  ic)£<om» 
^<  mand,  (hould  not  have  ftruclc  at  cht . 
*^  root  of  thi$  fatal  cooneQion  befbto 
<<  it  was  confirmed  by  habit ;  or  that  it 
«*  fhould  continue  fo  long,  after  he  had 
<*  fet  all  his  acknowledged  abilities  to 
^  work  for  its  annihilarion,  when  he 
<*  had  him  to  bimfclf  too>  with  unin« 
<<  tcrropted  power  to  a£t  as  he  thought 
•«  moft  expedient  ?*' 

<<  But  he  has  fucceeded  at  kit,**  ob« 
ierved  the  countc(s>  rather  fretted  than 
convinced  by  the  evident  drift  of  her 
friend's  converfation. 

^<  He  has :  but  how  i  By  means  in* 
^  compatible  with  the  frank  iogefiu^ 

**  ouiheis 
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'^  onfiiefi  of  your  charaftcr,  and  whicli 

'••  oroft  dthcr  ful^eA  you  to  the  apprc- 

■••  henfion  of  your  lord's  difcovcry  of  a 

'^  premeditated  fraud,  or  force  you  to 

^^  confefs  that^  defpairing  of  your  own 

^'  influence!  ^  you    have   applied  to   a 

"*  knight-errant  for  aflfiftance.     Only 

^  confider  too^  how  inadequate  are  the 

^  means,  if  the  viftory  were  indeed  (o 

*•  difficult.     Did  lord  Montcith  doubt 

- «»  your  afirftion,  your  conftancy,  your 

•^  fbrgivcneis  ?    Who     infpired    thofc 

i«  doobta  ?  Or  how  came  it,  that  yoiif 

■*  champion's  ebquence  couNi  not  did 

*  pel  them  ?  But  I  perceive  I  diftrefs 

••  you,  my  Geraldine.    Pity,  love,  and 

**  admiration  for  you,  are  the  predo^ 

^  miMnc  feelings  of  my  foul,  which 

*<  exults  in  your  brightening  profpeAs\» 

**  SeCf  fer  once  I  tranfgrefs  againft  my 

m  ufiial-  abftcmioufnefs:  this   glafs  of 

^XfauBpagnc  isj    to  the  ipeedy  and 

f 
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*'  happy  return  of  the  agreeable  lord 
*'  Monteith.  You  pledge  me^  I  know, 
'^  in  that  fentiment.  I  have  noc^  how- 
*'  everj  quite  finiflied  it,  Obferirewhac 
**  foUows:— But  no  Fitzofbornc  with 
r  him/' 

The  counteisy  fmiling,  wiped  a  ftait* 
ing  tear.     ^<  I  perceive/'  thought  ihe» 
*^  whence  Lucy's  prejudices  agaioft  this 
*^  amiable  man  arife.    Her  &ther  fuC> 
<^  pedis  him  of  infidelity.     It  is  a  pity, 
<^  indcedj  that  he  does  not  add  the  luftre 
^^  of  piety  to  his  acknowledged  virtues  ; 
«<  but  it  ii  more  unfortunate^  when  re-i^ 
*<  ligion  gives  its  champions  a  tindture 
«*  of  bigotry  and  cenforioufnefs/*    Her 
children,  entering  the  room  at  that  mo* 
inentj  made  the  images  of  Fitzofbornc 
and  his  opponents  yield  to  the  tender 
recolledlion  of  their  returning  father. 

That  much-dcfired  event  fpeedily 
took  placCj  and  received  an  additional 
recommendation  frogi    its   happening 

foontr 
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.  fixmer  than  even  lady  Monteich's  cal-. 
culttions  judged  to  be  poflibie.  Her 
.lord  met  her  with  a  glow  of  tenderncls, 
which  quickly  made  her  trembling  agi- 
.tadon  yield  to  the  moft  delightful  com- 
jxifure^  while  Lucy's  fympathetic  bofom 
fwelled  with  graceful  rapture.  She 
turned  her  head  afide  to  utter  a  prayer 
fiir  the  continuance  of  this  renewed  af« 
frAion,  and  perceived  that  allhtt  wifhcs 
were  not  fulfilled.  Fitzofborne  was  of 
the  party.  He  made  her  a  mod  pro- 
found bow.  An  abrupt  curtefy  was  her 
leturn,  as  (he  glided  by  him  to  her  own 
apartment. 

«*  It  is  but  fufpicion,**  faid  flie  to 
hcrfelf,  driving  to  calm  her  agitated 
thoughts  J  ^^  and  I  am  certainly  very 
^  wrong  in  ailing  upon  it  as  if  it  were 
**  certainty.  I  think  I  fee  invidious 
f  guile  in  every  feature  of  his  counte- 
![f  mncet    Yet  fgppofing  my  conjee- 


ft..  i« 


«  turc 
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«  ture  right,  ia  it  prudent  for  me  to 
"  put  him  upon  his  guard,  by  fbowing 
«  him  that  I  didike  him  ?  I  (hall  be  bet- 
"  tcr  able  to  warn  my  friend  of  his  de- 
"  pravity,  by  at  leaft  appearing  to  n- 
■*  ccive  that  imprcffion  which  he  chufa 
••  to  give  me  of  his  charafter." 

Mifs  Evans's  natural  fincprity,  and 
the  ardour  of  her  attachment  to  the 
countcfs,  prevented  her  from  purfuing 
the  line  of  conduit  which  flic  had  prc- 
fcribcd.  As  her  ftrong  fcnfe  and  ex- 
tenfive  reading  enabled  her  eafily  to 
detcft  the  fallacious  fophifms  which 
Fitzoftornc  pafled  upon  his  more  partial 
or  lefs  difcerning  auditors ;  fo  her  frank 
ingenuoufnefs,  undifguifed  by  the  habits 
of  polifhed  life,  heightened  by  her  early 
imprinted  reverence  for  facrcd  truths, 
and  her  anxious  apprchenGons  for  the 
fecurity  of  her  beloved  Geraldinc,again(l 
whom  Ihe  law  that  the  iafciaai  ariiUtrf 
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chiefljr  direftedj  fcarcely  allowed 
CO  confine  her  indignation  within 
bounds  which  her  unaflFcAed  pro- 
tCf  of  manners  would  otherwifc  have 
erved.    But  violence  generally  de« 
H  its  own  intentions.    The  horror 
conceived  agsunft  Fitzofborne's  fup« 
eddefigns  induced  her  to  view  his 
Tf  word  and  adlion  wich  fufpicion : 
I  her  eagernefs  to  convifl:  him  not 
frequently  produced  a  falfe  accufa- 
Ob  of  which  lady  Monteith's  anxiety 
clear  the  wounded  honour  of  her 
(nd  conftantly  took  advantage. 
The  refulty  therefore,  of  this  vigilant 
ildny  was  not  what  Lucy  hoped  ic 
^i|ld  be.     GcraldinCj  inftead  of  being 
ovinced  that  ihe  harboured  a  bofom- 
^Wor^  law  in  the  friend  of  her  earty 
Mlh  wothcrinftance  of  the  ufual  efFedts 
*  «  fibcluded  way  of  life,  pertinacity  of 
liuoQ  wd  auftcrity  of  manoers. 

The 
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The  reconciliation  of  the  (arl  and  bis 
countefsy  though  apparendf  cordial, 
was  not  attended  with  that  tranquil  con* 
fidence  which  preceded  the  difitftrooi 
period  of  his  lordfliip's  enormities.  He 
leemed  to  feel  degraded  by  the  virtues 
of  his  wife.  He  difcovered  reproach  in 
her  obfervations,  and  feverity  in  her 
conduft.  No  longer  able  to  Batter 
himfcif  with  the  hope  that  his  fzvHx$ 
were  not  trumpeted  to  the  winds,  he 
fometimes  conftnied  her  behaviour  into 
contempt  and  indiiFcrence ;  and  though 
the  exquifite  anguiih  which  that  idea 
caufcd  might  have  told  him  that  a  tran- 
(icnt  infatuation  cannot  difplace  rooted 
regard,  he  always  fancied  that  he  could 
retort  fcorn  with  fcorn ;  and  as  his  de* 
cifions  and  a£lions  followed  each  other 
with  rapid  pace,  he  foon  determined 
to  relinquifh  that  tendernefs  of  manner 
which  compunction  had  impofed  on  his 

firft 
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firft    rcturo,   and    which  he  thought, 

had  too  much  the  air  of  felf-accu(ation 

ID  futt  the  dignity  of  a  hu(band's  cha- 

.  rafter*   She,  on  the  other  hand,  though 

jifliired  by  Fitzofborne  that  the  breach 

■  .with  Mrs.  Harley  was  irreconcileable, 

l'  could  not  reprels  her  fears,  left  a  heart 

~  .which  once  had  wandered  might  be  again 

JDthrallcd.      It  was  plain  that  Fitzof- 

l>ornc.  had  the  fame  apprehcnfion.     His 

-  vific  to  Monceith  proved,  that,   to  ufe 

=^'  his  own  words,  **  his  friend  was  not  in 

^  fuch  a  defirable  ft  ate  of  mind  as  to 

c.   M  permit  his  dependance  upon  the  fta- 

^  ^  bility  of  recent  refolutions/'    Thus 

i  l^ravated,  Geraldine's  dread  of  eftrang* 

y^-  log  her  hufl}and  by  her  behaviour,  or 

^   QviDg  him  an  excufe  for  future  infide^ 

"^  Hff^ .  fkr  exceeded    the  bounds  which 

iflSrdion  alone  would  have  prefcribed  s 

>   iDd  her  manner  had  an  air  of  reftraint 

.  *  which 
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which  the  incrcafing  gloom  of  her  loni'i 
did  not  relieve. 

Be  fide  the  accufaiions  of  confcirnccv 
Momciih's  foul  struggled  with  other' 
■  furrows.  His  initiation  into  the  mylte^' 
rics  of  the  gaming-  houfcs  had  been  i> 
icndtd  by  leverc  loffes  j  and  while  rhe 
extravjgancc  of  a  mercenary  courtrzdt 
bad  tici  n  lupplicd  with  the  fums  appr*, 
priatcil  to  his  tradclincn,  he  hatl  mil 
fied  his  debts  of  hun»ir  hy  grun'iog; 
annuities  upon  his  cHate  M  that  tirt  cf 
harpies  who  ijlory  in  the  wealth  M/tiicft 
they  have  acquiretl  by  adminiilcring  ti 
the  vices  ot  mankind.  For  the  Atft 
-time  fince  his  marriage,  the  enrl  wal 
informed  by  hia  ftcward,  that  the  yearly 
expenditure  wcrtjid  greatly  exi-ced  hk 
rent-roll.  Impatient  of  enduring  the 
blame  of  any  fault  which  he  could 
transfer  to  another,  he  determined  t6 
place  this  defalcation  to  the  fums  wliich 
Udy 


ujc  11  cm  crci.Liuii2i  ai  jaiiics'iuwii, 
which  flic  had  amuftril  herfclf 
g  his  abfcncc.  He  read  her  a 
ledlure  of  ceconocny  }  reprobated 
urn  for  expcnfivc  alterations  s  and 
icdj  that  it  would  be  the  means  of 
ifUiog  him  to  leave  the  feat  of  his 
tors*  Thefc  reproofs  were  new, 
^Ui(jbd  by  the  pretence  of  providing 
lis  ion's  education,  and  ill-cimed : 
dying  upon  hi^  wonccd  liberality, 
kjinc  had  not  only  endeavoured  to 
Tf  her  mind  by  fome  expenfiye 
ions  in  the  park,  but  had  alfo  fet 
IK  ibmc  new  charitable  infticutions 
k  her  benevolent  heart  could  not 
ioo  without  feeling  the  moft  lively 
1^  Forgetting,  or  perhaps  want- 
ibrdcude  to  ufe  the  guiding  clue 
luch  (he  had  formerly  been  accuf- 

tomed 
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tomcd  to  iofloeooe  bis  opiinoii%  frtM* 
.ttinpted  to  rcmooftraif/  biiC«M.fiM|i 
fiknced  by  a  reply  which  bcf  •  tafcMtJ 

fpiriu  could  not  fif>poru  •  Skcrdmi^ 

in  tears*  •    '        .     •  ' 

The  reader  will  not  believe  duu  Fia> 
ofborne  had  been  finoere  in  hn  wifliii^ 
of  aflfcfting  an  endre  recohciliatioik  '  1c^ 
anfwered  his  purpof^  to  bring  the  cM 
back,  freed  from  his  connexion  iiriti 
Mrs.  HarlfV}  he  had  performed  tfaik 
undcrrakingi  and  taught  the  counted, 
that  (he  owed  him  an  indelible  debt 
of  gratitude.  He  now  generally  feft 
his  lordfhip  to  that  mifery  which  tdvA 
be  the  natural  eSed  of  a  perturbed  coo* 
fcience  and  perplexed  circumftancei 
upon  a  mind  which  wanted  wifdom  tb 
plan  and  fortitude  to  perfevere  in  a 
fydem  of  oeconomical  retrenchmenf^  or 
to  cfiace  error  by  fincere  repentance* 
He  iaw  with  pleafure  the  gay,  careleffS 

generous 
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OHS  carl  of  Monteich,  become 
iy,  abfenCj  fnorofe*  and  penurious. 
iw  coo»  that  the  bottle  was  con« 
jT  applied  to,  not  as  formerly,  to 
a  auxiliary  to  mirth,  but  as  an 
\  to  Glcnce  care.  Affc£tion  could 
oger  bind  the  heart  of  Geraldine 
*h  a  partner.     Continual  provoca« 

nuft  weaken  the  claims  of  duty ; 
there  needed  nothing  more  than 
lifflfelf  Ihould  exhibit  the  full  effedfc 
turaft,  by  a  difplay  of  the  virtues 
oppoiite  to  Monceich's  vices,  and 
oceed  in  his  dcfign  of  enfeebling 
owcr  of  religious  principles,  to  ren* 
the  unfufpefting  countcfs  his  cafy 
Her  oppofition  to  what  (he 
JM  the  extreme  rigidity  of  fome  of 
Evans's  opinions,  and  her  tacit 
efcence  with  ievcral  of  his  tenets^ 
Aced  him,  that  he  had  made  a 
krable  progrcls.     He  continued 

filent 
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lUeac  upon  the  fubjeft  of  ber  lord's  con- 
daSt,  An  air  of  pity  and  refped, 
minglcrd  with  the  unirorm  aciention  of 
his  manner,  fpoke  ft  language  far  plainer 

than  words. 


^■.' 
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CHAP.   XXXVI. 

'.  I  iMit  wlicB  Vice  can  Mt  her  argnmenlft 
.  And  Virtnt  his  no  tongue  to  cbtck  her  pride. 

MiLTOir. 

ff 

m 

[  HAVE  already  obfervcd^  that  Mi(a 
Evam*s  impctuofiry  was  of  diQervice  to 
|he  noble  caufe  which  fhe  confcienrioufly 
ei|>ou(ed ;  and  Fitzolborne,  certain  that 
bcr  zeal  would  defeac  her  intentions,, 
pafled  her  in  (ilence,  as  an  enemy  whom 
he  could  only  render  formidable  by  ap- 
pearing to  fear.  But  the  caufe  of  prin* 
dpie  was  now  defended  by  the  arrival  of 
iDOtber  champion.  Mr.  Powcrfcourt 
ivailed  himfelf  of  the  countefs's  invi- 
tadon  to  chide  his  Lucy  for  a  tyranni- 
cal cxercife  of  female  prerogative,  in 
compelling  him  to  take  a  journey  of  two 
hundred  miles  to  whifper  a  lovc*tale 
which  might  hare  been  more  agieeably 

10  told 


r 
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told  in  a  little  woodbine 
flic  bad  credcd^  io  ftrift  confimHJrf 
the  rules  prefcribed  by  ben^eyritte  p 
Mafon,  in  the  paribnag^  gardeii 
erfcourc    Henry  hafl  aaoMd  iutmHim 
Nerioa  of  that  elegant  bm^  aMltteUi* 
rated  it  with  the  followiog  iofcripiino . 
apd motto;    '  .*-    *^   iva**  I 

I  ddy  begg'd  a  Httfc  windMiif  itiMMjA  v7i 
Where  I  imght,fit;a]id'w«tp.  n    ^S       ^ 
Mason's  E^olisr  GAaps9» 

nerinaV  bower. 

Windy   fragrant   woodbine!  roond  NoriaMSt 
bower :  "* 

Clematis,  deepen  the  umbrageous  fhade  : 
And  mingltngr  with  the  jas*inine*t  pedMeBcwm'^ ' 
'  Fulfil  the  wiflies  of  the  monnung  maidk  « 

Here  oft,  when  evening  finks  ia  kSt  rtpoft. 
Shall  Mafon's  numbers  wake  the  Shfjoaf^etimg ., 

grove :  ,  . 

Here»  gentle  Lucy  ihall  recite  the  woes 
Of  orphan  beauty  and  mihappy  lovie;' ' 

As  taftefnl  fympathy  enjoys  the  thtiac, 
•Fancy,  the  local  landfcape  fhallekttnd  | 

Bid  Grecian  fanes  in  dim  peripedtve  beam# 
And  Gothic  arches  mid  the  pine-trees  bead. 

Ye 
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Vc  fpDitiye  fays,  ye  fine  etherial  formsy 

Nymphs  of  the  funbeamy  fylphidsof  tlie  breeze; 

Defend  this  foliage  from  untimely  ftorms. 
From  blaftiag  mildew  fave  thefe  rotive  trees* 

Here,  on  this  verdant  turf,  the  tnneful  queen 
With  attic  grace  her  deathlefs  fbng  renews  ; 

And  native  virtues  confecrate  the  fcene. 
Sacred  to  Lucy's  tafte,  and  Mafon's  mufe. 

The  chidings  Qf  a  fincere  laver  are 

rarely  formidable ;  and  Mifs  Evans  had 

an  excufe  to  plead,  which  would  have 

di&rmed  a  fiercer  refcntment  than  ever 

glowed  upon  any  occaQon  in  Henry's 

bread.    In  the  fame  moment  he  for* 

gave  her  flight,  applauded  her  motives^ 

aod  promifed  to  aflift  her  defigns*     '<  I 

**  knew   Fitzofborne   while    I   was   in 

'^  Italy/'  faid  be  ;    *'  our  acquaintance 

cc  ^as    but  flight,    yet    I    difcovered 

'*  enough  to  be  convinced  chat  he  mud: 

^  be  a  dangerous  inmate  in  any  family/' 

But  though  Powcrfcourt  ponTcfled  fuf- 

fkient  penetration  to  read  the  charadcr 

VOL.  III.  G  of 
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of  a  malked  viHain,  Edward*!  profbond 
difccrnmcnc  had  for  once  led  him  to 
ibmn  dn  erroneous  conchiGon*  The  Ib- 
cicty  in  which  he  had  met  Heary  wis 

eompofcd  of  perfons  whom  the  kcter 
dcrpifcd  for  their  folly,  or  detefted  for 
their  impiety ,  and  convinced,  that  even 
the  argumenutive  powers  of  the  *  unri- 
vailed  Crichton  would  be  b  vain  ex- 
erted ^ainft  wilful  error,  he  determined, 
by  not  treating  them  with  a  difpute,  to 
fuffer  them  to  enjoy  their  ftding  poppy* 
garlands  uncontefted.     Fitzofborne  had 
concluded,  that  the  reafbn  of  bb  coun- 
tryman's filence  was  his  having  nothing 
to  fay  ;  and  he  hailed  the  arrival  of  an 
antagonift  at  Monteith,  whofe  fpeedy 
defeat  would  add  to  the  already  exalted 
reputation  which  his  fcientific  abilities 
had  acquired  among  the  rural  efquires, 
feudal  lairds,  and  officers  in  quarters, 

who 
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ivho  frequented  the  earl  of  Monteith's 
table. 

When  Geraldine  acquainted  her  friend 
with  her  couiin's  <xpeded  arrival,  his 
ftile  of  commendacion  exprefled  his  idea 
of  his  charaAen  <'  O,  Harry  Pow* 
^*  erfcouft  1  I  was  acquainted  with  him 
'' abroad.  A  very  honeft,  downright 
**  Ibuly  with  true  EngUQi  notions  i  he 
5'  facmed  always  afraid  of  mixing  with 
**  ftrangers.  I  (hall  be  very  happy  to 
^  fee  him  again,  for  I  ei^oyed  his  fin« 
y  cerity.*' 

'  ^*  He  is  an  exception  then  to  the 
<*  general  obfervation ;  for  he  is  mod 
<*  honoured  by  thofe  who  beft  know 
•«  him,"  faid  the  countefs,  "  fT^ 
<*  efteem  him  a  good  fcholar,  and  a 
5*  very  fenfibleinceliigenc  companion/* 

'<  A  great  deal,  my  dear  madam, 
**  depends  upon  our  confining  ourfclvcs 
V  to  the  ftridt  dcBnicion  of  words,  or 

02  "  elfc 


*^  dfe  our  intciAiotfis  $it  tnkigamm^    f 
^*  perceive  tbac  by  my  negle&.o^  ifcii 
^  rvlk^  you  have  isiftakeo  wtmtm    Mr. 
•»  Powerfoourt  has  imfi^attl^  •  vtqr 
"  goodplaiM  underftaodii^  and  I  4m% 
**  Ay  ht  it  an  escellent  daOcat  fdMm 
<*  But  pkviM  ine  if  I  ftjr  he  iMJKVtt 
>*  Vepfitd  out  of  «h6  httMatktkt-.mat 
•*  attended  to  utet  I  Ihoitl^call  4116 
^^  con<raten^'don  of  <)edu3UoA%  ^or  o*ii4 
^^fecutrte  cffeft  of  given -|>oftaiaies| 
"^^  amd  from  this  want  of  tf'nuigcment 
*'  in  his  mental  faculties^  it  foUowtir  tff 
"^  Cotirfe,  thac  he  takes  thiAgs  is  they 
^  ar^y  without   examining  frtMb  w^hitt  . 
^  caufes  the  difeafes  in  the  moral  atad 
^  natural  worJd  originate,  "or  how  they 
^  may  be  remedied." 

The  countefs  underftood  as  much  of 
this  fpeech  as  the  fpeaker  intended  Ihe 
Ihould ;  and  (he  could  only  lament  her 
early  inattention  to  logical  fludies,  which 

might 


A  TALB  OP  THE  TIMES.  Iftf 

night  have  convinced  her,  as  they  had 
done  FiczQfborne,  thac  creation  wanted 
10  be  new-modelled ;  and  that  the  pre-r 
lent  age  had  more  wifijom  than  all  the 
preceding  ones  taken  colle£lively. 

The  intended  combatants  now  ftood^ 
Kke  Homer's  htroesj  *'  panting  for  the 
^*  fight9*'  and  impatient  for  the  fignal 
of  engagement*  Though  the  defire  of 
vi&ory  alone  would  .not  have  induced 
Powerfcourt  *^  to  unlock  his  lips  ia 
<'  luch  unhallowed  air^'*  the  prefcrva* 
lion  of  Geraldine  from  the  fnarcs  of  a 
leducer  infpired  him  with  a  zeal  warm 
CTcn  as  that  which  Lucy  Evans  poflfcflTed. 
But  beinp;  tempered  by  fuperior  judg« 
snenti  he  determined  to  appears  as  if 
he  rather  adopted  an  opinion  from  his 
obfervatioQ  of  Fitzoibornc's  behaviour, 
than  came  with  a  predetermined  relolu- 
ijon  of  diiliking  what  he  was  expected 

CD  admire. 

G  3  Aware 
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Aware  that  it  is  much  eafier  to  afiul 
the  opinions  of  others^  than  to  bring 
fbrward  a  well-digcfted  fyftem  of  yoor 
own^  Fitzofborne  determined  to  ceitt- 
mence  the  atuck.  An  opportmmy^fboa 
offered  for  htm  to  point  ibme  of  thbfe 
contemptible  but  blafphemous  fiurcafim 
which  pafs  for  wit,  agatnft  the   Old 
Teftamentj  which  infid^litfy  is  now  pleats 
ed    to  •  term   an  indefenflble  outwork 
of  the  popular  theology.    A  fcandak>us 
tale  of  a  manied  nobleman  had  found 
its  Way  into  a  public  paper ;  Fitzofborne^ 
pointed  it  out  to  Monceith  by  a  fignifi- 
cant  glance,  while  he,  with  the  pleafufo 
common  to  offenders  on  difcovering  a 
companion    in    guih,    honoured    the 
wretched  jcft  with  which  the  paragraph 
concluded  with  a  hearty  laugh, 

*' What  has  entertained  you,  my 
^  lord,'*  inquired  the  countefs.  «*  May 
**  we  not  partake    of  your   mirth ?•' 

MDnteith 
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Monccith  hadily  replied,  that  it  wduld 
not  amufc  her ;  and  Edward,  tofling  chr 
paper. among  the  other  publications  of 
the  day,  fagacioufly  obferved,  that  th(! 
conduct  of  the  prcfcnt  age  corrcfpcndcd 
more  with   the    practices  recorded  bv 
the  Jewifli  clafTics  than  with  the  pre- 
cepts of  their  auftcrc  lawgiver.     "  The 
"  offences,*'  continued  he,  "  which  fccm 
••  to  give  eclat  to  thofc  heroes  who  arc 
«'  recorded  in  the  fcsngs  of  their  b.uds, 
"  arc  in  their  legiflative  code  punilhabic 
«*  with  death,  at»  Icaft  if  we  fuppofe 
^  thefe  narations  literal.     But  we  muO: 
«•  allow,  that  the  bcft  cridcs,  confider- 
««  log  the  allegorizing  temper  of  thofc 
<*  people,  are  led  to  believe,  that  the 
««  whole  compafs  of  their  literature  is 
<^  febulous,  and  by  no  means  pofTeflTing 
«*  that  claim  of  high  antiquity  to  which 
<«  it  pretends." 

G  4  Henry's 
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Henry's  heart  throbbed  widi  iiifi^« 
nation ;  but  he  determined  to  wsk  hm 
opportunity  of  interpofing  whealns  ink 
dacious  adverfary  was  throwa  off  hit 
guard.  Warm  with  affedionate  seal 
for  thofe  truths  from  which  her  fiiiher 
had  fo  often  drawn  inftruftivc  moral 
leflbnsy  and  the  moft  auguft  viewa  of 
fuperintending  Providence  gradually 
unfolding  its  amazing  defignit  Mi& 
Evans  determined  immediately  to  rrply^ 
<^  It  cannot,*^  thought  fee,  ••  be  any 
«*  dcrclidlion  of  iemale  modefty  and 
<*  delicacy  to  '(how  an  in6del  that 
<^  woman  may  be  courageous  in  a  fk^ 
^^  crcd  caufc.  Even  my  father's  avow^r 
^*  ed  opinion,  that  we  ought  to  with* 
•*  draw  from  controvcrfial  topics,  would 
'*  change  with  the  exigency  of  the  pre^ 
•*  fcnt  cafe,  which  calls  me  to  repel 
*•  the  attacks  of  profligacy  and  impiety 

^*  united 
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^'  united  for  the  deftruflion  of  my  un-^ 
«  fufpefting  friend/* 

Determined  by  thefe  refleAionSi  (he 
«ddrefled  Fitzofborne :  **  How  long, 
^  fir,  hare  theie  fagacious  cricics  fuc- 
«•  ceeded  in  convincing  the  world  that 
^  their  ftile  of  reafoning  was  juft?  My 
^  father  has  devoted  his  whole  life  to 
«*  the  attainnoent  of  facrcd  learnings 
^  and  I  have  heard  him  fay,  that  the 
*'  attempts  of  fceptics  ferved  but  to 
«<  confirm  the  ftability  of  that  heaven* 
^  erefted  edifice  which  they  fought  to 
••  undermine." 

<*  The  honour  of  an  argument  with 
^  Mils  Evans,''  returned  Edward  bow« 
iDgy  <'  is  too  great  a  novelty  for  me  to 
<«  decline  embracing  it>  and  I  cannot 
<*  but  lament  that  I  have  not  been  pre- 
M  vioufly  prepared  for  the  conteft,  by 
**  having  obtained  a  knowledge  of  the 
^  argwients    by  which    the   fuperior 

Q  5  •*  judg- 


/• 
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■  

5«  judgtMtit  of  Mr.  Evans  vu  dfcMed 
^  I  ttin  myfelf  t  finccre  friend  Vk  n^ 
^  gion,  anxious  forks  rhi  tifl^ti^  •nd 
V  jealous  of  its  irui  booour  i  Md  it 
.^'  fuch  I  have  been  tempted  10  wUk 
*<  that  fome  untenable  points  vert  fidrif 
^  given  up»  and  that  the  ppoibuiid  Ibe^ 
<*  ologifts  of  the  pref^nt  dajr  wpold.  fe^ 
'<  left  thofe  pflages  which  bear  ftioqgcr 
"  marks  of  iofpiration,  I  fopteft  that 
*<  I  have  often  felt  mortified  at  feeing 
**  the  abilities  of  the  order  exerted  in 
<<  the  defence  of  thofe  parts  ofthc  fyt 
^'  tern  which  were  more  prudendjr 
^'  abandoned  by  candid  difputants.'* 

«  And  f  laid  Lucyi  ^«  have  been 
"  mortified  too»  when  I  have  feen  reli- 
*'  gion  degraded  by  a  mock  defence*'* 

Mr.  Powerfcourt  exulted  in  the  hlufli 
of  honed  indignation  which  glowed  on 
his  Lucy's  cheekt  and  enjoyed  the  tem* 
porary  confufion  of  her  advcrfery.  Ficsi^ 

oibomc 
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ofborne  foon  recovered »  buc^  too  much 
pqued  to  prcferve  the  ufual  politcnefs 
of  his  manncrsj  he  begged  Mils  Evans 
CO  have  the  goodncfs  to  repeat  her  fa^ 
tiler's  obfervations.  They  would,  he 
^ras  fure^  be  entitled  to  refpeA ;  perhaps 
^ight  operate  to  his  conviftion.  Were 
fhey  drawn  from  his  perfect  acquaint* 
aoce  with  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  Ian- 
guageSj  or  had  he  (tudicd  Syriac  litera-* 
tore? 

<<  I  do  not  know^"  faid  Lucy,  fen- 
fiUe  that  this  atuck  was  dcfigned  to 
czpofe  her. 

^  From  chronology,  natural  philofo- 
«•  phy,  or  hiftory  ?  But  I  believe,  ma- 
f*  dam*  you  are  yourfelf  miftrefs  of  thofe 
«*  fciences.'* 

MMs  Evans's  colour  heightened  with 
every  interrogatory.  There  was  a  large 
party  prefent,  and  flie  felt  the  cruelty 
of  thus  holding  her  out   to    general 

c'  6  ridicule^ 


ridicok.  Sht  lAmoe^  her  o^0m  maatAf 
in  having  affctck^  a  FroDew  who  awM 

hide  his  nadre  dfcferaihy  ift  *  4koilfluiA 

fOnnsv 

Henry  felt  her  embamtfneiit  «* 
ftrongly  not  to  reliet^  it  *^  Dom^I 
««  diftrefi  yourfeif,  MUi.  Eimtr  liM 
he»  ^  by  endearouttng  m  tHtiMt  fMt 
'^  father's  expreffions.  I  had^.&q^ 
**  pincfs  of  being  tdttcaced  voder  %it 
**  aufpicesj  and  I  know  the  valf;ie  of 
^  his  opinion  too  well  ft  wichhold 
*'  it  from  thofe  who  *defife  inFortniiPi> 
«  tion." 

*'  You  were  of  Oxford,  I  AInk,  'fir/''  ^ 
(aid  Fif^ofborne^  difconcerted  by  the 
determined  *  coolncffi  of  Henry^i  man- 
ner. <^  Several  of  my  friends  muft  have 
*«  been  your  cotemporaries*'*  He  then 
enumerated  a  long  lift,  in  which  he  took 
care  to  include  the  moft  conipicuooi 
young  men  of  the  age. 

•!  My 
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••  My  cimCf"  iaid  Hcniy^  ♦*  was 
'*^  chicfiy  devoted  to  ftudy^  and  I  formed 
^  few  coDoedions.  Suppofing  myfelf 
**  deftined  for  orders,  I  applied  clofcly 
^  to  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  languages, 
"  and  I  made  ibme  progrefs  in  the  Sy« 
"  riac.  I  attended  ail  the  lectures  on 
^'  natural  phik)fbphy>  and  am  not  un- 
'*  acquainted  with  hiftory  and  chrono- 
**  logy/'  His  enumeration  of  the  very 
BOfMCS  on  which  Ficzofborne  had  quef* 
Boncd  Lucy  was  rendered  more  fignifi-> 
cant  by  the  modulation  of  his  voice, 

Fitzofborne  bowed,  and  exprefled  an 
etmeft  wifli  to  culdvace  his  acquaint-* 
aoce.  The  bow  was  returned  *'  I 
«  thought,  fu"/'  added  Henry,  «« that 
^  you  were  folicitous  to  receive  a  little 
*^  ioformation  refpcdting  thofe  argu- 
**  ments  which  induced  Mr.  Evans  to 
*<  affirm,  that  inveftigadon  had  proved 
**  of  inconceivable  ufe  in  eftablifliing 

«  the 


/ 
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<^  the  authenticitj  of  the  Old  Teftik 

«  mcnt?**  .. .     .  ' 

•  <<  I  (hall  efteem  it  t  pardciflar  &fout 
^*  if  you  would  inform  ine»**  fcplied 
Fitzolborne.  *^  Can  you  give  me  four 
^*  company  in  the  libfary  for  thtc  par* 
^  pofe  to-morrow  morning?  The  ladies 
**  will  thank  us  for  adjouqung  die  de«' 
«'  bate  for  the  prefent." 

*<  I  (hould  concei\re,  fir,**  faidPcmtrfl' 
courts  ''  that  the  ladies  are  intereAed 
^  in  the  authenticity  of  their  bibles; 
and  when  any  doubts  are  ftarted^ 
explanations  (hould  follow  of  courfe* 
By  your  calling  forth  a  /a^  to  debate 
thefe  points,  you  mluft  certunly- joio 
in  my  opinion,  that  the  caule  of  in^ 
*^  fpiradon  is  perfedly  fafe  in  the  hands 
of  that  fex,  who  are  accuftomed  •  to 
argue  from  the  feelings  of  an  uavi« 
ttatcd  hearty  rather  than  from. the 
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«  cold  dedudions  of  the  underftand* 
^  ing." 

•    <■<  No  6nc»"  refumed  the  evafive  Firz- 
•flMme,  '^  can  have  a  greater  refpedb 

^  for  female  excellence  than  myfclf; 
^  and  before  you  profcfs  yourfelf  the 
^  champion  of  fentimcntj  as  oppofed 
^  jto'  argumentative  dedudlions,  you 
^  fhould  foften  the  afperity  which  ap- 
*'  pears  in  your  manner^  by  remember- 
^  ing  that  I  never  attacked  the  fair." 

^«  Not  in  a  dircft  way,  I  believe/' 
fiud  Henry  in  a  moft  animated  voice^ 
aqd  at  the  fame  time  leading  the  eye 
of  his  antagonift:  to  the  countefs,  who 
fitf  netting  near  them,  feemingly  en-> 
groflcd  by  fome  country  viGtors,  but 
ically  attentive  to  this  converfation. 
.  Edward  felt  (truck  as  by  an  eledri-* 
cal  fliock.  Habitual  rcferve  could  not 
prevent  a  fudden  crimfon  from  flu(h« 
ing  his  hcc,   and  his  quickly  with-> 

drawn 


* .  ■ 
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willingly  have  concealed ;  tamdf^ 
lit^Mdcdlood  IViitaiMvft'iidla^^ 

Unable  to  purfiie-  a  theme  wheat  Jfc 
covery  menaced  €ftif^<Md,M»di/Kt^ 
eluded  from  the  fiibcerfuge  vJwriMt!!^ 
kim  in  his  former  dif|N9te.  «i||i  .JMtaf 
Evans,  (I  mean  a  laefefipiiqa  «£  ^ff^i 
gument  to  foma  Amine  Qoe^  ^i^Mn  h 
depended  upon  htmfeifto.piwirattiwiM'i^ 
Fit^ofborne  muft  either  hftve  wgiiedl 
Ibr  Henry's  attack  on  dtxt^icsA  pnbct- 
pies,  or  have  renewed  hh  own  clufe§a 
againft  the  authencictty  of  the  fcfqN 
tures.  He  cbofe  the  Jatier.  He  hagao 
to  lead  back  the  comreriataoa  bf-  fbme 
floarifliing  eompHments  on  the  peoriiar 
fuitability  of  religion  to  the  femak 
charaifter;  and  the  impreflkm  which 
every  thing  fupernatucal  and  eievand 
always  made  upon  the  deficate  MgaM 
of  their  imaginations*    His  «ai  to  fotf 

via 
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I0lf  the  iacred  text— ^he  ufed  the  term 
^tfreB  upon  the  prefent  occaGon>  in 
ireference  to  his  ufual  exprcflions  of 
'wfm-m  or  improve) — proceeded  from  a 
inoere  perfuaGon  of  the  merits  of  feve- 
9]  parts  of  the  received  canon>  and  a 
nft  to  expunge  from  it  whatever  might 
xmupt  the  delicacy  of  female  readers^ 
ir  harden  their  exquifite  fenfibility  by 
he  narration  of  fome  ads  of  more  than 
•rage  brutality, 
**  The  fimple  manners  and  unrefined 

*  language  of  the  earlier  ages»"  replied 

H[cory»  *'  are  recorded  by  their  faithful 
^  hiAorians  in  characters  of  undifguifed 
^  veracity.  Our  ideas  of  decorum  vary 
"  with  the  cuftoms  of  the  time  and 
'^'Country;  but  vice  and  virtue  are  (la« 

*  nonary.  It  may  be  a  fubjed  of  re- 
^  gretf  that  tranflators  who  render  au- 
**  thors  of  very  remote  antiquity  fhould 
^  chink  themfelves  compelled  to  give 

"  a  verbal 


"  jnnob 
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••  foitofg 
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'  bboura  of  that  champion  of  anti- 
'  chriflian  liberality,  Voltaire." 
■  "  You  forget,"  iaid  Htzofbomc  tri- 
lonphantly,  "  the  merit  annexed  to  the 

*  extirpation  of  the    Canaanites,  and 

*  the  extinftion  of  Amalck.  Such  pre- 

*  tended  injunAions  from  the  bene- 

*  fiicent  Parent  of  the  univcrfc  are  with 

*  me  aconctudve  proof  againft  the  en- 
"  tire  infpirauon  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
'  ment." 

"  I  read  in  ihofe  commands,"  replied 
Powerfcourt,  "  an  inconteftable  mark 
■  of  Divinity.     1  recoiled  the  Rate  of 

*  fbciety  at  that  time,  and  I  venerate 

*  the  merciful  fcvcricy  which  imprinted 

*  upon  the  minds  of  a  fmall  portion 
■of  mankind    a    renewed  abhorrence 

*  of  that  cruel  ■and  degrading  idolatry 

*  prohibited  by  one  ot  the  firft  com- 
»  mands  which  was  impirted  to  the  fa- 

*  thcr  of  the  I'oftdiluvian  world.  Sure- 


7^ 


^  ly»  j^ptf,  &u  foi^  tbe  naiHi  idT « 
<*  poet  whofe  flniTdircAed  mvh  h  n6th 
^  quoted  by  our  preftiit  deiftttti  cftt* 
*^  blifti  principles  ffoin  vhicli  he  wmU 
**  have  ihruok  with  boiror.    If     *  i    ' 

.  $i  —The  greet  firft  emfe 
<*  A<fb  notby  paituJi  bat  by  fcenerdl  lamt  i • 

^  he  tr  not  bound  by  thofe  ndeft  of 
<^  conduft  which  dctentiuie  the  ttfvif 
*<  of  the  a^tiooi  of  jof^rftdf  Omrt^* 
*^  fighted^perifhableman.  He>tawbofe 

^<  hands  are  the  iflfues  of  life  and  detth> 
'*  cannot  be  called  upon  by  bit  crca^^ 
**  turcs  to  anfwer  for  the  operadcma 
^  of  any  of  his  inftruments  of  puoifli* 
*^  mcnt^  be  they  famine^  peftUencey;  or 
^'  war*  To  fulfil  fome  vaft  defig^^  per- 
^  feded  perhaps  centuries  after  its  for* 
**  mation^  the  Jewifh  babe  may  U^ed 
*<  at  Bechlchemi  or  the  Calabrian  infmc 
^'  be  ingulphed  with  its  parents  by  the 
^'  dcfoladng  earthquake^  without  im* 

pediog 
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M.peding  the  juftice  of  the  Creator, 
^  whb  whom  a  tboufand  years  are  but 
"*^  as  a  day.  We  finice  creatures,  (land* 
"  ing  upon  a  little  fpeck  of  timej  can- 
"^  not  comprehend  the  plans  of  infinU 
^  tilde,  which  extend  to  eternity.  Ad«» 
^  mil  a  future  ftate,  and  every  idea  of 
^  pardcular  feverity  vanifhes.  He  who 
^  lexrfts  for  ever  can  recompenfe  the 
"*  tmoffending  children  of  the  idolatrous 
**  WDiftippers  of  Moloch  with  an  happy 
^  iimnortality.  He  who  knows  the 
■*  heart  can  crown  with  perpetual  blifs 
^^the  confcientious  aflertors  of  a  de- 
**'  clining  pcrfuafion,  whom  the  more 
>*  peftilent  fanaticifm  of  infidelity  im- 
*  Inolated  upon  the  banks  of  the  Loire. 
■•  The  Giver  of  eternal  life  can  reward 
"  the  patience  he  exercifcs,  and  amply 
"  repay  the  premature  privation  of  tem- 
*•  poralexiftcncc/' 

The 


on  every  countenuie 
iovcly  countefi  was  lig 
cxhUinting  fmile,  i 
heart  wbifpered  j  '*  El 
«  riaiooi  furely  hi 
**  beavcDly  cim^gy  o| 
•*  e^ireflioiu."  Tb 
bot  cootinued  on  thiji 

Eager  to  know  if, 
nkm  of  PowcHcourtj 
by  chii  difpuKt  Gei 
earlieft  opportonuy  i 
(he  had  over-ralcd  her 

**  Not  in  the  leal^ 
**  He   is  certainlv   ■■ 
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*  your  keen  difputants.  But  I  need 
f  not,  lady  Monceich,  explain  to  your 
^  Ijgacicy  the  exa£t  point  in  >^hich  I 
"  could  have  preflfed  him,  if  politenefs 
l>  wo.Qld  have  permitted  me  to  have  con- 
S'dnued  the  argument.  His  whole  re- 
^  lerence  is  to  infinitude  and  eternity, 
Vttrmt  of  which  we  can  form  no 
Wckar  ideas.  He  gives  no  pofitive 
HjNnoof^  no  mathematical  demonftra- 
llldoD  of  the  infpiration  which  he  tries 
i^  to  infer  from  contefted  pofitions; 
"  and  till  this  is  given  by  our  fchool- 
•t  jiien»  deifm  may  always  reply,  that 
^  Inattention  to  thofe  duties  which  are 
f  flicrely  prefcribed  by  revelation,  ad- 
^  mits  of  fome  excufe,  if  we  confidcr 
^  ihe  extreme  doubt  which  attaches  to 
!*  diefe  fubjeds ;  for,  if  our  prcfent 
**  code  of  religion  may  be  true,  it  may 
^^airobefalfe/' 

cc  But 
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<<  But  18  there  not  a  gmc  cBflktth}r> 
<«  if  not  a  total  tao^flSbiliqr,  of  giving 
^  the  fatisfaflory  ptoofr  wliich  you  lajr 
**  arc  required  ?'* 

''  Therc>  madafd/'  faid  Edwiird,  ^  h 
«<  unhappily  the  ftroog  bold  of  facpd^ 
<<  cifm,  of  which  dll  the  powers  of 'M^ 
'  **  thodoxy  have  not  been  aUe  lo  diA 
,  ^  poflefrit.  It  is  pleaded,  and  ceitakily 
^  with  an  atr  of  reafen,  that  if  <fivini 
^  intelligence  really  diAatcd  what  w^ 
«^  call  revelation,  it  would  carry  widi 
^  it  inconteftable  proofs  of  its  origin  by 
^  filencing  every  objedion,  and  cnfoft* 
^*  ing  convidion  upon  every  mind,'* 

Cowardly  lady  Monceith !  why,  re- 
drained  by  a  fear  of  offending  deter- 
mined depravity,  forbear  affirming^  chat 
the  gift  of  reafon  was  never  intended 
CO  fuperfede  the  praftice  of  chrillian 
graces  ?  Ii  was  intended  to  confirm  and 
aflure  that  faith  which  (hall  one  day  be 

2  changed 
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changed  into  cercaint]p»  to  animate  thoit 
kofie  which  her  boafted  power  could 
jie.mr  dearly  difcover  without  divine 
guidance.  Why  fear  to  drive  the  mean 
diflBmulator  from  (he  afFe^ed  decency 
.qC  deifm  into  the  bold  audacity  of 
iltfcr'^"*!.  by  a(king»  how  animated  duft 
Ud  afliea  can  prefume  to  queftion  the 
'^gimtx  which  called  it  into  exiftence^ 
^i^^mnoding^  « Why  haft  thou  made 
'^^Ofrwhat  I  am?"  How  intelligence 
9>nfiidBedly  finite  can  charge  the  coun- 
[^  4Qa  of  that  mind  which  pervades  infiai- 
^ 'tpdfik  and  extendi  through  eternity, 
SI  «sth  inconfiftency  in  pre(cribing  a  rule 
t  61  lAion  to  probationary  beings,  with- 
dot  at  the  fame  time  compelling  obferv- 
ance  i  Why  forbear  to  inquire  how  his 
r-'#nrourite  free-will  can  confifl;  with  fuch 
a  (chcme  of  government  i  Nay^  bid 
'Un  not  ftop  at  the  moral  world ;  but 
4yj  why  earth  is  not  heaven^  and  man 
TOli.  III.  H  an 
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CHAP.    XXXVII. 

Wby»  I  caa  fmile,  and  murder  while  I  fmilet 
And  C17,  <*  Content/*  to  that  which  grieves  my  heiirt  § 
And  wet  mj  check  with  anificial  tears  s 
And  fnuM  mj  face  to  all  occafions. 

Shakspiare. 

The  difpute  which  occupied  the  pre- 
ceding chapter  was  not  the  only  in- 
'ftance  of  the  triumph  of  manly  fenfe 
and  found  principle  over  fophiftry,  de- 
clamation, and  hypocrify.  Confcious 
of  his  advantage,  Mr.  Powerfcourt>  at 
every  opportunity  purfucd  infidelity  into 
iC8  retreats  of  falfehood.  He  expofed 
die  credulity  of  difbelief,  the  inconfift* 
cncy  of  fcepticifm^  and  the  inconclufive 
fiidlicy  of  every  argument  which  dared 
to  fet  up  Nature  in  oppofition  to  its 

Authon 
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It  WIS  not  with  t  hope  of  dftdk^ 
any  change  in  Fitzofborne  tint  Henrf 
thus  continued  to  dire  him  to  the 
^<  keen  encounter  of  ^m^  irits  s''  he 
knew  from  inconteftable  amhoritf  t^cfaac 
thofe  who  love  dariueft  ntfaer  than 
light,  becaufe  their  deeds  are  tyU^ 
muft  conftantLjr  r^&,  nhj^  tMiMt% 
ray  of  truth.  Ic  was  the  fitoadon  of 
the  Montciths  which.  tKged  hiiQ.  to  tbw 
^continual  warfare.  He  plainly  law  the 
prediieftion  of  the  counteft,  and  the 
infatuation  of  her  lord;  and  he  vainly 
wi(hed  for  that  '^  warning  voicc'^  which 
rnight  aroufe  tt^em  tg  a  confcidufneff  of 
their  danger,  Hp  was  not  without  hope 
too,  that  Edward's  pride,  mortified  by. 
repeated  defeati,  might  prgvoke  him  tQ 
qui.t  a  refidence  which  contiQual  op« 
poHtion  muft  render  difagreeafole ;  aiij 
ftfmulatcd  by  the  ^nterprifl.ng  warmth 
of  finctre  friendlhipj  he  fcarcely  cat 

tnhtcd 
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cohted  the  chance  of  his  being  called 

6iic  by' t  man,  wbo,  on  feme  previous 

OCOifioASt  had  proved  hiitifelfco  be 

^akma  of  lioiiour>  fudJen  and  quick  in  quarrel; 
Seddng  tke  bsbbk  reputation 
JBvui  ia  the  cannon^  month. 

Am  the  patience  and  humility  which 
ftdWard  ezercifed  ilpon  this  occafion 
was  as  wonderful  as  bis  perfeverance* 
JLet  not  the  Reader  conclude  that  I 
^ve  him  ctedit  for  thofe  virtues;  for 
It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  he  would 
idbpt  qualities  which  he  efteemed  to  bt 
ireak  imperfcAions.  He  ufed  theni 
Dnly  as  the  means  which  were  fandified 
by  the  propofed  end.  Taught  by  his 
recent  defeat  to  abftain  from  attack,  he 
contented  himfclf  with  barely  attempt^ 
ing  a  defence,  when  PowerfGourtprcfled 
hidi  with  fome  powerful  inference : 
always  taking  care  that  fomething 
in  his  exprc(&on^    look,    or  manner, 

H  3  ihould 
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(hould  convey  to  the  quick,  •pprt'* 
henfion  of  Geraldine  a  hint  of  upbir 
treatment  i  an  inGmiatioQ  of  hb  love 
of  peace ;  and  a  comphiot .  (hat  hU 
adverfary  began  the  dc^ba^»  and  that  it 
was  unjuft  to  feek  to  deprive,  him.  of  his 
owQO(Hnions»  when  he  did  not  mokft 
others  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their 
peculiar  notions* 

Lady  Monteith  loved  (bciety^  and 
few  people  were  better  calculated  thaa 
herfelf  to  enjoy  and  impart  the  name- 
lefs  delights  of  converiation.  Whether 
we  define  it>  according  to  the  ideas  of 
the  fwan  of  Twickenham,  to  be  "  the 
feaft  of  reafon  and  the  flow  of  foul  i'*  or« 
perfonifying  its  exhilarating  graces,  de- 
fcribe  it  in  the  likenefs  of  Milton's  Eu« 
phrofyne,  ««  bucklbme»  blithe,  and  de- 

« 

bonairc,"  yet  ftill  the  aflbciate  of'*  un- 
reproved  pleafure  j"  in  whichever  (hape 
the  goddcfs  prcfides,  the  irritating  Ijpirit 

of 
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of  coDtradiftion,  and  the  fcowling  ge* 
fiiiis  of  continual  argunnenc,  muft  be 
proferibed  admiflion,  or  the  fwec cs  of 
die  mental  banquet  will  be  foured  by  fcr- 
tncncation.  The  relaxing  mind  cannot 
repofe  upon  the  bofom  of  confidcncr, 
and  pour  forth  all  its  choice  ft  ftoresy 
when  every  expreffion  roufcs  the; 
clamour  of  oppoQcion.  The  dimpled 
finile.  of  fportive  mirtb  is  too  timid  to 
encounter  the  aufterc  afpeft  of  decla- 
matory inveftrgation. 

Such  were' the  reflexions  of  Geral-* 
dincj  who,  driven  by  conjugal  infeli-) 
city  to  fetk  amufemenc  out  of  herfelf^ 
had  fondly  hoped  that  the  mod  refined 
focial  pleafurcs  would  relulCp  from  thei 
friends  of  her  early  youth  meeting  with, 
the  accomplifhed  intelligentFitzofborne. 
She  had  anticipated  the  delights  of  li-. 
terary  converfacion^  the  corufcauons  o( 
playful  witj    and,  while   Ihe  enjoyed 

H  4  with 


with' vocCTc  pletfiire  mt  pM^pMl4Fticf 
Lucjr's  happiacfS)  flie  dderariord  «»  dH 
uttt  hftkli  wkh  eke  >litde  Mfknud- 
Mflfet  which  the  ppefenoe  «f  a  ^ctoved 
objcft  generiyj  giTtt  to  the  numer 
of  a  young  womu  pctfKflcil  «f  i  dcH» 
cate  ibfoepciUe  mind.  loftdMl  if  dide 
expcfted  kizurie§»  tiie  dtaioti  of  di%«e 
took  poiffeffioa  of  die  dkibg*fooai  nd 
the  fidooni  acGompinied  their  walki 
and  fides,  their  fifhfeg-pardes  nd 
mountain  toun^  andy  inftead  of  IraTUig 
die  mind  of  the  coontefs  at  fiberty  to 
entertain  her  goefts  with'  fooKthing  en- 
chantittgly  whimfical  or  neglig^ndy 
elegant^  her  anxiety  was  perpetually 
exercifed  to  reprefi  every  topic  of  dif- 
courie  which  threatened  conccndon. 

Perhaps  GeraUine  overcharged  this 
delcriprion.  She  was  alfo  miftaken  in 
iisung  the  whole  Uame  of  this  contro. 
verfial  fpirit  upon  Henry.    More  ac^- 

cuftomed 
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iolbthbd  to  Edward's  ftyle  of  conver- 
ikAon,  and  lefs  aware  bf  its  tendenqr> 
iie  could  at  ahy  time  drop  the  gage  of 
difiUice  without  afrefting  her  attention^ 
till  thi  feply  of  his  antagonift  called 
her  to  divert  the  riQng  dorm.  Her 
IdftoCbility  of  her  own  danger,  and  con- 
Jc^uent  ignorance  of  the  confcicntious 
motives  which  urged  Mr.  Powerfcourt 
to  vi61ate  the  prefcribed  rules  of  good 
bitting  ftridly  adhered  to  in  polilhed 
tMttf,  precluded  her  from  framing  any 
tacufts  in  his  juftiBcation.  That  eter- 
Ml  gratitude  which  (he  had  promifcd 
to  preftrvfc  for  the  generous  friend  who 
btd  facrificed  his  own  happincfs  to 
htft^  imperceptibly  abated,  as  the  con- 
Viftion  that  (he  had  founded  her  hopes 
•f  £d6rfubial  felicity  on  a  wrong  bafis 
gftdktrtd  ftfength.  On  the  other  hand> 
the  recent  fervices  of  Fitzoiborne>  and 
fte  miffked  contraft  between  him  and 

H  5  her 
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her  lord  hourljr  made  t  deeper  impitt 
fion  I  and  her  dlfapprbbadoa  of  ivhac 
(be  thought  cavalier  behaviour  increaled 
her  indifference  for  the  foctety  of  Luc/ 
and  her  lover.  Real  efteem  could  noc 
be  weakened  j  but  aSeftion  fenfiUy  de« 
clined»  at  leaft  ib  far  as  to  itiake  her 
wiOi  them  married  and  bappilj  fecded  at 
Powcrfcoult* 

Geraldine*s  eftrangemeot  trom  her 
once-loved  friends  could  MC  be  attrt* 
buted  to  Mr.  Fitzoiborne's  Juggeftums. 
However  poignantly  his  feelings  might 
be  woundedt  he  was  too  generous  to 
complain }  and  refpeft  for  the  reladoa 
of  his  fair  friend  withheld  Um  from 
anfwering  hb  perfecutor  as  molt  gehtle- 
men  would  do.  As  Ibme  of  his  own 
nouons  had  a  tendency  to  ddnocracy, 
he  could  not  confiftently  hint  the  huoi* 
ble  fituation  of  Henry's  fitther,  as  % 
reafon  why  his  fon  was  unfit  to  mix 

with 
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iRrithnicnof  rank..  Bcfide,  he  recol- 
kded  that  he  had  paflfed  through  the 
purifying  ordeal  of  a  cpllege  education^ 

which  always  confumes  every  particle 
of  plebeian  infedion  ;  and  that  he  could 
not  caft  an  oblique  cenfure  on  his  ori- 
gin without  involving  the  reputation  of 
the  high-feated  Powerfcourt  anceftry. 
He  therefore  never  uttered  a  farcafm  of 
the  kind ;  nay  he  even  once  attempted 
to  fbften  Geraldine's  difpleafure,  who 
confefled  herfelf  to  be  a  kittle  hurt  at 
her  coufin's  behaviour,  by  obferving, 
dut  Mr.  Powerfcourt's  early  connec- 
dons  might  not  have  led  him  into  very 
poliffied  fociety,  and  chat  habit  was  an 
iyrcGftible  enemy  to  that  amenity  of 
fiianners  i^hich  marked  the  gentleman. 
But  thc^ugh  thus  cautious  with  refpef^ 
to  the  countefsj  the  daring  genius  of 
Fitzpfborne  winged  a  bolder  flight  with 
lier  credulous  lord.  He  too  reG^fled,but  {i 

H  6  faint 
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ftint  rHdetnbnuice  4if  theattitaf  Ae 
iUf^denying,  ftceomttocMiigiirjl^  who 
lad  refigned  the  girl  he  iofedt»  hit  hip- 
pier  vowB.  He  foigoc  the  d^eAkm  aiid 
iubreqiient  iUoefi  wUch  fpoke  the  m- 
gialh  of  the  Acrifice  1  ami  no  loagtr 
findtog,  that  the  poffifijOB  of  chat 
bleffing  which  die  geoeroat  Henry  10^ 
loftaiitly  rrfigned  had  ooofimed  fab 
own  happioefti  he  was  prepared  to  look 
upon  htm  as  he  would  i^n  any  other 
guefty  and  to  regulate  his  behaviour  10 

him^  not  by  a  fenfe  of  gradtude  or 
efteem»  but  by  the  prefent  amufeoMK 
be  received  from  his  comrerfiitioa*  I 
have  fufficiendy  expbuned  lord  Moi^ 
teith't  charafter  for  toy  readers  to  aiH 
ticipate  my  oonfeflfon»  that  his  poweia 
of  difcriminatioo  were  very  limfted.  In 
hEtf  hadng  comroverfyj  whkh  he  not 
wnapdy  caOed  quarreBingi  if  he  cooU 
MK  concrimi  by  l^f^^  wA  hh  dogs 

or 
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or  bis  childrcoi  to  make  fufficient  noife 
to  prevent  himfelf  from  heaiing  the  di(^ 
pucct  he  rang  the  bell  for  his  horfes  and 
Book  tride. 

He  had  purfued  this  method  twice 
Ibefore  the  bint  was  underftood,  a  fuffi- 
denc  ezcufe  for  the  toral  lo(s  of  patience 
wbkh  followed.    Deceived  by  his  own 

impecuofity^  and  foroe  inCnuacions  of 
Fitioiborne,  he  miftook  the  part  which 
die  countefs  afted  upon  thefe  occafions, 
which  was  generally  that  of  a  mediatrix  $ 
for^  though  inclination  led  her  to  join, 
with  Edward,  efpeciaUy  when  he  more 
tacAy  affeAed  the  plaufiblcji  yet  if 
Henry,  by  preOing  his  arguments  dole, 
fiviirifed  his  opponent  into  the  avowal 
of  Ibmc  bold  tenets,  Geraldine  could 
HOC  refrain  from  czprefling  her  appro- 
litdoD  oi  the  champion  of  fteady 
pplndple.  Lord  Monteith  once  entered 
ifae  room^  when  every  tongue  was  loud 

in 
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in  declaiming  agaioft  fome  poficiou. 
which  Fitzolborne  bad  juft  .adempttd 

to  maintain  on  the  fubjeft  of  educatioiu 
They  wercj  that  as  ic  is  prefiimptuoui 
to  aflcrc,  that  obedience  to  pareors  ia 
any  thiag  more  than  the  preference  of 
reafon  enforced  by  affeftiony  the  child 
ought  to  lead  its  own  ftudies,  and  the 
parent  or  inftnidor  follow;  for  youcit 
fliould  enjoy  perfeA  liberty,  and  be  led 
CO  knowledge  not  by  authority,  but  by 
inclination.     His  lordfhip  had  no  difpo- 
ficion  to  give  himfelf  the  trouble  of 
undcrftanding  the  debate.     He  heard 
fomething  of  the  cruelty  of  debarring 
innocent  infiints  of  the  liberty  with  which 
nature  had  endowed  them,  and  he  (aw 
every  one  united  in  condemning  Fits* 
olbornc.     He  was  an  advocate  for  chil* 
dren  enjoying  themielves,  and  he  never 
either  rcftrainedor  corrcdted  his  own,  eau 
cept  when  they  iaccrrupced  his  particular 

pur- 
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purfuits.  He  was>  be(idc»  ftrongljf  im- 
pelled CO  fupport  Fitzo(borne»  who  was 
now  become  abfoluccly  neceflfary  to  him 
in  the  double  capacity  of  a  flaccerer  and 
in  adviier. 

The  earl  cook  a  chair  $  obtained  the 

lead  in  convcrfacion ;  and   foon   made 
bimielf  mafter  of  the  field  by  filencing 
all  oppofition.     He  cad  a  look  of  tri- 
umph round  him.  ''  What/'  faid  he  to 
Geraldine,  '*  have  you  not  one  word 
•«  left  CO  defend  your   opinion  ?  You 
**  was  haranguing  very  learncdly»  and 
M  laying  down  a  fyftem  of  managemenc 
^'  which  you   meant    to   adopt — with 
<*  JameSj  I  fuppofe ;  but  as  I  may  noc 
*<  converfe  with  you  upon  this   fubjedk 
<>  again,  I  would  advife  you  to  give  it 
■'  iipj  for  I  ihall  never  allow  it.     You 
«'  have  broke  the  fpirit  of  the  poor 
^  prls  already  by  your  lefTons  and  your 

«*  punilh- 
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oiborne  was  loft  in  dejeAed  lilcnce.  He 
hawcrtr  rofc,  ts  if  to  examine  the  pic- 
cure  which  Henty  had  pcnntcd  out; 
Abd  Ancynig  his  attention  e ngrofled  by 
d«  butterfly  hunt,  which  Mirs  Evans 
caHftned  by  a  hundred  humeroos  ob« 
Jemdons^  he  whifpered  to  the  ftill  a^- 
taied  countefs,  as  be  pafled  her  i  <*  Dear 
*  iufieriog  meeknefs  !  (ball  I  fbUow 
V  himy  and  try  to  caloi  his  favage 
«  fremy  V  flie  faintly  articulated^ 
^  Yes,**  and  her  champion  inftantly 
withdrew*  A  thought  that  moment 
finick  the  counteisj  that  his  interpofi- 
ncm  might  add  to  the  paflTion  which 
quiet  felf-refle£tion  would  beft  fubdue» 
The  colours  of  nature  or  of  Titian 
CDidd  no  longer  give  a  tranfirory  diver* 
fion  to  the  pangs  of  thought.  The 
hitherto  reftraincd  tears  burlt  from  her 
eyes,  and  Ihc  haftily  flew  after  Fitzof* 

borne. 

"  That 
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«*  That  man  is  t  villain/*  ^  Hcncy, 
to  his  Lucy»  who  was  now  the  onlyget* 
fon  remaining  with  him  in  the  jFOOin* 

'  <<  I  never  doubted  it»"  (kid  flic,  ^ 
linquifhing  the  juft- vanqui(bed  ^tif  rfly« 
«^  But  have  you  any  frefh  pr/^ofif^^. 
Powerfcourt  repeated  the  whiiper  «i^jcj| 
he  had  diftindlly  overheard.  .*.  ,.. 

<<  O.  my  lovely*  enchanting  Ge;ia|i 
<*  dinej  how  perilous  is  thy  fituatioii  1^ 
exclaimed  Mifs  Evans;  *^  between  n 
<<  hufband  infenfible  of  thy  virtues,  ajx| 
<*  a  pretended  friend  who  is  detercnined 
**  to  undermine  them  !" 

**  And  how  fatally  inienfible  of  her 
*<  danger  I''  continued  Powerfcourt. 

"  Arc  there  no  means  to  favc  her  ?" 

*'  I  have  tried  what  to  my  judgment 
*^  appeared  to  be  the  mod  probable* 
*<  and  I  have  purfued  them  beyond  the 
<'  bounds  which  regard  for  the  deco* 
^  rum    of  my   own  charafler  would 

♦'  have 
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'I  have  impofed.  I  have  clearly  dc* 
'  Ceded  his  principles,  and,  I  fometimei 
^'  hope,  armed  the  councefs  againft  their 
^  iedu6tive  ppifons.  But  I  cannot  rer 
'•  move  him  from  Montciih.  He  en- 
*  dures  my  perfecution  with  a  patience 
'*  ^blch  convinces  me  that  he  will  noc 
'*  be  provoked  to  retreat  i  and  I  have 
**  no  influence  either  with  the  earl  or 
^  Geraldine.  What  can  prevent  her 
^  from  every  day,  nay  every  hour,  per- 

^  ceiving  the  ftrong  contrail  between 
I*  bis  foft,  infinuating,  polifhed  manner, 
I*  and  the  inconfident,  uninformed,  I 
'^  had  almoft  faid  cruel,  deportment 
'*  of  her  much-altered  lord  ?  You 
'*  fee,  Edward  himfelf  draws  the  pa« 
«  rallel." 

•*  And  our  beloved  friend  feels  it,'* 
added  Lucy.  ««  Can  there  be  a  ftrongcr 
'*  proof  of  his  dtfign.^  than  the  whifper 
"  which  you  jufl:  overheard  ?" 

«  Yes/' 
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•*  fa  a  ftfoiieer.    Sbe  ii  l»«dy  md  au 

^tnrftiteuto^cVdriMgtfbdL  JUS 
««  whu  fiuOl  indottihtt  Mii1»idyi 
*  the  po#er  of  ber  dUMa^  hImi  Imi 
«*  fiknced  die  itftnuoti  flf  onttieBec^ 
^  Woo  leitt  no  noMnt  wttibmoBig  ni 
^  whb  hu  foAdent  comiipg  M  ^ade 
^  tte  pecoDiiuy  piiulhiiienti  vlikh  0^ 
^  lam  award  to  hb  fioenfioiia  Crimea? 
**  Hourly  ckpofed  to  die  blase  of  Oe* 
^  raldine^s  perfcAbiis»  iiodii^^  hf  a 
^  ardolous  huflMuid  ^0^  everjr  bp^oN 
*<  timtty  for  fcducing  her  honour^  be 

**  muft  £rel  the  firfeioatfon  of  her  beaoqr 
^  aod  her  inem«  Nay»  his  attentidiis 
^  prove^  even  to  cafual  obferven,  ibak 
«'  be  does  feel  them*  My  rig^  band 
*<  oeighfaoiir  at  the  earl^  laft  public 
««  dinner  aflced  ine»  <  Who  fa  thfa  bin 
^*  Pitaoftome  V  I  told  bnn  an  admirer 
^  ofhdyAnbeUaMicdoMld.    «Iam 

^  very 
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^  vety  glad  to  hear  that/  £ud  the  blunc 
«  ipquirer;  *  for  we  country  pe^ople 
V  $iDcted.he  made  love  to  tbe  countefs/^ 
,  t'licy  deteraitnc4  to  tell  her  friend 
lliif.  ftory,  and  Powerfcoqrt  approved 
die  fuggeftion.  ^'  Be  careful,  however^" 
^^i  he  s  ^'  alarm  her  delica^yj  but  not 
^.  Vv  pndc.  Convince  l^er,  ths^t  it  b 
^  90)9^  firMjirs  that  can  doubt  her 
««:rQf^tvdes  ihac  ibe  owes  the  imme- 
n^  4l>te!  difopiffion  of  Ficzofborne  to  the 
«;  judgmwt.  of  the  world,  not  to  the 
<*  Qfliaioas  of  thofe  friends  who  know 
ff  liCE  worthj  and  who  deem  it  almolfr 
<*  iffipoi$ble  that  (he  (hould  fall." 

^  Aod  lb  it  is,''  faid  Mi&  Evans  with 
efMy^.«  *'  I  defy  all  the  traitor's  arts, 
^  cp  alLvre  her  to  wilful  guilt.  She  caor 
^  not  fi^jcl  fliny  real  predile&ipQ  in  htft 

••  Ahi  Luqy,**  interrupted  Heary, 
fL  ine    ffN^    co4fe  fi;oa.  the   peffe« 

*'  cuting 
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t  of  the   carl's  fretful    impatience 
inft  the  countefs  and  Mr.  Powerfl 
XL  I  have  frequently  ftatedj  that  lord 
mteith's    natural   charadcr  ftrongly 
cook  of  generofity  and  benevolence. 
efe    noble    ienfations,   blunted    by 
iflmeis    and    inconfideration^    were 
f  efieftually  chilled  by  the  embar- 
hients  attiendant  on   perplexed  cir« 
Dftancess   and  his  irritable  temper 
I  continually  fretted  by  the  reprefent- 
xis  of  his  agents^  and  the  folicita- 
at  of  his  creditors.     It  was  to  fome 
affing   occurences    of  this    nature, 
t  his  late  behaviour  to  the  countefs 
ft  be  afcribed  ;  and  the  moment  he 
:  the  room,   his  fenfe  of  her  meek 
lennce  added  to  his  tormenr.     He 
ng  himfeif  upon  the  bank  of  the  ca- 
i  which  wound  round  the  menagerie^ 
i  was   beginning  to  *  yield   to   that 
nqdillicy  of  mind  which  the  warbling 

birds^ 


/ 


birdst  the  wttriogcrraw  ud  the  oliA 
fplcfidour  of  «  mild  nmwimt  ioi^  i»<^ 
4>iredj  whca  6icxQ0MWOC'  feuai  hisfitf 
bjf  lii&fide* 

'^  Whea  da  yon  citt  ••  eoaaraiiies* 
<^  rioii  between  tto  ciart  tuAtJMr  hltei^ 
iocpred.  be.  Tii0  earl  osij  mSmmA 
by  ak  profouad  iglu 

<'  YoiL  told  me,"  eeTtmod  hm  tuh 
mcDtoTt  ^*  that  you'hed  fuch^  dflfiBk 
^  Tqu  alfa  meetiMid:  yow  iannoiHr 
«<  of  kvcUiag  a  finaU  cmisenceL  whUk 
<<  lOttrGcpta^  your  rk»  of  the  GmiHi* 

StuDg  by  ibe  occoUeAiQa  of  tfaofr 
plana  oCpriocely  magntfittnceby  whieb 
he  had  once  intended  to  eMtmHti^  tb» 
feat  of  his  anceftor^  ImA  MontndL 
could  Qnlgi^  aafiwc  by  esMeiaiiic  tbc 

dmhbox. 

^-  My  good^fnendi,"^  fudPltzoitornei 
^vbfspecfift  ioLanntngs  yovfitfwM^ 

«•  ufekfi 
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«*.  ufefefs  recolleftions  of  pad  misfor- 
*<  tunes?  Let  us  look  forward  to  the 
**  future.  You  have  noble  expeAations. 
<^  Sir  William  Powerfcourt  cannot  in 
*•  the  courfc  of  nature  live  long.— But 
y  I  believe  I  (hould  not  have  entered 
"  upon  that  painful  fubjedb/' 

Lord  Monteith>  who  at  that  inftant 
felt  the  mifcry  of  ftraitencd  circum- 
ftances  too  ftrongly  to  regard  with  for- 
row  the  death  of  an  old  man  who  would 
leave  him  ahandfome  fortune,  inquired, 
why  he  fliould  think  it  fuch  a  painful 
event  ?  "  There  is  a  great  deal  of  whim- 
"  fical  goodncfs  about  the  old  baronet," 
added  he  ;  '^  but  people  cannot  live  for 
««  ever.'* 

**  I  did  not  fufpcil  you  of  the  pucri- 
«*  Hty  of  grieving  fjr  his  death,"  faid 
Edward  fmiling,  "  I  alhide  to  t!ie  awk- 
"  ward  circumftances  in  which  you  will 
**  be  placed  at  his  dcmife." 

VOL.  in.  I  "  Is 


<«  U  conAtig  i Atb  the  fMOMSdmopf  five 
^^  thoufand  a-yeacr  «n  swkward  dream* 
«*  fence  ?" 

^  No ;  but  I  think  I  Iboukl  not  like 
•*  to  be  the  mere  fteward  of  my  wife 
<'  and  children.    1  (hould  rather  like 

*'  to  have  the  expenditure  directed  bj 
*'  myfelf." 

«  And  who  elfe  will  dircft  it  ?"  in- 
quired  the  earl,  railing  himlelf  from  the 
ground. 

'*  Poflibly  you  may  have  fomc  influ- 
•*  ence  over  the  part  which  is  fettled 
^'  upon  your  daughter  or  your  unborn 
*^  fon ;  but  the  two  thoufand  a*year 
**  which  the  countefs  difpofcs  of  will 
**  be  totally  diverted  from  your 
*'  purfe.'* 

**  Why,  what  does  (he  mean  to  do 
«'  with  it  ?•' 

"  Are  you  really  ignorant  of  her  de- 
•*  figns  then  ?  I  muft  have  been  mifl 

•*  informed/* 
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'^  iafarincd.'*  Repeated  entreaties  drew 
•from  Fuzolborne  what  he  now  termed 
A  mere  gnefe  of  his  own,  ariGng  from  the 
peculiar  warmth  of  the  counted  in  her 
fricndlhips;    namely,  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  increafe  the  opulence  of  Mr. 
Powerfcourt  and  his  bride.  Theny  look* 
ing  attentively  on  the  earl,  he  inquired 
what  ''  bloody  pafTion  (hook  his  very 
frame ;"    and  he   entreated   him    not 
to  be  difcompofed  at  his  idle  fuppoQ- 
.dons  I  at  leaft,  to  pafs  the  matter  in 
filence  till  it  was  better  oonfirmed.   My 
lord  promifcdi    but  his   behaviour  to 
Mr.  Powerfcourt    became,   in    confe- 
.quence,  fo  ftrikingly  inhofpitable,   that 
the  latter  foon  found  himlclf  compelled 
to  leave  a  family,  in  which,  independ* 
ent  of  his  attachment  to  his  Lucy^  the 
livelieft  feelings  of  his  heart  were  now 

centered. 

I  2  Indead 


X 
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Inftead  of  obtrteling  hit  Imnbii  imfe 
of  Monceith's  cxtnordinarjr  bdhavioiir 
vipon  the  obfervtrion  of  the  councefii 
he  commved  toigive  hit  deptrture  the 
air  of  choice  i  and  he  dectioed  «ridi  an 
air  of  regret  rather  dum  |»que  Gciml^ 
dine's  faini  invitation  to  fjpend  aoocher 
-  week  with  them.  He  had,  honvevov 
entrufted  Mift  Et^ans  with  lua  real 
fentiments.  <*  I  am  convinoed/'  find 
he>  <*  that  the  earl  is  but  the  puppet 
^<  of  the  treacherous  Fitzoibome  on 
**  this  occafion.  There  are  fome  aiaf« 
^<  tcrly  but  diabolical  niachinadons  on 
<<  foot  which  I  cannot  develope.  My 
'^  continuing  here  can  be  of  no  ler« 
**  vice  ',  indeed  it  is  impoffible,  confi- 
^  dering  the  treattnent  which  I  hourly 
"  experience*  No  effort  of  mme  could 
^'  (hake  the  confidence  which  this  cre- 
((  dulous  tool  of  fubtle  villany  repofes 
^'  in  the  betrayer  cf  his  peace.    Be 

"  you. 
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^*  you,  therefore,  my  Lucy,  the  Guar- 
'*  dian  angel,  and  wacch  over  your  much 
*'  endangered^  too  conBdent  friend,  I 
*'  know  your  zeal  and  your  unfhaken 
*'  fidelity ;  but  I  fear  you  will  be  called 
"  upon  for  exertions  which  will  put  your 
••  fortitude  to  the  fevered  trial.  En- 
••  dure  the  altered  looks  of  your  Geral- 
"  dine }  even  brave  her  refcntmenr. 
^*  Remember^  that  (he  ii  now  labour- 
"  ing  under  the  impulfe  of  a  fatal  delu- 
<^  fion»  and  that  her  returning  reafon 
<*  muft  blefs  the  hand  which  (hatches 
"  her  from  dcftruftion/* 

««  I  know,  Henry/'  replied  Lucy, 
^^  that  I  (hall  continually  want  your  di- 
«»  rcfting  judgment.  O  that  we  had  her 
«•  fafc  at  Powerfcourt  1  How  would  wc 
'^  join  to  pour  the  balm  of  friend(hip  on 
«*  her  wounded  foul  1" 

"  Cannot  you,"  faid  Henry,  "  plead 
^*  a  little  pardonable  caprice^  and  fay 

I  3  •'  you 


r 
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"  you  have  made  a  rdbhicion  oot  to 
*<  confirm  my  happincfs  tiU  the  dear 
<^  companion  of  our  youth  is  prefent, 
9  to  fee  your  father  knit  the  (blema 
'^  bond  which  will  make  you  for  ever 
"  mine  ?"  , 

■ 

<<  I  know  not»^^  cried  Luqr>  ^viqg 
her  hand  to  her  lover  with  a  fiiint  fmilc^ 
^  what  folly  I  would  tioc  Afitft  to  fitVt 
•*  my  GcraldiftCi**^ 
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CHAP.    XXXVIII, 

f 

it  tH  tht  coiwlcl  that  we  two  have  ibar*df 

The  fiber's  vowt,  the  hours  that  we  have  fpenti 

VThen  we  have  chid  the  tardy  footed  time 

For  parting  us  j  Oh,  and  is  all  forgot  ? 

All  fchool-days  friendfliip,  childhood  innocence  ?—* 

And  will  you  rend  our  ancient  love  afunder  1 

8HAK8PEARI* 

It  is  a  general  obfcrvation,  that  cere- 
mony increafes  as  affedtion  declines. 
Confcious  of  the  unkindnefs  which  we 
blu0i  to  avow,  we  poorly  attempt  to 
difguile  our  inconftancy  by  a  parade  of 
words,  without  confidering  that  we  be- 
tray our  hypocrify  by  a  fcrupulous  re- 
gard to  thofe  minutias^  to  which,  while 
our  hearts  glowed  with  real  regard,  we 
were  too  much  occupied  to  attend. 

In  proportion  as  lady  Monteith  fclc 
the  pleafure  Ihe  took  in  Mifs  Evans's 

I  4  focicty 
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fociecy  really  diminifl},  A^c  was  more 
obfervant  in  her  hofpicable  actentionsy 
fiot  with  a  view  to  dective,  but  from  the 
more  generous  modve  of  wifhing  to 
avoid  giving  'pain.    Thovgh  flie  wotid 
not  have  felt  any  uneafinefi  to  have  fecn 
her  accompany  Henry  back  to  Cacmar- 
vonihire,  (he  exprcflfed  a  Kvely  leole  of 
her  Lucy's  goodnefs  in  remaining.  Siie 
was  ever  fearful  at  dinner  that  her  fiiend 
was  not  taken  good  care  of ;  and  though 
Mifs  Evans  had  made  repeated  vifits  to 
Monteithj  it  now  iirft  occurred  to  the 
councefsj  that  there  was  aft  ImproprieCf 
in  lodging  her  in  one  of  the  turret 
chambers,  though  the  primary  reafon 
for  doing  fo  had  been,  that  it  was  the 
neareft  to  her  own. 

Lucy  experienced  all  the  trials  which 
Henry  had  prediAed ;  but  flie  recol« 
kdledj  that  (he  had  determined  to  en- 
dure them.    <<  Let  the  worft  come,"^ 

faid 
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faid  .Ihe,  ^^  that  my  fears  prediAj  her 
'*  heart  can  never  be  vitiated.  The 
<*  moment  the  (educer  pulls  ofF  the 
**  mafk,  ihe  will  detedb  him  ;  and  as 
**  the  delufion  vanifiies,  her  fufceptible 
**  heart  will  recal   thofe  real  friends 

■ 

*'  who  drove  to  fnatch  her  from  de- 
«  ftruftion/* 

Vice  is  never  fecure,  even  when  tri* 
umphant.  Let  earth  and  hell  confpire 
CO  favour  its  defigns,  nothing  is  fo  mean^ 
nothing  fo  cowardly  as  guilt.  The  re- 
moval of  Powcrfcourt  was  a  grand  point 
gained ;  but  the  watchful,  fearlefs,  de- 
terauneu  Lucy  remained  s  and  chough 
Ficzo(borne  perceived  her  influence 
hourly  decline,  he  felt  her  prefence  to 
be  an  impedimcnc  co  his  conciuJing 
machinations.  ile  could  noc  banilh 
her,  as  he  had  done  Henry,  by  the 
agency  of  the  earl  ^  for  ilic  .xhim  of 
the  moment  always  predominated  with 

I  5  that 
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that  nobleman.     The  incbhTcniences 

which  he  fancied  he  fuffertd  from  a 

If 

controveriial  propenfity.  produced  lus 
refolution  of  driving  hb  gtieft  from 
Montcith;  and  though  die  (bfincftmy 
that  Henry  was  intended  to  inherit  a 
large  portion  of  fir  William*!  eftace 
gave  that  determination  iamiediate  ac« 
tion,  it  was  conGdered  feparately,  a 
circumftance  which  lord  Montctth's  ge* 
ncroficy  would  have  entirely  difregarded 
in  a  lefs  embarraflcd  ftate  of  his  own 
affairs.  He  well  knew  that  Mils  Evans 
was  intended  to  (hare  in  his  lady's  Ube* 
ralicy  ^  but  (he  was  lefs  objefiionable  to 
him»  on  the  importaot  account  of  her 
never  attempting  a  formal  argument 
He  detefted  long  harangues  s  but  a 
piquant  retort  was  his  delight^  and  flie 
was  peculiarly  happy  at  repartee.  Her 
fprightly  unaffcded  manner^  and  com* 
parative  ignorance  of  Alkioiiable  li(e» 

amufcd 
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minufed  him  j  and  flic  had  long  borne 
bim  a  degree  of  affedlion  as  being  the 
hulband  of  her  friend.  She  efteemed 
his  good  qualities  -,  and  her  concern  for 
the  delufion  under  which  he  laboured 
induced  her  to  be  even  more  than  ufually 
attentive  to  his  humour^  and  indulgent 
to  his  follies. 

But  though  Fitzofborne  was  thus 
compelled  to  leave  Monteich  out  of  his 
counfeU  and  Lucy  refufed  to  read  a 
viih  for  her  removal  in  the  fickly  fun- 
ihine  of  her  Geraldine's  languid  fmilcs^ 
he  refolvedj  that  other  means  fliould 
expedite  her  departure.  A  projeA  was 
therefore  contrived.  The  evening  be- 
fore its  completion,  lord  Monteith  had 
dcvofied  to  his  increafing  love  for  Bac- 
chanalian indulgences.  The  hour  was 
Iate>  but  champagne  and  burgundy  pre- 
ftrved  their  attra£lions.  The  joyous 
inrty  had  ient  excufes  to  the  countrfs 

I  6  for 
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for  not  joining  her  in  die  &Iooa  i  msA 
Geraldine,  after  fuppordag  a  langqil 
evening  with  her  two  friend^  ^fiir  Vk^ 
ofbome  had  early  [deaded  iiidil|K£tioa 
as  a  reafon  for  leaving  the  ncSfy  Ana- 
creontics^)  retired  to  her  own'  apatt> 
ment. 

She  was  here,  encountered  by  her  $t- 
▼ourite  attendant,  who  with  much  ro- 
]u6tance»  and  many  aflurances  that  (he 
would  not  have  taken  ftich  a  liberty^ 
but  that  flie  really  had  already  advanced 
all  her  own  money  to  the  diftiefled  par- 
ties^ prefented  a  petition  from  the  work« 
men  who  had  been  emptoyed  in  laying 
the  foundation  of  the  amphitheatre 
which  was  begun  in  the  park.  They 
were  now  reduced  to  the  laft  diftrefi^ 
not  only  by  an  unexpeded  difmiflion 
from  their  employment^  but  by  the 
non-payment  of  wages  already  due* 
Maria  declared^  that  her  father  and  bnw 

thers 
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ilicn  were  of  the  number;  uid  the 
many  anecdotes  of  authcotic  fufiering 
which  ihe  recited*  and  traced  to  this 
culpable  remiflhers,  fwcllcd  the  feeling 
heart  of  Geraldine  with  indignation  and 
jriqr,  ••  My  lord,"  laid  flie,  "  pro- 
«  railed  to  pay  all  the  tnlls  tmmediate- 
<*  ly,  as  fomc  compenfarion  for  the  dif- 
"  appointment  I  caufed  the  workmen, 
«  l^  givbg  up  the  defign  before  they 
«  had  finilhed  the  work  they  had  con- 
«<  tra£ted  to  ezeciite.  It  muft  be  the 
*(  fteward's  &u]t.  la  he  up?  I  will 
■f  fpeak  to  lum  immediately." 

**  There  was  a  light  in  his  office  when 
**  your  ladyfliip  rang  the  bell." 

*(  Defire  him  to  come  up  ftairs.  But 
■*  no )  he  is  very  old  and  infirm  j  I  will 
*«  go  to  him." 

The  re(ult  of  the  conrerfation  was 

not  at  all  to  the  countefs's  fatisfadion. 

She 'found  that  the  delay  was  wholly  at- 
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proving  oaths,  iflued  from  the  banquet- 
roofn.  She  (topped  for  a  moment^ 
and  fancied  that  (he  heard  Monteith's 
voice.  «  Has  he  then,"  faid  (he,  •*  loft 
y  all  the  feelings  of  humanity,  as  well 
^  as  all  fenfe  of  refined  pleafure  ?  Com- 
^  paflion,  nay  juftice  demands,  that  the 
<*  wafte  of  riot  (hould  have  been  appro- 
<<  priated  to  nobler  ends/' 

Her  eye  then  glanced  towards  the 
library,  which  was  at  the  end  of  a  fuic 
of  rooms  oppo(ice  to  where  (he  ftood. 
The  door  was  open,  and  (he  faw  Fitzof* 
borne  (it  with  a  book  in  his  hand  in  a 
pofture  of  fixed  attention.  She  never 
Iclt  the  power  of  contraft  fo  (Irong  be* 
fore ;  and  a  momentry  impulfe  almoft 
tempted  her  to  tear  from  her  finger  the 
witnefs  of  that  bond  which  had  fealed 
her  mifcry. 

Still  Fitzo(borne  continued  to  read, 
and  Gcraldine,  leaning  over  the   ba- 

luftradc. 
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luftradc,  ffiU  alternacely  looked  and 
liftened.  ''  O  fpkndid  wretcbedoefr  T 
iaid  (he,  ^tziog  on  the  niarble  Qgare» 
which  decorated  the  ffaur-cafe,  and  the 
richly  carved  roof>  now  rendered  mofe 
conrpicuous  by  the  coloured  lampa 
which  hung  from  every  pedimeott 
*^  the  lonely  villager,  whom  we  abridge 
''  in  his  fcanty  enjoy ments,  ctirfes  dut 
<'  parade  of  luxury  ;  and  the  curlea  of 
<<  the  injured  will  one  day  come  into 
<<  judgment  againft  their  proud  op- 
*'  prcffors." 

Still  indulging  her  melancholy  feel* 
ings,  the  counters  contemplated  the 
compofure  of  Fitzofborne's  looks.  «*  AU 
"  muft  be  right,"  laid  flic,  "  in  his 
*<  bofom.  He  is  neither  tortured  by 
<'  remorfe  nor  fear;  and  can  what  I 
<*  have  heard  of  the  fceptic's  wretched 
<^  ftace  be  juft?  Perhaps  at  this  mo- 
*<  ment  I  fliould  feel  fome  confoladoo 

9  <«  ia 


A  TALB  OP  THE  TIMES.  185 

*  in  thinking  that  the  greac  Author  of 
■  the  uqivcrfe  is  too  much  engroflfed, 
^  by  his  own  perfc£tions  to  take  cog- 
^<  nizance  of  things  below  $  for  then  I 
^<  seed  not  fear  his  avenging  the  wrongs 
"  of  indigence."  At  that  inftant  the  cries 
of  her  little  fon  in  the  nurfery  threw  her 
Noughts  into  a  different  train.  <<  Ah  I 
'■  my  poor  babes j''  refumed  (he^  <'  whac« 
''.ever  is  my  own  loc,  a  mother  muft, 
*'  for  your  fakes,  hope  that  there  is  a 
«  fpecial  Providence  to  proccA  your 
^  helplefs  infancy," 

Fitzofborne  now  rofe,  and,  advanc- 
ing towards  her,  interrupted  her  mu- 
fingf.  *'  For  Heaven's  fake,  deareft 
<'  lady  Montcith  I  what  keeps  you  up 
«•'  at  this  late  hour  ?'*— «  My  forrows," 
replied  the  countefs,  burfting  into  tears. 

•«  I  hoped,"  returned  Edward,  afTec- 
don^tely  prefling  her  hand,  *<  that  they 
**  were  hufhed  in  oblivion*    Permit  me 

«  to 
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*<  CO  lead  you  from  the  hearing  of  thcfe 
<'  offenfive  rcvelfert.  Ic  is  too  fliockiog 
**  to  refined  dclicacylt  kc  yovrs/' 

Geraldioe  inquired  where  they  flioukl 
go  f  and  Ficzolbome  propoled  the  gu^ 
den.  <*  The  Comus  of  tfak  place  niH 
^  not  lead  his  band  of  wafiUkn  •tfaefc»'^ 
Taid  he.  <<  The  meaner  oigans  of  thde 
^  facyrs  are  only  capable  of  en^ojing 
<<  the  groileft  animal  grattficaciois. 
«<  Pardon  my  allufiom  I  have  juft  been 
'<  enraptured  by  the  fubttme  bard*a  4e- 
*<  fcription  of  revel  jollity.  How  di& 
^  ferent  is  the  brutal  vociferation  which 
*<  we  hear  from  thcfe  rapturoua  ideaa : 


««  Braid  yoor  locks  with  roTy  twine» 

**  Dropping  odours,  dropping  wine^ 

*'  Rigour  now  is  gone  to  bed» 

"  And  Advice  with  krup'lous  liead> 

'^  By  dimpled  brook,  and  fountain  brim, 

<*  The  Wood-Nymphs  deckt  with  daifies  trinit 

**  Their  merry  wakes  and  paftiraes  keep  t 

«  What  hatb  xught  to  do  with  fleep  ?" 

His 
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His  further  quotations  were  here  inter- 
vpccd  by  the  appearance  of  Mifs  Evans, 
ivho  declaring  the  evening  was  much 
3bo  beautiful  to  think  of  going  to  bed, 
Jt^bpofed  joining  them  in  their  excur- 
IcM  into  the  garden.  They  Cook  ^ 
liorc  and  filent  turn  under  the  colonade, 
liid  then  retired  to  their  apartments. 

The  countefs  very  foon  after  per- 
ieived  that  Mifs  Evans  was  at  her  cham« 
l>er*door.  *M  am  hauntedj  my  dear 
*  Geraldlne/'  faid  (he,  "  by  fomc  very 
**  difiigreeable  company  i  my  own 
■'  thoughts  I  mean.  Will  you  allow 
**  mt  to  lofe  them  for  one  hour,  by 
^  conferring  with  you  ?"  Lady  Mon- 
teith  defired  her  maid  to  retire,  and  the 
rwo  friends  fat  for  a  few  moments 
pazing  ac  each  other  in  exprefHve 
0lence. 

Mifs  Evans  firft  fpoke :  *'  There  was 
'*  a  time,  my  Gcraldine,  when  our  full- 
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^*  And  was  not  lord  Monteith  mofl: 
•  /<  to  blame  to  caufe  that  confufion  ?"  . 
j[  «M  do  not  vindicate  my  lord.  O, 
\  /^my  iainted  mother!  If  I  could  but 
1.  <i  breathe  the  energy  of  thy  difcerning 

^ipirit    into    my    dear    unfufpicious 

«  friend " 

:    "I  never  knew  that  Mrs.  Evans 
T  « thought  fufpicion  a  virtue/' 
^  ■    ^  She  never  would  have  fuffered  an 

*  

i  «<  audacious  man  to  have  offended  her 
<^  cars  with  reflcdions  on  my  father's 
'*  conduA.  Though  mild,  and  pa* 
j^  dent  of  reproofs  to  herfclfj  her  quick 
•«  iiifceptibility  ©f  his  honour——" 
*J  ««  You  furcly  do  not  recoUrft/'  in- 
femipted  lady  Monteith,  *'  that  the 
**.comparifon  you  have  ftartcd  is  mod 
M  exquifitely  painful  to  me.  I  will  only 
•*  &j,  that  the  regularity  of  your  fa« 
^'  ther's  condudi:  difproved  dander.  Do 
!*  JFM  draw  the  inference/'    Tnc  tears 

which 
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<*  flindcrous  ule,  invented  by  envy 
*'  and  falfehood,  which  you  once  told 
^*  me  my  condu£t  fufficiendy  dif- 
«•  proved  ?'* 

^  N  o  !  no  !  my  heart  is  a  ftranger  to 
<*  defigned  cruelty  to  any  onej  and 
^  kaft  of  all  to  you.  It  is  not  to  the 
«'  attacks  of  malignity,  it  is  to  the  bon- 
f*  dufions  of  guilelefs  fimplicity^  that  I 
^'  refer,"  She  then  repeated  the  obfer- 
jvaticns  which  were  addreflfed  to  Mr. 
Powerfcourt  at  the  public  dinner. 

•<  Muft  I  then,"  faid  the  countcfs, 
*'  clear  my  character  to  the  world  by 
"  throwing  treble  odium  upon  my 
••  lord's  ?  or,  muft  I  renounce  the  only 
f*  companion  who  feems  ftudious  to 
*•  fweeten  the  bitter  cup  of  anguifli 
"  which  I  now  drain  to  the  dregs  ? 
"  Am  I  to  pubiilh  the  obligations 
•*  which  I  owe  to  Fitzolbornc  ?  obli- 
*'  ggtions  which  would  juftify  me 
••  in  every  one's  opinion  ;  or  lit  a  lone, 

«fo^^ 
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<<  Iblitaryt  flighted  being  ia  ^lit  fliag* 

w  nificenc  prifon  ?" 

Lucy  now  melted  into  tears.  '  <<  Docs 
<c  your  palace,  your  bower  of  bliia^  m 
<<  you  once  ftyled  it|  now  receive  that 
^^  appellation  ?   0 1  what  has  wiaot^glit 
^'  this  dreadful  change  ?  It  ia  not  quiie 
<<  a  twelvemonth  fince  your  own  dear 
*<  hand,  wriung  to  me,  traced  thefe  ftraog 
<<  expreflions.    ^  I  enjoy  as  much  hap- 
«<  pinefs  as  experience  teaches  us  to  ex- 
<<  pe£t  in  this  uncertain  world.     I  po(^ 
M  fefs  my  hufband's  afTcftionate  confi- 
«<  dence,  the  efteem  of  my  friends,  the 
*<  love  of  my  dependants.     With  what 
"  hcart-fclt  tranfpoYt,  my  Lucy,  do  I 
"  tell  you,  that  lord  Monteith  ftcms 
"  every  hour  more  firmly  attached  to 
<'  me  and  his  children.    You  know  his 
*<  manner  is  fingular.     It  once  gave  me 
<*  pain,   but  reflcAion    has  reconciled 
*'  me  to  it,  and  I  difcover,  even  in  his 

••  ecccn- 
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**  fccentricitiesy  indubiuble  marks  of 
^  an  excellent  heart/  Do  not  wring 
^  jrour  hands^  my  love !  I  do  not  re- 
l^^ite  this  paflfage  to  awaken  your 
^  poignant  feelings,  but  to  convince 
¥  your  judgment/' 

.'  Mifs  Evans  paufed  ;  thecountefs  was 
BBAble  to  fpeak,  and  (he  proceeded, 
t  "  Can  all  this  ruin  originate   from 
f  chance  ?    Can  your    lord  withdraw 
'*  his    affedlion,    his    confidence^    nay 

*  even  treat  you  with  fcverity  without 
¥  iotnc  tempter  ?  Truft  me,  my  Ge- 
■•  raldioe,  if  Fitzofborne  were  indeed 
••  your  friend,  the  influence  which  he 

*  'fb  eminently  poiTeiTcs  over  your  im- 
■'petuous  lord  mufl  be  apparent  and 
"  produce  the  moft  oppofite  behaviour/* 

•  «•  In   what,"   faid   Gcraldine,    reco- 

iFering  herfelf,  *^  do  you  perceive  this 

^influence  ?  does  lord  Monteith  ever 

▼Ol,  xiit  K  **  coincide 
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^  coindde    wich    FitzoflxMiie*s    fan 
^  mencs  ?" 

^.  Rather  fay^  does  he  <vtr  <^ipo 

^  thiem  ?  Finoflx)nie  is  too  fiibde  i 

^  let  me  ever  hear  his  resl  lendmeoa 

*'  but  I  read  them  refleOcd  ta  the  a 

^  difguifed  couattnance  of  your  ]on 

^  His  eye  contioualiy  watdies  kis  M 

^  All  favbtfrite,  a  proof  chat  he  feds  h 

<*  influence.    He  is  not  only  warm  an 

'<  uniform  in  his  approbation  of  Fits 

^<  ofborne,  but  his  behaviour  is  marice 

«  by  a  degree  of  refpeft  and  defeienc 

^'  which  I  never  oMerved  him  to  ftoi 

*^to  any  one  elfe*  except  to  you  i 

<<  thofe  happy  days  when  you  reigoc 

^  the  undifputed  fottrdgn  of  his  liear 

^  You,  who  knew  the  gende  clue  b 

.^       *'  which  he  was  imperceptibly  kd  t 

i^y^    «<  comply  with  your  wi(hes»  muft  Iukh 

^l  that  the  delicate  maolgdOMttt  whid 

«*hi 
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^  his  temper  requires  can  only  be  vt« 
«<  iiUe  to  others  bjr  its  cfk&J^ 

**  For  what  purpofe  (hould  Edward 
**  wi(h  for  this  afcendancj  over  lord 
^'  Mpnteith  ?"  inquired  the  counted 

**  In  my  opinion  for  the  oioft  dia* 
^<  boliGal  purpofe— rto  alienate  hia 
<<  heart  from  you^  and  to  induce  him 
^  to  treat  you  with  fuch  unkindneis^ 
*«.  as  may  fubvert,  in  your  mind^  thofe 
«« fendments  of  aflfedion  and  efteem 
^  which^  next  to  the  principles  of  duty 
^Aod  honour,  form  the  ftrongeft 
^  ^uaids  of  female  purity.  Nay,  hear 
<<  me  one  moment  more.  Every  au« 
edacious  whifper  which  he  utters 
<ff  ifgaiiift  your  fauiband,  every  look  of 
^  artificial  tendernefs  by  which  he  dares 
^'Co  recommend  bim/elf,  are  employed 
«to  hatter  down  the  fame  defence, 
'^-^rUk.his  atheiftical  infinuations  tend 
^10  reprela  the  compunftions  oi 

K2  ••fi 


"Hauxxt  aad.ro  wukeKiii^piK 
"of  re]igioo   upon  whidi|aKfi 
**  priDcipally  dependi,*' - 
*«Befort  you  dnw  fmif  ImIi  < 

•*  clufions,  Mifs  Evans/'  Taid  i^ 
fended  countefs,  <*  you  lliould  ddl 
"  what  parrs  of  my  condufl  wil 
'*  your  opiaion  expofe  me  to  d^ 
•*  dignity  of  a  licenrious  oddrr&J 
"  rnvti.  alfo  add,  that  as  your  ju(%| 
"  of  Mr.  Fitzofborne  feems  lo  I 
*  decided  to  be  the  mere  i 
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^  only  pofitive  proofs  which  I  can  bring 
««  againfl:  him  arc,  your  prcfcnt  wretch- 
U  cdnofs,  his  inBuence  both  over  lord 
^'  Montcich  and  yourfclG  and  his  avowed 
« infidelity." 

*«  You  and  Mr.  Powerfcourt  have 
-^  ever  given  that  harih  name  to  a  fin- 
'^'  gularity  of  opinion  which  your  can- 
^  did  father  otAy /u/peBed  of  leaning  to 
*^  deifm.  All  doubt  with  you  appears 
'^  to  be  a  crime,  and  a  diflent  from 
*^  your  notions  on  fome  important  but 
**  myfterious  point  fubjefts  your  ill- 
**  fated  opponent  to  the  mod  confirmed 
•'  imputation  of  the  blackeft  guilt,  evca 
^^  though  his  whole  previous  condiiA 
^'  evinces  a  courfc  of  aimoft  unfinning 
*'  redtitude  and  exemplary  virtue." 

"  O  my  Gcraldine  !  I  will  urge  you 
«*  but  this  once  more.  Is  it  from  him- 
•'  fclf  that  you  hear  of  this  unfinning- 
**  redtitude  and    fhining  virtue  ?     His 

K  3  "c  hj 
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^<  diaiader  ts  compartdwlf  unknasm 
^  in  his:  own  country.  AbfloaKl  it  wis 
<*  efteemed  to  be  far  from  itnimculate. 
<*  His  conftant  aflbdates  were  men  of 

*'  loofe  principles  and  profiigpce  man* 
<'  ners/* 

'*  Is  it  from  Henry  Powerfcioucr  chac 
•^  you  learned  this  catalogue  of  viect  )^ 
inquired  Gerddinc  with  a  it6ntfU 
$ir. 

<«  It  is/*  returned  Lucy.  ««  It  is 
<«  from  that  Henry  Powcrfcourt  whom 
*'  we  both  ib  tenderly  efteem ;  the 
^^  dear  companion  of  our  early  happy 
^^  years^  thofe  years  of  confidence^ 
*^  tranquillity,  and  mutual  affedion. 
*^  O  lady  Monceith  !  bow  exquificelf 
^<  painful  is  that  reflection  now.  Hear 
^*  me  yet  on  my  bended  knees ;  hear 
.^  my  folemn  requeft«  Mine  is  no 
<<  difplay  of  officious  zeal,  no  falfe  co- 
*'  louring  of  a  hoUow  heart.    If  I  have 

"  erredj 
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•*  erred,  it  is  from  a  miftaken  judg- 
*'  nicoE  i  and  punilh  mc  as  that  crime 
••  defervcs.  Yet,  my  ever  beloveij 
**  friend  1  do  noc  lee  yogr  conBdence 
"  in  your  own  difcernment  lead  you 
<*  into  danger.  Ic  is  noc  becaufe  I  fuf- 
**  pe£t  your  virtue  that  I  thus  im- 
**  prellively  w^rn  you  }  but  it  it  becaule 
**  I  conGder  you  to  be  furrounded  with 
'*  fnares  which,  without  divine  pro* 
■'  tc£lion,  no  mortal  can  efcape  j  and 
■*  to  that  protedion  I  comoie^  y<Hi  ia 
f*  my  moft  earneft  prayers." 

Vanquifhed  by  this  af&ctionate  ap- 
peal, Geraldine  railed  her  Lucy,  and 
-  folded  her  in  her  arms.  The  reconci- 
liation was  as  (incere  as  it  was  afFeA? 
tag.  The  countels  protcfted,  that 
though  (he  could  not  adopt  her  opinions 
of  a  man  whom  flie  had  ftudted  wi|K 
tmremitting  attention,  fhe  yet  gavt;  en- 
tire credit  to  the  fmcerity  qF  her  twh- 
K  4  tives  i 
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for  in  the  poftcript,  which  fUtcd,  that 
being  afhamed  of  her  poor  fcrawl,  Ihe 
had  got  the  clerk  to  copy  it,  and  to 
rectify  the  fpclling.  The  cxcufe  was 
more  fufpicious  than  the  writing;  for 
Mrs.  Mary  and  the  clerk  were  nor  upon 
good  terms,  and  it  feemed  extraordinary, 
that  a  faithful  confidential  fervanc  IfaoUld 
think  of  fuch  minute  explanations  wheti 
a  beloved  matter  lay  in  the  titmoft 
danger,  and  requiring  all  htr  aAivc 
fcrviccs.  Where  too  was  Henry  I  Was 
it  not  natural  for  him.  to  write  to  his 
Lucy  ?  and  how  iitiptobabk,  that  ht 
fhould  permit  another  pen  to  tranfcribe 
his  melTage  that  he  wifhed  her  to  return 
inftantly  1  The  alarm  which  the  letter 
excited  prevented  the  con&deratton  of 
thefe  contradiftory  particulars.  -Mift 
Evans  was  in  the  chaife  on  her  return 
to  Caeraai^onfhire  in  half  an  hour  after  ^ 
it  arrived;  nor  was  it  till  her  anxiety 
K.  5  fw 
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ibr  her  irihcr  «ts  tcKefied  kf  fiaSu% 
iikat  iht  whole  mmthrc  wu  an  infi^ 
noiM  itnpofiuQPji  chftt  fte  facggu  to  be 
fiivprifed  at  her  own  wwt  ef  peneini- 
ttbn  in  QOt.immiiSatify  cfiliwMripig  k  «> 
be  foi  A  ftsteoaeot  of  thU  fkiS^  wUdi 
Skewed  ta  convey  fome  freih  indirationt 
«f  FhsMibomc's  guik  was  iuupt^ute^ 
:di^tcbc;d  to  Monceicbt  aod  Heoty 
PojperfoQUit  undentook  to  be  the  cou- 
tier*  His  generous  heart  braved  every 
indignity  and  every  danger ;  nor  could 
e?en  hi$  Lucy's  apprchenfive  terrors 
difiuade  him  from  defying  the  relent- 
mentof  aman  whom  fhe  believed  M 
be  capable  of  adding  murder  to  his 
ether  crimes.  The  prdervatioQ  of  his 
.once^fondly  loved^  and  ftiU-teaderly 
.efteemed  Geraldine,  overpowered  all 
Rgard  for  his  own  perfonfd  ia&ty^  B«t 
his  generous  ioteations  wese  fruftratod 
by  the  events  wick  had  haj^ientd  at 
Montcith  previous  ta  his  arrival. 
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CHAP,  XXXIX. 

O  mvcb  decctv'dy  much  fulini;,  htpkft  Srt  I 
Cf  tby  imAiin'cl  rt timi  I  ffcot  ptrverlt  ? 
7hott  Derer  from  that  hoor  in  Pandife 
Found*ft  cither  fweet  repaft  or  found  repof*  { 
S«ch  ambvfliy  laid  amoBf  fwcet  A>wert  aad  Aadef ^ 
Waited  with  btliiih  raneoor  imminent 
To  ioterbept  thy  way,  or  fend  ihee  back 
PefpoiPd  of  ianoceaccy  of  faith,  of  hiifi  f 

IfllTOW* 

Xhe  diftrefs  of  Mifs  Evans  for  her  fa* 
ther's  fuppofed  illnefs  had  given  a  tem- 
porary diverfion  to  lady  Monceith's 
ideas  s  but  they  foon  recurred  to  the 
CODtcmplation  of  her  own  forrows.  The 
aSe£Ungfcene  of  the  preceding  evenings 
by  reviving  all  her  forn>er  tenderneis, 
gj^ve  that  importance  to  her  friend's 
judgment  of  which  it  had  been  for  fome 
time  deprived  i  and  while  (he  recolledled 

JL  6  the 
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the  impreflive  carncftnefs  and  imfil^ 
pucabic  finccrity  with  which  it  was  de- 
livered^ flic  deemed  it  at  lead:  endded 
to  attennon;  and  (he  detenniaed  lo 
fcrutinizc  the  principles  on  which  (he 
had  founded  her  opinioa  of  Jbltzof- 
borne. 

She  firft  re?erted  to  the  hig|i  cfiuna-* 
tion  in  which  his  chara&er  was  held  bf 
the  world.  Every  one  (poke  of  him  as 
.a  moft  extraordinary  man :  and  his  in* 
violable  integrity  was  confirmed  by  his 
behaviour  on  the  difcovery  of  lady  Ara- 
bella's attachment  to  him.  Nay,  ftrange 
as  it  might  feem,  fhe  often  thought  that 
he  ftill  cheriffaed  her  idea  in  his  heart. 
She  knew  that  he  had  preferved  her  pic- 
ture, and  he  had  juft  rcje6ted  the  pro- 
pofal  of  an  advantageous  alliance,  with 
the  rich  heirefs  of  an  Iflandic  chieftain. 
This  conftancy,  though  from  the  dif- 
cordance  of  their  character  fcarcely  ac- 

tribuuble 
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tribucablc  to  the  caprices  of  love,  pror- 
cd  the  folidicy  of  his  virtue,  and  fecured 
Gcraldine  from  even  a  pofTibility  of  be- 

^  ing  the  objedt  of  his  licentious  paflion. 
His  (pcculativc  notions  on  fome  points 

•ivcre  indeed  reprehenfible ;  but  then 
they  were  merely  fpeculations ;  and  (he 

^11  thought  Mr.  Evans's  notions,  which 

•tended  to  confine  opinion,  were  defi« 
cient  in  liberality,  and  founded  on  a 
tyrannical  delirc  of  fubjugating  the  free 
independent  mind.  All  her  own  ob- 
iervations  tended  to  convince  her,  that 
Henry  and  Lucy  exaggerated  his  errors. 
No  dire£t  charge  was  brought  againft  him, 
even  fuppofing  his  companions  to  have 
been  as  profligate  as  they  were  defcribed. 
A  twelvemonth's  intimacy  was  fome 
ground  whereon  to  judge  of  charaders; 
•and  (he  could  not  help  affirming,  that 

the  innocence  of  his   conduA  was  a 

proof 
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proof  of  the  tnoffiuifivciieft  of  lut  prfah 
ciples. 

The  change  in  lord  Monteidi  coidd 
noti  eyeo  by  Lucy's  own  coofeffioot 
be  clearly  traced  to  hb  iofiueoce*  Tfat 
fufpicioQ  that  he  vas  accei&rf  to  hii 
lord(hip*s  faults  only  arofe  ftxMa  the 
probabUicy  of  hb  having  Ibme  fircrac 
icducer^  and  the  inftuence  which  Fita^ 
olborne  (eemed  to  have  over  him.  For 
her  own  part  flie  was  doubtful  of  the 
exigence  of  a  (educcr^  and  could  noc 
perceive  any  certain  proof  of  that  fuj>- 
pofed  influence. 

His  marked  attentions  to  herielf 
fbrraed  the  next  accufation^  But  Lucy 
knew  nothing  of  the  manners  of  the 
great  world>  or  the  freedoms  which 
cuftom  had  rendered  generaL  The 
vniverftl  homagf.,  which  even  ^ipfr^ 
frid$idbtkmy  required^  aodthe  fkmt- 
liar  intercouric  to  which  the  cenforious 

did 
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id  not  affix  the  lead  (badow  of  impro- 
rietj^j  would  (hock  her  friend's  notions^ 
mncd  10  the  depth  of  retirement,  and 
idler  founded  on  the  idea  of  what  was 
mdeor^  than  on  the  coofideration  of 
iliat  is  pradicable. 

Her  thoughts  then  fell  into  a  train  of 
"fleAioa  upon  the  incidents  of  her 
irljr  yearSj  the  peaceful  (hades  of 
^oweF(£ourt>  the  joyous  hours  of  play- 
tK^gaiety,  the  endearing  recolledion  of 
mder  confulence,  and  interefting  (im- 
licicy^  all  rendered  (till  more  exquifitc 
J  the  vivid  glow  of  youthful  hope^ 
4uch  fpread  a  more  fafcinating  fplendor 
Qund  the  prefent  fctne,  bf  the  pro* 
aUe  of  more  briHiaoc  future  enjoy- 
ICBIS.  FalUcious  promife  !  falfificd 
Mdiftbn  i  <«  Is  there/'  faid  fht,  caft« 
Bg  her  eyes  fifom  the  proud  heights  of 
<Mteidi  caftlc  on  the  fiibjeA  vale; 
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them  from  the  fcrvice  of  oftenta- 

taion  and  vanity  to  the  nobler  purpofes 

x>f   benevolence    and   integrity.      She 

iooked  over,  without  a  figh,   the  va- 

-rioiis  articles  of  ornament ;  but  her  mo- 

Cher's  pidure,  fet  round  with  diamonds 

'excited  a  ftrong  repugnance.    It  had 

'been  prefented  to  one  of  her  fifters,  and 

^vcftored  to  the  Powerfcourt  family,  on 

the.  death  of  its  owner.    Lady  Monteith 

attentively  contemplated  the    features. 

.^  Thou  art  at  reft/*  faid  (he  j  "  would 

*•  I  were  fo  too.     Thou  didft  endure 

.«•  fcvere  bodily  fuffering  j  mine  are  the 

:«*  (harper  tortures  of  the  mind.     The 

-■.■  negleft  of  an  eft  ranged  hufband  never 

-"  rived  thy  heart !" 

She  (hen  began  a  letter  to  a  friend  at 
Edinburgh,  whom  fhe  wiflied  to  employ 
as  an  agent  in  this  bufinefs.  The  diffi- 
culty of  affigning  a  motive  for  this 
aftion,  and  the  fufpicious  fccrecy  that 
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««  RccoUcft,"    replied   Fitzofbornc, 

^  ■*  that  cbc  influence  of  lord  Monteich 

(  ^  has  permitted  me  to  extend  my  hopes 

f  ••  beyond  the  narrow  fpherc  of  a  younger 

^  brother's  enjoyments^  and   do  not 

^  check  the  impulfe  of  gratitude.'* 

^  Then  to  lord  Monteith  be  the  re- 
^  compence  made/' 

^  And  why  not  to  hb  charming 
^  wife  ?  I  Ihould  admire  this  lovely 
*<  pride,  did  I  not  fufpeCt  that  it  was 
«•  united  to  a  degree  of  fufpicion,  un- 
««  worthy  of  your  purity  and  my  own 
«•  honour.  Can  I  no  way  convince  you 
«•  of  my  fincere  difinterefted  friendfliip  ? 
.^  Can  I  make  no  oflFers  which  will  not 
«  be  difdainfuUy  refufcd  ?" 

•'  Yes,  certainly  you  may,*'  replied 
die  countefs  $  ^'  and  I  will  depute  you» 
«•  ioftead  of  my  Edinburgh  friend,  to 
«  difpofe  of  thcfc  jewels.  Fafhion  va- 
^  net  fo  muchj  and  people  in  thexoun- 

"  try 
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€€  cry  dre&  ib  fdain,  dut  I  kmadftnx 
«  wuc  fech  oraamentt.  Bcfide,  lord 
««  Mooficich  wm  mnaikib^  libtnl  m 
^  mj  marrage.    They  irsUy  are  aoi 


«  of  tbc  fmaUcftofe  tn 

«(  I  wiUuigljr  uBdcmlDe  die  annntf* 
«*  fion,"  renned  FitsoAwnifrs  ^  l« 
^  ic  may  be.  fome  daic  before  I  ctt 
^  find  a  piirchafers  aod  why  HmmII 
^  this  money  lie  uicleis  in  ny  feae* 
<<  ury  ?  Arc  the  objeds  of  your  bomif 
^<  (for  I  know  it  is  not  extravagance^ 
^*  but   gcneroGty,  which  limits    yoar 

refources)  to  languiih  to  an  uacer^ 

tain  period  ?  Why  may  I  ootadvanoe 
«<  it  by  way  of  loan  ?  Indeed,  ladf 
<<  Monteith!  ypo  are  too  icnipi- 
<«  lous." 

^  I  believe/'  faid  fhe,  tccotteaiiig 
herfel^  ^  I  am»  I  will  accept  your 
<'  oficr*    The  jewels  will,  I  am  con* 

^  fHffttf 
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^  fident^  difcharge  the  debt;  and  pray 
•*  never  expefb  mc  to  redeem  them." 

This  bufinefs  being  adjufted,  a  mo- 
tnentary  paufe  enfucd.  "  We  exceed* 
««  ingly  regret/'  obfcrvcd  Fitzofborne, 
^  the  lofs  of  our  cheerful  companion 
^  Mils  Evans.  I  hope  (he  will  find 
•«  her  father  better."  The  countefs 
fiocerely  joined  in  that  wi(h. 

*'  She  was  the  life  of  our  party,'* 
CODtinued  Edward.  '^  My  lord  is 
^  quite  miferable  at  her  going.  He 
<<  declares  that  he  never  met  with  a 
^  woman  wbofe  manner  fo  much  en* 
*<  tertained  him ;  sdl  vivacity  and  fpirit ; 
*<  and  certainly  flic  was  alTiduoufly  at- 
**  attentive  and  obliging  to  his  lord- 
«  ihip." 

•*  She  is  generally  obliging  to  •  every 
"  one,"  replied  the  countefs.  ^^  But 
^  I  think  you  fomedmes  experienced 

'<<  father  a  feverc  bon  mot/' 

^•0,1 
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<<  Oj  I  don't  doubc  that  my  impeiti- 
<<  nence  defervedic;  and  it  was  of  do 
<<  confequence  to  me,  fo  flic  kept  lord 
<^  Montcich  in  good  humour.** 

Ficzofborne's  remarks  were  never 
without  meaning  j  and  the  moft  candUT 
tempers  when  roufed  to  fuipicion»  are' 
ever  the  moft  watchful.  ^  Does  hej*^ 
thought  the  perplexed  Geraldine^  ^mean 
**  to  infinuate  that  (he  was  improperly 
"  attentive  to  my  lord  ?  She  is  defti- 
*'  tute  of  vanity,  and  infinitely  (upe* 
*«  rior  to  every  finifter  defign.  If  (he 
^'  was  more  pointed  in  her  civilities,  it 
*^  muft  have  been  from  her  conviftioii 
<*  that  I  failed  in  paying  him  due  ob- 
^^  fervance;  and  (he  ftrove  to  fupply 
"  my  deficiency.  Alas !  even  my  bo(bm 
**  friend  condemns  me.  Even  my 
*«  Lucy  will  not  allow  how  difficult  it 
<<  is  for  an  injured  heart  to  be  at  once 
<<  afFcAionate  and  (incerei  to  dif- 
7  «*  giu(c 
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'*  guife  the  bitter  feeling  which  un^ 
^'  kindnefs  calls  forth,  under  a  forced 
'^  foiile  that  has  loft  the  power  of  plea- 
"  fing/' 

This  inference  was  exadly  what  Ed- 
ward wiflied  her  to  draw.  He  had  for 
focne  time  attempted  to  revive  the  flame 
of  jealoufy  in  lady  Monteith's  bofom  i 
but  it  was  not  in  the  chaftc  flmplicity 
of  Mifs  Evans's  manner  that  he  hoped 
to  6nd  materials  to  feed  the  fire.  Ic 
was  Efficient  for  him,  that  Geraldine 
fliould  think  her  friend  cenlbrious  and 
partial ;  another  objed  had  long  fince 
been  fixed  upon  to  cffcSt  the  confum- 
mation  of  Fitzofborne's  treacherous  de- 
vices. 

Among  lord  Montcith's  tenants  was 
a  young  woman,  the  daughter  of  a 
farmer,  highly  graced  by  the  charms  of 
natural  beauty^  and  not  Icfs  diftinguidi- 
ed    by    a    levity   of   manner^    and   a 

VOL,  III.  L  f^fhion- 
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ftfliiotmbk  arraog^mem  of  ^rdlf^«C' 
tremely  diffitnilar  10^  cktt  phi»  «ltiit 
Md  fober  demeaocAirof  the  «l9iglA«tafi 
in  her  rank  of  life.  Thcfe  /£iimto<i 
fiances,  chough  perhaps  Daly  At: 4i61c 
of  foily  and  incoQ(ideraobg».  iMr  «t^ 
worft  iinfu^icioiisvaaiqr,.:ilue. 
warn  beauty  tif  the  gM  ifocttA: 
teotton :  and  ettn  at  the  eaftfe,  ^wlMi 
better  fubjeds  were  exbiMrfbed^  ^biLf^ 
ton,  the  finery,  and  the  flinatioai  of 
Patde  Thompfon  formed  .m  oetafioMi 
Ijhecne  for  converfatton.  Geraklide  hal 
been  frequently  diverted  by  lierairfE* 
ward,  yet  not  difguftii^  knieacioii  tl 
her  own  drds  and  manners ;  and  *« 
Fitzofbornc's  fir  (I  arrival  at  Montekbf 
Ihe  pointed  her  out  as  a  figure  iMf 
likely  to  attrafb  general  atceotioo  ^ 
feen  in  Grofvenor-iquarc.  or  Hjrd^ 
park.  Edward  gazed  a  few  moilieoi^ 
an  exclamation  of  iiijprize>  anil 

ihtn 
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then  whirred  her,  that  fhe  was  the 
czaft  likenefs  of  Mrs.  Harley« 

From  that  moment  the  counteis 
warned  her  eyes  from  the  blooming 
Patde  with  an  involuntary  Ihudder  cf 
horror;  and  when  (he  invited  the  rural 
Jifles  to  a  dance  in  the  caftle  in  honour 
)0f  one  of  her  daughter's  birch^days, 
ibt  was  fecretly  pleafed  that  Farmer 
Thompfon's  daughter  could  not  be  of 
die  party.  Even  her  viQts  ac  the  old 
man's  houfe  were  leis  frequent  than  chofe 
which  (he  made  to  her  other  neigh- 
bours. She  felt  herfelf  wrong,  and  fhe 
determined  to  make  a  painful  effbrc  to 
be  right.  She  fet  out  accordingly,  and 
had  nearly  reached  the  dwelling,  when 
ihe  faw  lord  Monteith  walking  haftily 
towards  it  by  another  road.  The  dif- 
covery  was  of  itfelf  fufficiendy  agitat-* 
ing>  but  Fitzofborne,  as  ufual,  pointed 
die  dart  more  direAly  to  her  peace  of 

L  fl  min<^ 
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mtnd  by.  tbo:  fudden  exdaoiatioB  of 
€€  Good  Heaven  I**  He  Jcft  Imr  v4k«K* 
ly«  flew  to  tbc  earl,  aadL  JcMog  kin 
bjr  the  arcDj  with  a  degree  of  viokiK 
gefticukdon,  walked  back  witb^  Un  » 
the  caftle. 

The  vifit  of  the  eouateis  wtt  flioni 
and  her  manner  was  ungradous.  Sbr 
returned  home,  and^  pleading  chat  the 
walk  had  overcome  hcr>  fhe  coadaaoi 
confined  to  her  chamber  the  rensaioder 
of  the  day«  However  poignant  heribdr 
bgs,  file  never  difclofed  them  even  ta 
her  Lucy,  who  was  then  at  Montejib; 
But  fhe  had  continued  to  brood  over 
this  really  accidental  circumflance  io 
fecret  till  the  time  of  which  I  am  now 
treating.  If  it  (bould  here  be  objeded 
to  my  narrative^  that  chance  had  top 
confiderable  a  (hare  in  the  fuccefi  of 
Ficaofborne  to  give  probability  to  the 
fimilar  dcflgns  of  another  viUaiii,  let 

inex* 
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srience  and  felf-confidence  remem- 
chat  a  determined  feducer,  admic- 
■iMI  to  an  equal  degree  of  intimacy^  will 
'^  '    ^a  find  in  the  domeftic  events  of 
family  equal  opportunities  of  ex- 
Aftdidng  his  views.     The  moft  fubtile 
^"^  lua  cannot  preconcert  every  opera- 
It  is  in  the   diredling   fkill   by 
kich  incidental  circumftanccs  are  made 
-4b    conduce  to  one   great  dcfign^  that 
Ae  power  of  fuperior  ability  is  moft 
Ckhinently  vifible. 

«-  Fitzofborncj  now  conceiving  the  mine 

.  to  be  fully  delved,  determined  on  the 

immediate  explofion.      He  was   con- 

.  ftioua  that  a  difcovcry  was  impending; 

#nd  when  he  confidcred  the  magnitude 

,  aind'  the  intricacy  of  his  plots,  he  felt 

iLftbnhhed  at   his  own  good  fortune  in 

hairing  fo  long  efcaped  deteAion.    To 

trifle  -with  danger  was  now  folly. 

L  3  My 
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My  re tdcrs  have  doubcleft  iferifaed  to 
bkn  (be  letter  which  hurried  Mi&  Evini 
to  Caernarvonfi)ire>  as  they  wiU  eaily 
conceive  that  her  preiencc  was  an  infii- 
pcrable  obftacle  to  the  cooif^ion  of  hii 
iniquity.  I  muft  now  inform  thera,  dot 
by  repeated  bribes  he  bad  (educed  the 
fidelity  of  lord  Monteith's  butler^  and 
the  groom  who  generally  accoa>panied 
him  on  horfc-back.  They  regularly 
gave  him  information  of  every  event 
that  happened  in  the  family.  His  ap« 
pearance  in  the  library,  and  the  opening 
of  the  banqueting-room  door  on  the 
night  lady  Montcith  went  down  ftairs  to 
fpeak  to  the  (leward,  were  not  accidental 
The  watchfulnefs  of  Mifs  Evans  checked 
the  audacious  hopes  which  he  had  that 
evening  dared  to  form  from  the  ex- 
treme refentment  which  diftrefs  had  en- 
kindled in  lady  Monteiih's  miod  againft 

the 


A  TALE  OF  THE  TIMES.  22 J 

£he  degrading  condufb  of  her  lord.  But 
Mifs  Evans  was  now  far  diftanc;  the 
faithful  confcientious  fteward  had  fet 
out  for  Edinburgh  to  tranfa£t  fomc 
money  affairs,  and  lord  Monccich  was 
wholly  engroflcd  by  the  (hooting  kaCon, 
which  had  juft  commenced. 

The  third  morning  after  MifsEvans's^ 
departure,  my  lord  was  abient  at  breaks. 
£ift  i  but  that  was  not  uncommon.  Fitz- 
ofborne  read  fome  of  Wieland's  works 
to  the  countefs.  commented  on  the 
beautiful  defcriptions^^  and  then  pro- 
pofed  a  walk.  They  went  through  the 
plantations  to  the  lake.  On  the  road 
ihe  enlarged^  with  afFe^ing  fimpli* 
city,  on  the  pleafure  which  (he  once 
enjoyed  in  adding  a  finifhing  grace  to 
the  richnefs  of  that  ftriking  fcenery  i 
and  a  tear  ftole  down  her  cheek,  as  (he 
pointed  out  parts  which  her  lord  had 
ufed  to  commend.  Fitzofborne*s  replies 
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*'  My  lord  cook  no  fervant,*'  was  the 
buder's  reply* 

Gcraldine  felt  alarmed :  **  Sure  no 
^  accident  has  happened.  Call  my 
^  lord's  groom/'  He  was  queftioned 
idpeding  the  lafety  of  h'ls  horfe,  and 
:dic  Gountefs  was  now  informed  that  he 
.wn  not  gone  out  upon  any  of  his  own 
faories. 

**  Search  the  woods  immediately. 
"  Some  dreadful  event  muft  have  de- 
^  tained  him.  He  never  would  go  far 
^  from  home  on  foot^  and  unattended* 
**  Had  he  a  gun  with  him."  The 
groom  now  owned  in  fome  confufion^ 
chat  his  mafter  had  fet  off  early  that 
morning  in  a  hired  chaife  and  four. 

.**  Do  none  of  you  know  which  road 
^  he  took  ?"  The  fcrvants  were  divided 
in  their  opinions.  The  greater  part 
fiud,  he  went  towards  the  moorSy  but 
die  buder  and  the  groom  declared  that 

L  5  they 
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die  faw  the  chaife  turn  rauiid  by  the 
lodges  in  the  park^  as  if  h  was  going 
to  Fanner  Thomplbn's,  aod  thcn^afer 
haTing  flopped  for  a  momenEy  proceed- 
ed towards  Edinburgh. 

Gcialdine  now  tremUed  with  mde- 
fined  dtftt«fv  «  Did  yon,''  find  Ifae 
to  FitzoflKnej  ^  know  nothing  of  tfab 
•*  journey  ?** 

He  ordered  the  fenrants  to  mm,  and 
then  faidj  ^  He  confides  none  of  ibe/e 
**  fecrets  to  me.  I  only  know  that  his 
«  affairs  are  defperate;  but  before  I 
<^  mention  my  forcher  fufpicions^  allow 
*<  me  to  afccrtain  their  validity.     I  wiO 

**  juft  run  to  farmer  Thompfon's.  For 
^^  heaven's  lake !  becompofed.  I  will 
^'  foon  be  back.  Shall  I  fend  your 
**  children  to  you." 

«<  No !  no  I  fly  !  fly  V  was  all  Ibe 
coukl  articulate. 

He 
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He  foon  returned^  and  the  tale  he 
told  corroborated  in  every  particular  the 
|}uder's  jtccouot.  Pattie  Thompfon  was 
leen  in  a  chaife  with  a  gentleman  wrap- 
|>ed  in  a  riding-coat,  at  fix  o'clock  that 
fOOming.    The  countefs  fainted. 

The  tyger  whofports  with  the  viftim 
that  he  holds  in  his  fangs  is  not  fuf- 
pe£led  to  feel  compaffion ;  nor  did  the 
tender  epithets  which  Fitzofborne  ad- 
drefled  to  the  objcA  of  his  more  fa« 
▼age  cruelty  indicate  a  relenting  heart. 
He  wiihed,  indeed,  to  recal  her  fenfes ; 
but  it  was  only  that  (he  might  feel  the 
torments  of  guilt  added  to  thofe  of 
snifery. 

No  fooncr  did  he  perceive  remrning 
life  faintly  flu(h  upon  her  cheeky  land 
her  fcarcely -opened  eyes  fixed  upon 
him  with  a  look  at  once  expreflive  of 
confidence  and  dcfpair,  than  he  deter- 
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^«  with  your  diftrefs  before  you  have 
■<  learnt  fortitude  to  endure  it.  Can« 
^  not  you  be  for  a  little  time  at  the 
««  Evans's?" 

*'  My  Lucy  is  already  finking  with 
><  her  own  forrow.  Ought  I  to  increafe 

«  ic  r 

<<  Permit  me  then^  ever  loved  and 
'<  refpe&ed  lady  Monteith,  to  propofe 
'«  another  afylum.  I  have  a  fitter,  a 
■*  woman  of  the  moft  unblemiihed  cha- 
^<  rader,  who  will  efteem  it  an  honour 
*^  to  protedt  you.  Allow  me  to  con* 
**  du£k  you  and  your  children  to  her. 
<<  She  lives  in  Lancalhirc.'' 

*'  No !  Fitzofborne.  I  muft  not  take 
"  refuge  with  jr^i^r  friends." 

'*  I  can  name  no  other  fan&uary^ 
'<  unlefs  it  be  lady  Arabella  Macdo- 
•'  nald*s  houfe.  And  furely  calumny 
*<  itfelf  muft  approve  of  your  taking 
«•  refuge  there." 

"I  can* 
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*'  been  under  fome  little  miftake  :  and 
*<  not  chufing  to  be  upon  bad  terms 
^  with  a  gentleman  fo  vflilly  well  fpoken 
**  o(,  and  received  every  where^  I 
«'  juft  tdd9  that  I  fliall  be  very  glad  to 
»  ice  you  at  my  parties  when  you  come 
^  to  London.  I  hope  this  conceflion 
^  will  fadsfy  lord  Monteith,  to  whom 
^  and  his  fweet  Geraldine  I  beg  my 
«<  tender  regards,  and  remain,  fir,  with 
^  fincereefteem, 

**  Your  very  obedient  fervant, 

*'  Arabella  Macdovald/' 

«  Shall  I  then  throw  myfelf  at  her 
^  feet  i  and  afk  her  to  proteA  me  and 
<<  my  children ;  to  fave  us  from  want  i 
**  to  foften  the  pangs  of  pcrSdy;  at  leaft 
"  dil  I  can  gently  prepare  my  father  ?*' 
inquired  the  affliAed  Geraldine. 
.  '*  I  would  advife  that  you  fhould 
^  not  only  do  fo,  but  that  you  fliould 
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**  cattd  circumftanGcs  of  grief  and  dif- 
**  treft?  Oh!  hold  my  bratn,  or  let 
^  mc  lofe  rcSedion  in  inftanc  madnefs. 
**  Unparalleled  I  unpardonable  cruelty  !*' 

^'  It  is  indeed  unpardonable.  Mon* 
''  teith,  the  execrable  Monteith,  is  un- 
*«  worthy  of  you.** 

'<  May  the  anguifh  which  I  fuffer, 
^<  Fitzofbornr,  warn  you  of  the  danger 
^  of  a  precipitate  choice  1  Let  not  your 
'*  eye  miflead  your  judgment,  nor  your 

u  fancy  cheat  you  with  the  lemblance 
^«  of  nonrcxifting  virtues." 

''  My  hearty  moft  charming  moralift^ 
^*  is  for  ever  fixed  where  my  judgment 
•'  has  difcovered  the  mod  unqueflion- 
•  able  excellence.  Yet  do  not  droop 
^*  beneath  you  forrow.  The  tyrant 
'*  laws  of  cuftom  will  not  for  ever  bind 
^'  you  to  the  mean  deipicable  feducer 
'*  of  a.fimple  ruftic,  the  depraved  aflfo- 

Ipciate  of  a  hireling  proftitute/' 

"  True. 
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«*  True.  But  my  children.  O! 
^  for  their  fakes  what  would  I  not  fut>- 
«  mit  to  ?  I  would  ftill  endure  his  con- 
^  tempt.  I  would  kneel>  and  humbly 
'^  fupplicatc  to  be  the  partner  in  all  their 
"  father's  fortunes." 

Fitzofborne  paufed.  ^'  No  iojuries» 
*^  I  fee,  can  compel  her  to  sk  wilUng 
<'  elopement.  It  is  well;  I  have  a  re* 
"  fource.  I  know  that  I  poflcfs  her 
*'  afiVrftions ;  and  women  always  pardoa 
"  where  they  love/* 

"  If  fuch  be  your  refolurion,"  faid 
he  to  the  half-frantic  Geraldine,  "  let 
^  me  inftandy  order  your  carriage,  that 
"  you  may  fet  off  in  purltiit  of  him. 
"  Every  moment's  delay  incrcafes  the 
**  difficulty  of  overtaking  him.** 

"  True.  I  will  be  gone.  You  are  my 
"  better  angei,  Fitzofborne.  Order  my 
**  carriage,  while  I  fetch  my  little  ones. 
**  They  (hall  kneel  with  me  to  their 
'•  faithlefs  father."  • 

«*  Dear- 
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"  Deareft  lady  Monicith,"  returned 
Fuzoiborne>  infernal  triumph  fparkling 
in  his  eyes,  *'  how  diftrefs  afFefls  your 
^'  fttong  incelleAs  1  At  this  late  hour9 
*^  their  feaibn  of  reft,  would  you  ex- 
**  pofe  their  delicate  frames  to  the  dan- 
«'  ger  of  a  rapid  purfuit  ?  Confider,  that 
« aU  your  hopes  of  overtaking  lord 
^^  Monteith  depend  upon  your  fpeed.  If 
^  you  are  fucccfsfulj  your  own  charms^ 
*^  and  your  deep  diftrefs,  muft  poflefs 
^  fufficient  eloquence  -,  and  if  you  are  fo 
*^  unfortunate  as  to  mifs  him,  will  it 
"  be  afting  with  proper  decorum  to 
**  lady  Arabella  to  obtrude  your  family 
*^  upon  her  without  previous  prepara- 
"  tion  ?" 

"  Am  I  then  to  leave  them  here, 
«•  the  fport  of  mercilcfs  creditors  ?'* 

*^  Reft  aiTured,  madam,  that,  how. 
**  ever  barbarous  our  laws  may  be,  in 

"  that 
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.4, 

f  ^^  chat  particular,  the  eiccution  of  cteoi 

}  fMs  happily  conduftcd  iHth  urbaniqTf 

«  ac.  leaft  to  people  of  jour  ranlu    Buif 

y  *Mo  fofcen  any  apprehenfion  on  their 

j  ^'account,  I  will  take^drc  to  efctit 

i  *^  them  wherever  yoo  pleafe  to  order; 

'*  when  you  are  placed  in  honouraUe' 

I  *'  proiedion.     Their  nuHea  are  very 

'*  careful  of  them  1  they  are  too  yotfog 

;  <<  to  know  forrow  by  anticipation  i  and 

**  any  ule  will  account  for  your  ah- 

»  « fence." 

::  *<  Is  the  carriage  ready  i  where  iM 

'\  ••Maria?'* 

;  (  <*  She  and  my  fervant  muft  pack 

.  I  ^  up  a  few  neccflSiry  changes  of  linen. 

i  «*  They  can  follow  us  in  another  chaile.'* 

T  ••  Us,   Fitzolborne  ?     you    do    not 

:  i  «*  mean  to  go  with  me  ?*' 

f  '  "  On  that  head  I  muft  be  firm.     Hu- 

.  I  **  manicy  will  not  fufFer  me  to  let  yoo 

. ;  <•  undertake  fuch  a  journey  by  yourfelC 

.  i  cc  in 
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^  bi  circumflAnccs  of  fuch  peculiar 
<  diftreis.  Befide^  if  you  (hould  over- 
''t»ke  Monceich  upon  the  road,  who 
^'  knows  but  chat  his  violence,  aggra-- 
^^  vated  by  detected  guilt,  may  make 
=«  you  want  a  protcftor." 

**  What  bloody  fcenes  are  you  re- 
''  solving  ?  Loft,  unhappy  Geraldine  I 
^'  Better  perifli  here  than  want  a  pro- 
^  te£tor  againft  thy  hufband/' 

*^  He  has  abjured  the  feelings  annex- 
^^  ed  to  that  tide.  Though  I  renounce 
'*  the  name  of  his  friend,  and  cancel 
<'  all  ties  of  gratitude^  yet  for  your 
<*  lake  you  ihall  fee  me  calm  and  dif- 
«  paflionace,  nay,  even  patient  of  infulr. 
«*  But  you  forget  how  we  wafte  thefe 
*'  precious  moments*'' 

"  Ah,  true."     She  ftcpt  towards  the 

door;    and    then,    fuddenly  ftoppiog, 

exclaimed,  "  Where  arc  my  children  ? 

^  I  muft  fee  them  once  more  ?" 

'*  Would 
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«<  Would  you  wake  cbcin  from  their 

«<  fleep  ?'*  cried  Ficzoibomej  who  dread* 

ed  the   event   of   ftich    an    iocenriew. 

<*  Would  you  fill  their  innocent  minds 

y  with  forrow  at  feeing  your  diftreft  ?*' 

^^  Sleep  on,  my  innocent    peaceful 

<<  cluldren ;  and  never  may  ye  know 

^  what  your  mother  fufiers  !''  She  then 

turned  her  eyes  upon  Fitzoflx>nie.  The 

expreflion  in  his  countenance  excited  t 

momentary  alarm.    She  withdrew  her 

hand  from  his  impaflioned  gralp,  and 

fearfully    uttered :     ^<  Something   ftill 

<^  whifpers  me,  that  I  ought  not  to  go : 

•«  at  Icaft,  not  with  you/' 

*<  Whence  this  cruel  diftruft  of  your 

*'  adopted  brother,  the  contracted  huf- 

**  band  of  your  Arabella  ?"   returned 

the   re-collefted    diflembler.      •*  Dear 

"  lady  Monteith  !  Will  thefc  ftarts  of 

«*  too  fufceptible  delicacy  never  ceafc, 

«'  even  if  you  (hould  fee  that  engage- 

«  ment  fulfiUed  ?" 

"  Then 
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*•  Then  remember,"  replied  flic  in 
in  impreflive  voice^  <'  chac  my  diftrac- 
^*  don  enfeebles  my  judgment.  My 
^<  brain  fcems  on  fire.  If  the  ftep  you 
M  advife  (hpuld  widen  the  breach  be- 
'<  cween  mc  and  my  lord,  on  you  be 
"  all  the  blame." 

«•  May  it  reft  upon  me  for  ever !" 
Efe  mcered  this  terrible  imprecation  as  he 
led  his  vidtim  to  the  chariot.  He  ftopped 
a  ftioment,  under  pretence  of  giving  his 
valet  inftrudions  for  their  route,  while 
<3eraldine,  clafping  her  trembling  hands 
exclaimed,  **  Adieu^  Monteith !  perhaps 
•«  eternally  adieu!"  TJicfervants  crowded 
into  the  corridor  with  looks  of  confterna- 
tion  and  diftrefs.  Fitzofborne  called 
tloud  that  the  other  carriage  fliould 
follow  as  fbon  as  pofTible^  and  join  them 
at  the  next  poft-rowa.  Then  throwing 
tiimlelf  into  the  chariot,  the  horfes  fct 
bff  full  fpeed  on  the  Edinburgh  road. 
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CHAP.    XL. 

Axyliit»  hofpitable^  rich,  and  good. 
In  fair  Arilba*t  walls  (hit  native  place) 
He  held  hit  feat  §  the  friend  of  honaa  race. 
Faft  by  the  road»  hit  erer  open  door 
Obliged  the  wealthy,  and  relievM  the  poor. 
Breatbleft  the  good  fnao  fell. 

Maria  flood  in  the  great  hall  ready 
to  attend  her  lady,  her  cyc%  fwcUed 
*  iviih  tears,  and  her  heart  throbbing 
with  forrow  at  the  idea  of  her  beloved 
miftrcfs's  diftrcfs,  when  fhc  was  joined 
by  the  old  houfekeeper. 

**  Pray,  Mrs.  Maria,"  faid  the  good 
woman,  "  can  you  tell  me  what  is  the 
"matter  with  her  ladylhip?  Ic  is  fo 
•'  odd  to  fct  out  for  London  at  eight 
"  o'clock  at  night,  and  fo  late  in  Sep^ 
«  tcmbcr  too.     Thank  God  !  there  i$ 

*'  a  very 
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^^  t  very  good  moon  to  be  fare,  and 
•*  the  roads  arc  very  fafc,  and  I  wifh 
•*  you  all  well  there  with  all  my  heart. 
^  But  the  poor  foid  mud:  be  faint,  for 
^  flbe  has  not  ate  one  mouthful  of  din* 
*'  ner,  though  1  fent  up  two  courfes  as 
*'  nicely  diflied  as  ever  I  did  in  my  life. 
^  She  has  had  nothing  within  her  lips^ 
^  the  footmen  fay,  but  one  glafs  of 
'^  fome  fort  of  cordial  which  Mr.  Fitz« 
^<  ofborne  mixed  up  and  gave  her/' 

<*  My  maRer  did  not  touch  one  morfcl 
*'  neither,"  obfcrvcd  Fitzolbornc's  fcr- 
vant,  who  now  joined  them. 

**  Your  matter,  Mr.  Pomade,  doea 
('not  do  many  things  which  other 
"  people  think  they  ought  to  do.  He 
'*  never  goes  to  church,  nor  fays  his 
'*  prayers  i  and  yet  he  pretends  to  be 

^  very  good.    So,  if  he  can  be  good 

^«  without  going  to  church,  or  faying 

VOL,  III.  M  «*his 
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( **  tct  out  on  our  immenfe  long  ezpedU 
^  do-.'* 

I       The    houfekeeper    now    beckoned 

\  Maria  into  tlje  fpicc-room,    *«  Do  as 

:  '«•  you  pieafcj    child,"   faid  the  faga- 

'   cious  macrons   <<  but  if  I  was  yoU|  I 

**  would  not  go  to  London  with  that 

^  random  fop«     You  and  I  will  get 

**  into  the  chaife,  and  fay  nothing  to 

^  him,  but  go  by  ourfelves  after  our 

««  dear  miftrefs." 

^*  But  he  has  received  directions 
**  what  inns  we  are  to  (top  at  on  the 
"  road." 

"  Never  mind.  With  God's  bleflf- 
"  ing,  we  (hall  find  her  as  well  with- 
•^out  him  as  with  him,  I  dare  fay.  Ah 
<'  Maria !  Maria !  there  is  no  good 
••  abroad,  I  fear.  Heaven  prcfervc  her 
«  ladyfhip  is  all  I  fay  !'• 

One  of  the  (lable^boys  now  entered 
to  fay,  that  J  as  my  lord's  groom  was 

M  2  putting 
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puning  the  borfes  mio  the  tfSVtKng 
poitchaife,  one  of  them  had  mrncd  nS- 
live,  and  had  kicked  the  fbliii  all  to 
pieces.  'j 

"  Then  harnefs  out  my  lordV'  cx- 
cUimcd  Maria. 

"  Thai's  impoffiblc  j  for  the  coach- 
*<  man  is  gone  with  ic  to  Sdrtiog  to  be 
"  mended." 

"  Then  I  will  have  the  coach." 

•*  What  ?  Tend  the  new  coach  t»el« 
•*  miles  in   the  night i    Not    Mito 
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A  Ihout  of  ridicule  was  now  raifed 
againft  che  houlckecper  by  Mr.  Pomade» 
who  came  to  condole  with  Maria  upon 
hit  misfortune  in  not  having  the  plea- 
fiire  of  travelling  with  iier  that  evening. 
•«  We  muft  defer  our  expedition^  my 
*•  dear,"  faid  he,  "  till  morning's  early 
^  ray  i  and  I  proteft,  but  for  the  lofs 
^*  of  your  charming  company,  I  (hould 
^  be  glad ;  for  I  find  the  thick  moun- 
*«  tain  fog  very  pernicious  to  my  lungs, 
<«  which  fufiered  extremely  in  croflTing 
^*the  Alps  when.  I  came  out  of  Italy. 
•«  Mr.  Fitzolborne  has  too  much  friend- 
<*  Ihip  for  me  to  be  difpleafed  at  my 
<*  not  expofing  myfelf  to  the  night 
«  air." 

^'  I  will  follow  my  lady,"  faid  Maria, 
"  if  I  go  on  foot." 

"  To  be  fure  you  will  be  very  likely 
''  to  overuke  her,  who  has  fet  out  an 
'*  hour  before  you  in  a   chariot  and 

M  3  "  four. 
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•«  four.  No !  come,  as  it  is  utterly 
•^<  iropolTible  for  us  to  proceed,  let  us 
•*•  embrace  my  good  friend  the  butler's 
^^  propofal,  and  have  a  little  fcftivaU 
He  has  promifed  us  plenty  of  excel- 
lent champagne ;  and  I  requeft  Mifi 
*<  Maria's  hand  for  the  balL  Nay  I 
"  my  dear  creature,  why  do  you  cry 
^*  fo  ?  Lady  Monteith  wiU  be  raftly  weH 
•'  taken  care  of,  I  dare  fay.  Ton  my 
'^  foul  I  I  fhall  begin  to  be  fcandalous, 
'*  if  you  take  on  fo,  and  fay,  that  though 
**  her  ladyfhip  looks  like  an  angel,  fhe 
**  IS  a  devil  cf  a  tcrmaeant." 

••  I  don't  know  ^^\\n  your  matter 
*'  looks  like  i  but  I  could  tell  you  u^hac 
"  he  is,  if  I  chofc  ir/'  faid  the  houfc- 
kceper :  "  but  it  is  not  my  way  to 
*'  be  uncivil  to  any  body."  Her  mo- 
deration, however,  continued  no  longer 

than  uU  fhe  heard  that  the  riding-hories 
were  all  loofc  in  the  Park,  and  that  the 

groom 


I, 


A  TALB  OF  THB  TIMES.  247 

lom  had  fatigued  himfclf  to  no  pur« 
fe  in  endeavouring  to  catch  them, 
e  now  poured  upon  £itzofborne  a 
Nifiuid  execrations;  and»  without 
pog  the  lead  attention  to  the  exculcs» 
dch  ftrove  to  perfuade  her  that  thefe 
sibrtuoes  were  merely  the  cffcSt  of 
inoe,  her  paflion  and  Maria's  tears 
Bune  fo  troublefome,  that  the  butler> 
pacify  them,  promifcd  to  walk  to  the 
tt  poft^towD,  and  to  order  a  hired 
life  immediately. 

He  did  walk^  but  it  was  only  to  the 
;Cch*tower,  where  he,  Mr.  Pomade> 
d  the  perfidious  groom,  fpent  a  riot- 
m  evening,  exulting  in  the  triumph 
wickednefs,  anc^  anticipating  their 
omifed  reward,  while  the  reft  of  the 
nily  exhibited  a  fcene  of  diftradion. 
The  morning  rofe^  but  not  to  bring 
tnfoktion.  The  obftacles  to  Maria's 
Hewing   her  lady   multiplied    every 

M  4  hour. 
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hour.  Indeed  J  that  faithful  ^rl  mn 
now  incapable  of  taking  the  journey. 
She  had  bee^  in  ftrong  hyfterics  moft 
part  of  the  night ;  and  the  ,  venerable 
houfekeeper,  though  ihe  alternately 
blamed,  pitied,  and  commended  her 
affcdtonate  feliow-fervant,  had  now  fo 
cxhaufted  her  own  feeble  (Irength,  that 
0ie  was  unequal  to  any  further  exer- 
tion. 

About  two  o'clock  ^  carriage  drove 
into  the  caftlc-yard,  and  was  welcomed 
by  the  univcrfal  fliout  of,  "  Thank 
*•  God !  ic  is  either  my  lord  or  my  lady/* 
It  was'  neither.  Henry  Powerfcour: 
arrived,  but  unhappily  one  day  too  kte 
to  fave  the  honour,  and  ukimardy  the 
life  of  Geraldine* 

"  Where  is  lady  Monteith  ?'*  was  his 

firft  inquiry.     *'  Gone."—"  Whither  r" 

No  one    knew, — "  With   whom  ?*' — 

"  Mr.  Fitzolborne.'* 

Henry 


-  <C 
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Henry  reeled  againft  the  portal, 
clapped  his  hand  to  his  forehead,  and 
was  (pecchlefs. 

The  fcrvants  crowded  round  him. 
A  burft  of  tears  relieved  his  manly 
forrow.     He  then  inquired,  "  Where  is 

my  lord  ?— «  Gone  tbo."— "  What, 

in  purfuit  of  the  countefs  ?"— No ! 
they  believed  her  ladyfhip  was  gone 
after  him. 

•^  This  is  villany  of  a  deeper  caft," 
refumed  Henry.  **  She  is  the  viftim 
"  of  frauds  not  of  perfuafion.*' 

The  houfckcepcr  was  by  this  time  got 
into  the  hall>  eager  to  afk  his  opinion, 
or  to  receive  his  inftruftions.  And  the 
pale  trembling  Maria,  hearing  that  Mr. 
Powerfcourt  knew  what  was  become  of 
her  lady,  had  dragged  her  feeble  frame 
.to  hear  the  dcfired  tidings* 

•*  Heaven  blefs  you  !  my  good  fir,** 
faid  the  houfckceper*      "If  you  had 

M  5  "  but 
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<<  but  come  t  lUdc  fooner,  it  would  noc 
<^  have  been  lb/'  Heary  now  ioquared 
the  paraculars^  which  were  recoooted  it 
intelligibly  as  twenty  difietent  voices 
could  dcts^  theau  In  one  peine  they 
all  agreed,  that  their  lady  feemcd  in  the 
greatcft  diftreft. 

^  Ahj  betrayed  innocent  I"  cxclaiflned 
Henry.  ^  And  is  my  brd's  journey  a 
"  fccrcttoo?" 

'*  A  mod  profound  one>  fir,^'  laid 
the  butlen 

'^  He  went,  you  fay>  in  a  hired  chaifc 
''  and  (bar,  at  fix  o'clock  yeftcrday 
<'  morning,  the  road  toward  thfc 
"  Moors?" 

**  I  do,  fir,"  replied  the  groom* 

««  Nay  now,  Sandy/'  faid  one  of  the 
fbotmant  *'  chat  is  litde  better  than 
^*  a  lie;  I  faid  fo^  and  you  told  mf 
*<  lady,  when  fhc  iecnxd  Co  frightened 
<*  about  him,  that  you  £iw  the  chaife 

•*  turn 


it 
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^'  turn  by  the  lodges  in  the  park^  and 

^^  then  ftop,  and  go  back  again  toward 

^^  Edinburgh." 

"  *Did  not  you  think  fo  too,  Mr* 

**  Thomas  ?*'  faid  the  groom,  addr^IT- 

ing  the  butler. 

•'  Why,  my  eyes  might  deceive  mc, 

"  butMr,  Pomade  thought  the  fame." 
"  Who  is  Mr.  Pomade  ?" 
^  Mr.  Fitzolbornc's  fervant." 
*'  Call  him.    He  may  poffibly  throw 

'^  fome  light  on  this  inexplicable  bufi- 

"  nefs." 

'*  He  went  ofF  to  London  at  four 

*'  pVlock  this  morning,"  anfwercd  the 

groom. 

"  How  ?"— <^  On  horfcback." 

«  Another  lie,"  exclaimed  the  hoBfc- 

keeper.     **  O,  there  are  fome  wicked 

Y  doings,  and  it  will  all  come   our. 

•*  The  very  ftones  in  the  ftrcet  will 

<?,  (peak  when  there  has  been  a  murder. 

M  6  «  His 
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*^  His  mafter  has  got  no  horfest  and  yoii> 
*^  told  us  that  you  could  not  catch  any 
«*  of  my  lord's,  if  we  would,  ^ve  you  a 
J»  theufindpotmds.*' 

*«  Do  !/•  did  Powcrfcourt;   ^  ftc 
'^  around   me   (b  many  ftout  healthy 
I  "  men,  fed  by  lord  MonteitK^s  hoantyi 

*  ^<  and     would   none    of  them    walk 

"  to  — -  to  order  a  chaife,  that  this 
*•  young  woman  might  have  followed. 
;  "  her  miftrefs  ?'• 

A  general  murmur  announced  that 
they  would  all  have  willingly  walked  to^ 
Jotony  Groat's  houfe  to  fervc  their  lord 
or  their  lady,  but  the  butler  had'uoder-^ 
taken  that  office. 

•»  And  why  did  he  not  perform,  it 
'«  then  :*' faid  Powerfcourt.  "I  flopped 
"  at  chat  town  myfelf  two  hours  ago> 
f-  «  and   I  am  confident,  not  only  that 

;;  ^\  there    are  chaifcs  to*  be   procured^ 

i  «  but 
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^  but  alfo  that  no  melTenger  from  Mon- 
-^  ceich  had  been  to  order  one.'' 

The  butler  attempted  an  excufe ;  but 
the    groom  falling    upon    bis  knees, 
laid,  he  would  confefs  all.    Mr.  Fitz- 
ofborne  had  long  defigned  to  run  away 
with  bis  lady  when  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity.   His  lordfliip  received  a  note  on 
.  the  evening  before  her  departure^  after 
bis  lady  was  gone  to  bed^  giving  him 
•an  invitation  to  go  to  (hoot  fome  moor- 
game    on    the    neighbouring    moun- 
tains with  fome  gentlemen  of  his  ac- 
quaintance i  and   propofmg  to  fet  ofF 
IboQ  in  the  mornings  he  left  a  note  for 
his  lady,  telling  her  where  he  was  gone. 
He  confeflcd  too,  that  he  had  told  Mr« 
Fitzofbornc  this,  and  alfo  that  he  was 
gone  in  a  hired  chaife  on  account  of 
the  bad  roads,  and  without  any  attend- 
ants,  for   gentlemen   did  not  like   to 
have  any  more  with  them  on  the  moun- 
tains 


"^i;^^ 
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^  &f  Ami  they  know  (he  will  call  them 
**  good  girls,  and  Idis  tbem>  when  fhe 
'*  comes  $  and  that  dear  beautiful  little 
^  creature  Geraldine  has  made  up  a 
M  nofegajr  for  mam-mam.  She  can 
"  hardly  talk,  you  know.  Dear  fweec 
^  Ibuls  I  to  hare  their  mother  taken 
^  from  them.  So  young  too  1  Do, 
^  good  fir,  juft  go  and  fee  them.  My 
«  little  lord  is  vaftly  grown,  even  fince 
^  you  went  away,  and  crows,  and  is  fo 
••  flicrry  I*' 

Henry  liiffered  himfelf  to  be  led  to 
riieouHery.  The  fcene  overpowered 
hk  fordtude.  **  O,  coufin  Harry! 
echoed  the  two  elder,  '<  we  are  (6  glad 
«•  you  are  come  again."— ^*  Do,"  con- 
liMied  Arabella,  *^  tell  mamma  we 
'^  are  ready  with  our  books.  Is  not 
<<  (he  well,  that  (he  has  not  been  to  fee 
^  us  this  morning  i  nurfe  does  cry  fo> 
^  and  (he  won't  tell  us  why," 

*«  Were 
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«<  Were  til  thy  drops  of  blood  fivi 
<<  Ficzofboroe  !*'  ezdiiaied  Henry^  d 
<'  crimes  demand  the  forfeiture  of  al 
«*  YillaiD !  monftrous  infernal  vilhia 
^  to  (acrificc  to  fenfinl  paflSon  tli 
«*  peace,  the  welfiire,  the  reputation  < 
«  innocents  like  thefe  l** 

• 

<'  My  dear  little  ladies,"  cried  tb 
nurfe  to  the  terrified  children^  *'  naught 
'^  Mr.  Fitzoiborne  has  took  your  mam 
^'  ma  away ;  but  if  you  will  be  vcr] 
*'  good,  and  not  cry,  this  good  gendc 
*^  man  will  fetch  her  back  again/' 

«*  Yes,  indeed,  I  will  be  very  good/ 
faid  the  fobbing  lady  Arabella,  <<  anc 
**  not  cry,  if  I  can  help  it.  Pray,  Lucy^ 
«*  don't  hold 'coufin Harry's  coat;  con- 
'<  fider  you  will  hinder  him  ;  and  when 
*^  you  find  mammai*  couQn,  tell  her  ihe 
<^  (hall  not  fee  us  cry  when  flie  comes 
J*  home  again.'! 

Henry 
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Hcniy  caught  the  children  alter- 
lately  in  bis  arms,  and  while  his  heart 
reamed  at  their  misfortune^  he  com« 
Dcnded  their  deferted  innocence, to  the 
:cnnmon  Parent  of  the  orphan  and  the 
liftrefled.  He  at  length  tore  himfelf 
rotn  the  affe£ting  fcene. 

He  now  debated  which  way  to  (hape 
lis  courfe  :  whether  to  fet  off  in  pur- 
iiit  of  the  countefs,  or  to  cbmmnni- 
rate  the  intelligence  of  her  abfcnce  to 
ord  Monteith,  and  to  confult  with 
liin  what  meafurcs  (hould  be  adopted. 
Svery  circumftancc  proved  that  (he 
lad  becfn  rather  entrapped  than  fcduced. 
\  hope  ftruck  him,  that  his  refcue 
night  come  in  time  to  fave  her  from 
liflionour,  and  he  fet  out  rapidly  in 
earch  of  her. 

He  (lopped  at  all  the  poft  inns  on 
he  route  to  Edinburgh  i  but  his  mi- 
kute  inquiries  obtained  no  (atisfaflion. 

In 
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In  thac  city  he  renewed  his  (cnitiny 
and  when  his  failing  hopes  had  alooofl 
deierted  hioij  he  obtained  vhat  Ik 
thought  a  guiding  clue.  It  proved  eva 
five.  Stilly  however^  conianccd  in  bii 
own  mind,  that  London  would  be  tb< 
place  of  Ficzofborne*s  deftinationy  ai 
being  bcft  fuited  for  the  purpofes  ol 
concealments  he  continued  to  travd 
towards  thiC  fouth^  till  he  accidental!) 
faw  a  tenant  of  fir  William  Powerf 
court's  at  an  inn  door^  where  he  wai 
changing  horfcs.  Anxiety  for  hia  Luc] 
induced  him  to  inquire  after  her  we)« 
fare.  The  honcft  ruflic  mournfull] 
Ihook  his  head.  "  Ah  !  fir,'*  faid  h^ 
'^  all  is  well  at  the  parfonage ;  but  verj 
"  bad  news  at  the  manor-hou(e»  Oui 
'*  good  old  mafter  has  heard  that  tint 
*'  lady  countcfs  his  daughter  ran  awa) 
'^  with  a  fine  London  Yquire ;  and  ii 
^  has   thrown   the  gout  into  his  fto- 

"  mach 
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«  mach,  and  xhcj  doubt  he  won't  gee 
«  over  it.  There's  not  a  dry  eye 
^f  within  ten  miles  of  him  by  this  time. 
'<  I  told  all  the  folks  I  met  as  I  came 
'*  along,  and  they  all  began  to  pray  for 
^  hin^t  and  to   drink   to  his  getting 

*  well.  And  they  do  fo  curfe  my 
"•-lady  countefs.    For  my  part,  fir,  I 

*  can*c  curfe  her ;  for  I  don't  think  it 

*  true  i  do  you  ?  She  was  the  prettied^ 
'  decentefl:  young  lady  I  ever  faw  in 
i*  my  life,  when  fhe  was  with  us,;  but 
'«  they  do  fay  this  London  Tquire  was 
'^-  an  eternal  great  rogue/' 

Henry  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
18  if  requiring  the  tardy  lightning  to 
blaft  Fitzofborne's  complicated  guilt. 
He  now  turned  his  courfe  wedward, 
ind  arrived  at  Powerfcourt  lace  the  en- 
fuing  day,  worn  down  by  fatigue  and 
inxicty.  He  had,  however,  the  fatis- 
fa^Sion  to  hear,  that  fir  William  was 

fiiU 


cious  i.i   I 
abouc  r.o:h 

^^'■•cn  he  h, 
He  decermi 
Caernarvon,' 

^'-■■e   ard  we 

-•iu    ccn.'L.'/et 
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his  preiencc ;  and  though  he  gave  little 
credence  to  the  improbable  narrativei  he 
heard  with  concern,  that  lord  Monteith's 
mfiaurs  were  in  a  bad  ftatCj  and  that  he 
and  his  lady  were  thought  not  to  be 
quite  fo  happy  as  they  were* 

Sir  William  pafled  a  rcftlefs  miferable 
aight,  and  the  next  morning  appeared 
Jerioufly  ill.  He  rofe»  however,  with 
the  determination  of  going  himfelf  into 
Scodand,  when  an  exprefs  arrived  from 
lord  Monteith,  which  proclaimed  his 
own  difgrace  in  terms  of  the  moft  ra(h 
ieverity  i  and  haftencd  the  crids  of  (ir 
William's  diforder.  He  was  immedi- 
ately feized  with  fpafms  in  his  ftomach 
and,  though  fomewhat  relieved  by  me- 
dical  aid,  he  ftill  remained  fpcechlefs, 
and  in  a  very  alarming  ftate. 

*«  He  is   pcrfeftly  fcnfible/'  conti- 

tiued  Mr.  Evans,    *'  and  his  counce- 

.  **  nance  is  inconceivably  intcrcfting.    I 

**  never 


■ 
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"  never   faw  fo 

"  fikndy  «xpre[ 

«  chat  his  frame 

«'  life  would  war 

«  that  he  blcflc 

"  rcfts  him.     I 

- 

«by  his  bed-C 

■  t 

«'  hand  when  1 1 
<«  the  portrait  t 

i 

«*  hung  at  his  b 
«  and  iaftly  raife 

;^ 

"  I  uoderllood  t 
"  to  me.    The 
••  fcrvcs,  fine  as 
"  broken.     Wr 
"  her,  I  will  re 
"  mourner.    Sh 
»*  minal ;    ihc  c 
"  doned." 
Lucy  now,  ha 

1 

'i 

return*  rulhed  ii 

quiries    rcfpedii 

V. 
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liftcned  with  breathlefs  eagcrnds  to  the 
namUTC  which  he  related.  «^  'Tis  a^ 
«<  I  faid*'  exclaimed  (he,  clafping  her 
hands :  *'  I  knew  thac  her  pure  elevated 
**  mind  could  never  yield  confent  to  an 
''  adulterous  elopement.  O  Henry  ! 
4f  do  follow  her  to  London-^the 
''  traitor  has  certainly  concealed  her 
*•  Acre  ;— refcuc  her  from  him ;— fear 
•*  not  his  oppoGtion— guilt  like  his 
••  muft  be  cowardly :  perhaps  even 
•*  yet  you  may  favc  our  Gcraldine." 

**  Let  us  ftudy  moderation  in  every 
**  thing,"  replied  Mr.  Evans  in  his 
ufual  dignified  manner;  ^^  whether  we 
•*  grieve  for  the  refpeftable  friend  who 
*'  feems  leaving  us  for  a  happier  worlds 
«f  or  leek  to  aflifl:  the  dear  lady  who  ap- 
*•  peared  to  be  worthy  of  a  better  fate. 
•^  Let  us  every  remember,  that  excefs 
•*  offends.  Do  not  you  fee,  my  dear 
*'  chiU,  that  Mr.  Powerfcourt  is  ex- 

"  haufted 
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«'  hauftcd  by  di 

4. 

"  of  fcvcn    day 
"  We  have  no  t 
*•  to  find  the  Ic 
"  therefore,  of  w 
"  in  impatient  n 
••  him  rcferve  it 

i 

*•  telligence  call 
*'  and  if /can  fei 
«•  ncfaflor,    neitl 
"  funftion  Ihall 
**  cufc.     In  the  r 
*'  fole    ourfclves 
*'  that  Fitzoibon 
"  from  the  fupei 
•*  potcncc ;    and 
"  the  care  of  tf 
*'  never  dcfcrts  t 
*•  their  own  weak 
«*  which  they  are 
«« the  meafures  wl 
**  fuggefts  by  a  c 

i 
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'^  who  is  able  to  hvc."  The  weeping 
Luey  acquiefced  in  the  piety  and  tho 
wifdom  of  this  refieftion. 

Affairs  continued  in  this  ftate  at 
Powcrfcourt  till  the  following  evening. 
Sir  William  grew  perceptibly  weaker, 
and  Henry  in  vain  ei\deavourcd  to  in- 
(pire  Mifs  Evans  with  the  hopes  which 
he  had  himfelf  abandoned.  Every 
ibundand  every  footftepfecmeJ  o  .icr 
charged  with  tidings  from  her  friend. 
About  nine  in  the  evening  a  note  ar- 
rived,  which  I  ihall  tranfcribe : 

"  To  Miss  Evans. 

'^  Let  not  Mifs  Evans  ftart  at  the 
**  writing  of  her  once  beloved  Geral- 
"  dine.  The  loft  miferable  wretch  pre- 
<<  fumesnottoclaim  the  friend(hip  which 
«<  was  the  delight  of  her  happier  days. 
^'  I  only  a(k  companion.  Tell  me,  is  my 
'*  father  yet  alive  ?  if  he  is,  exert  that 

VOL.  III.  N  "  refift- 
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**  rcfiftlcfs  eloqu 
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1               "  every  heart,  an 
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>*'  h!s  parental  bl 

[               «  child.     And  t; 

"  the  lad   I    will 

••  lips but  1 1 

«  not   afli  the  pi 

1               «  vcn.— I  did  n. 
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«  fels.— I    was  { 

'1 

"  Ah !  what  am 

■i 

)               **  home,   no  nan 
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■               **  nizc  or  to  proi 

^ 

1               •'  tcith— but  I  d 

' 

"  Yet  if  1  am  th 

'i 

"  calls  mc — I  kn 

•'  0  that  eternal 

If 

(1 

1               •'  from  the  pang 

1               "father!" 

I                   I  fpare  all  comr 

of  Mifs  Evans  at 

1  m 

rent  epiftle.     Ind 

poffible  to  fay,  \ 
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rage  or  pity  predominated.  The  tnef- 
fenger  ftatcdj  that  the  lady  who  fcnt 
him  WIS  at  an  inn  a  few  miles  diftanc 
The  landlady  told  him  ic  was  a  great  pity 
that  none  of  her  friends  came  to  her, 
for  that  (he  was  quite  alone,  very  ill, 
and  fcarcely  in  her  right  mind. 

Not  an  inftant  was  loll  in  expediting 
the  defired  confolation.  The  carriage 
was  prepared,  and  the  (ervants  mounted, 
each  contending  «with  all  their  national 
impetuofity  and  humanity,  who  fhould 
be  the  firfl:  to  fetch  back  the  refpecbcd 
fugitive.  Lucy  had  determined  to  go> 
but  Henry  perfuaded  her  to  change  that 
refolution.  "  Spend  the  time  of  my 
"  abfence,"  faid  he,  ^«  with  your  father, 
'^  and  confult  his  difpaffionate  judg- 
•*  menr,  whether  it  will  be  prudent  to 
<*  apprize  fir  William  that  we  have 
•^  heard  of  hen  Try  too,  my  love,  to 
«  prepare  your  fortitude  for  the  mod 

N  2  *•  excru- 
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iScc  refinement  of  her  idrtis  with  her 
prefent  calamities,  and  rcleafc  me  from 
the  vain  attempt  of  dcfcribing  her  men- 
tal fuffcrings.. 

She  lay  upon  A  couch  i  her  eyes  fixed 
•nd  rayle(8|  her  liftlef^  arms  hanging 
snotionlefss  her  face  deadly  pale,*  and 
half  concealed  by  her  redundant  ne« 
glefted  hain  The  atipndant,  who  was 
fitting  by  her,  announced  a  gentlemaa 
mfho  wilhed  to  fpeak  with  her.  In- 
ftantly  the  ftupefaflion  in  her  counte- 
nance changed  to  extreme  terror.  She 
grafped  the  girl's  hand,  and  entreated 
her  to  favc  her,  while  her  eyes  rolled 
with  frightful  wildncls.  The  terrified 
maid  addcci,  that  his  name  was  Powerf- 
court  i  but  that  he   (hould  not  come  in 

unlcfs  Ihe  pleafed.  The  countefs. re- 
laxed her  convulfive  grafp,  and  funk 
fainting  upon  the  couch. 

N  3  Henry, 
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Hfnry,  who  ai 
contemplated  in 
change  (o  fud( 
lovclicCV  of  fern: 
remembrance  of 
gave  a  livelier  in 
bility,  he  rejoice 
which  had  prefei 
finuaiing  iniiceme 
and  cUrpiflg  his 
piety,  gratitude, 
claimed,  **  Than! 
'*  to  anfwer." 

Gcraldine  mifi 
tion.  "  I  am  a 
«  parricide  ?  He 

"  No  !  he  is  n 
_  in  a  faultcring  ton 

"  And  has  he 
impanioned  frcnz) 
**  of  forgivcncls  ? 
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•*  I  am  come,*'  continued  Hcnr^j 
wetting  with  bU  tean  the  feverilh  hand 
which  (he  held  cowards  him,  <*  to  con^ 
^  dud  you  home.'' 

**  Bleflcdj-angeKc,  peaceful  (bund !— « 
**  My  home  I— -—'I  never  thought  to 
<^  have  a  home  again. — O  raife  me  up. 
^  Let  us  go- this  inftant/' 

«•  Are  you  equal  to  the  journey  ?*^ 

••  Yes#  I  can  go  home.  O  Heavenly 
**  (bund  I— My  father's  houfe  !  And 
<^  have  I  indeed  yet  a  father  ?•' 

Unable  to  judge  of  her  real  ftrength 
during  this  paroxyfm  of  joy>  Mr.  Pow- 
erfcourt  propofcd  waiting  till  the  horfes 
were  refrelhcd.  The  uniform  humanity 
of  Geraldine  (hone  through  her  difor- 
der.  *'  My  heart  is  furcly  grown  hard 
<*  with  my  misfortunes.  Are  they  my 
*'  father's  old  horfcs  that  ufed  to  take 
*^  me  out  when  I  was  a  girl  ?  I  talk 
^'  foolifhly,  Henry.     I  did  not  know  it 

N  4.  '^  was 
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"  was  yau 1 1 

**Mannith  co 
"  ihoughl  you- 
"  I  was  io  tcrrif 

•'  I!a*c  »o«  (■ 

"  Y«.  Dnn 
"  for  (h«  UH 
"  hnrrid  expfff 
**  nllow  mr  to  f 
•*  never  let  me  I 
"  Kotonce  mor 
'•  for  once,  befi 
*'  too  hard  even 
*»M  I  am  ?" 

Henry  contin 
with  tears.  Th 
10  his  full-fraugfi 

"  Shai!  I  evci 
tivc  mourner,  " 
*'  don't  anfwer. 
"  ttit  ?  Don't  le 
"  not  fpcak  to 
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^*  I  rejoice    to  hear  her  Voice   once 
*'  more  !" 

**  She  WLits  year  arrival  at  Powerf- 
<*  court,  there  to  join  with  all  your 
"**  friends  in  the  pious  tafk  of  foothing 
*^  your  affliclions." 

I  pafs  over  the  remainder  of  this  dif- 
treiiing  converfation.  No  perfuaHons 
could  prevent  lady  Montcith  from  fet- 
ting  off  that  night  for  what  (he  termed 
her  haven  of  reft.  She  bore  her  jour- 
jiey  better  than  Mr.  Powcrfcourt  exf- 
peftedi  and  he  perceived  with  pleafurc 
that  the  wanderings  of  her  converfation 
were  more  the  cfFcdt  of  wearincfs,  for- 
row,  and  indifpolition,  than  of  deranged 
intellects.  She  feemed  to  ftruggle  for 
fortitude,  but  her  efforts  failed  her, 
when  the  carriage  flopped.  *'  The 
'*  prodigal   returns,"    faid    (he,  "  but 

y  where  is  the  welcoming  father  ?" 

N  5  Henry 
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Henry  now  inqinred  nfier  Sir  Wil* 

liam»  and  heard  that  he  contimied  in 

the  iame  ftate.    Mr«  PoiverfcouR  fiip- 

ported,  or    rather  carriedj  GerakfiK 

into    the   breakfiift  parlour  i    but  no 

previous  refoluuon  could  reftrain  Mi6 

Evans's  tranfport  on  feeing  her.     **  My 

^'  more     than    fifter  !--<iearer     than 

«*  friend !— My  love ! — My  Geraldioe: 

**  open  thoie  fweet  eyes— fpeak  to  thy 

«'  faithful  Lucy. — Cofne,  broken  fily, 

*^  reft  upon  my  bofom,^-£ver  dear! 

«^  ever  lovely ! — Dearer  than  in  thy 

<<  hour»  of  happinefs  1 — Give  roe  hat 

^'  fome  fign  that  thou  doft  hear  me. 

«<  Only  prefs  my  hand  if  thou  canft  not 

<«  fpeak."   The  languid  countefs  feebly 

returned  her  friend's  ardent  prefiuret 

and  dropped  her  liftlefs  head  on  Luqr's 

throbbing  bofom }  while  Henry^  gazing 

on  his  deftined  partner  with  looks  of 

affcAionate  admirauon^  gently  blamed 

the 
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the  overflowing  tendernefs  which  charm« 
ed  him  to  the  foul. 

Gcraldine  gradually  revived.  ^'  And 
•*  thU,"  faid  (he,  **  is  my  father's  houfe? 
^*  And  thou  art  Lucy  ? — And  I  hear  no 
•*  reproaches — no  bitterly- remembered 
•*  warnings.*— —O  kind  friends!— O 
**  Aill  kinder  Providence^  thus  to  follow 
^*  gi]ilt  with  blefTings !— But  when  (hall 
«  I  fee  my  father  ?'' 

It  had  been  previoufly  determined 
that  this  awful  interview  fhould  be  de- 
layed till  the  next  morning  -,  and  Gc- 
raldine at  laft  reluctantly  confented  to 
try  to  obtain  fome  repofe.  *^  It  has 
*«  been/'  faid  (he,  '•  a  ftranger  to  me— 
"  I  know  jiot  how  long." 

Her  delirium  fcemed  to  return  upon 
going  into  her  apartment.  "  Be  furc,** 
faid  (he,  ^<  you  bar  the  doors  and  win- 
^  dows,  and  let  fomebody  fit  up  to 
f^  guard  mc." 

N  6  Early 
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Early  the  next  monuog  fir  MTiHiiiD 
altered  fo  conGderably  as  to  incficaie 
iminediate  diflblutkui.  His  daughter 
had  juft  dropped  into  a  broken  flumber* 
Mr*  Evaos  lamented  the  nccefficy  of 
awakening  her,  but  obfenrcd,  chat  as 
her  fisoher  was  (till  Icofihk^  hia  fer^ 
^  ^veneis  would  be  a  lafting  confiiladon. 

Prepared  by  the  counfeb  of  this  cndy 
Chriftian  paftor^  Genddioe  fuppomd 
herfelf  through  the  trying  icene  «Hth 
mccknefs^  piety,  and  fortitude.  Kneel* 
ing  by  his  bed-fide,  (he  felt  the  prefliut 
of  his  convulfed  hand  upon  her  head» 
received  from  his  quiveriog  lips  the  kifi 
of  reconciliation  and  peace,  and  watched 
the  lift  ftruggle  of  his  parting  fou]«  as 
it  winged  its  flight  to  join  in  Heaven 
thofe  benevolent  fpirits  whom  it  had 
imitated  on  earth.  Univerfal  deje&ion 
accompanied  the  news  of  his  death,  and 
the  tears  6f  a  grateful  neighbourhood 
ipokc  his  unequivocal  culogium. 
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CHAP.  XLII. 

....One  falfe  Hep  for  ever  damns  her  fame ! 
In  vain  with  tears  (he  may  her  lofs  deplore  ? 
Jn  vain  look  back  to  what  (he  was  before } 
She  fetSy  like  ftars  that  fall,  to  rife  again  no  more. 

Rows. 

The  obfcrvation  of  Solon,  repeated  by 
the  celebrated  Croefus  at  the  moft  in- 
terefting  period  of  his  life,  that  ^  we 

*  never  (hould  pronounce  a  man  happy 

*  until  we  have  feen  his  end/  was 
ftrikingly  verified  in  my  Heroine's  hif- 
tory.  Her  morn  of  exiftence  rofc  wich 
peculiar  fplcndour ;  and  even  the  con- 
templative philofopher,  who  is  accuf- 
tomcd  to  look  beyond  the  furface,  and 
CD  balance  hope  with  experience,  when 
he  confide  red  the  rare  advantages  of 
judicious   educBtionj   amiable  temper, 

difcrect 
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difcreet '  habits^  ample  wealth,  and  ex« 
emplary  conncdionst  united  in  the  per- 
fon  of  the  lovely  Geraldine,  mud  have 
concluded  that  no  comcDon  vicifGtude 
of  fortune  could  demolifli  thia  goodljr 
fiibric. 
The  commencement  of  her  married 
;  I  life  was,  in  the  ojMnion  of  the  generality 

i:  of  obfcrvers,  equally  aufpicious.  United 

to  the  man  of  her  heart,  her  fiiperior  ia 
rank,  and  corrcfponding  to   herfelf  in 
?  fortune,  perfonal  grace,  and  natural  ad- 

vantagtSy  what  ^*  a  pity  if  aught"  had 
intervened  to  prevent  the  Hymeneal 
bond  from  infuring  the  happinefs  of 
«*  this  matchlels  pair/'  The  latent 
/park  of  vanity,  lurking  in  her  bofom, 
was  undefcribed  i  and  no  one  could  cal* 
culatc  how  long  it  would  be  before  the 
carelels  Monceith  would  drop  the  cha» 
radler  of  a  lover*  No  one  afkcd,  where 
is  the  firm  judgment,  the  manly  tender* 

nefs» 
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ntfs,  which  fhould  guide  and  dxrtdi  this 
mttrading  woman  through  the  thorny 
maze  of  public  life?  Every  admirer  of 
cquipage>  vivacity,  fplendor,  and  beauty» 
pronounced  the  perpetual  happinefs  of 
the  earl  and  his  bride. 

Five  years  had  elapfed  (ince  Powerf- 
court-houfe  exhibited  the  fcene  of  fefti* 
Tity  with  which  I  ulhered  in  this  narra- 
tive ;  and  the  fun  of  Gcraldine's  peace 
is  fet  for  ever.  The  (badows  lengthen- 
ingy  as  the  bright  luminary  defcends, 
point  at  laft  to  the  tomb.  The  deaih 
of  a  revered  father,  full  of  age  and  ho- 
nour, is  not  of  icfclf  an  event  to  caft  a 
fable  hue  over  the  fcarcely  macure  life 
of  a  dutiful  affedtionate  daughter ;  but 
the  circumftances  attending  (ir  William 
Powerfcourt's  demife  were  fuch  as  lady 
Monteith  could  never  overcome.  She 
felt  convinced  that  (he  had  ihortened 
his  exiftcnce  s  and  though  his  parting 

fpiritj 
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fpirit)  uniformly  benigntur,  bfefled  aod 
forgave  his  invoiuncary  Murderer,  a 
thoofand  fatal  indifcretioris  rofe  td  her 
remembrance,  and,  ieen  thtoogh  the 
medium  of  their  effe&i,  they  Ho  lotig^ 

^  appeared  pardonable  levities.     She  >»hd 

had  afpired  to  give  delight  and  comlbrc 

,  \  to  all  around  her,  had  brought  di^rtce 

on  her  hufband,  infafkiy  on   het  chil-^ 
dren,  and  death  to  her  fadier.     The 
pious  confolations  of  Mr.  Evans  alle- 
viated the  horrors  of  her  firft  defpair ; 
but  mining  grief  confirmed  the  ravages 
which  fatigue  and  terror  had  made  in 
her  delicate  frame.    Each  riGng  morn* 
ing  fcemed  to  announce  fome  faded 
charm.    Uniform  dcjeftion  ufurped  the 
place  of  her  ftfcinating  fmile.     Feeble- 
nefs  and   melancholy  alike    reftrained 
her  fportively  graceful  movements ;  and 
inftcad    of  the    corufcations    of  her 
iprighdy  wit,   '  forro#  unfeign'd  and 

^  humi- 
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•  humiliation  deep'  fpokc  in  all  her  ac- 
crcncs. 

.  Yet  the  hcircfs  of  fir  William  Pow- 
(rfrdurc*s  fortunes  mull  ftill  pofltft 
iiifflcicnt  charrhs  to  allure  a  mercenary 
heart  t  and  Fitzofbornc  (whom  cow- 
Ardice  and  chicane  had  prefcrved  from 
the  vengeance  which  lord  Monteich's 
.  {Kirdonable  fury  firft  prompted  him  to 
rtquire  for  his  injured  honour)  encou« 
faged  the  audacious  hope,  that  the  legal 
procefs  which  the  frantic  hufband  im- 
mediately commenced  to  vindicate  his 
Ifvrongs  would  terminate  in  the  accorti- 
plilhmcnt  of  all  his  vvifhes,  by  putting 
him  in  poflcfTion  of  a  wealthy  and  ad- 
mired wife,  Miflcd  by  his  own  falfc 
maxims,  which  had  taught  him  to  be-* 
licvc    that  *    a  woman   pardons   every 

*  infult  when  (he  loves  the  infultcr,'  he 
ventured  on  the  atrocious  crimes  which 
made  him  maftcr  of  lady  Monreiih's 

perfon. 
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perfon,  while  he  knew  her  uncontamw 
natcd  foul  revolted  at  the  idea  of  cod* 
jugal  infidelity.  He  wu  now  perfuadecir 
that  (be  tnuft  feel  anxious  to  rtpftir  ^ 
urni(hed  honour :  and  being  cooTioced 
that  grief  and  (hame  never  proved  fiuil 
to  youth  and  beauty,  when  its  return 
to  reputation  and  happinels  (eeined  not 
only  poflible^  but  certain^,  he  deter- 
mined <o  make  my  drooping  Heroine, 
what  he  called,  an  honourable  ofier* 
In  the  letter  which  he  addrefled  to  her 
upon  this  occarion,  he  explained  his 
fcntimcnts  with  more  explicit  freedom 
than  he  had  dared  to  do  while  Geral* 
dine,  proud  in  confcious  innocence,  fck 
no  nccefljty  of  applying  for  confoladon 
to  the  fubtcrfugcs  of  fophifm.  But  he 
now  thought  her  predominant  love  of 
htat  and  horror  of  reproach  would  in*^ 
ducc  her  to  extricate  hcrfclf  from  the 
difgrace  in  which  his  infamous  artifices 

an(i 
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tnd  her  own  credulity  had  plunged  her^ 
by  adopting  thofe  cxcufes  which  were 
inveoted'to  enfeeble  virtue,  and  to  fane- 
dfy  vice.  He  knew,  indeed,  that  {he 
bid  a  tale  to  tell,  which  would  harrow 
up  the  hearer's  foul;  but  he  well  un- 
derftood  the  laws  by  which  public  opi- 
nion is  regulated^  and  the  delicacy  of 
her  featiments.  Thefe  reafons  con* 
vinced  him  that  fhe  would  never  ex* 
pole  her  defence  to  a  doubtful  belief. 
I  (hall  now  fubjoin  his  letter,  written 
about  two  months  after  fir  William's 
death,  with  her  reply. 

"  To  THE  Countess  of  Monteith. 
'*  Madam, 
"  When  I  rcfleft  upon  the  melan- 
«« choly  event  which  has  recently  hap- 
«  pened  at  Powerfcourt,  I  feel  that  an 
^  additional  odium  devolves  upon  me, 
^  which  rcf]c£tion   and  candour  muft 

**  own 
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^  own  I  biive  not  dcferved.  Could  I 
^poffibly  have  forfecn,  that  when  I 
••felc  the  power  of  your  irrcGftibie 
^eharms,  I  was  preparing  the  griTC 
^of  your  worthy  father  t  No^  love- 
**  licft»  and  nto(lHKi6red  of  weaen  I 
*<  whatever  of  imperfeAion  And  fiiBcf 
^  may  be  attached  to  my  cbaraAeft  it 
^  is  pure  from  the  approach  of  deKberatt 
«  cruelty. 

'^  I  hear»  with  inexpreflible  conoerot 
'*  that  your  too  fufceptible  mind  fini^s 
<^  under  the  inconveniences  of  your 
'<  prefcnc  Htuation.  Suffer  mcj  madam, 
«'  to  remove  the  veil  of  forrow  which 
<*  now  clouds  your  reafon,  and  pcr- 
«'  mic  me  to  direft  your  view  to 
"  future  profpcAs.  Inconfideration 
•*  like  mine  (for  I,  in  jufticc,  claim 
•  **  that  the  blame  (hould  be  folcly  con- 
«  fined  to  myfelQ  is  too  frequent  in 
*'  this  nge  to  excite   indignation  ;   and 

«  the 


A  TALB  OF  THE  TIMES.  aSj 

"^  the  known  unworthinefs  of  lord  Mon- 
<*  teith  forms  an  excufe  which  all  ladies 
**  who  have  diffolved  their  firft  niarriage 
^*  connexion  cannot  plead.  Some  con- 
*'  vcrfation  will  indeed  be  excited^  while 
<«  bis  lordfhip  purfucs  the  legal  revenge 
«*  which  his  vindiftive  temper  will 
^  prompt  him  to  adopt.  But  it  will 
**  ccafe  with  the  adventures  of  the  day. 
*•  Your  prefcnt  exemplary  behaviour 
**  will'  reftore  you  to  the  efteem  of 
**  the  world  $  and  permit  me^  Madam^ 
^'  to  indulge  a  hope^  (it  is  the  only  one 
''  which>  fince  I  have  heard  of  your  ex- 
*^  treme  diftrefs,  makes  my  exiftcnce 
^  fupportable,)  that  you  will  deign  to 
^^  accept  the  reparation  which  it  is  in  my 
<^  power  to  make  yoU|  by  allowing  me 
**  to  lead  you  to  the  altar  the  moment 
**  you  are  free  from  your  prefcnt  difaf- 
•*  trous  tie.  There,  I  tfuft  with  the  moft 
<f  auipiciou3  omens,  will  I  dedicate  to 

«  you 
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^jau  B  bcBrt  penetnted  with  jrow 
^  merits,  Bnd  b  miod  CBpable  of  levcr- 
<<  ing  bU  die  daBzling  fuperiority  of  iBfte» 
'^  informstioot  Bod  difceriuneiir»  which 
t€  you'poflefs. 

<<  I  mull  hope>  diat  the  happyr  mo. 
^^  ment  wiU  arrive^  when  we  Ihiill  look 
<<  back  upon  our  paft  forrows  with  goow 
«<  placencjr,  and  confidcr  them  aa  die 
*'  progenitors  of  prefent  blils.  But  wbj 
<'  (hould  exceflive  forrow  now  pref 
<^  upon  your  heart  ?  Ic  is  but  to  ice 
^*  you,  adorned  as  you  are  with  all  that 
<^  art  and  nature  can  beftow  of  lovely 
^<  and  excellent ;  it  is  but  to  contraft 
*«  your  charader  with  that  of  the  im- 
^<  perious  infcnfible  being  to  whom  a 
'' juvenile  inclinatton-  unhappily  en- 
<c  gaged  you ;  and  he  muft  be  loft  to 
'^  the  moft  amiable  feelings  of  huma* 
^<  nity  who  does  not  excufe  and  pity 

^<  me.    The  moft  enlightened  literau 
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^'of  the  age  have  proved,  that  chaftit/ 
^'  confifts  in  the  individuality  of  affec* 
*'  rion  s  and  when  lord  Monteich's  con- 
^  da£b  has  forfeited  your  affedion,  the 
^*  transfer  of  your  perfon  to  another  is 
^*  equally  delicate  and  juft.  Marriage^ 
*'  being  merely  a  civil  engagement  can- 
**  not  invalidate  the  great  laws  of  Na- 
^  ture ;  and  the  man  muft  be  a  prey 
^  to  the  moft  narrow  prejudices,  who 
•*  would  deny  a  woman  the  right  of 
^  flying  to  the  prote6lion  of  a  kindred 
^^  mind,  when  her  revolting  foul  fpurns 
*^  the  tyrannical  power  of  a  hufband 
'^  whom  (he  can  neither  refpeft  nor 
"  love. 

**  O  my  beloved  Geraldine !  fufFer 
^  me  to  drop  the  hateful  tide  of  your 
'^  former  thraldom,  and  to  call  you 
<*  mine.  I  have  been  contented  to  fup- 
^  prefs  the  keen  indignauon  of  wound- 
^  ed  honour,  and  have  forborne  to  in- 

**  tcrrupt 
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^^  itmipc  your  filial  forrovs  by  in  €»" 

'  «  plaoadoa   of  what    mvft  ajqpcar  to 

«  you  a  bafc  4ercruon  wbcn  I  Ic^  yoa 

^<  at  the  ino   at  l>    Alas  1   I*  qq^ 

^  propofcd  aa.  abfencc  of  a  few  hofni 
<*  to  procure  you,  an  boaourabk  afy* 
^'  lum  10  my  fiftcr's  fktnilj  i  aad  dpnig 
'<  that  interFal  Montekhj  wii^  the  ca* 
^<  pricious  crueky  oatuFul  to  his  di^ 
^  fitio9,  bereft  me  of  the  trtafiue  I 
«^  had  rifked  fo  much  to  obtain,  sod 

^^  then  abandoned  it  to  an  unfecliDg 
^<  world.  What  anguifh  hav,c  I  not 
*'  fufiered  firice  that  moment  1  Yet,  ftill 
•'  more  to  convince  you  of  the  rcfpcd- 
''  ful  delicacy  of  my  unaltered  lovfi 
I  will  not  afk  permiffion  to  throw 
myfeif  at  your  ftret  til)  the  joyful 
*'  moment  of  your  epiancipatioq.  Thea 
<'  will  I  lejid  you  back  to  the  worMi 
<<  nine- tenths  of  whom  will  not  oaly 

6  « jufti^ 
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.^jofli  fy  but    applaud    your    condud. 
••  That  fyftcm  of  univerfal  bencvolencCy 
'^  which  fuperfedes  all  wricteii  prcccpc» 
.^^  gains  ground.     To  that  do  we  ap- 
<<  peal,  and  not  to  the  Jnfane  morality 
'*  of  ipecific  injunAions,  which  fooHQily 
*^  and  even  wickedly  attempt  to  bring 
^*  individual  actions  under  the  limita- 
^  tion  of  one  general  rule.      Maa  in 
^*  fociety   mud  retain   all    his    natural 
'*  rights ;    and  the  reftraints  that  cir- 
**  cumfcribe  thofe   rights  (if  founded 
'*  upon  falfe  principles)  mud  foon  fub- 
••  mit  to  the  refiftlcfs  voice  of  public 
**  opinion.     Nor  does  this  fydem  tend 
<^  to  encourage  general  profligacy  of 
'^  manners.     No  !  it  can  only  apply  to 
**  thofe    more     intelligent    charafters, 
*^  whofe  refinement  is  a  fecurity  againft 
^<  licentioufnels. 

<<  So  acute  is  my  own  confcioufnefs 
<^  of  crror»  that  my  heart  darts  from 

VOL.  III.  o  '  **  the 
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*<  be  weakly  credulous^  that  he  afirontt 
'^  her  with  a  propofaU  which  atrocious 
<<  guilt  alone  empowers  him  to  make  ; 
'^  and  from  the  indignity  of  which  fhe 
<^  was  once  happily  fecured  by  infur- 
^^  mountable  barriers^  till  he  reduced 
<^  her  to  the  dire  necefficy  of  furrender-* 
<^  ing  the  facred  name  of  wife^  and 
f<  mingling  her  bluihes  with  her  teara^ 
^  when  (he  hears  the  once  joyful  ho* 
<*  nourable  appellation  of  mother. 

'*  You  feem>  (ir»  to  difown  the 
<^  charge  of  deliberate  cruelty.  Ac* 
^  county  if  you  cani  for  your  condudt 
«« by  any  other  motive.  You  know 
^'  what  I  was  when  I  had  firft  the  mif* 
*'  fortune  of  feeing  you.  You  know 
^  how  foon  you  formed  a  plan  for  my 
<^  deftruftioHt  and  by  what  arts  you  have 
**  made  me  what  I  am.  You  know 
''  too^  how  your  infidious  ftiendAiip 
^'lieduced  lord  Monte]th»  and   made 

02  *<  him 
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<<  htm  unconfcioufljr  acceflarjr  to  mj 
«<  undoing.  To  you  he  owes  the  con- 
«<  tsmination  of  his  once  unfullied  ho- 
«<  nour.  From  you,  my  innocent,  dif- 
« graced,  deferred  children,  require 
*«  their  mother,  their  inftruAor,  the 
«  guardian  of  their  infant  years.  From 
i  "you  I- demand  my  ruined  peace,  my 

«<  uhfulHed  fame,  my  loR  health,  and 
«'  every  blaftcd  profpefi,  which,  while 
•'they   rendered   life   valuable,   taught 
«'  me  to  look  on  death  with  fcrcnity. 
*«  I  not  only  require  of  you  the  life  of 
*'  my  dear  venerable  father,  but   I  alfo 
<«  charge  you  with  having  given   in- 
««  conceivable  anguifli  to  the  laft  hours 
*«  of  one  who  lived  but  to  make  others 
"  happy ;    whofc    benevolence    would 
"  not  have  hurt  a  worm  I — He  is  at 
«»  reft.— Would   I  were    fo    too  !— 0 
"  that  I  were  now  joined  to  his  pure 
«  beatified  fpirit  I— But  I  muft  firft  pafi 

^<  through 
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*^  through  many  a  purifying  fca  of  for^ 
<^  row.  How  excruciatingly  re6ned  has 
««  your  cruelty  been  I  Life  b  infupporc* 
<'  able,  but  I  dare  not  afk  to  die. 

'*  I  fcorn  to  reply  to  the  arguments 
**  urged  in  your  infamous  letter.  Ad- 
"  drcfs  chem>  fir,  to  thofc  who,  while 
**  the  lead  a  life  of  guilr,  wifh  cheaply 
'*  to  purchalib  the  reputation  of  virtue. 
*^  Yet  beware  how  you  confide  in  them, 
^*  when  the  awful  fummons  of  death 
^^  calls  you  to  an  invifible  world.  For 
^^  me,  all  my  temporal  views  have  ter* 
^' minated.  I  feek  no  fubterfuges.  I 
^<  will  endure  the  cenfures  of  the  world ; 
^<  they  are  my  juft  portion.  Its  vindi- 
^'  cations  I  would  rejedt  with  difdain. 
*'  I  fubmic  to  whatever  punifhment  lord 
*<  Monteith's  lawful  refentment  inflifts. 
^*  It  does  not  belong  to  imprudence 
^'  like  mine  either  to  juftify  its  adions, 
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<<  or  ID  ooaphin  of  SaSkmg.    In  le* 
*<  peoauKC  it  all  1117  Im^. 

^  I  will  eaumeiatc  the  ofi^oces  which 

«f  daiiD  my  conftanc  tears.     Too  will 

^  dim  fee  friiat  porcioii  of  gi^  fills  ta 

**your  ftare.^     Your  anfbl  adulation 

**  pkafed  my  vanitj,  and  while  I  fiqp* 

**  pofed  myfelf  mrcely  aoiufed  bf  your 

**  coMerfittioo»  you  excited  a  growikg 

*^  intereft  in  my  tegard.      To  you^  by 

**  imperceprible  degrees  I   transferred 

^  the  cfteem  of  which  I  thought  my 

^  lord  undeferving  ;  and  I  Toothed  my 

^  *•  repronng  confcicnce  by  fuppofing, 

^  that  in  admiring  you,  I  honoured  virtue. 

i  ^  Blindly  perdnacious,  I  perfifted  in  re- 

f  ^*  je£Hng  the  counfels  of  my  more  dif- 

i;  ^*  ccming  firicndsj  and  purfued  my  own 

^  ^^  fiiUacious  judgisient  which  uught  me^ 

*<  that  immoral  aAions  were  not  the 

I*  natural  confequcncc  of  relaxed  prin* 

*^  ciplcc 
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*'  ciplc.  Yau  know  that  you  concealed 
*'  the  full  tendency  of  thofe  principles 
•*  from  me.  You  know  that  I  always 
<*  darted  at  what  I  thought  feemed  to 
*'  militate  againft  religion  and  virtue. 
**  You  often  affailcd  roe,  but  I  was  your 
*'  admirer  and  apologlft^  not  your  con* 
«*  vert. 

*<  Thus  far  I  have  contributed  to  wj 
^<  undoing ;  and  may  my  ftory  be  an 
*'  awful  memento  to  all  who»  trufting 
^  in  the  fuppofed  fecurity  of  their  owa 
*<  virtue,  negleft  the  fuggeftions  of 
**  prudence  ;  and  under  the  perverted 
''  name  of  friend  (hip,  admit  a  finifter 
•*  gueft  to  difpute  the  poffeflion  of  their 
•*  afFeftions  with  the  lawful  claims  of 
<*  connubial  duty !  May  it  alfo  wara 
<*  thofe  wives,  who  availing  themfelves 
<^  of  the  indulgence  of  fafhion,  permit 
**  the  marked  attentions  of  an  agree- 

^*  able  man  of  unknown  or  fufpiciou^ 
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"  charaAer,  however  they  may  think 
*^  chemfelves  fanftioned  by  cuftonit  pro- 
*'  teAed  by  the  rules  of  dccorufn^  or 
^  fecured^  as  you  taught  me  to  thinks  by 
^<  the  bond  of  pre-^ccacbmcnt.  I  ibaU 
**  not  then  die  in  vain. 

Let  me^  though  Ibame  and  horrcr 
alike  agitate  my  trembling  framc^ 
^*  this  once  allude  to  thofe  particulars 
*'  of  my  misfortunes  which  you  alone 
**  can  iiluftrate.  You  ftem  to  allow^ 
"  that  it  was  to  your  artifices  ^that  I 
**  owed  the  fetal  abfcnce  of  my  friend 
"  and  my  hufband  on  the  day  I  left 
*«  Monteith.  You  know  the  arguments 
'*  by  which  you  influenced  my  elope- 
"  ment;  may  your  lepentance  enable 
**  you  to  efcape  the  terribte  malediction 

•*  with  which  you  clofcd  them.  You 
**  know  how  I  hoped  to  overtake  my 
**  lord  at  every  ftagc  -,  hut  your  hearty 
^'  rendered  callous  by  guilt,  cannot  con- 

*•  ccivc 
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^  ceive  the  agonies  of  miin  when  I  firft 
^  fufpeft  ed  your  nefarious  purpofe«  My 
'^  confufed  recolleftion  can  trace  no 
'*  more.  I  only  know  that  returning 
■*  reafon  taught  me^  that  I  was  a  wretch 
«  for  ever. 

"  And  can  you,  who  know  that  your 
<'  life  is  in  my  hands,  who  are  confcious 
^  thar^  by  telling  my  fad  tale  in  a  court 
"  of  jufticc,  I  could  convi  fl  you  of  a 
*'  crime  more  foul  than  murder,  fuppofe 
<^  me  capable  of  plighting  my  faith  to 
'•a  monftcr!  No  J  Fitzofbornc;  en- 
•<  joy  the  fccurity  which  my  own  feel- 
**  ings,  and  not  compaflion  for  you, 
«c  allow  you  to  poflfcfs  -,  but  infult  mc 
*'  no  more.  Know,  that  the  moment 
••  which  revealed  your  bafcnefs  tore  frorh 
•*  my  heart  every  ycftige  of  efteem,  and 
•*  taught  mc,  by  nty  deteftation  of  the 
^^  oflfence,  to  hate  and  to  dcfpife  the 

••  oflfendcf» 

05  ^  From 
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^  From  #  wifli  of  roufiog  in  ycftif 
^  brcift  the  torpid  feelings  of  coaipiinc«( 
^  dol^  I  honour  your  kcicr  with  a  copi^ 
^  ous  reply.      The  compliments  you 
^  pay  to  beauty  are  ill  addreOcd  to  tbe 
^  faded  form  which  pens  this  epiftle  i 
**  and  the  praife  of  fuperior  talents  are 
^  equally  ioappGcable  to  her  whom  yoo 
^  haTc  proved  guilty  of  the  weakeft  va« 
^'  nicy,  and  the  Uindcft  credulity. 

"  I  have  forfeited  the  name  with 
*^  which  lord  Monteich  once  honoured 
'^  me,  and  I  will  not  dilgrace  the  ua- 
**  luliicd  purity  of  my  facher's. 

"  GlRALDISTE." 


An  interefting  converfation  took  place 
between  my  Heroine  and  her  friend 
upon  the  fubjcd  of  thcfc  letters.  The 
couRCefs  Jiad  (hewn  them  to  Mifs  Eransi 
and  requefted  her  opinion  of  the  ten- 

dcncy 
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^ency  of   her  reply.      '«  Worthy  of 

/'  yourfclf,"  was  the   anfwer.     «'  But 

**  there  is  one  part/'  continued  Lucy, 

^'  which  feems  to  afk  for  explanation : 
.*^  Some  particulars  of  your  ftory  are 
*^  unknown  t6  me,  nor  do  I  wi(h  to 
^'  hear  what  it  will  be  agony  for  you  to 
**  repeat.^  But  why,  my  dcareft!  do 
**  you  hefiute  to  do  juftice  to  your 
<'  wounded  fame,  perhaps  too  to  pre>* 
*'  ferve  focne  other  vidim  from  medU 
**  t^ted  ruin,  by  giving  up  a  villain  to 
<^  that  punifhment  which  the  oflTended 
*^  laws  of  his  country  would  inflid  upon 
*'  his  atrocious  crimes  ?" 

"  My  refolution,"  faid  the  countcfs, 
<^  is  fixed  ;  but  you  (hall  hear  the  rca- 
*'  foDS  on  which  it  is,  founded.  You 
^*  know  the  fabricated  tale  which 
**  drew  me  from  Monteitfa.  My  recol* 
^  ledtton,  then  not  clcdr,  ibon  grew 

06  *'  more 


■  1 


300         A  TAtE  01^  rm  TfMES* 

<<  more  confufcd :  and  ic   b  only  bf 

*<  comparing  circamftances  thac  I  can 

**  conneft  my  narraeive.  I  chink  I  muft 

^  have  been  firft  taken  to  m  obfcuit 

*<  houfe  in  a  lonely  ficuadon  s  for  1  re- 

^  coUeft  on  the  horfes  (topping  I  iaw 

**  only  trees  and  a  mean.  buikiing»  and 

*^  I  thought  how  foolifli  k  was  to  ftop 

*<  thei«,  as    my    lond    would    never 

«« put  up  at  fuch  a  place  as  that.-- 

*<  I  fuppofe  that  I  was  detuned  there 

'*  till  my  purfuers  had  palled  upon  the 

<<  road,     I  remember  travelling  very 

'<  fed  I  but  my  head  was  too    bad  for 

^^  me  to  gueis  where.      It  was  on  a 

««  Thurfday  that  I  left  the  cattle.    My 

^'  lord  found  me  in  a  fmall  inn  in  Lan- 

<<  cafhire  on  Tuefday.     I   was  fitting 

**in  a  room  by  myfclf,  and  weeping 

"  bitterly,  when  he  burft  in.     He  rc- 

<<  viled  me  in  the  fevereft  terms,  and 

ccgfkcd 
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**  afked  me  for  Ficzolborne.      I  told 

**  him  that  I  did  not  know  where  he  was, 

<*  and  wilhed  I  never  might  fee  him 

•*  more :— — Indeed,  Lucy,  I  fpoke  the 

*<  truth ;  but  my   lord   redoubled    his 

*'  ravings.— -I  know  that  I  faid  I  was 

**  not  fo  wicked  as  he  fuppofcd  ^  and  I 

*<  made  an  effort  to  kneel ;  but  whe* 

*<  ther  he  fpurned  me  from  him,  or  I 

*^  fell  through  giddinefs,  I  cannot  telk 

<<  «-I  hurt  myfelf  in  my  fail  $  and,  re- 

'*  covering,  found  myfelf  covered  with 

*'  blood.    But  my  head  was  relieved, 

**  and  I  was  treated  with  compaffion. 

*<  I  kept  aiking  for  my  lord.    They 

'<  told  me,  that  he  was  gone  after  the 

''  gendeman  who  came  with  me.    O 

<<  what  a  found  was  that  for  me  1  The 

**  people  at  the  inn  were  worthy  cha* 

^n&tn.     They  believed  me  to  be 

^^  penitent,  and  aflifted  me  to  efcape 

f '  from  my  icducer,    I  knew  not  where 
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»  to  go  J  buc  I  thought  you  would  ad* 
<«  vife  me.  I  travelled  rapidly  cowards 
<<  Powerfcourt  till  I  heard  of  my  k» 
«  ther's  illnefs.     You  know  the  reft." 

The  trembliog  Geraldioe     falccred 
as  fhe  repeated  this  melancholy  tale,  and 
then  funk  weepbg  on  the  boibm  of  her 
\  friend* 

«<  Suppofe  me  now/'  continued  (he, 
as  fuon  as  (he  could  recover  compofure 
^    enough   to  proceed,    «*  repeating  this 
•*  narrative  in  a  court  of  jufttce,  every 
^'  eye  fixed  upon  me  with  offcnGve  cu- 
<*  riofity  s  infulted  (at  leaft  in  my  own 
<<  opinion)  by  that  cro(s«ezamination, 
^  which  impartial  juftice  will   require 
<<  to  difcover  whether   I  was  liot  the 
<'  willing  partner  of  the  crime.     The 
^  powers  of  eloquence    will   be   ex- 
*^  erted  againft  me.      Confu(ion  may 
'^  make  me  prevaricate ;  and  when  life 
^  is  at  ftake,  mercy  pkada  for  the  cri- 

*'  minal 
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^  ihmal  whofe  guik  appears  doubN 
**  fuL  None  of  my  own  fervants  were 
*<  with  me.  I  can  bring  no  corrobo- 
♦•  rating  evidence.  It  will  be  proved, 
^  that  I  was  feen  with  him  on  the  road, 
^^  and  at  feveral    inns,   and   made    no 

**  effort  to  efcape.  My  appearance 
•*  may  have  caufed  contradiftory  opi- 
**  nions  \  mid  art  like  his  would  certainly 
<<  take  care  that  the  general  impreflion 
«'  fhould  be  unfavourable.  To  thofe  who 
'<  know  not  my  ufual  manner,  I  might 
*'  feem  paflSve,  or  acquiefc^ent,  as  well 
^*  as  infenfible. 

<*  But  flippofe  my  character  receives 
'<  all  the  juftification  it  can  by  his  con- 
«*  demnation,  of  what  advantage  will 
<<  his  death  be  to  me,  or  to  the  workl  ? 
"  The  vain  beauty,  who  is  not  deterred 
^*  by  my  misfortunes  from  Hftening  to 
'^  the  adulations  of  a  Fitzofborne,  will 
'^noc  be  diflfuaded  fron  encouraging 

3  "  the 
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"  die  fyren  foog  of  flanery  by  bcar- 
•c  ing  due  a  dcccrminrd  (cduccr  can 
^  call  in  arts  more  unwarranted  dian 
*<  illicic  perfuafioiu  Lord  Montridi  can 
^  never  be  reunited  to  me.  His  ho- 
^  nour  and  my  delicacy  demonftrate  the 
^  impoffibtlity  of  oblivious  fbrgiveneis. 
*<  Wherever  my  children  appeared,  the 
«  (ad  tale  of  their  mother  would  ftill 
*^  be  whifpered  and  the  blu(h  of  Ihame 
**  muft  dye  their  cheeks. 

*•  Nor,"  conrinued  flic,  wiping  the 
tear  which  maternal  feelings  called 
forth^  '*  can  the  mortal  wound  in  my 
<*  reputation  ever  be  healed.  I  am 
*'  confcious  of  a  thouiand  indilcre- 
<*  dons,  proceeding  indeed  from  the 
^  erroneous  idea,  that  every  virtue,  as 
'^  well  as  every  accompliflimeot,  unit- 
«<  ed  in  Fitzolbome's  mind.  Not  an  ac- 
«<  quaintance  have  I  in  Scotland,  or  in 
'*  Londoo>  wiio  cannot  rtlace  thofe  in* 

"difcre- 
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'^  difcretions  and  tell  with  what  mark- 
"  cd  preference  I  received  his  aiten- 
^'  tions  i  and  when  thefe  corroborating 
*<  tales  are  confidercd,  will  candour 
*•  fay,  *  Perhaps  the  vain  trifler  (lopped 
*'  at  aflual  guilt  ?'  A  thoufand  inci- 
"  dental  circumftances  concur  to  over- 
"  whelm  me.  My  mother's  jewels  arc 
now  in  his  poffcflion.  They  were 
not  given  with  a  culpable  defign  y 
**  but  who  will  acquit  me  ?  who' knows 
**  that  lord  Monteith's  affairs  were 
'*  embarraflcd  ?  Or  fuppofe  I  ftate  my 
^^  motives  :  there  again  I  am  fole  witnels 
**  in  my  own  caufe  j  and  Ihc  who  be- 
•*  flowed  on  a  ftranger  the  confidence 
**  which  (he  withheld  from  her  hulband, 
•^  can  fcarccly  cxpeft  belief.  I  gave 
••  him  my  pifture  too. — Good  heaven, 
«*  what  blind  dclufion  !  No  I  Lucy ;  I 
**  muft  be  filent.  I  have  been  too 
^'  culpable  to  ulk  of  innocence.    The 

*<  licentious 
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^'  Ucendous  would  (ay^  poor  Fitzof- 
"  borne  was  very  hardly  ufed  ac  laft  by 
*^  the  woman  who  invited  his  attack; 
^  and  the  cenforious  would  accufe  me 
**  of  taking  a  cruel  method  to  redeem 
*'  an  irretrievable  reputation.'* 

«'  Still,"  did  Mifs  Evans,  *^  there 
'^  are  advantages  which  you  have  not 
'*  confidered.  Your  daughters  would 
•*  certainly  be  rellored  to  your  care."  A 
flood  of  tears  burft  from  the  eyes  of 
Gcraldinc,  and  ihe  faintly  uttered: 
'*  Sweet,  lovely,  hclplcfs  girls  !'*  Then, 
after  a  paufe  (he  added,  «  Could  I 
flatter  myfelf  with  the  expedlation 
that  my  protraftcd  life  would  be  ad- 
vantageous to  them,  this  fuggcftion 
would  have  weights  but  a  tranfient 
fclf-indulgencc  may  be  bought  too 
*'  dear." 

*'  At  leaft,"  urged  Lucy,  "  let  Mon- 
**  tcith  know  your  ftory.      Convinced 

<*of 
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«  of  your  comparative  innocencci  (yon 
*'  will  not|  I  know,  allow  me  to  ufe 
^*  a  more  favourable  word,)  Henry  has 
*'  been  for  fome  time  employed  in  col* 
"  kdling  the  circumdanccs  in  your 
«*  favour.  The  chief  are  the  teftimcfny 
*^  and  the  confeflfion  of  your  iervants 
<^  at  Monteich.  Suffer  him  (o  add  to  it 
f<  your  narrative^  before  he  tranfmUs  it 
^  to  your  lord*" 

'*  By  no  means :  ufe  your  infla« 
**  ence  with  your  generous  Hr nry  to 
^^  abandon  his  propofed  juiliBcation.  I 
«^  know  the  difpofition  of  him  who 
"  was  my  hufband.  While  he  con- 
^'  iiders  me  as  an  adultercfs,  contempt 
**  prcfcrves  ray  gallant  from  his  ven- 
''  geance  >  and  he  can  wait  the  flow 
**  proceedings  of  the  hw  now  his  firll 
**  fury  has  fubfidcd.  But  if  he  knows 
**  the  wrongs  his  once  beloved  Gcral* 
^^  dine    has  endured^   pot    the  united 

'^  world 
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<<  world  could  diflViade  him  from  tak- 
<<  ing  a  more  fucnmary  vengeance.  He 
<<  would  purfue  the  ravifber  of  his  wife 
*<  CO  the  remoteft  corner  of  the  globe, 
*'  and  only  value  his  own  life  as  k  was 
<<  the  means  of  afiatling  his  adverftrf. 
*'  Chancc>  or  fkill,  my  Lucy^  and  not 
V  ^'jnfticci  determines  thefe  blind   and 

*^  audacious  appeals  to  prefumptuous 
*'  vengeance.  And  (hall  my  helpicfi 
"babes  lofc  their  only  parent  ?  No! 
"  let  every  document  in  my  favour  be 
<*  fupprefled,  at  lead  till  lord  Mon- 
''  ccich  is  fecure  from  the  fword  of  my 
"  fcducer/' 

**  Confider  yet  once  more.  Your 
lord  has  commenced  proceedings  in 
a  court  of  juftice." — "  I  have  de- 
ferved  difgrace^  and  mud  endure 
«  it.'* 

"  The  legitimacy  of  your  little,  fon, 
<'  I  fear»  is  qucftioned." 

Geral* 
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-  Gcraldinc  (hrunk  with  horror.     **  O 
«  widc«tcndcdcvil!"faid(hc;  «  Three 
^^  generations,   blafted    by     mc,    may 
«*  corfe   the  hour   when   I   was  born, 
•*  Yet,  my  murdered  father !  thy  bc- 
^^  ntgnant  fpirit^  even  in  the  pangs  of 
<*  death  forgave  me.      Will  my  flan^^ 
*^  dcred  babes  be  inexorable  ?    But  I 
^<  (hall  not  hear  their  reproaches.     The  . 
^'  time  is  not  far  diftant  when  I  may 
^  fpeak  with  an  expe&ation  of  being 
**  believed.     I  will  juftify  to  lord  Mon- 
'^  teith  the  fufpedled,   becaufe  prem^« 
'*  ture  birth  of  his  foo.     O   infupport- 
*'  table  anguifh !  that  fuch  juftificatioQ 
'^  ihould  be  required  of  me.'* 

Mifs  Evans  repeated  this  converfa* 
tion  to  her  father  and  Henry.  The  lat- 
ter praifed  the  greatnefs  of  foul  which 
dilated  thefe  fentiments, 

"  Your,  interefting  friend,  my  dear 
'^  child^  does  indeed  repent^''  iaid  Mr. 

£v<ins. 
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Evans.  "  No.TiodiOive  nge>  ra 
"  felf-arquittcd  accufuioiii  cf  ocben, 
*'  mingle  with  her  true  rcmnft.  Sbe 
*'  properly  apprediKs  die  degree  of 
**  her  own  culpability  i  nor  does  inf 
"  remaining  af!c<flion  fof  her  fakmt 
"  lurk  in  her  paflionate  rrfMUJi,  Sc 
«  feemi  like  the  pcnitem  dduiM  bf 
«  our  immortal  bard. 


'(  Aod  ofcet  Otc  flwncwiih  i«f^** 
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CHAP.     XLIII. 

Hail  wedded  love  l^—^i-by  thee, 

Fottnded  in  reafon,  loyal»  juft,  and  pnre> 

KelatioBt  dear,  and  all  the  cbaritiet 

Of  father,  fon,  and  brother,  firft  were  known. 

Milton. 

Gribf,  the  fwift  anticipator  of  time, 
continued  to  prey  on  Geraldine's  youth* 
ftil  cheek.  Her  decay  was  vifible  to 
every  beholder.  But  Lucy  Evans,  ftiU 
liftening'  to  the  Battery  of  hope,  believ- 
ed that  another  and  another  day  would 
bring  the  defired  amendment.  Pafiion- 
litely  admiring  the  beauties  of  nature, 
ibe  wooed  the  tardy  fpring  to  approach, 
and  continued  to  repeat  the  well-known 
defcripdon  i 


— -»>Airfl>Tema1  airt. 
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•*  plainly,  I  will  even  fccm  diverted  t0 
•«  footh  itiy  apprehenfive  Lucy/* 

Henry  Powerfcourc  often  reproved 
this  extreme  folicicude  ;  blamed  her  foi^ 
being  engroflfed  by  one  objeft;  and 
pleaded  his  prior  right  to  her  atten- 
tion, and  her  promife  of  making  him 
happy.  ««  O,  talk  not  to  me  of  feftal 
•'  days  and  happy  vows,"  (he  would 
reply,  •*  when  every  hour  prefents  to 
*'  me  the  afFcding  fpeftacle  of  decli- 
^'  ning  lovelinefs  !  Surely,  Henry,  you 
•'  never  loved  our  Gcraldine,  if  you 
*'  can  now  think  of  any  one  but  her/* 

It  was  one  lovely  fpring-daj^J  that 
Lucy  prevailed  upon  her  friend  to  ac- 
company her  into  the  parfonage-garden, 
to  look  at  the  burfting  germs  of  the 
lilac,  and  the  honey-fuckle's  tender 
green.  They  had  proceeded  to  Nefina's 
bower  before  the  trembling  knees  of 
Geraldine  required  reft.     When  a  little 

VOL.  III.  p  recovered. 
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iccoTcred,  (he  read  with  pkafurc  the 
infcripdoQ  mhich  Henry  had  placed 
there,  while  Lucy  eoergcticaUy  repeated 
the  laft  lines ;  and  not  inienfible  to  the 
charm  of  praifc,  when  offered  by  one 
ihe  loved,  (he  cxdaimed,  *«  There's  a 
<<  happy  compliment  for  you.  You 
<*  ufed  to  iay,  coufin  Hal  would  oeYcr 
"  learn  to  make  fine  fpeeches." 

"  The  Cnile  which  Lucy's  fprighdy 
fally  invited  foon  yielded  to  the  biaer 
rccoUedion  of  former  days.     ««  Happy 
"  blamclefs  delight  I"  faid  the  counrcfs, 
gazing  on  her  friend :    "  long  may  it 
*•  be  yours !    May  my  fwect  Lucy  con- 
•*  tinue  to  receive  the  incenfe   due  to 
**  her   worth,    nor    fear   that   a   latent 
**  poifon  lurks  in  the  grateful  fragrance  ! 
«*  Ah,    that    i    had    never   welcomed 
<^  praife  but  from  a  hufband's  tongue  ! 
"  Let  me,"  condnued  (he,  «'  here,  in 
**  this  your  favoured  retreat,  difclofe  to 

<*  you 


A  TALE  OF  THE  TIMES.  315 

«•  you  the  hiftory  of  my  errors.  You 
^'  need  no  warning  $  but  the  time  will 
*•  probably  Joon  arrive,  when  the  rc- 
**  membered  confidence  will  dill  more 
•*  endear  this  fpor. 

**  I  had  not  been  long  a  wife  before 
*'  I  difcovered  that  my  eye  had  be- 
*•  crayed  my  judgment  fo  far  as  to 
•*  fruftrate  my  expeftation  of  ever 
'*  finding  in  marriage  that  communion 
**  of  well-paired  minds,  that  feaft  of 
*«  reafon,  and  that  flow  of  foul,  which 
••  I  had  looked  up  to  as  the  perfec- 
*'  tion  of  felicity.  Every  attempt  to 
•'  give  lord  Montcith  a  tafte  for  intel- 
'*  leftual  pleafures  was  unfuccefsfuL 
''  But  I  was  not  unhappy.  I  remem- 
**  bered  your  excellent  mother's  prc- 
•*  cepts,  and  reconciled  myfelf  to  the 
**  limited  enjoyments  which  this  world 
**  affords.  In  every  eccentricity  I  be- 
'^  held  myfelf  the   undifputed  miftrefs 
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'*  Then,  and  not  till  then,  did  I  feel 
•*  the  power  of  contraft  which  I  had 
hitherto  indignantly  avoided.  The 
elegant'  commendations  of  Fitzof** 
'<  borne  taught  me,  that  I  was  not  a 
*'  being  of  a  vulgar  mould.  His  grace- 
**  ful  attentions  indicated  the  homage 
'<  which  merit  like  mine  ought  to  re^ 
"  ceive.  His  glowing  dcfcriptions, 
•*  though  delicate  as  the  ear  of  purity 
«*  itfclf  could  dcfire,  pointed  out  a 
•*  &iry  region  of  felicity,  the  abode 
**  of  congenial  minds,  where  human 
**  foibles  and  human  forrowg  never  in* 
^<  trude.  Infatuated  by  this  unreal 
<<  viHon^  the  blamelefs  occupations  by 
"  which  I  had  previoufly  diverted 
'*  painful  refledions  becaoie  infipid. 
«*  Wrongs  were  converted  into  unpar« 
<<  donable  injurres,  and  inattentions 
**  grew  into  wrongs.  1  no  longer  re- 
^*  colledted  tbofe  who  were  k(s  happy 
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"  than  mylclf.     The  pang  of  wounded 
"  love  loft  its  tendcrncfs^   while  ic  af- 
"  fumed  the  indignant  fpirit  of  offended 
**  pndc ;  and.  my   rebel   heart,  impcr- 
cepdbly  alienated  from  its  lawful  pof- 
'*  feffor,  admitted  an  usurped  claim. 
*•  O  Lucy  I    if  my  tale   were  tolJ, 
it  ^ould  not  only  fcrve  as  a  warn- 
ing to  our  weak  lex,  whom  vanirjr 
••  or     fufceptibiliry     generaliy     betray, 
"  but  alfo  to  thofc  hufbands  who  arc 
*'  anxious  to  guard  their  honour  from 
"  reproach.     I  would  bid  them  not  en- 
tirely depend   upon    the    ftabiliry  of 
cur  principles  or    the    conftancy  of 
**  our  attachments,    bur  to    aflift    our 
*'  virtue  bv  that  almoft   invincible  dc' 
"  fence  which   their   behavijur    to   us 
would  fupply.     Might  they  not,  with- 
out derogating  from  their  own  fupc- 
riority,  treat  our  foibles  with  gene- 
*'  rous  leoityj  and  make  even  our  faults 
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**  conducive  to  our  fccurity  ?  Praifc  is 
•*iicvcr  fo  grateful  as  from  thofe  wc 
love.  Attentions  arc  never  fo  plea- 
fing  as  from  our  deareft  friends.  Let 
**  them  not,  when  xhty  negled  us,  flip- 
*^  pofe,  that  the  afliduity  of  an  agreeable 
'^  follower  is  only  welcome  to  the  de^ 
"  termined  wafa'ton.  The  delicate-  mind 
"  that^  (brinks  abhorrent  from  the 
•*  thought  of  guilr,  may  divert  ^hc 
<*  pangs  of  unrequired  alfedion  by  ia- 
<'  dulging  the  unfufpefted  feelings  of 
^  cftetm  and  gratitude  for  an  amiable 
•*  obfervant  friend.  Modern  manners 
*'  juftify  thefe  connexions,  and  modern 
••  hiftory  defcribes  their  refult.  But 
'*  let  me  not  recriminate.  My  hopes 
*<  of  pardon  are  founded  on  my  own 
"  penitence,  not  on  the  aggravation  of 
**  my  hufbind's  errors.  The  fuperior 
«*  advantages  of  my  education,  my  ha- 
**  bits  of  rcflcdion,  my  fcnfe  of  (hame, 
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**  Reward  Henry  Powerfcoort,*'  coi**^ 
cinued  the  counteis ;  *'  for  you  alone 
*'  can.  And  let  my  fetting  fon  con* 
^  template  the  only  objed  on  which' 
*'  it  can  now  look  wiih  pJeaftire.  Mf 
^^  contagious  mifcry  has  extended  to^ 
'<  all  I  love.  Be  you  and  your  genc^^ 
*•  rous  noble  Henry  exceptions/' 

Lucy  could  not  refift  this  affeflionate 
appeal.  She  only  pleaded,  that  the 
death  of  their  revered  bene^&or  wat 
too  recent. 

"  His  daughter/*  rcfumed  the 
mourner,  ^  wiihes  to  perform  the  office 
**  which  he  would  gladly  have  exe-- 
^'  cuted :  I  mean^  bellowing  you  on 
*'  a  deferving  partner.  Look,  Lucy,  is^ 
^  there  much  time  to  lofe  ?  Will  tbit^ 
^  hand  be  long  equal  to  the  pleafing 
^  talk  r 

Geraldine^  as    (he  fpoke,  held   up' 
her  band  ag^inil  the  fun.    Its  fymmeu^ 
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wais  formerly  one  of  her  diftingulflied 
charafters.  It  now  exhibited  a  bare  ana- 
tomy, loofcly  covered  by  a  fhrivelied 
ikin.  Each  meandering  vein  and  liga- 
ture was  vifible.  It  fcarcely  obftruded 
the  penetrating  beam.  Lucy  flung  her- 
felf  into  her  friend's  arms,  and  min- 
gled compliance  with  her  tears* 

On  the  day  of  celebrauon,  lady 
Montcith,  in  compliment  to  the  bride, 
changed  her  fable  drc fs  for  the  taftefiil 
elegance  of  her  former  habir.  She 
never  looked  more  lovely.  A  hedic 
bloom  was  fpread  over  her  cheek,  and 
the  accomplifliment  of  a  favourite  wi(h 
gave  to  her  eyes  the  radiant  emana- 
tion which  they  ufcd  to  poflcfs.  She 
was  compofcd,  and  almoft  cheerful. 
She  feemed  to  forbid  the  intrufive  for- 
row  which  preyed  upon  her  own  heart, 
and  to  drive  the  remembrance  of  her 
woes  from  otherst    A  plain  reipedabk 
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neighbour  of  the  Evans's,  and  his  wife, 
were  the  only  company.  They  were 
(Iriick  with  her  appearance,  and  al« 
moft  fcemed  to  inquire,  "  Was  that 
•*  Mifs  Powerfcourt  that  was,  or  was 
"  it  fome  angel  in  her  form?'*  In  the 
overflowing  of  their  heaYts  they  talked 
of  the  manor-houfe,  the  happy  fcehes 
offcftivity  it  exhibited  when  (he  lived 
there ;  and  then  repeated  their  blunt 
wifties,  that  ic  might /oon  be  as  gay 
agai*^.  The  countcfs  accepted  the  well- 
iotentiuncd  compliment,  and  added, 
that  fhe  hoped  it  would.  Her  eyes 
glanced  upon  the  bride's,  who  met  them 
with  an  cxprcflion  of  plcafure.  «*  She 
*'  hopes  to  live,"  whifpered  fhetp  Henry. 
***0,  furely  that  hope  will  be  gratified  T* 
The  morning  after  thefe  aufpicious 
nuptials  was  marked  by  a  converfatioa 
.peculiarly  interclUng.  Lady  Monteith 
bad  prepared  the  neceflfary  forms,  and 
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(he  took  this  opportuoicy  of  dcllrcriog 
to  Mr.  Powerfcourt  what  flic  called  a 
pledge  of  her  eftccm.  He  law  with  fur« 
prize  and  regcec»  that  ic  was  a  gift  of 
tiiar  panof  the  Powerfcourt  cftatc  which 
was  by  her  marriage  (ettkmcDt  referred 
for  her  UDHniiced  difpolal.  Henry  ex* 
claimed  sgainft  the  profufe  generoficy 
of  her  intentions;  affirmed,  that  her 
frthcr's  bounty  had  gratified  all  his 
wiihes  i  and  pointed  out  the  propriety 
of  prefeming  it  to  lord  Montcith. 

"  What,"  faid  the  counicfs,  ^  to 
'*  purchafc  forgivenefs  for  me  i  My  lord 
<<  would  diiclain  to  receive  what  I  ihould 
^  blu(h  to  oflfer." 

''  For  your  children  then/'  faid  Pow* 

erfcourt. 

'<  My  daughter's  fortunes  are  fuffi* 
**  ciently  ample^  and  lord  Mooteith's 
''  muft  revert  to  his  fon.  Do  oor^ 
**  Henry,  rcjeft  this  ^ft,  if  you  would 
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*'  not  add  to  my  prcfcnt  forrows*  I 
•*  have  been  unjuft  to  your  merits^  cvco 
^  from  my  girlifh  days.  But  though 
''  I  may  confcfs  my  undifcerning  ca-* 
'<  price^  I  do  not  lament  what  has  fe- 
^*  cured  your  happtnefs  by  uniting  you 
'^  to  a  mind  fo  much  better  adapted 
*'  to  the  firm  integrity  of  your  own. 
**  Mine  is  not  a  difinterefted  bequeft. 
**  How  richly  may  you  repay  this  fordid 
'^  boon  by  the  communication  of  on- 
*^  peri(hing  advantages  1  I  have  no  right 
*^  to  the  difpofai  of  my  children.  I 
**  gave  them  being,  but  I  have  forfeited 
*'  all  pretenfioos  to  diredl  their  educa- 
••  tion,  or  to  difpofc  of  their  perfons» 
^*  Every  requeft  which  I  could  make 
'*  would  but  inflame  lord  Monteith's 
^  juft  refcntmenr.  Yoo  have  never 
**  wronged  him :  on  the  contrary^  your 
'^  difcrimination  and  integrity  would 
*^  have  prefcrved  me  fa>m  the  abyis 
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into  which  I  have  plunged.  Perhaj 
a  proper  reprefcntation  might  indue 
**  him  to  commit  to  your  care,  thof 
^'  unhappy  objefts,  whom  wounded  bo 
"  nour  muft  refufc  to  their  wrctchcc 
"  mother.  They  no  longer  can  give 
"  him  pleafure,  and  he  muft  wifh  co 
"  remove  from  him  fuch  lively  nic- 
"  mentos  of  former  happinefs." 

Mr.  Powerfcourt  and  his  Lucy  both 
promifcd  to  folicit  the  facred  truft,  and 
to  difcharge  ic  with  pundual  fidelity. 

"  And  you  too  will  continue  to  rcfidc 
*^  with  us  ?"  inquired  the  bride. 
The  countcfs  (hook  her  head. 
*^  Where  do  you  mean  to  go  ?"  re- 
peated Mrs.  Powerfcourr. 

"  There  is  but  one  afylum,"  anfwercd 
Geraldine.  *'  If  I  could  but  be  rc- 
**  ccived  there." — '*  Can  we  afllft  you 
"  in  procuring  it  ?"  rcfumcd  her  affec- 
tionate friend. 

«  I  firmly 
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**  I  firmly  believe,  that  you  all  have 
"  an  intcrcft  there,"  continued  the 
countefs,  looking  round  her.  "  Re- 
^'  member  me  in  your  prayers."  Lucy, 
no  longer  able  to  miftake  her  meaning, 
burft  into  tears ;  while  Powerfcourt, 
too  much  agitated  even  to  notice  the 
diftrcfs  of  his  beloved  wife,  attempted 
to  relieve  the  gloom  which  deprelTed 
lady  Monteith's  profpcfls.  He  talked 
of  the  claims  which  fociety  had  upon 
her,  and  of  the  power  of  time  in  foften- 
ing  grief. 

**  What  claims  has  fociety,*'  return- 
ed (he,  "  upon  a  wretch  whom  every 
•*  one  that  is  tenacious  of  reputation 
*«  muft  abjure  ?  My  hufband  muft  caft 
"  me  off,  or  be  degraded  by  the  reproach 
"  of  fubmitting  to  wilful  infamy.  My 
«*  children  muft  be  cftranged  from  my 
"  fight,  or  be  fufpedcd  of  being  in- 
'^  fedled  by  my  contaminating  crimina- 

"  lity. 


*  :■ 


Id. 


•'  tunes 
"  time  d 
"  faul  < 
•'  my  fa 

■   i  •'  mv  c 

'  •«  which 

"  refton 

.  ;•  "  which 

**  If  tim 
"  dcrs, 

•.V 

•*  wcico 
"  hopes 
•*  regret 
^<  bkffin 
««  But  m 
««  inflate 


t 
■  1 


rr     ^^A.^..^ 


A  TALC  OF  THE  TIM*ES«  ^2^ 

^*  has  no  wicneflcs  ;  and  if  it  were 
<<  oftencatiousj  it  would  be  fofpicious; 

"  Part  of  my  ftory  remains  untold; 
*<  buC|  judging  of  what  is  known,  the 
'*  world  is  right  in  its  renunciation  of 
**  me.  No  rules  are  prcfcribcd  for  my 
^  future  conduct  J  except  ieclufioAj  rc« 
^^  pentance,  and  death." 

Mr,  Evans  interrupted  the  pathe- 
tic paufe  which  fuccccded  the  coun* 
tefs's  affedling  conclufton  with  all  the 
folemn  earneftnefi  which  Ihould  ever 
characterize  the  Chriftian  priefthuod» 
^  One  duty,  lady  Monteith,  ftill  re- 
<*  mains,  which  you  mud  difcharge. 
*^  Cheerfully  fubmit  to  your  prefent 
<*  calamities  till  Heaven  fees  fit  to  libe* 
^'  rate  you  from  them.** 

«'  I  do/*  faid  Geraldine,  meekly 
bending  her  head.  <*  I  feel  them  to  be 
**  the  confcquences  of  crimes.  Betrayed 
^*  by  a  vain  confidence  in  my   own 
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^<  ftrength,  I  (hut  my  eyes  againft  the 
«<  cleared  difcoveries,  and  rejected  the 
<<  warning  voice  of  Heaven,  which 
*'  fpake  in  the  language  of  a  faithful 
^*  friend.  I  not  only  fubmit  to  live,  I 
'*  even  cling  to  life,  to  that  hopelcfs 
"  life,  which  has  no  other  aim  but  by 
"  rccolledion.and  patience  to  atone  for 
*'  my  youthful  follies,  and  to  fmooth 
<'  with  meek  refignacion  the  painful 
"  couch  of  death." 

"  Remiflion  of  fin,'*  replied  Mr. 
Evans,  wiping  away  a  darting  tear,  ''  is 
««  ever  promifed  10  fincere  contrition. 
**  Examine  your  heart,  my  dear  Udy  I 
"  ftparate  the  regret  of  paft  pleafures 
"  from  the  forrow  for  paft  offences. 
«'  Try,  by  a  fevcrc  fcrutiny,  how  far  the 
"  iofs  of  fame  may  claim  jthe  tear 
"  which  ftarts  at  the  idea  of  rcmem- 
**  bercd  eminence  i  and,  while  the  ne- 
'*  ceffity  of  forgivencfs  finks  deep  into 

"  your 
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"  your  foul,  cooipofe  your  anxieties 
"  by  rcfledting  on  the  mercy  of  your 
*'  God/' 

Mrs.  Powerfcourt  looked  as  if  her 
father  had  fpoken  with  undue  fcverity ; 
but  the  countcfF^  after  a  mental  ejacu* 
lation  exprcflive  of  piety  and  refigna* 
lion,  proceeded:  "  While  I  frequented 
**  the  circles  of  fafhionablc  life,  I  par- 
"  took  of  their  follies ;  yet  the  glare 
**  of  perpetual  amufemenr,  and  thiC 
'^  hurry  of  conftant  engagement,  did 
*^  not  fo  far  vitiate  my  mind  as  to 
**  render  me  unfit  for  the  duties  of  do- 
"  mcftic  life.  Rcfledlion  ever  attended 
'<  my  pillow,  and  defcribed,  not  the 
*^  parties  in  which  I  was  to  appear^ 
**  nor  the  adulation  I  fliould  receive, 
"  but  the  more  grateful  images  of  my 
*^  children,  my  focial  friends,  my  quiet 
**  occupations.  Thcfe',  therefore,  were 
**  ever  my  dearcft  delights  j  and  regret 
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*'  ing  the  app»"obation  of  the  Supreme 
*'  Good.  Your  virtue  fhunntd  obfer- 
"  vation,  and  only  courted  the  filcnt 
*'  plaudit  of  confcience*  For  mc^ 
*'  though  not  infcnfible  to  the  innate 
**  lovelinefs  of  virtue,  nor  callous  to 
the  feelings  of  compaffiony  I  felt 
every  faculty  roufed  to  exertion  by 
*'  the  idea  of  what  the  world  would  fay 
of  me*  Our  hiftory  is  a  comment 
upon  the  comparative  tendency  of 
**  thefe  governing  principles.  Happy 
•*  Powerfcourt !  how  firm  muft  be  your 
•*  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  a  mind 
*'  which  always  afts  under  the  convic- 
tion that  its  mod  fecret  thoughts  are 
noted  by  Omnipotence  1" 
"  The  merit  was  more  in  my  fitua- 
"  tion>  than  in  myfelf,'*  returned  the 
amiable  bride.  *'  I  was  fecluded  from 
•*  temptation,  and  I  had  leifure  to  ac- 
**  quaint  myfclf  with  my  own  frailties. 

"  Retire. 
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«  Retirement,  my  Gcraldine !  is 
«<  foil  moft  congenial  to  female  vi 
"  How  will  yours^  which  even  in 

«  contaminating  world  appeared  fo  ] 
^  If 9  flouriih  in  thefe  peaceful  (ha 
'<  What  ample  fupplies  will  your  h 
<*  ditary  pofleflions  afford  to  your 
*'  nevolence !  Let.  not  mortal  foi 
«'  dry  up  the  fource  which  would  c 
^  vey  happinefs  to  all  around  you  -, 

«^  enjoy  the  anticipated  plcafurc  of  wi 
"  ly  diffufcd  liberality.- 

*'  You  forget,"  faid  Gcraldine,  "  w 

"  I  now  am.     The  mercy  of  the  h 

**  or  the  bounty  of  lord  Monteith,  m 

**  determine  the  means  of  my  fuci 

'*  fubfiftence.       My    marriagc-arcic 

"  made   no  provifion    for    contina( 

*^  crimes.     My  dear    father    did    i 

"  think  his  child  could  be  guilty 

**  any,    and     his    convi&ion     of    r 

*f  frailty  was  attended  by  deaths     T 
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"  mortal  forrow,  my  I-ucy,  which  has 
*^  to  lament  fo  many  deprivations,  can- 
•*  not  ceafe,  at  Icaft  while  memory 
holds  her  feat.  Yet,  though  Reafon 
fhrinks  from  the  contemplation  of 
^^  my  calamities,  I  muft  continue  to 
requeftj  that  her  guiding  ray  may  ac- 
company me  to  the  laft  moment  of  my 
^^  frail  exiftence.  My  generous  friends  I 
*'  I  faddcn  you  with  my  forrows.  I  feel 
"  your  kind  fympathy.  Every  day 
•^  confirms  the  ccruin  diminution  of 
^'  my  ftrength  and  health ;  nor  can  I 
*•  conceal  from  your  difcernment  my 
*'  convidtion  that  I  have  not  long  to 
•^  live.  Your  pious  offices,  Mr.  Evans, 
**  arc  doubly  welcome.  If  any  un- 
**  warranuble  fentiment  efcape  my  lips, 
*'  reprove  me  with  the  meek  intrepi* 
"  dity  of  your  funfbion,  and  teach  me 
*'  yet  farther  to  explore  the  weaknefs 
"  of  my  own  heart.     Yet  in  one  point 

"  let 
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<^  let  your  candour  credit  my  fok 
<<  aficrtion.  It  is  not  from  any  rem 
^  ing  infatuation,  but  fi'om  a  deep  d 
'«  of  my  fcduccr*s  atrocious  crimes^ 
^  I  not  only,  thus  unfoliciced,  exp 
•*  my  forgivcncfe  of  my  deftroyer  i 
<*  I  alfo  carneftly  entreaty  that  Hea 
V  would  pardon  his  miideeds." 

**  Let  us  leave  him/*  faid  Mr.  Evi 
^  to  the  unknown  mercies  of  his  Mai 
^  It  is  not  for  us  finite  mortals  to 
.  **  cidc  ;  but  as  far  as   our  views 
"  extend,  hope  fcems  like  prefumpti 
^  Dreadful,  my  dear  lady,  is  the  Gt 
"  tion  of  that  finner  who  confides  in 
**  infidelity  which  deftroys   his  lad 
"  fugc  J  nor  can  your  charitable  pray 
^<  benefit  him  who  difdains  the  mej 
^'  you  implore." 
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CHAR   XLIV. 

«-— >Wliat  we  have  we  priie  not  to  the  worth 
Whilft  we  enjoy  It ;  but  being  Uclc'4  and  Ioft» 
V^hy  then  we  rack  theyalue }  then  we  find 
The  Tirtue  that  pofleflion  would  hot  iho'w  ut 
Wbilft  it  waf  ourt. 

Ehakspiarb, 

Soon  after  the  foregoing  converfaciooi 
lady  Monteith  received  a  letter  from 
her  lord's  folicitor,  informing  her^ 
that  his  lordfhip's  meditated  vengeance 
againft  Mr.  Fitzoiborne  having  been 
difappointed,  he  had  determined  to 
purfue  the  legal  means  of  redrefs  which 
were  in  his  power.  He  had,  therefore^ 
inftitutcd  two  fuics  in  the  ecclefiaftical 
and  civil  courts,  which  he  intended  to 
follow  up  by  an  application  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  for  a  divorce.  The 
VOL.  III.  <i.  learned 
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law  which  her  lord  would  purfue,  yet 
the  certainty  of  a  legal  procefs,  and  cfci 
apprehenfion  of  general  t  infomyj  ante* 
dated  the  crifis  of  her  diforder  i  and  an 
excruciating  pain  in  her  fide  announced 
the  formadon  of  an  abfcefs^  the  rtiptuns 
of  which  mud  be  mortal.    Her  fuflfer* 

• 

ings  were  extreme^  but  the  faint  flum* 
ber  which  pain  brought  on  was  broken 
by  more  intolerable  refledlions,  **  Not 
*<  a  comer  in  the  kingdom^'*  faid  (he, 
<<  but  mud  now  be  acquainted  with  my 
«*  falK  The  village  dame,  who  never 
•*  heard  of  my  celebrity,  will  fhudder 
•«  at  my  difgrace,  and  warn  her  daugh-* 
**  tcrs  to  avoid  my  crimes/' 

She  now  pondered  upon  the  only 
means  of  vindicating  her  chara£ter,  and 
(he  queftioned  the  folidity  of  thofe  ai^ 
guments  which  had  induced  her  to  fup* 
prefs  the  knowledge  of  every  excul^« 
tory  circumftance.    She  had  heard  that 

Q^  2  Fitzolborne 
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Fitzolbornc  had  fled  from  England ;  a 
public  difclofurc  would  therefore  have 
a  fufpicious  appearance.     But  that  very 
{^  flight,  infuring  in  fome  degree  the  earl's 

l  pcrfonal  fafcty,  pointed  out  this  to  be 

I  the  proper  time  for  making  an  applica- 

tion to  him  ,in  behalf  of  his  fon,  and 
endeavouring  fomcwhat  to  foften  his  re- 
lentment.    Imprefled  with  too  deep  a 
iknfc  of  her  awful  (ituation^  to  deny  the 
alienation  of  her  afFedions  previous  to 
her  flight  i  fearful  of  cxafperating  him 
by  faying  any  thing  that  might  have  an 
air  of  recriniination  5  and  dct^yred  from 
crftcring  at  large   upon    her   unhappy 
ftory,   no   lefs    by  her  own  weaknefs, 
than  by  a  fear  of  urging  him  to  follow 
Fitzofborne,  flie  determined  to  confine 
herfelf  to  what  related  to  her  unfortu. 
Date  childj  and  trull  the  partial  vindi- 
.   cation  of  her  own  conduft  to  the  inte- 
grity and  difcrction  of   Mr.    Powerf- 

courr, 
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court,  .who  kindly  undertook  to  be  the 
bearer  of  the  following  letter : 

*•  To  THE  Earl  of  Monteith. 

^*  It  is  only  in  fuch  circumftances  as 
^^  thofe  In  which  I  write^  that  I  could 

'<  dare  to  intrude  on  lord  Monteith. 
•*  You  will  foon  be  releafcd  from  your 
"  difgraced  wife  by  an  irreverfible  fen« 
''  tence ;  and  I  would  entreat  your 
**  mercy  to  fiop  your  proceedings 
*<  in  the  courts  of  law^  and  to  fpare 
*'  my  yet  remaining  fenfe  of  (hame  tht 
*'  horror  of  having  my  ftory  bandied 
<«  about  in  the  public  papers,  expofed 
^<  to  indecent  raillery  and  mercilefs  re* 
«  proach.  I  am  in  the  laft  Aage  of  ii 
•'  rapid  decline,  fully  fenfible  df  my 
*^  offences,  and  fearing  to  add  to  then: 
"  number.  I  declare  upon  the  word 
'  <<  of  an  accountable  being,  who  knOWs 
<<  flie  has  not  long  to  live,'  that  lofd 

0^3  "  Loch 
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'*  Loch  Lomond  is  your  fon,  and  en 

<<  titled  to  be  the  heir  of  your  honoun 

«*  Compare  the  time  of  our  fatal  jour 

*'  Dcy  to   London  with  the   evidena 

«<  which  you  may  coUef):    of  his  ap* 

k  ^  pearance  at  his  blrth^  and  your  fuf 

I  «<  picioro  muft  be  removed.    And  1 

i  *^  bcfocdk  your  jufticej  do  not  wrong 

1>  *«  an  innocent  babe  from  reicnemem  tc 

i  <'  bis  mother. 

'-i  «'  I  entreat  your  forgive  nef5 ;  atlealt 

^  do  not  fellow  me  with  your  curies. 

«^  Reconciliation  J  do  not  expert.     I 

I  <«  will,  if  you  require  me,  for  the  little 

i  «•  time  I  have  to  live,  forbear  the  ufc 

']  *'  of  your  name  and  arms.     I  reftore 

**  your  family  jewels,  which  I  had  left 

"  at  Powerfcourt.     On  my  knees  I  beg 

•*  your  mercy  with  my  dying  lips.     I 

■^  **  fball  commend  you  and  my  children 

.<  ««  to  Heaven.    Once  more  to  fee  jtbem 

^  **  would  be  the  greateft  comfort  that  I 

V,  **  could 

4 
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^'  could  enjoy*  Perhaps^  as  I  am  pafk 
"  recovery,  you  will  grant  mc  that 
*'  Mcffing. 

"  Geraldinb,** 

Lord  Monteith  had  been  informed  of 
the  countefft's  departure  from  his  caftle^ 
without  tt  the  fame  time  hearing  of 
thofe  particular^  which  would  have  al- 
lowed him  to  infer  her  innocence.  The 
rafhnefs  of  his  natural  charadter  pre«' 
eluded  reflexion  in  circumftances  le& 
agitating  than  thofe  in  which  he  wat 
now  placed.  Nor  can  it  be  wondered 
atj  that,  inftead  of  going  hooie  to  re« 
ceive  more  pundtual  intelligence^  he 
immediately  fet  off  in  purfuit  of  a£iith^ 
lefs  wife  and  a  treacherous  friend.  H(r 
took  the  dired  road  for  London,  for 
the  very  reafon  which  (hould  have  de* 
cided  him  againftit;  namely,  bectfiffe 
Fitzofborne  had  ftated  that  he  (hoi^ 

Q^  4  purfuc 
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purfue  tha  route.     Frantic  with  rag 

and  only  mcdiuclng  how  to  compel  I 

advcrfarj  to  give  him  fatbfafiion  fori 

Wrongs^  he  had  reached  the  confines  < 

Yorklhire,  before  repeated  difappoini 

tnents  of  hearing  any  tidings  of  the  fi 

gidves  taught  him  to  rtAcGt  that  the 

had  certainly  taken  another  courie.    I 

now  occurred  to  him,  that  the  ftmil; 

.  eftatc  of  the  Fitzofbornes  lay   in    tfw 

oonbem  extremity  of  Lancafhirc.     I 

feemed  probable  that  the  neglcAcd  ma< 

norial  houfe  might  be  the  chofen  refi< 

dence  of  the  guilty  pair.     He  travelled 

Ibme  miles  weftward  with  this  perfua* 

fion,  till  an  accident  which  difablcd  his 

carriage    from    proceeding    compelled 

him  to  ftop  at  a  fmali  inn  fome  miles 

diflant  from  the  pod-town.     His  impi- 

dence  at  hearing  that  the  only   vehicle 

which  this  obfcure  place  afforded  was 

Cfigagcdy  nearly  aflumed   the  form  of 

frcnzv  i 
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frenzy ;  and  the  landlord,  whole  con- 
cern at  the  gentleman's  being  fo  pa(- 
fionate,  was  heightened  by  his  appre- 
henfions  that  he  never  might  have  an 
earl  call  at  his  houfe  again^  determined 
to  try  if  his  oratorical  powers  could 
allay  the  (lorm  of  words ;  andj  fince  bis 
honor  could  not  proceed^  perfuade  bim 
to  remain  contented  till  his  own  carriage 
could  be  repaired,  or  the  poft^chaife 
returned.  With  this  view  he  endea- 
voured to  engage  his  attention  $  and 
the  Barber  of  Bagdad  was- not  a  better 
ftory-tellcr  in  his  own  opinion.  He 
began  by  lamenting  how  unlucky  it 
was  that  the  chaife  lhould,>have  juft 
drove  away,  not  ten  minutes:  before  bii 
honor  arrived,  with  a  gentleman,  who 
came  to  his  houfe  with  his  wife  the 
night  before.  The  poor  lady  iitras  one 
of  the  prettied  ceatures  he  had  ei^er 
icen  i  but  ihe  feemed  to  be  very  ill,  an^ 

0^5  was 
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was  either  alwi^s  crying  or  fitting  la 

brown  iludy.    The  footman  who  wa 

%  left  CO  cake  care  of  her  whtlft  his  maftc 

went  to  make  a  Tifit  a  little  wzj  oB 

fiud  that  (he  was  oflFher  head.-^A  fuddei 

thought  fhot  acrofs  Monteith's  miod. 

i  ^  Where  is  fhe  ?**—'•  In  that  room."- 

1  4  He  wodd  tnftantly  fee  her.      Words 

,    i;  were  vaiiis    and  the  feeble   refiftancc 

I  which  the  landlord  made    to    prevent 

/  him  from  rufhing  into  the  apartment 

'/  was  foiled  by  a  force  to  which  paffion 

gave  Herculean  vigour.  Montcith  broke 

#om    his    opponent^  and   beheld    his 

countefs. 

;•  The  prcfcnce  of  the  wretched  Gcral- 

dine  could  no  k>nger  footh  the  flormy 
paflions  of  her  lord.  On  the  contraiy^ 
it  now  irritated  him  to  the  mod  ongo- 
irerned  frenzy.  He  law  ihe  was  in 
diftrcfs ;  but  couM  the  moft  atrocious 
guilt  afiiime  compoiure  00  fuch  an  oc* 
^  cafion  ^ 
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cafion  ?  She  attempted  fom^thing  like  s 
vindication  of  her  condu£b.  But  whac 
extenuation  could  her  Crimea  adibitJ 
Thej  were  as  apparent  as  his  own  diC* 
grace.  Did  fhe  not  deny  any  kno>if^-, 
ledge  of  the  adulterer^  when  ihe  wag» 
recent  from  his  arms  {  Why  aik  to  fee. 
the  children  fhe  had  deferted,  wilfully 
deferted  ?  Her  feeming  agony  excited 
contempt^  her  entreaties  infult  i  and  a» 
(be  Bung  herfclf  at  his  feet,  he  fpurned^ 
her  from  him  with  abhorrence.  Ueter** 
tng  a  volley  of  imprecations  ^ainft  h^fr' 
delufive  beauty,  he  left  her  lifclcfs  upon' 
the  floor,  and  rafhed  after  Ficzofborne, 
whofe  Kfe  appeared  to  be  too  poor  a  fa- 
crifice  for  his  mighty  revenge. 

The  efFufion  of  blood  which  attended 
her  fall  ibmewhat  relieved  lady  Mon^ 
teith's  recoUeftiott  from  the  effefts  of 
thofe  infernal  potions  which  her  fedoccr' 
Had  adminiflered ;  and  her  real  ft&iy 
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being  now  knowa,  (he  wis  readily  i 
fifted  ID  hercarneftdcfire  of  proceedi 
to  Caeniinroolhire*  Pomade,  who  fa 
been  placed  at  a  guard  over  her  durii 
hb  maftcr's  abfence,  abandoned  I 
efaarge,  dreadfing  to  encounter  the  at 
kcic  arm  wbicb  had  felled  the  hndlo 
W  cbe  ground ;  and  he  fiew  after  Fii 
oibome  to  apprize  him  of  lord  Mo 
adcb's  arrivaL  The  abfeace  of  the  1 
ducer  proceeded  from  two  motive 
he  fuf^fcd  that  he  kfc  his  viftim 
perfe&  iccurtty;  and  he  was  defiro 
of  inducing  his  lifter,  who  redded 
that  neighbourhood,  and  was  poflc 
fed  of  what  the  world  calls  a   paflab 

charader,  to  receive  the  unfbrtuna 
counteis,  till,  as  he  termed  it,  the  afF^ 
was  iettled.  He  was,  btfide,  anxioi 
to  procure  fome  medical  aid^  the  cffcC 
of  his  nefarious  arts  were  much  to  t 
dreaded,  and  returning  reafon  was  i 

hii 
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him  equally  alarming.  Pomade's  in« 
ccUigence  transferred  his  folicitude  to 
the  care  of  his  own  life,  which  he  de-» 
termined  to  prcfcrvc  by  any  means  not 
oftenftbly  inconfiftent  with  received  opi- 
nions of  intrepidity  and  honour.  A 
chain  of  artifices  prefcrved  him  from 
the  meditated  deftruclion :  and  after  a 
vain  purfuir,  Monteith  arrived  in  Lon- 
don. 

Lady  Arabella  immediately  haftened 
to  him  ;  but  not  with  the  pious  defign 
of  foothing  his  anguiflij  nor  of  pleading 
in  behalf  of  an  unhappy  woman.  She 
was  not  of  a\emper  to  palliate  a  fault  to 
which  (he  herfelf  had  never  been  cempt-t 
cd  \  and  Geraldine  had  too  ftrongly  awa- 
kened her  jealoufy  and  envy  to  allow  her 
to  fuppofc  that  her  criminality  admitted 
of  any  extenuation.  By  her.malicioua 
comments  the  account  which  his  lord* 
fliip  had  received  from  bis  fervants  iit 

Scotland 
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own  aAivc  fufpicions^  aided  by  Ara- 
bella's malignicy>  foon  taught  him  ta. 
believe,  chat  his  unfortunate  little  fon 
vas  the  offspring  of  guilt.  His  memorj 
continually  tortured  him  with  inftances 
of  Fitzofborne's  attention  to  the  inhnt, 
vfhok  ill  health,  during  its  (irft  months 
of  exiftence,  had  rendered  it  a  yet  more 
tender  objeft  of  Geraldine's  maternal 
care  -,  and  the  perfuafion  that  a  fpurioua 
ifiue  would  inherit  his  lineal  honours, 
formed  the  climax  pf  his  mifery.  The 
dying  countefs^  worn  by  mental  and 
corporeal  anguifli,  was  perhaps  lefs  m 
object  of  pity.  Inebriety  was  his 
wretched  refource;  but  even  inebriety 
was  ioeffedtuah  His  burning  paflions 
kindled  with  the  fevcrifli  draught ;  and 
his  fervants,  who  once  idolized  their 
frank  generous  mafter,  now  trembled 

for  their  own  fafety  whenever  they  ap- 
proached him. 
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In  this  (lace  of  mind  he  was  encoi 

tcrcd  by  Mr.  Powcrfcpurt,  the  bcnci 

)ent  advocate  of  his  unhappy  wife.  T 

proflTcred  letter  was  rejefted  with  difd^ 

The  jewels  were  dalhed  upon  the  fla 

Every  requeft  was  anfwered  by  a  full 

negative^  and  the  reprefentation  oft 

fufierings  was  treated  as  a  falfe  preteo 

*  invented  to  excite  cooipaffion.      T 

cruel  Arabella,  who  liftened  to  the  na 

rative  of  her  prefcnt  fituadon  with  mo 

attention  than  her  impafljoned  broth 

could  command,  coldly  obferved,  th 

jQie  really  thought  dying  was  the  be 

thing  which  the  poor  imprudent   lac 

could  now  do.      Difappointed  in   h 

hopesj   and  even  refufed  the  Gght  < 

the  children,  led  he  (hould  revive  th 

remembrance  of  a  mother  whom  lad 

Arabella  faid  they  muft  forget.   Mi 

Powerfcourt  took  leave  with  feelings  c 

the  deepcft  ifldignadon  agaioft  the  uc 

jufl 
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juft,  inhuman,  fclf-approving  cruelty, 
which  denied  forgivenefs  to  one  lefs 
criminal,  and  withheld  from  a  dying 
penitent  the  only  confolation  which  could 
relieve  her  mortal  agonies. 

On  returning  to  his  hotel,  hia  atten* 
tion  was  arretted  by  an  acquaintance, 
who  folicited  him  to  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  a  poor  fellow  who  had  known 
better  days.  He  had  formerly  been 
his  fervant,  but  was  now  out  of  place ; 
and  the  fudden  departure  of  his  laft 
mafter  from  England  had  deprived  him 
of  a  recommendatory  charadler.  Henry 
turned  to  look  at  the  objedl  of  this  ex« 
ordium,  and  inftantly  recognized  one 
of  Fitzolborne's  attendants.  The  con- 
fufion  with  which  Pomade  appeared  to 
be  overwhelmed  was  too  extraordinary 
to  efcape  his  fixed  obfervation.  I  (ball 
not  particularize  what  the  reader's  pene- 
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tcith's  felf-accufation.  His  oncc-adorcd 
V9ifc  was  proved  to  be  innocent  in  that 
inftance  which  had  appeared  to  fix 
upon  her  the  charge  of  deliberate  per- 
fidy. The  final  views  of  Fitzofbornc 
could  only  be  obtained  by  bafe  faliehood 
apd  almoft  murderous  fraud.  Her  de^ 
Hcatc  fenfe  of  hooour,  fhrinking  with 
borror  from  the  imputation  of  crimes^ 
of  which  fhc  had  rather  been  the  viftim 
than  the  participator,  overpowered  her 
feeble  frame  i  and  the  wronged  mnocent 
^fbr  fo  the  quick  tranfition  of  lord 
Monteith's  paffions  induced  him  now  to 
think  her)  muft  with  her  life  atone  for 
a  hufband's  credulous  confidence  and 
a  traitor's  temerity.  She  was  i|ow 
dearer  than  ever  to  his  heart;  and  lady 
Arabella,  convinced  that  there  was  no 
refilling  a  torrent,  endeavoured  to  obli* 
terate  the  remembrance  of  pad  farcafms 
by  her   lively  commiferation   for  the 

fweet 
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fwcct  fuffcrer.  Lord  Monteith  afl 
for  the  rcjedcd  leccer;  bached  ev< 
fentence  widi  tears  1  called  for  the  lit 
outcaft,  whom  he  had  renounced  a 
bani(hed  from  his  fight ;  and  recoiled 
with  horror,  that  he  had  fent  it  to 
i^ftant  county  till  the  law  (hould  relk 
him  from  the  fuppofitittout  incui 
brance.  His  daughters  were  now  \ 
ternacely  folded  in  his  arms.  Tb< 
likenefs  to  their  mother  was  recogniz 
with  heart-rending  anguilh.  In  fii 
the  carriages  were  immediately  order 
for  CaernarvonQiire  -,  and  the  tedlc 
journey  was  fomewhat  beguiled  by  t 
hope,  that  a  reconciliation  to  her  loi 
and  tr.c  prcfcnce  of  her  children,  mig 
Hop  the  progrcfs  of  decay.  The  filen 
of  Henry  was  intended  to  fupprefs  tl 
vain  expectation,  and  to  prepare  t 
unhappy  hufband  for  the  fcenes  whi 

awaited  him. 

CompaQj 
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Compaflion  for  the  children,  who  fuf- 
fcrcd  much  from  the  fatigue  of  rapid 
travelling  induced  Mr.  Powerfcourt  to 
ftop  two  ftages  (hort  of  their  intended 
deltination;  and  he  was  urging  lord 
Monteith  to  try  to  obtain  a  few  hours 
repofe  when  an  cxprcfs  arrived  from 
the  manor-houfc  to  announce  the  in* 
creafed  danger  of  the  countefs,  and  to 
expedite  his  return.  Frcfti  hprfes  were 
immediately  ordered,  and  the  travellers 
fct  off*  with^  a  rapidity  which  even  the 
fpeed  of  the  earl's  former  journey  could 
not  equal.  His  tortured  memory  con- 
tinually recalled  the  occurrences  of  that 
journey,  and  his  heart  feemed  fome- 
¥rhateafed  of  the  pangs  of  felf- reproach 
by  the  inve£tives  with  which-  he  loaded 
the  arch- hypocrite,  who  then  adled  the 
part  of  friendOiip,  that  he  might  be* 
enabled  with  his  fcorpion  fangs  to  tranf- 
£x  his  bread  with  impunity.  A  ray 
of  hope  woolS  fome times  break  in.    Ge* 

raldine 
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raldine  had  recovered  Trom  one  d 
rous  attack ;  why  not  again  ?  I 
had  indeed  affirmed  that  che  vicf 
gans  were  irreparably  injured  j  1 
was  prerumptuous  to  affirm  whai 
man  Ikill  could  not  afcenain.- 
might  live,  and  they  might  yet  be  h; 
RaQi,  misjudging  Monteiih  1  when 
pinefs  was  not  only  in  thy  powei 
abfolutely  in  thy  poffcffion,  the  cbi 
blcffing  fecmed  unworthy  prelerva 
All  thy  foliciiude,  alt  the  anguifh 
corrodes  thy  foul,  cannot  now  re 
the  flighted  good.  Could  the  he; 
art  acquire  miraculous  energy  fui£( 
to  renew  in  the  lamented  fuficrer 
lovelincfs  and  the  fprightly  health  w 
once  captivated  thy  foul> 

"  Not  poppj-,  nor  mandni^orai 
*'  Nor  all  thedrowfy  fyrups  in  the  world) 
"  Can  ever  medicine  to  a  miad  difealed. 

■  — "  O,  now  for  eviv 

*'  Farewell  tlie  tranquil  mind !  fafcwell  coot 
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The  path  of  reconciliacion  is  impeded 
by  infurmountablc  barriers;  and  reflec-* 
tion  would  foon  convince  even  the  uxo-* 
rious  hulband,  that  wounded  honour 
impofcd  the  neccffity  of  reparation. 

The  morning  broke  before  the  tra- 
vellers entered  the  gate  of  PowerfcourL 
The  earl's  attention  was  arrefted  by  the 
atchievement  fufpended  under  the  archl- 
trave^  and  a  figh  burft  from  his  hearty 
extorted  by  the  remembrance  of  the 
meekjbenevolence  which  it  was  defigned 
to  commemorate.  Lights  appeared  at 
fcveral  of  the  windows.  *  He  could  dif- 
cern  the  fcrvants  gliding  about  when 
the  carriage  flopped;  yet  all  was  filenti 
except  the  whifpering  breeze.  The 
hofpitable  doors,  which  ufed  to  fly  open 
at  his  approach,  were  now  caucioufly 
unclofed.  The  attendants,  whom  the 
noife  of  the  carriages  had  gathered  in 
the  hali>  we/e  dreffed  in  the  weeds  of 

woe. 
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«  Pra 

«'  tcith ; 

'*  prayer 

"  may  b< 
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'*  love.  Do  not  you  knowj  that  it  is 
**  my  fcvcrity  which  has  broken  'her 
"  heart,  and  my  forgivcncfs  will  yet 
"  reftore  her  ?  Think  you  that  I  can 
**  be  patient  when  one  loft  monient 
<<  may  plunge  me  into  perpetual  an-* 
"  guilh?"  Mr.  Evans  promifed  that 
he^  would  immediately  announce  his  ar- 

^  rival  i  and  he  leaned  againft  one  of  the 
pillars,  panting  with  fufpence,  expell- 
ing his  fearful  fummons.  ' 

It  was  to  the  death-bed  of  withering 
youth  and  faded  beauty,  to  the  couch  on 
which  grcatncfs,  difrobed  of  its  diftin- 
guifliing  ornaments,  confcflcd  its  de« 
fccnt  from  the  common  ftock  of  hu- 
manity, chat  Mr  Evans  appro  iched. 
•'  Is  it  my  extreme  wcaknefs,  or  fupe- 
"  rior  intelligence,"  faid  the  countefa 
in  a  hollow  voice,  ''  that  makes  me 
*'  now  attribute  fuch  powerful  efficacy 

'    ^*  to  a  good  man's  prayers  ?*' 

VOL,  I1I«  R'  **  A  fcU 
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<»  A    fellow    fihncr/'    replied 
Evans,  *^  recommends  you  to  Heav 
«  Your  hand,  fir !  1  fhsil  not  Ion 
«  able  to  thank  yoo. — My  fituatio 
**  very  awful.-ii-How  my   poor  I 
*'  throbs  ^hh  pain  and   terror !— .. 
•*  news  from  lord  Monteith  ?" 
"  He  forgives  you.*' 
"  And  arc  my  children  well  ?" 
•*  They  are  waiting  to  be  admitu 
•*  I  fear  my  fight  is  now  too  din 
•^  fee  them.     But  I  would  blcfs  then 
"  I  dare. — Would  it  be  prefumptu 
«*  in  me  to  blcfs  them  ?'*   • 

A  loud  groan  at  this  inftant  ifli 
jfrom  the  door.  It  was  Monteith's  voi 
and  the  dying  countefs  caught  the  w< 
known  found.  The  bed  (hook  with  i 
convulfivc  tremblings.  *'  I  though 
faid  fhc,  "  that  nothing  mortal  woi 
**  have  afFcfted  me.  But  that  voice — 
"  that  I  could  proftratc  myfclf  bcfc 
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•♦  My  Wife  !'*  exclaimed  the  carl,  who^ 
liad  by  this  time  broke  from  thofe 
uho  attempted  toreftraia  himj  and  ap* 
proached  the  bed ;  .  when>  ihocked  bf 
the  emaciated  face  where  beauty  once 
xcfided,  he  ihuddcring  drew  back  hia 
extended  arms.  **  Infernal  villain,  who 
'<  hath  brought  thee  to  this!  Curfed 
**  traitor !  who  firft  icduccd  me  from 
^'  thee  i — plunged    me   in   vice,  then 

*^  ftole  my  treafure ;  and  now  laughs 
"  at  my  mifery  ! — may  his  guilty  foul 
"  for  ever  writhe  in  tortures  fuch  as 
^*  I  now  endure !  Awake,  awake,  my 
**  love;  my  Geraldinc  !'*  (for,  over- 
powered by  his  appearance,  (he  had 
fainted.)—^'  I  forgive  thee.  Oh  live,  my 
"  love !  but  I  know  all  thy  fad  ftory. 
^  Do  live,  do  but  fmilc  upon  me.  Once 
"  more  blefs  me  with  thy  tender  fmile. 
**  Nothing,   nothing    then    fliall    part 

R  2  ''  us." 
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"  US."  The  earl  continued  ravinj 
he  was  forced  out  of  the  apartment. 

The  laft  moments  of  lady  MonK 
life  were  marked  by  humble  confid 
and  dignified  compofure.  She  c 
for  her  daughters,  folded  them  in 
arms,  and  then  placed  them  in 
Lucy's.  "  Be  you,"  faid  (he,  "  1 
"  future  mother,  and  transfer  to  i 
*'  that  love  I  once  enjoyed.  Wafte 
"  your  precious  tears  upon  my  un^ 
**  fcious  corpfe.  My  exiftence  is  1 
"  tiplicd  in  thefe  helptefs  orphans; 
"  thfy  fhali  flourilh  under  the  car 
"  the  fifler  of  my  foul.  Infinite  m^ 
**  may  perhaps  permit  my  feparatcd 
♦'  rit  to  witncfs  your  pious  pcrformj 
**  of  this  intrullcd  charge." 

She  again  caught   lady  ArabcU: 

her  bofom.     "  Myeldeft  darling," 

/he,  "  you  will  not  forget  me.     ( 

"  ) 
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*'  your  aunt  this  ring,  the  pledge  of 
*'  reconciliation  and  peace.  Keep  this 
"  miniature  till  James  can  underftand 
"  that  it  is  his  mother's  likenefs.  Ye 
"  guardian  angels,  watch  over  thefe 
*'  innocents  ! — All  gracious  Parent  of 
^'  the  friendlefs,  in  mercy  protcc"t  my 
"  babes  from  my  faults  and  my  for- . 
**  rows  ! 

"  Watch,"  faid  (lie,  addreffing  Henry 
Powerfcourt,  «*  my  unhappy  lord.  Do 
''  not  aban^n  him  to  his  firft  forrows^ 
*•  Time  will  foftcn  his  dcfpair.  Tell 
**  him  that  his  repentant  wife  blcfTcs  his 
<«  goodnefs,  and  dies  in  hopes  of  meet- 
•'  ing  him  in  a  belter  world.  I  would 
"  have  told  him  fo ;  but  the  fight  of 
<*  him  awakes  infupportable  anguifli. 
"  Urge  him  to  comply  with  my  laft 
«*  requeft,  and  receive  my  children  into 
your  hofpitable  dwelling.  And  you> 
my  Chriftian  monitor!    (looking  at 

a  3  ^  Mc 
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of  a  bafe  fcducer^  annihilates  all  this  ex- 
cellencCi  blafts  the  fair  promife  of  man^ 
happy  years,  and  drives  her  to  the  re- 
fuge of  a  premature  grave. 

Does  no  folemn  truth  fpeak  from  her 
early  bier  ?  Does  no  warning  voice  re- 
pel the  flutter  of  the  heart  which  throbs 
for  adulatipot  or  arreft  the  career  of 
thofe  who,  madly  purfuing  fame  or 
pleafurCj  expofe  domefti'c  happinefi,  the 
only  <<  blifs  of  paradife  which  has  fur- 
vived  the  fall^**  to  cafual  atucks  of 
ignorance,  the  fubtile  malignity  of  fyf- 
tematic  depravity,  and  the  certain  ruin 
pf  indifference  and  negled  ?  In  vain 
does  perverfe  human  nature  creater 
fifUtious  blefliings^  and  wade  its  reft- 
kfs  hours  in  the  purfuit  of  vifionary^ 
delights,  difdaining  the  pure  and  peace- 
ful comforts  which  God  and  nature  al- 
low to  all,  a  guiltlefs  confcience,  focial 
enjoyment,  fclf-poffeflfion,  and  contents 

^  4t 
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C  HAP.    XLV. 

Vain  man !  *tis  Hci¥tn*s  prerogntive 
To  take,  what  firft  it  d^gn'd  to  givc» 

Thy  trihatary  breath : 
In  awful  eapeftatioB  |>Uc*d, 
Await  thy  doom,  nor  impioiM  haic 
To  pluck  fnm  God*t  right  hand  kit  ittinuBcntt 
death. 

Wartoi 


•j. 


Mrs.  Powerscourt,  whofe  rcftrain? 
for  row  had  forborne  to  interrupt  th 
pardng  foul,  funk  upon  the  lifelcl 
corpfe  of  her  friend,  and  prefled  ch 
yet-warm  lips  with  a  fervid  kift.  Thei 
receiving  the  terrified  children  into  he 
arms,  «'  Ever  dear  and  facred  truft,' 
fhe  exclaimed,  "  living  images  of  you 
angel  mother :  dear  lod  companion 
pleafing  friend !  faithful  partaker  of  al 
my  youthful  joys  ! — By  all  the  anguifF 
"  of  this  excruciating  fcparation,— by  al 

"  the 
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•'  the  endearing  remembrances  which. 
•*  my  impaflioned  memory  (hall  ever 
preferve,— by  all  my  hopes  of  meet- 
ing thy  approving  fpiric  in  a  happier 
world,  I  will  difcharge  my  truft  to 
**  thefc  fweet  innocents,  and  for  their 
*'  fakes  fubdue  the  keen  regret  which 
''  would  make  life  appear  a  barren  de« 
•*  fcrt,  bereft  of  thy  endearing  loveli- 
"  nefs/' 

To  the,  raving  delpcration  of  lord 

Monteith  no  pen  can  do  juftice.     Un« 

uied  to  calamity,  and  indignant  of  felf* 

reproach,  his  ftubborn  heart  refufed  to 

iubmit  to  the  righteous  but  fevere  pu- 

Difhment;   and  his  galled    confcience 

itarted  from   the  terrifying  accufation, 

that  he,    "  like  the  bafc  Judean,  had 

«'  flung  a  pearl  away  richer  than  all  his^ 

^^  tribe." 

He  fought  to  filence  the  horrors  of 
fCtnorfc  by  the  moft  extravagant  aflfec* 

R  5>  tioo* 
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rion  to  his  lady's  memory.     Her  fin 

ral  was  condufted^ui  the  higheft  ftyle 

pageant  decoration ;    and   he   weari 

himfelf  with  examining  defigns  for 

tnonumcnt,  which  he  prop>o(ed  to  ha 

executed  in  Parian  marb]e»  and  that 

magnificence  (hoold  rival  the  proud 

ftruftures  which  forrow,  taftc,  or  \ 

nity  have  ercfted  over  **  fallen  mon 

Htv."     He  tcazcd  his  children  with  I 

frantic  carcffcs ;  vowejl  that  he  only  c 

iftcd  for  their  fakes  i  determined  nc\ 

to  be  fcpamtcd  from  them  j  and  trac( 

with  mingled  ccftafy  and  anguifli,  t 

various  rcfcmblanccs  which  they  bore 

their  mother. 

"  My  little  Geraldine/'  he  woi 
fay,  *«  is  her  perfcft  image.  Jufl  fu 
"  a  fmilc  as  that  of  my  beloved,  befc 
*'  I  knew  that  accurfed  Fitzofbori 
'*  Lucy  has  her  beautiful  hair,  a 
•'  Arabella  her  melodious  voice.     Pc 

•*  Jan 
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^  James  too— but  I  have  never  fccn 
<'  him  fince  he  was  tl^ree  months  old. 
"  They  will  all  forgf  t%er,  except  Ara- 
"  bcUa.  Yet  the  murderer  ftill  lives. 
«c  — But  may  I  periQij  Ficzolbornc,  if  I 
*  "  do  not  purfuc  thee  to  the  rcmoteft 
**  corners  of  the  globe  I" 

While  the  hfeart  glows  with  fenti- 
xnents  of  juft  indignation,  it  is  natural 
to  inquire  the  fate  of  the  author  of 
thefc  calamitous  fcenes.  The  lad  hours^ 
of  Fitzofborne's  life  were  not  fufficiently 
fplendid  to  allure  inexperience  to  deferc 
the  plain  path  of  reftitude,  from  the 
hope  of  acquiring  fame  or  fortune  by 
indire£t  means.  He  had  indeed  pluck* 
ed  the  forbidden  fruity  but  he  had  found 
ir»  like  the  bitter  apples  of  Sodom,  di(^ 
tafteful  and  delufive,  the  origin  of  mifcry 
and  regret, 

DiliiainfuUy  rejeftcd  by  the  viftim  of 
his  artifices  s  cpmpelled  to  fly  his  na« 

&  6  d^ 
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tive  country,  or  to  languilh  in  hop 
captivity  ;  abandoned  even  by  the  lie 
tious  part  of  the  world,  who,  thoi 
they  cnthufiafticaily  applaud  triumph 
vice,  are  ever  firft  to  ftiun  indig 
guilt ;  Fltzolborne  was  now  left  to  me 
tatc  on  the  abufe  of  diHinguiOied 
Icnts,  the  waftc  of  perrcrtcd  indufl 
and  the  folly,  as  well  as  the  wickedni 
of  that  knowledge  which  only  afpircs 
organize  depravity. 

Thefc  infupportablc  refleftions  wc 
however,  foon  interrupted ;  and 
mifcrabic  exigence  brought  to  a  peri 
by  other  means  than  the  fword  of 
injured  hulbind  and  betrayed  fricn 
Retributive  juftice  not  only  willed  1 
fall  in  that  country  where  he  had  it 
bibed  his  pcftilcnt  notions ;  ic  alfo  d 
creed,  that  thofe  very  opinions  flioi 
be  the  immediate  occafion  of  his  deal 
tt  is  weU  known  that  the  mcrcilefs  i 
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ranny  which  Robcfpicrre  crcdtcd  on  the 
tomb  of  the  murdered  Louis  fpared 
neither  friends  nor  enemies.  Fitzof- 
borne^  as  an  Englifliman  and  a  gentle- 
man, became  an  objeft  of  fufpicion.  In 
vain  did  he  plead  that  he  had  difgraced 
his  anceftors,  and  abjured  his  country  ; 
in  vain  boaft  his  contempt  of  fuperfti* 
tion  and  abhorrence  of  prefcribed  forms ; 
in  vain  bend  with  mock  adoration  at  the 
idol  Ihrine  of  liberty,  or  with  fervilc 
adulation  load  the  new  Romans  with 
the  fatfified  epithets  of  magnanimous 
and  illuftrious :  they,  who  fpared  not 
a  Roland  or  a  Condorcet,  could  not  be 
expected  to  regard  fangain^iry  principles, 
tinlefs  attefted  by  the  repeated  perpetra- 
tion of  fanguinary  deeds. 

In  the  gloom  of  the  Abbaye  prifon, 
cxpofed  to  all  the  various  wretchednefs 
of  want,  difturbed  by  the  groans  of 
fellow-fufferers,  and  furrounded  by  the 

inflru^ 
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inftruments  of  dcfpoufcD,  the  wrctcl 
Fiuofborne  might  have  fceo  the  rcj 
tadon  of  that  falfe  pbilolbpby  whi( 
founded  upon  the  vifionary  pcrfcdabili 
of  the  human  fpccics,  rejcds  the  w 
rcftriftions  which  Infinite  Wiiiiom  h 
contrived  as  a  barrier  againft  the  e: 
treme  atrocity  of  a  fallible  crcatui 
But  Fitzofbornc  could  neither  commui 
vith  his  own  heart,  nor  feek  foroivenc 
at  that  throne  of  mercy  which  I 
had  often  prcfumptuoufly  blafpheme( 
Amongll  the  effeds  of  thefc  aiarmin 
doftrines,  it  is  not  the  leaft  Jamcntabl 
that  they  fteel  the  heart  againft  contr; 
tion.  The  unhappy  Gnner,  whom  pal 
fion  betrays  into  guilr,  trembles  at  th 
recolleclion  of  thofe  crimes  which  th 
iyftematic  viiiain  juftifics.  But  the  for 
rows  of  penitence  lead  to  hope,  whili 
the  pangs  of  impiety  end  in  defpair. 

Shrinkinj 
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Shrinking  with  horror  from  the  dif- 
grace  of  a  public   execudonj  Fitzof^ 
borne  applied  to  the  unbeliever's  lad 
refource,  and  with  his  own  hand  aqti* 
cipated  the  ftroke  of  the  guillotine.   He 
died  amongft  men  brutalized  by  guilty 
or  petrified  by  fufFering.    He  could  nor> 
therefore^  expedl  the  poor  confolation 
of  pity  i  but  his  lad  moments  were  un- 
expectedly rendered  more  agonizing  by 
the  intelligence  (which  the  keeper  of 
the  prifon  communicated  with  all  the 
unfeeling  cruelty  of  his  profeffion)  that 
the  Didator>  having  received  a  very  fa- 
vourable   account  of  his  talents,  had 
not  only  determined  to  liberate  him 
from  prifon,  but  alfo  to  advance  him  tp^ 
fome  confidential  employment*    Shudh 
dering  at  the  idea  of  that  eternal  fleep, 
the  reality  of  which   he  yet  wifhed  to 
believe;  clinging  to  life  with  greater 
earne(lnef5>  in  proportion  as  the  pofli* 

bilitf 
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bility  of  living  diminiflicd  ;  curfing 
own  impatience,  which  had  irrctricvai 
deftroycd  the  fair  profpefts  which 
might  have  realized  ;  ftung  by  remo 
and  relf-accu&tion,  without  one  ray 
hope ;  Fitzofbarnc's  terrible  unlamenl 
exit  appeared  to  anticipate  the  horn 
of  futurity.  But  here  let  me  dr 
the  awful  veil ;  and  while  jufticc  rcfu 
the  commiferating  tear,  let  human  n 
cure,  confcious  of  its  own  infirmitit 
humbly  folicit  the  proccflion  of  Otni 
potence  againll  the  magic  of  noveh 
the  deJufions  offophiftry,  and  the  a 
rogance  of  humin  Rcafon,  whencvt 
proud  of  her  own  fupremacy,  (he  pr 
fumes  to  pafs  the  interdicled  bounds  pr 
fcribed  to  her  finite  powers. 

The  hiftory  of  my  remaining  ch 
rafters  will  be  comprized  in  a  fc 
pages.  Mr.  Powerfcourt  prudently  d 
lermined  to  let  the  tirft  cffervefccnce  i 

lOJ 
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lord  Montcith*s  grief  fubfidc  before  he 
requefted  to  be  intruded  with  the  care 
of  thofc  children  whofc  fociety  the  un- 
happy father  fancied  would  alleviate  his 
affliftion.  But  the  cheek  of  infancy  is 
not  always  dimpled  with  fmiles.  Its 
little  foibles  require  calm  correftion  ; 
and  though  it  is  delightful  "  to  teach 
•the  young  idea  how  to  Ihoot,"  its 
wild  luxuriance  muft  be  tenderly  re- 
preffed.  Calamity  did  not  incrcafe  the 
number  of  the  earl's  virtues,  and  pa- 
tience and  lipplication  were  ever  want- 
ed in  the  lift.  He  therefore  foon  found 
the  prattle  of  childhood  too  mild  an 
opiate  to  lull  the  tortures  of  corroding 
rcfleftion.  Lady  Arabella  too,  who, 
on  hearing  that  (kill  in  education  was 
the  very  higheft  ton,  had  determined  to 
be  governcfs  to  her  fwect  little  nieces 
hcrfelf,  perceived  that  verbs  and  prepo- 

fitions 
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fuions  were  very  dull  reading,  and  thii 
the  engagements  of  the  fchool-room 
were  abfolurely  incompatible  with  nux- 
ing  in  the  world.  In  k(s  ttuo  dirce 
months  after  the  death  of  thtit  mo- 
ther, the  children  were  Bxcd  at  Po«- 
crfcourt  to  tlis  muciul  fatiibAku  of  all 
parties. 

Love  U  faid  to  be  the  tndf  piOiOD 
which  can  conquer  death.  '^uC  frietid- 
fhip,  as  belonging  to  the  IjiAk  fuBSj, 
claims  the   like  honour.     I^mg  after 
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Of  early  plcafures.     Bid  them  trip  along 
Gay  as  the  faiigulue  hope  which  youth  in* 
ipircs. 
Renew  my  Geraldinc^s  enchanting  fong  : 
That  fong  which  warbles  now  'mid  angel 
choirs. 

O  be  her  peerlefs  excellence  difplayM, 

True  to  the  likeneft  in  my  bofom  worn  I 
O'er  weeping  error  caft  that  lenient  (hade. 
Which  forcens  repentance  frcni^  opprobrioui 
fcorn* 
Gild  with  thy  lamp  the  cold  fepulchral  gloomy 
And  twine  thy  rofiss  round  tke  snouldring 
tomb* 

But  ic  was  not  to  the  exprefCons  of 
vain  regret  or  elegant  fufceptibility 
that  this  amiable  woman  appealed  for 
the  atteftation  of  her  inviolable  a6<6lion. 
Her  exemplary  difcharge  of  the  awful 
truft  which  (he  had  undertaken^  un« 
queftionably  confirmed  the  Sincerity  of 
her  regard.  The  opening  graces  of 
(he  lovely  children  promifc  to  reward 

her 
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her  pious  care,  but  who  that  recoil 
their  mother's  fate  will  dare  to  pre 
the  event  ? 

Though  the  neighbourhood  ro 
pQWcrfcourt-houfe  will  long  rctai( 
affcfiionate  veneration  for  the  mem 
of  their  late  bcncfador,  yet  they  c 
fcfs  with  gratitude,  that  the  prefirnt 
prcfcncaiive  of  that  illudrious  houf 
the  true  heir  of  the  good  fir  Willia 
virtues.  The  cxenions  of  an  intcliig 
cuhivated  mind  fupply  the  deficien 
of  a  lefs  ample  fortune  ;  and  the  del 
of  Henry  Powcrfcourt  to  confer  ha| 
nefs  arc  only  limited  by  his  powci 
bcftowingit. 

Though  happy  in  his  union  wit 
woman,  whofe  tafte  and  charaftei 
mod:  happily  adapted  to  his  own, 
has  not  entirely  forgotten  the  atta 
ment  of  his  early  years  j  and  he  vi 
the  adopted  children  of  his  onceadc 
Gc 
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<7eraldine  with  all  the  fondnefs  of  pa* 
ternal  aflTedtion.  He  traces  with  ten- 
der anxiety  their  refeoiblance  to  thtif 
mother ;  and  he  fympachizes  with  poig- 
nant fenfibility  in  all  his  Lucy's  regrets 
and  cares.  Often  as  he  wanders 
through  the  (hades,  which  derive  a 
greater  beauty  from  the  interefting  re* 
membrance  of  youthful  pleafures,  he 
contemplates  the  perplexed  maze  of 
paft  events^  and .  raifes  his  eyes  in 
grateful  veneration  of  that  Being  who 
kept  him  ftedfaft  in  the  path  of  duty, 
and  ultimately  led  him  to  tranquillity 
and  content. 

Mr.  Evans  continues  to  enjoy  a  (e- 
rene  old  age,  dignified  by  the  exalted 
virtues  which  are  comprifed  in  the  ge* 
neral  term  of  chriftian  philanthropy. 
He  occalionally  vifits  at  the  manor- 
houfe^  and  is  gratified  by  the  com- 
pany of  his  children  and  their  young 

charge. 
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charge.  But  hii  rime  is  generally  fp;:,: 
at  the  rectory,  mcdicaring  on  the  per- 
plexities of  the  worlJ  l:c  is  about  to 
Itavc,  and  the  perpetuity  of  that  to 
which  he  is  journeying.  Hts  refpccVul 
gratitude  to  his  Ijte  patron  is  cxem- 
pil^.ed  by  the  care  he  takes  to  prtfcrve 
amcng  his  pirifhi^ners  the  reniem- 
brir.cc  of  ihoie  mild  virtues  confpica- 
o-js  in  lir  ^Viiiiam■s  charafler,  whic,'-. 
were  ennobled  by  the  long  of  angei-. 
2;id  are  happily  at^apted  to  univeriX 
'  Peace  on  earth  and  good- 
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^d  by  all  who  prcfcrvc  any  decent  rc- 
ipeft  for  charadter.  His  health  rapidly 
declines.  Prevented  by  legal  reftric- 
tions  from  uUimately  injuring  his.  chil- 
dren's property,  he  has  been  driven  by 
his  thoughdefs  extravagance  to  the  def* 
perate  refource  of  life-annuities,  which 
have  been  multiplied  till  they  fo  nearly 
reach  the  value  of  his  rent-roll,  that  it 
is  now  become  a  favourite  fpeculation 
whether  his  life  or  his  fortune  will  hold 
-out  the  longed. 

Repeated  matrimonial  difappointments 
have  given  lady  Arabella  Macdonald 
fomething  of  a  cynical  cad  of  mind.  Not 
that  it  appears  in  her  conduft,  for  (he  /lill 
glitters  in  the  (irft  circles,  and  is  always 
the  beft  dreflcd  and  noifieft  woman  of 
fafliion  in  the  room.  But  (he  has  been 
heard  to  exprefs  feveral  mifanthropicfen- 
timents;  and  her  diflike  to  the  male  part 
of  the  fpecies  has  arifen  to  fuch  a  degree 
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portant  and  highly-refponfible  office  by 
exerting  the  influence  which  learning 
and  wit  give  them  over  the  public  tafte 
in  recommending  works  injurious  to 
public  morals,  (he  ft  ill  recoUedts,  that 
found  fenfe,  accurate  difcrimtnation^ 
and  correfb  judgment,  form  a  part  of 
that  public  by  which  her  merits  mud 
be  tried ;  and  (be  cannot  but  ftel 
anxious  that  the  reftitude  of  her  //r* 
tention  (hould  be  admitted  by  fuch  a  tri- 
bunaU 

If  her  apprehenfion  of  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  fome  popular  produdlions 
ihould  be  deemed  ill-founded,  the  real 
friends  of  morality  and  religion  will 
ftill  fay,  "  God  fpced !"  to  the  cnthu- 
fiaftic  champion  who  fallies  forth  to 
refift  everi  the  delving  mole  that  exerts 
its  puny  powers  to  undermine  the  facred 
ediflce.  Nor  will  her  acria[K>nious  cen« 
fure  of  thofe  falfe  lighu  which  lead  the 

VOL.  III.  $  unwary 
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unwary  aftray,  induce  the  refl 
reader  CO  fufpcft  that  (be  is  hof 
the  caufe  of  real  candour>  true 
fophy>  and  judicious  liberality. 
common  with  every  wcH-wiOier 
bapfMnefs  and  improvement  of  the  ^ 
(he  deeply  mourns  the  irreparab! 
juttcs  which  they  have  received 
the  blafphcmoos  preienfionsof  the 
pocritical  furies  who  have  uAirpet 
hallowed  charaflcrs. 

She  feels  it  ncceflary  to  add  an 
logy  to  the  lovers  of  propriety  ar 
corum,  for  her  frequent  altufions  t 
iigious  fiibjeflF,  and  her  intermi 
of  fcrious  truths  with  fiiflirious  ci 
It  is  not  from  any  vain  defirc  of  tt 
ing  her  feeble  gage  in  the  crowded 
of  controvcrfy,  much  lefs  from  a 
of  heartfelt  reverence  forfacrcd  the 
that  (he  adventured  to  make  thef 
grenions ;  but  as  the  mod  BtHuon 
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and  perhaps  mod  fuccefsful,  way  of 
vending  pernicious  fentiments  has  been 
through  the  mediuai  of  books  of  enter* 
tainment,  (he  conceives  it  not  only 
allowable,  but  ncceffary,  to  repel  the 
enemy's  infidious  attacks  with  fimilar 
weapons. 

One  of  the  misfortunes  under  which 
literature  now  labours  is,  that  the  title 
of  a  work  no  longer  announces  its  in* 
tention :  books  of  travels  are  converted 
into  vehicles  of  politics  and  fyftems  of 
legiflation.  Female  letter  writers  teach 
us  the  arcana  of  government,  and 
obliquely  vinaicate,  or  even  recommend, 
manners  and  actions  at  which  female 
delicacy  (hould  blufh,  and  female  ten- 
dcrnefs  mourn.  Traits  on  education 
fubvert  every  principle  of  filial  reve- 
rence :  Writers  on  morality  lay  the  axe 
to  the  root  of  domeftic  harmony :  Com- 
pilers  of  natural  hiftory  debafe  their 
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pages  with  dcfcriptions  which  mode 
cannot  perufe  *  Philologifts  difpute  t 
revealed  will  of  God  ::  Philofbphcrs  a 
Antiquarians  deny  its  hiftorical  credit 
lity:  and  Mathematicians  define  t 
nonentity  of  Him.  ia  whom  wc  live,  ai 
move,  and  have  our  being.  The  Ml 
chants  the  yell  of  difcord,  and,  und 
the  pratence  of  univcrfal  cicizenfhi 
founds  the  dirge  of  that  amor  pair 
which  her  claflic  prcdeccflbr  fought 
infpire.  And  lad^  though  not  lead 
its  cfFcdl,  the  novel,  calcuhucd,  by  i 
infinuacing  narrative  and  intcrciiing  di 
fcription  to  fafcinare  the  ima(jinati( 
without  roufingthc  ftrongcr  energies 
the  mind,  is  converted  into  an  offcnG" 
weapon,  dircfltd  againll  our  rcligio 
our  morals,  or  our  governmenr,  as  tl 
humour  of  the  wriccr  may  detcrmii 
his  particular  warfare.  The  egotifm 
infidelity,,  which  guides  the   wander!' 

pc 


^irJtHk. 


A  TALE  OF  THB  TIMES,  389 

pen>  may  be  the  undefigned  caufe  of 
fomcof  thcfc  cffeftsi  but  repeated  dc* 
viations  from  an  oftenfible  fubjed  can 
only  proceed  from  a  fettled  deGgn  of 
overtly  attacking  whatever  fcience  once 
taught  us  to  rtycTt. 


THE  END. 
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B03ES  f«T»,„  Ij  fi„,  Witrj  ,„; 
T.  N.  LoRcuAii  tf»rfO.  Rs,j, 

I.  A  GOSSIP'.  STORY  md  I. 
DARY  TALF.  I„  T^¥ola«„  „„ 
fkin  Boardi.   Fourtli  Edition. 

■•  Wt  can  rtEOmnnKl  wji  llory,  u  onirinF  to  4  cr 
cf  tonnll  the  nnxqiulititi  of  gmj  imfc  ■■)(!  L 
haowliogt  <rf  iBwkiiKL  The  gniruiuCc^  tiim  a 
liTw  ithkh  d.(|»ce  miny  evm  irf  ou,  moft  cddut. 
kne  bnc  no  plKc  ;  >n<j  fc«r»J  of  the  Ihanct  puni 
MMifpnfed  throuEta  itw  work  hive  ,.tt  confidtUl 
Aoofen:!)!  u  cooibiiinl  with  militj,  aixi  aaioo  ii  e 
Ite  eankef  <nnw  wd  pnaLal  ptiilMbpbf.-* 

„  ^.    ,  ,  Af-fA^  Krr.  J. 

«  Tlu*  norcl  tati  be  Kconuimulcri  u  u  lotidi 
ponktoui  nuziau  innkMH  In  not  ■(  ibt  moder, 
■SHTiMiHT  ;  wd  «hUt  itflelcnn  [hchirfwA  tono 
fcr  its  oiilily.  it  ii  fc««|),  left  viluibk  for  itte  aitm 
it  affordi.  The  htfoine,  whofe  conduS  iffoM.  ihc  n 
twy  lifiMi,  poOcfln  ui  tiniabk  ind  ;Pecnuoui  mind,  i 
to  (led.  uid  dcrircui  to  be  tuppy,  but  defl.iutc  o 
vigour  or  aoquim!  ftjbilitj  }  forming  to  itfdf  a  tonus 
dud,  to  which  Dothuig  Uniiun  ncr  »nintd ;  pcnj 
iouguurjr  difficnJtin)  finkinf;  nndcrlinciid  niti;  dc 
■t>  own  pucr  bj  tht  Ttty  mnni  wliich  it  Ukei  u>  fa 
and  lainE  with  ■  it%m  at  fdJy  bcneiih  thr  commc 
throu|b  itsdefiieot  alpiiiiig  ibore  the  ufuai  iimki  « 

*'  Blended  with  principlet  lb  itiAroaive,  wt  ham  a 
feoree  of  entenainoient  in  die  idTenium  of  ih*  othe, 
111(11  mlrodnced,  and  Irequent  T.,rT»  of  dciicjleb 
which  approach  nearer  to  iIk  miDner  01  Fjelditif;  ibin  ai 
(tSid  imilaiion  ai  that  tnai  gcniiM  which  hai  fallen  bi  oui 
CriiuM.'  SrviitB,  OS 

3.  LETTERS  a<Ur«(rcd  to  a  YOUNG  R 
•n  hi*  FIRST  ENTRANCE  itito  LIFE, 
adapted  to  tlie  peculiar  Circ urn flancn  of  (he  p 
Timcj.  In  Three  large  Vuluines,  ittaa, 
161.  £d,  in  fioanU.    Secratd  Ediuon, 


Booh  print  id  for  Lo  N  G  m  a  n  and  R  E  B  9. 

**  We  have  often  had  occafion  to  review  and  to  commend 
the  cotnpofitions  of  this  female  author,  wliofe  principles  are 
found,  and  whofe  general  ftyle  of  writing  is  corr  6t  and  ele* 
gaoc.  The  work  bciore  us  is  addrefled  to  her  fon>  the  fame 
youtJiy  at  we  underftaod,  who  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  eighth  ibnnet 
in  the  firft  volume  of  tbofe  poems  which  (he  pobliHied  in  i799» 
and  on  which  we  bcftowed  the  tribute  of  deferved  applaufr* 
Thefe  volumes  may  be  coniidered  as  a  valuable  addition  lo  the 
library  of  youth,  in  the  dangerous  interval  between  childhood 
and  adolefcence.  The  doftnnes  they  teach  are  orthodox,  tciii* 
pente,  uniform,  and  liberal ;  and  the  manners  they  recom« 
mend  arc  what  every  judidouv  partnt  would  wi(h  her  (on  lo 
adopt. 

**  This  work  appears  to  us  (a  highly  valuable,  that  we  fnl 
ourfclvei  called  upon,  by  the  duty  we  owe  to  tha.  Britilh' 
youth,  to  give  it  a  very  extcofive  examination* 

**-  We  fo  heartily  concur  in  her  opinions,  every  fobje6l  which 
file  treats  appean  to  uj  fo  important,  and  io  highly  entitled  to 
the  attentive  confideratiotfi  of  youth,  that  we  feel  doubtful  from 
what  part  to  make  our  cxtrads.**         Britijh  Critk,  Si^,  iSoi. 

<<  In  our  Magaiine  forMaylaft  we'anhtaffto^thts  pubfica*. 
tion  to  our  readers,  an%t  we  ure  happy  in  !iavii\g  t!iis  opportu* 
nity  of  acknowledging,  that  in  the  perufal  oi  it  we  have  not 
been  difappointed.  The  writer  is  already  known  to  the  world 
as  a  novelift  and  poet,  and  her  writings  in  each  of  thefe  depart* 
mentshave  acquired  her  oonfiderable  celebrityir  The  pi^nl 
work,  as  we  are  informed  in  a  modeft  and  fenfiUe  introduce 
tion,  owes  iu  origin  «  to  the  feelings  incident  toan-anxk>u8 
mother^  on  the  ocoifion  of  a  beloved  fon*s  removing  from  the 
lafis  iheUer  •f  the  paternal  rooi^**  Gentk  M^,  jhtgi  iSo t  ^ 

«  We  cannot  withhold  that  tribute  of  praife  which  a  work 
of.fiich  fuperlative  meritdemandi,  from  everyone  who  is.  in- 
terefted  for  the  welfiuv  of  the  rifing  generation  \  therefore  we 
offer  it  as  o«r  opinkm,  that-  th«  parent-  or  guardian  of  a  yoao^ 
man  fcarcely  does  him  juftice,  if  he  fends  him  into  the  world 
to  think  and  aA  lor  himfelf,  without  putting  into  bis  hands  a 
work  which  is  16  well  calculated  to  wam«yoiith  (of  both  lexet 
indeed)  againft  the  dangers  to  which  they,  arc  particularly  cx« 
pof<M  in  thefe  diyt  of  infidelity  and  liccntioufne^  of  manner^ . 
and  to  fortify  them  againft  4hecomtptioaa  of  the  age.** 


Smks  frimtt^ fir  LoMQMAU  mmd Kmn^ 

3.  POEMS  and  PLATS,  Two  Voliiiiict, 
mntlj  pnntcd  in  Foolfcap  OQa^o,  and  hot  pn 
Price  I  IS.  in  Boaidt. 

««  Oftbeuascdy  ef  XAiv.  we  do  not  he6MEe  to  fay, 
an  attentive  pcniikl,  that  the  fahk  is  wetlc< 
■icidgnri  bapfily  ^i^tikd  ;  the  cfavaAcn  dolj 
and  prcferted;  tlie  dcooaement  natvrally  pfodoeed 
imcrdl  tecpt  up  with  jadymmt  to  the  end.    TfaeJa 
ckspnty  Ipirited,  and  coned ;  dadlr  witboni  rammffi 


tiM 


**  Tfacfe  n>himn  are  printed  in  a  ftjie  of 
the  menu  of  their  contents  are  well  entitled,  and 
fignettcs  with  which  they  aie  enibdlilbed  are 
of  notice.** 


A  Third  Vohime  win  4>ceday  be  puUifted. 

4.  KflSCELLANEOUS  POETRY  ;  writt 
an  cariv  Period  of  Life.  Dedicated  to  the  F 
Hod.  Lady  Charlotte  Wentworth.     Price  2s.  6 

5.  MISCELLANEOUS  POEMS  and  a  T 
GEDY.    Price  5s. 

6.  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  EDU 
TION  ;  or  the  Histoet  or  MAaia  Willi 
In  Two  Volumes  i2mo.     Price  6c.  in  Boards. 

7.  AN  ELEGY  ON  THE  DEATH 
THE  RIGHT  HON.  EDMUND  BUR 
Price  IS. 

«.  THE  SORROWS  OF  SELFISHNI 
or  the  History  of  Miss  RicRMoaE.  Wf 
Fnmtifpiccc.  Price  is. 


BOOKS/rriv/#/y0rT.N.  Longman  andO.  Rsifk 

I.  PERCIVAL;  or.  NATURE  VINDL. 
CATED.  By  R.  C.  Dallas,  Efcj.  4  large  Vo* 
lumcs.  Price  16s.  fcwed.     Second  Edition. 

*'  If  ever  It  be  pardonable  for  the  ngour  of  the  critic  ta 
yield  to  the  feelings  of  the  rooralift,  it  muft  be  in  foch  a^caia 
as  the  prcfent  j  when  lu»  actcuiioo  is  cal*ed  to  a  pubi  cationi^ 
tiie  tendency  o<  which  is  to  fupport  che  purefl  laws  ot  focicty» 
and  to  c'etend  one  of  \u  mofi  valuahle  inf^itotions.  Occafion^L 
imp:upnetics  oi  ftylc,  \  low  dcv.Mtuus  woiii  iiie  ftridt  ru«ca 
of  compofitlon,  a  cafuai  v^oni  o:  ^^ocwicai  truth. 

'*  in  the  corrupt:on  of  c^iaraAer,  or  a  deficiency  of  art  in 
the  managenient  of  thtHabk,  a|  pear  light  fauhs  when  wcig  .ed 
againft  the  importance  of  the  end  de(i<ned  The  intereft  of 
tiie  naiiative  is  alio  fufiicicnt  10  iiuny  molt  reaoers  jMiitT 
its  faults  anften,  and  to  carry  them  fmoothly  over  its  in. 
equalities.**  Monthly  Rtx;irw,  J^ril  i8oa« 

'''We  ihaU  enter  into  a-nnore  extenlive  examination  of  the 
Novel  before  ut,  tlum  we  are  ordininly  accultomcd  to  do  m 
woiks  of  a  fimilar  kind^  and  for  this  very-  good  reafon*  be- 
cauie  we  ba\  e  feldom  met  with  one  uf  fimiur  mci it.  We  ihall 
only  make  one  nM>re.  general  obfcrvatioir  upon  the  waoley 
before  we  proceed  to  a  particular  difcufl^on  of  its  parts.  It 
prcfcDts  the  reader  througliout  with  a  very  beautiful  piclyrtf  of 
virtue,  in  lU  molt  engagmg  form,  d  hr^eaied  in  the  ckarelt 
coiuuring  of  puuty  oi  lt>ic  aiKl  fnn^licity  of  language.** 

■Anti'Jaciiin  Rtv.  ji^^il  iSo2» 

'<  We  mud  now  take  leave  of  tiiit  pUafingy  infliucliviy 
and  weil* written  pcrfornuince,  with  a  few  lemarks  00  iis 
AyJe.  ^^e  c%n  fay  of  this  Novel,  what  we  have  riot  always 
an  opportunity  to  fa>  of  the  pioduttiuns  in  ger.etal  wnictt 
come  before  Ub  t  it  is  bngli(h  ;  it  is  written  in  the  pu:e 
language  of  itur  country  \  on  ttiat  account,  were  its  c>the» 
merits  i.ot  allowed  to  influence  our  rccotnmtndation,  we 
fbould  i^rcfs  ii  upon  the  attention  ot  parents  who  a\\^\s  tbtir 
daugliterti  to  read  what  'a;e  call.d  (Lut  aie  not  always  10 
defci  ving  as  this  of  the  title;  ^cod  novels.  Having  la:d  iJhus 
luuci)  Oi  the  work  alicj^eiher,  we  nave  revifcu  oui  untiment>» 
and  are  happy  to  declare,  that  we  have  not  fud  too  niU«;h.** 

jJbui'Jaeo^iM  JUv,  Ala/  28oa« 


Imtt  frittd/MrLonmMAm  mm^  Rti 

J.  THE  FATHER  AND  DAUGH1 
Tak,  by  Mn-Ortb  The  Second  Etli don 
Troad^wcc.    Price  4>.  6d.  boardt. 

••  Tht  phaAvn  of  mcluicbalr  arc  taiurf  snlr 


yccaliwacctpfuicB.  Foronrielvn,  wt  own  that  we 
■ratf  lARcil  ty  ihcpcruralefit,  finct  ii  u  itpleu  ' 
■tl),  ardpoaef^  piiliiM  cocMi^h  MaflcA  rbe  bnrto 
aaltaui  ol  ciiticil  mdcn."  M**iUj  Mm.  J 

••  We  arc  bj  no  mnni  fiirprifed  that  th'n  mfc  Ih 
faftdlhmugb  ibebiflnliiioe;  bctaft  ae  ^dan  o| 
ml  Aatini  obt  eprnion  ^S  in  itariit.  ScUobi  ha* 
«ilh  any  cOfnbiBitun  of  inciilcnti,  nil  or  im^i— 
pmtittd  men  of  the  dccjily  patbecic.  The  monl  i 
tj  tlui  ait  is  (bioDllT  imprcffivt.  It  tihibtta,  in  lb 
ftiaiBg  peifit  tt  vinr,  the  mihr}  confaaMnt  apoa 
Bdnlg<ii«  of  the  pffioai ;  and  ihr  cfia  of  tha  «■ 
«kkb  ii  tcacbd,  ii  not  inured  by  any  intcnnizMn 
«(  dialogue,  at  pnritncT  of  Mcriptioh  IWi^a 
ibonli  ii  (lrt*fii  and  concA )  b«c  frun  anlbitloa*  i 
Md  Dc«r  dcccMrninguMo  ccUoqaiil  iMtlipi]i.-c** 

Crilicml  Rtviiw,  1 

3.  LETITIA ;  or,  a  CASTLE  wit 
SPECTRE.  By  Mri.  Huktik  of  No 
4  Toll.     Price  iL  It.  bo»rdc> 

"  ThcauthorpotTtnci  con Hdcratle  merit  n  a  wrib 
aiin  □□fcrtcrortiuiTjn  Lie  and  manners.    HirdircHi 


ardaccu™ 

'■  'I  hit  ii  one  of  Ihc  very  few  noyeli  wl.icb,  in 
BMnI  ind  reltginui  leadEncf,  denund  from  ut  u)  ui 
Rccmmcndil.on  lo  cTerj  cbfi  of  reidcn." 

^tii.Jtaii»  Rr*.  J 

4.  THE  HISTORY  of  the  GRU8TK 
FAMILY,  or,  the  Old  Bachelor  and  hii  Si 
nelope.  By  the  Author  of  Lititia,  3  v«L 
Frtce  1 31.  6d.  boardt. 


•^* 


fiitfl/  prmtiJ  fir  LonolAAn  anJKinf* 

5.  A  SERIES  ofNOVELS,  from  the  French rf 
Madame  de  Gemlis,  in  4  vols.  i2mo.  Price  i8s* 
)>oards. 

<<  Thefe  volumcf  are  fekAed  from  the  Biblioth^tie  det  Ro« 
mans,  mnd  conuin  flich  of  that  icoUedion  as  were  cofMrihutdd 
by  Madame  de  Genlit.  That  much  admired  author  is  too  wtU 
known,  and  has  been  too  much  praifed,  to  leqaire  another 
tefUmony  from  us*  If  the  tribe  of  novelifts  would  be  careful 
CO  write  after  nature,  and  keep  her  and  fbme  other  ezceilent 
models  in  their  eye,  we  ihould  not  be  reduced  to  the  unplea- 
faot  necellity  of  cofldemnmg,  aa  we  are  now  forced  to  dO| 
nineteen  in  twenty  of  the  books  that  $0  under  the  title  of  no* 
vels/*  Cne,  Rtv, 

6.  The  RIVAL  MOTHERS  5  or,  Calumny  : 
a  Novel,  tranflated  from  the  French  of  M-idame 
4e  G£NLis,  in  4  large  toIs.  i2mo.  Price  i8s.  fewed. 

«  The  literary  reputation  of  Madame  de  Genlis  is  fo  well 
edaMiihed,  that  the  public  are  re«dijy  difpcftrd  to  anticipate 
pleafure  from  every  new  produ^ion  of  her  cultivated  mind| 
aod  we  have  fatisia^^ion  in  acknowledging,  after  having  pcrufied 
the  volume  before  us,  that  diCippointmenC  has  not  fuperfeded 
expedation. 

<•  The  narrative  of  the  novel  is  pleafingr  and  interefting,  the 
ftyle  of  thefe  letters  i«  fprightly  and  animated,  bidding  defianco 
to  the  foul  fiend  Ennui.^*  Monthlj  Rev.  Oa»  i8ot. 

7.  FOLLIES  of  FASHION;  a  Dramatic 
Novel,  3  vols.    Price  13s.  6d.  boards. 

8.  SOMETHING  NEW;  or,  ADVENTURES 
at  CAMPBELL  HOUSE;  by  Ann  Plumtre, 
Price  15  s.  boards. 

9  .  The  HISTORY  of  RINALDO  RINALDT- 
NI,  Captain  of  Bakditti  ;  tranflated  from  the 
German  of  Vulvius,  by  J.  Hincklsy,  Efq.  In 
3  vols.    Price  los.  6d.  boards. 

"  This  celebrated  hiilory  had  an  unexampled  Tale  tliroughoiit 
Utrmany,   where  many  large  editions  were  printed  iri  tuc 


B^eij  frim J  fir  have  MAK  nJRgu. 

««urfc  of  »  frw  month*.  The  AdiaWnres  of  RinaWInj 
chuaacr,  who  livtd  u  the  nrijr  put  of  ihc  prefenc . 
an  wtlj  Taipiifinj,  and  almoft  incrtdibU.  The  awlw  , 
>n  (he  fire  and  Tpiiit  of  ilw  Ccntiui  writen,  and  if  we  I 
aad  thtn  ftruek  wiih  imprahibilitiK,  bordrnnK  on  fiai 
me  oft<n  dtlii;hRd  wirh  deedi  of  herDirm  aori  coonc;. 
wDnhy'Of  i  tieurr  rumcihin  rhii  djrini;  Capi^*, 
dini."  Mimrbfy  Mirrw,  Mm 

10.  RIMUALDOs  or,  the  Castle  of  1 
]0>;  2Roiiuuice,by  W.H.Jkbland.  4to's 

"ThiiltbjnomciniinunirtcreAinsllafT,  nnrillto; 

if  m  ■at^[)^,  qBiitinj  ihe  pMh  of  liimry  ieccpi.tta,  ti 

IntthiniG:lf  wiinihf  liuinMc  fiTneofi  note!  W'itrr,  h;, 

lien  and  jniiullry  wiU  cniiuc  hmi  lO  ■  irfpeHtblK  nr.k.' 

£trcfraw  \Itg    Oil 

11.  ASTONISHMENT!  a  ROMANCE 
CENTL'RY   AGO.     By  Fbaxci^  Lathom 

Al;r^t^^  ,  (  ■'  Men  nnd  Milliner!:,"  '■  \i'v.t 
"  MiJn'^-lit  Ikll,"  Siz.  In  2  voiumcs,'  i 
Price-  5^.  hiiardi. 

II    -MEMOtRS  nfa  FAMILY  in  SWIS 
LAND,  lounded  on  I'^fl*.    In  4  Tuliimii, 
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